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PREFACE. 

A FEW words will explsun what has led to the publishing- 
of these pages. The papers which go to make up 
this book, written at different times, are just of the class 
that disappears entirely unless some care is taken to pre- 
serve thenu As a proof of this, I may state that I had 
looked upon the pamphlet entitled * England in South 
Africa ' as quite lost, until I discovered accidentally that a 
lady in Scotland, Mrs. Taylor, had preserved a copy, which 
she was kind enough to lend me. That pamphlet, written 
from the standpoint of the loyal Gipe Colonists, is, in my 
opinion, worth preserving, as it shows that so far back as 
1885, Dutch National aspirations had taken such definite 
form as to lead to the formation of an English political 
association — the Empire League — for the nuuntenance of 
the English tie. The other papers, too, will, I venture to 
think, be of use to the student of the future. Of my own 
work I shall say nothing, except that, being collected, it 
may, as the evidence of a witness, possibly be of some use 
to the historian who, weighing testimony from all sides^ 
shall seek to arrive at the truth. 

Even the newspaper reports of meetings of the Transvaal 
National Union, conUuning as they do, though in crude 
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form, records of the resolutions passed by that body of 
Uitlanders and of the speeches of its leaders, must reveal to 
future writers much that is important and relevant. The 
terms of the great Petition which was signed by 38,500 
people and contemptuously disr^arded by the Volksraad, 
will for ever give the lie to the statement, on the Boer side, 
that the Uitlanders formulated their * demands' in such 
insolent terms as to preclude all possibility of their being 
granted. The extracts from the address of the. Republican 
Chief Justice, the solemn warnings in the paper written by 
Mr. J. W. Wessels (now a judge on the Transvaal Bench), 
and the able analysis of the Republican Constitution by 
Advocate Auret, printed originally as appendices to my 
statement for the House of Commons Committee, should 
l>e of great value to students of South African history. 

To make these papers accessible, I am causing them to 
be reprinted, at my own expense, so that they may be 
placed on the shelves of every library in South Africa and 
of some libraries in Great Briton. 

CHAS. LEONARD. 
NwitniiTj 1902. 
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ENGLAND IN SOUTH 
AFRICA. 

TXT'E have not prospered in this Colony during the last few 
^ ^ years, and we are not prospering now. Perhaps it is as 
well that we should have an opportunity of finding out whether 
we are not ourselves to blame for this temporary check in our 
prosperity. Out of affliction cometh blessing, and if one result of 
the trouble which is upon us now should be that we Cape Colonists 
shall cease to call each other hard names, shall imderstand each 
other better, and, ignoring all supposed grounds of disunion, shall 
determine to be one people, then indeed will our affliction have 
been blessed. Let us look openly and honestly at the conditions 
under which we live, and ask ourselves whether there is any sub- 
stantial reason why any one section of Colonists shoidd regard 
with suspicion any other section ; and, ia discussing with each 
other, let reason, not passion or sentiment, govern us. So shall 
we learn that Heaven has cast us together in this land not to 
examine each other's pedigrees, not to discuss whether we are 
descended from English, Dutch, French, or German ancestors, 
but to live in brotherhood, to learn from one another, and to be 
rivals only in promoting the welfare of the country. We say let 
us ask ourselves whether there is any reason for us to distrust one 
another. 

Now, truth requires that it should be said that there has 
been a breach formed between the two leading races of South 
A&ica which did not exist ten years ago, and that certain forces 
are at work tending to widen that breach. The Transvaal war 
seems to have raised a feeling which did not previously exist (at 
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all events as anything worthy of notice) — a feeling of antagonism 
between English and Dutch. The brave conduct of the Truisvaal 
burghers not unnaturally awakened a feeling of pride and enthu- 
siasm in the breast of persons of the same blood in this Colony ; it 
aroused the attention of the world; it stirred in the minds of 
Dutchmen^ both in Holland and in South Africa, a dream of a 
future Dutch Empire which should renew the glories which have 
passed away from the Netherlands. But all this enthusiasm haa 
worked this country incalculable evil, because it has set on foot 
intriguing between men in the neighbouring republics and this 
Colony. It has given designing men an opportunity of gaining 
their own ends by means of class distinctions, and has produced, or 
at least nourished the growth of, an association which, though ita 
ostensible object is to educate the people to appreciate their 
political power and privileges, has indirectly had the effect of 
widening the breach between Colonists who should live side by 
side in mutual respect and friendship, helping, encouraging, and 
supporting each other. A house divided against itself cannot 
stand. A state torn by internal dissensions cannot prosper. 

Things have come to such a pass that a serious question has 
arisen as to whether we are loyal to Her Majesty the Queen, and 
now it behoves all men who wish to range themselves under the 
banner of law, order, and peace, to ask themselves soberly whether 
agitation shall not cease. It has been doubted whether we are 
loyal. We say emphatically that if the great bulk of the Colonista 
were asked whether they wish to live imder any other flag than 
the British flag they would imhesitatingly say no, and because we 
believe this to be the case, we ask them one and all, so to act and 
speak now that the few men whose object is to upset the existing 
order of things may be assured unmistakably that the people of 
this country do not want discord and bloodshed, and will not even 
contemplate a condition of things in which every man's hand will 
be against his neighbour. 

It will be asked by some. Who are these men P We answer 
that they are the men who have systematically set about poisoning 
the minds of persons, previously distinguished only for their kind- 
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linefls and good-neighboimliip, against Englishmen and everj- 
thing English ; who have week after week in the press held up 
Englishmen to scorn and ridicule, applying to them the foulest 
epithets, who have composed and published verses the sole object 
of which was to make the detested * rooinek ' stink in the nostrils 
of the Dutch-speaking people of this coimtry ; and who lose no 
opportunity of misrepresenting the actions of England to men 
who have not the means of forming judgments for themselyes. 
Many people who have not thought clearly what the phrase 
means, talk about a * United South Africa under her own flag,' 
and when asked what flag they mean, say, ' Oh, the British flag/ 
Their dream is idle, but perhaps honest. The several states in 
this country are not now, and may not for a long time be, anxious 
to imite, and to talk about forcing a union is the surest way of 
producing irritation and distrust instead of confidence between us. 
If an Englishmen were to propose such a imion under the British 
flag, the cry would immediately be raised that an attempt was 
being made to deprive the Free State and Transvaal of their inde- 
pendence, and a feeling of hostility on the part of those states, as 
well as many sympathisers in this Colony, would at once be raised, 
which could not but hinder our progress. Do we ever hear of 
such a thing from Englishmen P Never. And the conduct of 
England in giving the Transvaal back her independence, even 
while smarting under disaster, proves most conclusively that she 
has no desire to force her flag on an imwilling people. 

Now, if we respect the flags which wave over our neighbours, 
we expect that the flag which waves over us shall also be respected. 
We have indicated that to impose our flag on the neighbouring 
republics could only lead to bloodshed, and it must be plain that 
to want to hoist another flag over us in this Colony could only end 
in the same thing, for we are not going to change the glorious 
flag of liberty under which we live for any other in the world. 
The men who talk about united South Africa must face bloodshed 
in any case, and we all know what bitter feelings are left after 
war, especially civil war. It would take generations to live down 
the feelings of anger, suspicion, and hatred which would arise, and 
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in the meantiine we should sufier grievously from the pervading 
discord. We ask you, theref ore, is such a union possible now P 
and if you are satisfied it is not, then we ask whether any one can 
love his country who, knowing what the results must be, yet per- 
sists in trying to bring them about. But who are they who talk 
about this scheme P Are they Englishmen P No. They are men 
of other nationalities, many of whom are men who have proposed 
to themselves the abolition of the English flag, but who do not seo 
whither their dream of a * United South Africa ' woidd lead t hem. 
There are a few agitators, however, who do foresee the result, but 
who, nevertheless, are most zealous in keeping up this aspiration 
for a trnited South Africa under her own flag, and we say delibe- 
rately that these men cannot make us believe that they want the 
British flag. They talk about forming a ^Nationality' which 
shall be ready to hand when the Union comes, and as they point 
the finger of scorn at everything English, instead of trying to 
unite all classes in the country, it is clear that they do not con- 
template that the British flag shall wave over tibeir so-called 
Union. 

Now, if this kind of agitation is persisted in, it must lead, not 
to union, but to civil war and political dissolution, destruction of 
property, ruin, and discord, from which it will take generations to 
xeoover. And we ask our fellow-Colonists to think carefully 
whether we are not right. We do not think that all the objects. 
of the Afrikander Bond are evil, or that every man who belonga 
to it is an opponent of England. On the contrary, we wish it to 
be distinctly imderstood that, in so &r as the Bond has awakened 
the people of this coimtry to take an active interest in the legiti- 
mate oonoems of the Colony, it has done good. We condemn it 
only for having branches in the neighbouring republics, and in 
80 far as it has given utterance to, or fostered, the growth of anti- 
English feelings. We condemn Bondsmen also for allowing 
themselves to be dictated to by one or two. But we believe that 
the great bulk of Bondsmen are not dislojral to the British flag. 
We are not all members of the same natural family, though fate 
has formed us into one peopla English, Dutch, French, and 
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GermanSy to say nothing of other Enropean nationalitieB and the 
Nathre raoes, are highly represented in the population of this 
Colony. We are liying at peace under the British flag ; free in 
erery sense of the term. 

Can any one be mad enough to suppose that any attempt to 
substitute for the flag under which we live any other flag would 
not be resisted by the great proportion of us to the bitter death P 
Where, then, would be the union P We do not think that things 
would ever come to such a pass, seeing the loyalty of the great 
bulk of the Colonists ; but still, some men have spoken of these 
things, and is it not our duty, one and aU, to say to them : * We 
know you and your works ; your tools are discord and ruin, and 
your aim is to rise to the top on the waves of dissensions you seek 
to raise P ' Why should we be kept in a state of unrest P Wby 
should men's minds be needlessly disturbed by the dreams of a 
few agitators P ^A little leaven leaveneth the lump,' and the 
views of these sedition-mongers are being spread so artfully that 
many men may absorb the poison unconsciously, and become 
aware of it only after the taint has entered into their very life- 
blood. We ask them, therefore, not to be beguiled by idle talk 
or di^trap appeals to * nationality ' into risking the solid, sub- 
stantial benefits they now enjoy, and into throwing away the 
substance for the shadow. These men are always running down 
everything British in such sweeping terms that we propose to 
examine our social and political systems, to see what evils we have 
to complain of, and to ask whether, if such a thing were possible, 
we could hope to better ourselves by uniting with the Free State 
and Transvaal, pulling down the British flag, and hoisting a 
republican flag of their own. Do not start. This is what they 
want, and there can be no harm in plainly facing the issue, and 
asking ourselves, if only as a problem which will never require 
practical solution, whetlier with such a change as contemplated 
we should have any greater liberty than we enjoy now, whether 
we should have more freedom in conducting public worship, 
whether we should have greater safeg^uards against arbitrary 
imprisonment or invasion of our properties, whether we should 
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have more control over taxes and the expenditure of public 
money, whether we should be able to express our opinions more 
freely either through the press or otherwise, whether our lands 
and possessions would be more valuable than they are now, 
whether our public credit would be so good as it is ; whether, in 
&ct, we should be, in any respect, better off than we are now. 

We know that there is a large number of Colonists who, 
through no &ult of their own, but from defective education, and 
the peculiar circumstances under which they live, have not 
&vourable opportunities of forming independent judgments on 
matters of this kind, and we propose shortly to examine the 
question, if our readers will f oUow us. 

There are two points which we wish to make dear, vis. — 
(1) That the establishment of the T^nglinh Qovemment here was 
beneficial to all classes; and (2) that the withdrawal of that 
Government would be disastrous to every one having vested 
interests in this Colony. It may be thought that it is unnecessary 
even to assert the first proposition, and for the great bulk of the 
people it is ; but still, there are mischievous agitators who have 
persistently endeavoured to instil into the minds of our rural 
populaticm the idea that England has exercised a pernicious 
influence here, that no good has come to the 'ware Afrikaners' 
fix>m her presence, and that they would have been a good deal 
better off if the English had never set foot in this Colony. And 
it may be fairly assumed, from the expressions which frequently 
fall from the lips of speakers at public meetings in the country, 
that some have absorbed, and still retain, the idea that it would 
have been a happy thing for this ooimtry if England had not 
acquired it. 

In order to establish our first proposition, therefore, we pro- 
pose to sketch rapidly the condition of the people under the Dutch. 
Government. It must be imderstood distinctly that we do not 
contend that such misrule as existed at that time could have been 
continued to the present day, nor that anything like such misrule 
would follow the withdrawal of the English Government. We 
simply state facts to show that the English acquisition of thiA 
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Ciolony was beneficial to all claBses. Formerly the Govermnent 
of thiB Colony was in the hands of the Dutch East India Com- 
pany, whose sole object was to amass wealth for persons who 
lived in Holland ; and the Governors were simply their servants, 
or commercial agents with enormous powers, which they were 
directed to use to the sole end of enriching their masters speedily. 
The Company regarded the Colony as intended for the benefit of 
themselves, not of the people here, and instructed their Governor 
to rule by the doctrine that 'the Colonies shoidd not be freely 
cultivated, or industry be freely exercised therein, lest the 
Colonist should become opulent, powerful, and free.' One of 
these Governors, Yan der Stell, cherished the maxim 'that a 
ruined people is easiest ruled/ 

From the earliest period the so-caUed 'free burghers' were 
prohibited from purchasing from and selling to any one but the 
Company, which also fixed its own prices for everything bought 
or sold. The burghers had to deliver one-tenth of all their 
produce absolutely to the Company. They had no voice in the 
making of laws, were subject to the arbitrary will of the 
Governor, and could be banished from the country, put to death, 
or otherwise punished, after a trial in which he was practically 
the only judge. There were none of the safeguards for the 
liberty of the subject which we hold so dear. Merely to sign a 
petition for the redress of a grievance was a crime which was 
punished by summary banishment from the coimtry. Men were 
not even free to dress themselves or their wives as they liked* 
The French refugees and their descendants were not allowed to 
oonduct public worship in their own language. Judge Water- 
meyer, a worthy son of the soil, says of the Colony in its early 
days : ' Despotism had taken deep root. The foundations of 
tyranny were firm. The term " Colonial Freeman " had lost all 
signification of the liberty which Freemen in Europe enjoyed. 
The heads of the Government and the original burghers knew 
that freedom here was a mockery, that burghership was a state 
of subserviency to the Company Dependent on the Govern- 
ment, if in aU things obedient, they might prosper in their private 
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Qiroamstances. But to assert any political right, or to murmur 
against any exactions, entailed confiscation of their all, separation 
from their families, exile to the Mauritius or some other penal 
•tation.' What a picture of degradation this is! During the 
whole of the period of the Dutch rule here the system remained 
the same, and the tyranny and exactions of the Government 
became so unendurable that numbers of burghers moved away 
from the settlements, and, with little save their rifles and their 
Bibles, carved out for themselves homes in the wilderness, where 
they could laugh at the edicts and proclamations of partially 
irresponsible Governors, and the oppression of subordinate tyrants. 
And it is to this oppression and want of sympathy between 
Governors and Government that is to be attributed the backward- 
ness of the Colony in many respects, and the want of culture for 
which some are perhaps too ready to despise some of our Colonists 
in the remoter parts of the country. 

Nor can it be wondered at that the burghers were in a state 
of open rebellion against the Dutch Government when the English 
came here. Hear again what Judge Watermeyer says of the 
Company : ^ . . . . Their principles were false, and the seeds of 
corruption were early sown on their Colonial administration. For 
the last fifty years, at least, of their rule here, there is little to 
which the examiner of our records can point with satisfaction. 
The effects of this pseudo-colonisation were, that the Dutch, a 
oonmiercial nation, destroyed commerce. The most industrious 
race of Europe, they repressed industry. One of the freest States 
in the world, they encouraged a despotic misrule, in which &lsely 
oalled free citizens were enslaved. These men in their turn 
became tyrants. Utter anarchy was the result. Some national 
feeling may have lingered, but substantially every man in the 
country, of every hue, was benefited when the incubus of the 
tyranny of the Dutch East India Company was removed.' Our 
leaders of the present day may open their eyes and say, 'Is it 
possible our forefathers were so degraded P' We answer that it 
is the sad and sober truth, from which we may learn the practical 
lesson of contentment with our present political and sober rights ; 
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and wlule thankiTig the Fates that we did not live a hundred 
years ago, reflect before we allow onrselves to be misled into- 
endangering the privileges we enjoy. 

It is clear, theref ore, that whatever property was attained by 
the Colonists under the Dutch Government was secured in spite, 
aad not by the aid, of the Government. There were no roads or 
liridges, no post-offices, no magistrates in many districts, no* 
provision for education, and scarcely any ministers of religion. 

Before passing from this period, it may be interesting to state 
what the population and the wealth of the Colony were at the end 
of the last century. According to the opgcutf lists, there were in 
the Colony (exclusive of British) : — 

C9iristians 21,746 

Slaves 26,764 

Hottentots 14,447 



Grand total ... 61,947 

There were 47,436 horses, 251,206 cattle, and 1,448,536 sheep; 
there were 1832 ^loan' farms in the Colony, and only 107 
' gratuity ' lands. The income of the year 1800 was £78,919. 
Things had to be righted and, of course, we have not arrived at 
our present position by one stride. There can be no question that 
fifty years ago Colonists did not enjoy the same privileges as we> 
enjoy. There have been many misunderstandings and much 
heartburning, though, on the whole, England's policy has been 
dictated by a sense of justice, and she has ever been willing to 
redress grievances. But we have not space in this paper to trace 
Ae several stages of our growth, and must confine ourselves to a 
short review of our condition in 1884, which will enable our 
readers to compare things past with things present. 

The population of the Colony at the 

last census in 1876 was 720,984 

Of these there were European or white 236,783 

And coloured 484,201 
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Of the whites, 150,000 were of Dutch or French descent, and 
professed the Lutheran or Dutch Reformed creeds. 

When we consider that the neighbouring states were mainly 
peo{ded from this Colony, it must be admitted that the increase 
is very large. And bearing in mind that the great bulk of the 
land in this Colony is owned by Dutch- speaking people, we can 
-scarcely have stronger proof of the benign influence of the 
English Gbvemment in this coimtry. 

In 1875 the following were the numbers of the classes of 
:fitock mentioned: — 

Horses 205,985 

Cattle 1,111,713 

Woolled sheep 9,986,240 

Angora goats 877,988 

And the increase in the production of grain, wine, and other 
products has been very large. 

In 1883 we spent on police and gaols alone £279,649, or 
About four times as much as the revenue in 1800. 

Our revenue for 1883 was £3,299,017, about forty-seven times 
.as much as it was in 1800. We spent last year on education 
£93,999, or more than the whole revenue in 1800, and besides a 
University, have schools in every town and village and in many 
parts of the outlying districts. Facilities are offered by the grant 
•of public money for the establishment of schools in the more 
sparsely popidated parts of the coimtry districts. Ejiowledge is 
.spreading rapidly, and men whose fathers and grandfathers had 
scarcely any means of acquiring knowledge, have made them- 
selves famous as clergymen, lawyers, doctors, or have by their 
knowledge and enterprise carved out for themselves fortunes in 
•commercial or farming life. Look at men in every walk in life, 
and we find that sons of the soil are taking foremost places. 

Do Englishmen, necessarily, occupy offices of power and 
distinction P The Chief Justice, a man of whom any coimtry 
might be proud, is Oolonial-bom, and so are four other Judges 
•of the Supreme Court. One of our Ministers is a bom Dutchman, 
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and it is well known that Mr. Hofmejrr was asked, but refused, to- 
be Premier. Nearly all the men at the Bar are bom Colonists. 
Dozens of young Colonists are finding their way into commercial 
and professional life, and hundreds are returning to the farms- 
where they were bom, with their &cidties developed by 
education. 

Splendid churches of every denomination have been erected 
throughout the land, and men can worship God in any tongue 
and any form they choose. We have a large number of news- 
papers printed in this Colony, and so free is this press that many 
people begin to fear that in some instances liberty is running inUy 
licence. Of these papers some are published in English, some in 
Dutch, one in German, and some in Kaffir. We have good roads 
and bridges all over the Colony ; mountains which were impossible- 
barriers can now be crossed easily and safely. We have over 
1400 miles of railways, giving himdreds of farmers and others 
easy access to markets and stimulating production. The country 
is one network of telegraph communications with Europe; we 
have splendid docks and a large shipping trade, magnificent 
steamers running weekly, and making voyages which formerly 
took three months in three weeks. 

Life and property are safe, and the strong arm of the law is- 
felt where fifty years ago men contended with the lion and the 
wolf for mastery. The value of land has increased enormously, 
and titles are secured by a system of registration which is unsur- 
passed, and which is envied by many older countries. We have 
three Superior Courts, with properly qualified judges, who are 
placed above the influence of Government, and on whose inde- 
pendence and integrity implicit reliance can be placed. We have 
Circuit Courts presided over by these judges, sitting twice a year 
in almost every town and village in the coimtry. We have 
Magistrates' Courts in every division, with police to prevent and 
detect crimes. Justice is, in fact, brought to every man's door. 
By a recent Act, Dutch may be spoken in the Magistrates' Courts.. 
No man can be convicted of any serious charge except by a jury 
of lus own countrymen. If aggrieved by the decisions of lower 
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Courta, we have the right of appeal to higher Conrta. Payment 
-ci revenue is facilitated by the appointment of Civil Commi«- 
mmen in each division. In every district we have a Diviaional 
Oooncily elected by the people, and this Conncil controls the 
expenditure on divisional roads and similar matters. We have 
our municipalities for the regulation and good government of our 
towns and villages, the Municipal Commissioners being chosen by 
the inhabitants. In fact, we have local self-government in a very 
large measure ; that is to say, every one of us, the people, has a 
voice, if we choose to use it, in the regulation and management 
of our own afiEairs, and if we do not exercise our privileges 
properly, we have no one to blame but ourselves. 

We have now touched upon the right to make our own local 
rules and regulations. There are, however, laws which must be 
obeyed by the inhabitants of the Colony at large, whether they 
live in one district or another. How are these madeP Are they 
passed by some despotic Government, without reference to the 
wishes of the people P Are laws made for one class of people and 
not for another? Can we complain that we have no means of 
making our views or grievances known P Let us see. We have 
:a Parliament chosen entirely by the people. Practically every 
man has the right to be registered as a voter, and to chose who 
•shall represent him in making laws or discussing matters of 
importance to the people. No laws can be made except by that 
Parliament; no taxes can be imposed, nor can money be spent 
unless the people, through their representatives in Parliament^ 
have consented thereto. Every one has the right to petition 
freely against the imposition of any tax, of the introduction of 
any law which he may be opposed to. Our Acts of Parliament 
are printed and published, and before they become law are freely 
4liBCUs8ed in newspapers, at public meetings, and in private 
gatherings and byeways. The light of public opinion is thrown 
upon every act of those in authority; and if their policy be 
opposed to the will of the majority they have to make room for 
others who will more faithfully represent that majority. The 
oouncils of the nation are held with open doors, and everything 
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that transpires which is worth knowing is reported in the publu) 
papon; and thns we, the people, can at once take steps, if 
necessary, to make our wishes known with regard to proposed 
legislation. No race distinction will prevent a loyal Oolonist 
from election to Parliament ; and to show the liberal nature of 
our institntions, the debates and proceedings in the House can be 
carried on in either English or Dutch. What more can we 
wantP Could we have greater security or greater freedom if 
we lived under a republican flagP We have the reins in our 
own hands now, and are driving the State coach — let us hope 
without danger of upsetting it. Can we do better than we are 
doing now P We have seen that recent elections have brought 
into Parliament large numbers of Dutch-speaking Colonists. 
Does any one say they have no right to be there P On the 
contrary, their election is only the legitimate result of the free 
institutions we enjoy, and a sign that the Dutch-speaking 
section of the community is now learning to appreciate the 
privil^pes and understand the meaning of government by the 
people. They are in their rightful place; and, although many 
of ihem may be new to legislative duties and general questions of 
statesmanship, we do not fear for the result. A process of 
education may be necessary, but the system is right, and we 
have &ith in the people and their ability to govern themselves. 
lOstakes may be made ; but have not aU people made mistakes, 
and have not aU had to gain wisdom by experience P Why 
should we hope to escape the common lotP As education 
spreads, and we all grow wiser and more thoughtful, fellow* 
Colonists of every nationaUty will learn to work for the common 
good, and it will be foimd that the election to Parliament of 
Dutch -speaking Members side by side with Englishmen and 
others will be the truest means of dispelling suspicion, distrust^ 
or race antagonism. Sitting together in council by their 
representatives, the people will find that Dutchmen have no 
separate interests from Englishmen, and prejudices will vanish 
into thin air. Far from wishing to keep the Dutch Colonists 
inactive, our advice to them is to take an intelligent interest in 
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political matters, to think independently^ and not allow them* 
BelvoB or their representatives to be led by the nose by wire- 
pullers. We feel sure they have too much sense to fly from the 
good they have to ills they know not of. 

We have now touched upon the main points connected with 
our social and political welfare, and, though there is nothing^ 
original in our remarks, we trust they will not have been useless. 

Compare the condition of men who can only be convicted by a 
jury with the condition of those who could be deported to p^ial 
settlements at a caprice of a Qovemor. 

Compare the absolute freedom of commerce we enjoy with the 
restrictions which prevented the sale of produce to any but the 
Government. 

Think of the difference between every man having a voice in 
making laws and fixing taxes and the Governor having the right 
to make laws as he liked. 

Consider the freedom of the press and the right to speak 
freely. 

Look at the mighty strides we have made under the British 
Government, and see whether our neighbours have progressed in 
the same way. 

There can be no doubt that, if English rule ceased here, the 
weakness of the Colony and the certainty of its absorption will 
oause thousands and hundreds of thousands of poimds to be with- 
drawn which are at present invested here for the benefit of 
everybody. Mercantile credit will be stopped, and as pressure 
came to bear on the large firms here they in turn would be 
compelled to press the up-country shopkeepers supported by 
them. The first crash would be only the signal for ruin, utter 
ruin. Farmers would have no market for their produce, men of 
all classes woidd be thrown out of employment, and people who 
are now able to hold their heads up in honest pride would become 
paupers. What, for instance, would be the result, to farmers 
especially, of a general calling up of bonds P The Supreme 
Oourt would be busy for a time, hundreds of farms woidd be 
brought to the hammer : the farmers not having the money, and 
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not beiiig able to find any one to lend them any. There would be 
no puTohasera^ and landed property would &11 so in price that 
tkousandB would be mined. 

If any illnatration is wanted of the evils which would follow, 
we have but to look at the TranavaaL After the war buaineM 
men simply evacuated the country, banks were doeedy and 
business came to a standstilL It is true the goldfields have 
caused some business, but there is stagnation everywhere, and 
iarmers who fought against England are now longing for English 
money. No public works have been undertaken, and puUio 
credit is so low that no one in Europe would lend the State 
£100,000. How pregnant with meaning this is when we 
consider that there are many private firms in this Oolony that 
have a larger credit. 

The same results would follow in this Colony : and inasmuch 
as we have made greater progress, and have more to lose, the 
consequences would be more serious to us. Among other things, 
there would be a complete revolution in our Government and its 
departments, and all the machinery of the law would be put out 
4if gear. 

Can a young Colony which has no manufactures, and does not 
«ven produce wheat, butter, grain, &c., for its own consumption, 
which is compelled to go to England for loans to prosecute public 
works, and which has not the men or money to keep up the force 
which would be necessary to protect it from invasion, hope to 
stand alone as a free, independent, and powerfol republic ? No, 
we answer emphatically, no. 

Some readers may ask whether there would be any danger 
of this country being sought after and conquered by other large 
Powers. We can only ask them to consider the events which 
have taken place recently. The Germans are increasing faster 
than any other European people, and are being forced to find 
-outlets for their redundant population. In the past thousands of 
her sons have settled in British Colonies, where they have large 
soma at stake now. A strong feeling is growing in Germany 
ihat her sons should not, on emigrating, lose their nationality ; 
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and the only way to prevent this is to acquire oolonies, wliither 
they Gonld emigrate and form German oonmmnities ; and there- 
is beyond doubt a powerful colonising movement going on 
liiroughout the length and breadth of the Yaterland. That 
movement has resulted in the annexation of Angra Pequena, in 
our immediate neighbourhood; and it ib alleged that the Germans 
are seeking a footing on the East Coast in the direction of 
Delagoa Bay. Are not these things significant P We think that 
Germany would respect the rights of the English in this Oolony ; 
but we feel sure that the withdrawal of the English Gbvemment 
would remove all restraint, and that she would hoist her flag here 
before any other Power had a chance of obtaining a footing. 
The Gape Colony is different from the inland republics, being, in 
fact) one of the most important of the outlying positions of the 
world, and it would never be left unoccupied by one or other of 
the great European Powers. We go further, indeed, and say that 
if England withdraws, Germany would be justified, almost bound, 
to extend the protection of her strong arm over the large numbers 
of her subjects who have settled and have great invested interests 
here, which interests would be brought into jeopardy if the 
Oolony were left to itself ; and we are sure this and other reasons 
would be discovered by Germany for immediate protection. 

Under the German system every man must serve as a soldier 
for a certain period, and we do not think such compulsory military 
service would be relished by the Cape Colonists. 

Compare the liberality of the Gbvemment which allows Dutch- 
to be spoken in Parliament and in Court, instead of stamping out 
the language of the Dutch, as the Dutch formerly stamped out the 
language of the French, or as the Germans are now stamping out 
the language of the Danes in Schleswig-Holstein. 

Think of the credit we enjoy, and the value which is imparted 
to all our possessions by the mere fact that we are protected by 
the flag of England, and then let us ask ourselves whether, 
aMnming we would be able, under a republic of our own, to- 
secure aU other privileges, it would not be folly, by parting 
company with England, to lower the value of everything, to- 
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cause nuxney to be withdrawn from the ooontry, to create sach 
dirtnuft of oar aecurities as would prevent our getting loans in 
Enrqpe^ and to paraljrse trade f We wovld be too weak to resist 
foreign invasion, and, even if it never came, the poasibilily of 
it would deter capitalists from investing money here. Let the 
refusal of capitalists in Europe to lend the Transvaal money teach 
us a lesson. 

Indeed, we know our Dutch friends too well to think that they 
would prefer German domination, with enforced military service, 
to English rule. Even if they are not all fired by that ardent 
attachment to England which perhaps can only be expected to 
animate men of English descent, they know their own interests. 
We again say we think the vast majority of Colonists do not wish 
for change of flag, and we call upon them to discourage tho 
aspirations of the minority after things which can never come 
about. England never will, never can, give up this Colony, and 
we Colonists never can give up England. This being the case, 
let us forget race distinctions which are by intermarriage fast 
fading away, and which community of interests should force into 
oblivion. Some Englishmen have spoken slightingly of Dutch 
people, and this has caused soreneea Some Dutchmen profess 
contempt and distrust of Englishmen. There is no cause for these 
things becoming general. There are good and bad among aU 
peoples, and good faith and feeling should command our respect 
by whomsoever they are shown. But if a Dutchman or an 
Englishman finds dishonour or discourtesy shown in occasional 
instances, do not let him put down the whole race of English- 
men or Dutchmen as dishonourable or discourteous. Patient and 
good-tempered examination of facts will dispel a good many of 
our &ncie& The whole burden of our tale is that we do not 
believe our condition is to be bettered by political nostrums*. 
What we want is rest, concord, and close attention to the callings 
by which we earn our livelihood. Talk about flags and nation- 
alities wiU not bring the &rmer more grain, wine, wool, ostrich 
feathers, the mines more diamonds, or the merchant more profit. 
We know well that if the farmer prospers, the merchants and 
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other olasBeB flourish, just as we know that if the trading olassea, 
suffer, the &rmer must be injurecL The surest way to benefit the 
whole body politic is for each member of the oommonwealth to 
apend all his energies in the work by which he lives, and to 
endeavour legitimately to promote his own interests by industry 
and enterprise. 

Our sons and daughters are learning together at the same 
aohools, worshipping together, playing cricket, football, and tennis 
together, intermarrying, and mixing with each other in every 
phase of Colonial life. Are not our very churches used to accom- 
modate both Dutch and English congregations, who worship the 
same Qoi in the same manner? This is the true way to be 
united, and it will be owing to influences such as these that we 
4ahall be able, when the time comes, as come it will, to say. Now 
we are indeed brothers. We can hasten or delay that true union. 
Will not Colonists prefer to hasten it P 

Let us, the inhabitants of the Cape Colony, be swift to 
recognise that we are one people cast together under a glorious 
flag of liberty, with heads clear enough to appreciate the freedom 
we enjoy and hearts resolute to maint^iin our true privileges ; let 
us desist from reproaching and insulting one another, and, re- 
joicing that we have this goodly land as a common heritage, 
remember that by united action only can we realise its grand 
possibilities. We belong — ^both of us — to a home-loving stock, 
and the peace and prosperity of every home in the land is at 
staka On our action now depends the question whether we shall 
live in their memory as promoters of civil strife, with all its 
miserable consequences, or as joint architects of a happy, pros- 
perous, and united State. Each of us looks back to a noble past 
United, we may ensure to our descendants a not unworthy future. 
Disunited, we can hope for nothing but stagnation, misery, and 
ruin. Is this a light thing ? 
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TF I am deeply sensible of the honour conferred upon me 
^ by being elected Chairman of the National Union, I am 
profoundly impressed with the responsibilities attached to the 
position. The issues to be faced in this country are so mo- 
mentous in character that it has been decided that, prior to the 
holding of a public meeting, a review of the condition of afhirs 
should be placed in your hands, in order that you may consider 
matters quietly in your homes. It has also been decided that 
it will be wise to postpone the meeting which was to have 
taken place on the 27th December until the 6th day of January 
next. 

On that day you will have made up your minds on the various 
points submitted to you, and we will ask you for direction as to 
our future course of action. It is almost unnecessary to recount 
an the steps which have been taken by the National Union, and 
I shall, therefore, confine myself to a very short review of what 
has been done. 

Thb Thbbb Planks. 

The constitution of the National Union is very simpl& The 
three objects which we set before ourselves are : (1) The mainten- 
ance of the independence of the Republic ; (2) the securing of 
equal rights ; and (3) the redress of grievances. This brief but 
comprehensive programme has never been lost sight of, and I 
think we may challenge contradiction fearlessly when we assert 
that we have constitutionally, respectfully, and steadily prose- 
cuted our purpose. Last year, you will remember, a respectful 
petition, praying for the franchise, signed by 13,000 men, was 
received with contemptuous laughter and jeers in the Yolksraad* 
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This year the Union, apart from smaller matters, endeavoured ta 
do three things. 

Thb Baad Election. 

First, we were told that a progressive spirit was abroad, that 
twelve out of twenty-four members of the First Yolksraad had to 
be elected, and we might reasonably hope for reform by the type 
of broad-minded men who would be elected. It was therefore 
resolved that we should do everything in our power to assist in 
the election of the best men who were put up by the constitu- 
encies, and everything that the law permitted us to do in this 
direction was done. 

DiSAFPOINTBD HoPBS. 

The result has been only too disappointing, as the record of 
the debates and the division list in the Yolksraad prove. We 
were, moreover, told that public speeches in Johannesburg pre- 
vented the progressive members from getting a majority of the 
Baad to listen to our requests, that angry passions were inflamed, 
and that if we would only hold our tongues reform would be 
brought about. We therefore resolved in all loyalty to abstain 
from inflaming angry passions, although we never admitted we 
had by act or speech given reason for legislators to refuse justice 
to all. Hence our silence for a long time. 

Thb Railway Concession Next. 
We used all our influence to get the Yolksraad to take over 
the railway concession ; but, alas ! the President declared, with 
tears in his voice, that the independence of the country was 
wrapped up in this question, and a submissive Baad swept the 
petitions from the table. 

The Franchise Petition. 
Our great efiFort, however, was the petition for the franchise, 
with the moderate terms of which you are well acquainted. This 
petition was signed by more than 38,000 persons. What was 
the result? We were called unfaithful for not naturalising 
ourselves when naturalisation means only that we should give up 
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tmr original citiieiiBhip and get nothing in return, and become 
subject to disabilities. Members had the calm assurance to state, 
without any grounds whatever, that the signatures were forgeries; 
and, worst of aU, one member in an inflammatory speech challenged 
us openly to fight for our rights, and his sentiment seemed to 
meet with considerable approvaL This is the disappointing result 
of our honest endeayours to bring about a fusion between the 
people of this State, and the true union and equality which alone 
can be the basis of prosperity and peace. You all know that as 
the law stands now, we are virtually excluded for ever from 
getting the firanchise, and by a malignant ingenuity our children 
bom here are deprived of the rights of citizenship unless their 
lathers take an oath of allegiance, which brings them nothing but 
disabilities. 

Thb BriTBR Cry of the UrrLANDSR. 
We are the vast majority in this State. We own more than 
half the land, and, taken in the aggregate, we own at least nine- 
tenths of the property in this country; yet, in all matters 
affecting our lives, our liberties, and our properties, we have 
absolutely no voica Dealing now first with the Legislature, we 
find taxation is imposed upon us without any representation 
whatever ; that taxation is whoUy inequitable, (a) because a much 
greater amount is levied from the people than is required for the 
needs of the Government ; (b) because it is either class taxation 
pure and simple, or by the selection of the subjects, though 
nominally universal, it is made to fall upon our shoulders ; and 
(e) because the necessaries of life are unduly burdened. 

Abuse of Public Expenditubb. 
Expenditure is not controlled by any public official indepen* 
dent of the Gh)vemment. Vast sums are squandered, while the 
Secret Service Fund is a dark mystery to every one. But, essential 
as the power to control taxation and expenditure is to a free 
people, there are other matters of the gravest importance which 
are equally precious. The Legislature in this country is the 
supreme power, apparently uncontrolled by any fixed ConstitutioiL 
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The chanoe will of a majority in a Legialatiire elected by one- 
third of the people is capable of dominating ns in every relation 
of life ; and when we remember that those who hold power belong 
to a different race, speak a different language, and have different 
pursuits from oursdyes, that they regard us with suspicion and 
even hostility, that, as a rule, tiliey are not educated men, and 
that their passions are played upon by unscrupulous adyenturera, 
it must be admitted that we are in yery graye danger. 

Tributb to the Modbratbs. 

I think it is but just to bear tribute to the patriotic endeayours 
of a small band of enlightened men in the Yolksraad, who haye 
earnestly condenmed the policy of the Government, and warned 
them of its danger. To Mr. Jeppe, Mr. Lucas Meyer, the De 
Jagers, Mr. Loyeday, and a few others in the First Raad, leaving 
out the Second Baad, we owe our best thanks, for they have 
fought our battles and confirmed the justice of our cause. But 
when we look to the debates of the last few years, what do we 
find P All through a spirit of hostility, all through an endeavour 
not to meet the just wants of the people, not to remove grievances, 
not to establish the claim to our loyalty by just treatment and 
equal laws, but to repress the publication of the truth, however 
much it might be required in the public interest, to prevent us 
from holding public meetings, to interfere with the Courts, and 
to keep us in awe by force. 

Thb Povtbrs of thb ExBcunvB. 

There is now threatened a danger even greater than those 
which have preceded it. The Government is seeking to get 
through the Legislature an Act which will vest in the Executive 
the power to decide whether men have been guilty of sedition, 
and to deport them and confiscate their goods. The Yolksraad 
has by resolution affirmed this principle, and has instructed the 
Government to bring up a Bill accordingly next session. To-day 
this power rests justly with the Courts of Law; andl can only say 
that, if this Bill becomes law, the power of the Executive Gk>vem- 
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ment of this oountiy would be as absolute as the power of the 
CSnr of Kussia. We shall have said good-bye finally to the last 
principle of liberty. 

Prbsidbiit Ebuobr Indictsd. 

Coming to the Executive Gk>yemment, we find that there is 
no true responsibility to the people, none of the great departments 
of State are controlled by Ministerial officers in the proper sense. 
The President's will is virtually supreme, and he, with his iinique 
influence over the legislators of the House, State-aided by an 
able, if hostile, State Secretary, has been the author of every Act 
directed against the liberties of the people. It is well that this 
should be recognised. It is well that President Eruger should 
be known for what he is, and that once for all the false pedestal 
on which he has stood so long should be destroyed. I challenge 
contradiction when I state that no important Act has found a 
place on the statute-book during the last ten years without the 
seal of President Eruger's will upon it — nay, he is the father of 
every such Act. Bemember that all legislation is initiated by 
the Government, and, moreover. President Eruger has expressly 
supported every Act by which we and our children have been 
deprived by progressive steps of the right to acquire the franchise, 
by which taxation has been imposed upon us almost exclusively, 
and by which the right and the liberty of the press and the right 
of public meetings have been attacked. 

Thb Judgbs and thb Libbbtt of thb Subject. 

Now we come to the judicial system. The High Court of this 
country has, in the absence of representation, been the sole 
guardian of our liberties. Although it has, on the whole, done 
its work ably, affairs are in a very unsatisfactory position. The 
Judges have been underpaid, their salaries have never been 
secure, the most undignified treatment has been meted out to 
them, and the status and independence of the Bench have on 
more than one occasion been attacked. A deliberate attempt was 
made two years ago by President Eruger and his Government 
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to reduce the Bench to a position subordinate to the Executive 
Council, and only recently we had in the Witf ontein matter the 
last of the cases in which the Legislature interfered with vested 
rights of action. The administration of justice by minor officials, 
by native commissioners, and by field -comets, has produced, 
and is producing, the gravest unrest in the country ; and, lastly, 
gentlemen. 

The Grbat Bulwabk of Liberty, 

the right to trial by jurymen who are our peers, is denied to us* 
Only the burgher, or naturalised burgher, is entitled to be a jury- 
man ; or, in other words, any one of us is liable to be tried upon 
the gravest charge possible by jurymen who are in no sense our 
peers, who belong to a different race, who regard us with a 
greater or less degree of hostility, and whose passions, if inflamed 
might prompt them, as weak human creatures, to inflict the 
gravest injustice, even to deprive men of their lives. Supposing, 
in the present tense condition of political feeling, any one of ua 
were tried before a Boer jury on any charge having a political 
flavour about it, should we be tried by our peers, and should we 
have a chance of receiving even-handed justice P 

The Secret Service Fund. 

When we come to the administration, we find there is the 
grossest extravagance, that Secret Service moneys are squandered, 
that votes are exceeded, that the public credit is pledged, as it was 
pledged in the case of the Netherlands Railway Company, and 
later still in the case of the Selati railway, in a manner which is 
whoUy inconsistent with the best interests of the people. 

Squandering the Public Revenue. 

The Delagoa Bay festivities are an instance of a reckless 
disregard of a parliamentary vote ; £20,000 was voted for these 
useless festivities; about £60,000 was really expended, and I 
believe certain favoured gentiemen hailing from Holland derived 
the principal benefit. It is said that £400,000 of our money has 
been transferred for some extraordinary purpose to Holland. 
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Beoently, £17,000 is Mid to have been aent out of the country 
with Dr. Leyds for Secret Service purposes, and the public audit 
seems a &roe. When the ProgressiYe members endeayoured to 
get an explanation about large sums of money, they were silenced 
by a vote of the majority prompted by President Eruger. The 
administration of the public service is in a scandalous condition. 

A OoBBUPT Lbgislaturb. 

Bribery and corruption are rampant. We have had members 
of the Baad accepting presents of imported spiders and watches 
wholesale from the men who were applying for concessions, and 
we have the singular fact that in every instance the recipient of 
the gift voted for the concession. We have the President openly 
stating that such acceptance of presents was wholly moraL We 
have a condition of afibirs in which the time of the meeting of 
the Yolksraad is looked upon as the period of the gravest danger 
to our interests, and it is an open secret that a class of man has 
sprang up who is in constant attendance upon the members of the 
Yolksraad, and whose special business appears to be * influencing' 
of members one way or the other. It is openly stated that 
enormous sums of money have been spent, some to produce ille- 
gitimate results, some to guard against fresh attacks upon vested 
rights. The Legislature passed an Act solemnly denouncing cor- 
ruption in the public service. One man, not an official, was 
punished under the law, but nothing has ever been done since 
to eradicate the eviL 

And a Tainted Civil Sbbvice. 

I think thousands of you are satisfied of the venality of many 
of our public servants. I wish to guard against the assumption 
that all public servants are corrupt. Thank God, there are many 
who are able and honourable men, and it must be gall and worm- 
wood to these men to find the whole tone of the service destroyed, 
and to have themselves made liable to be included under one 
general denunciation. But there can be no health in an ad- 
ministration, and the public morals must be sapped also, when 
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sneh things as the Smit case and the recent Stiemans case ga 
unnotioed and unpunished. 

Two Olaeino Oasbs. 

I think it right to state openly what those cases are. N. J. 
Smit is the son of a member of the Goyemment. He absented 
himself for months without leave. He was meantime charged in 
the newspapers with embezzlement. He returned, was fined £25 
lor being absent without leave, and was reinstated in office. Ho 
is now the Mining Commissioner of Elerksdorp. He has been 
charged in at least two newspapers — one of them a Dutch news- 
paper. Land en Volk, published within a stone's throw of the 
Government office — ^with being an 'unpunished thief,' and yet 
the Gt>vemment have taken no notice of it, nor has he thought fit 
to bring an action to clear himself. In the Stiemans case twO' 
officials in the Mining Department admitted in the witness-box 
that they had agreed to further the application of a relative for the 
grant of a piece of land at Johannesburg on condition that they 
were each to receive one-quarter of the proceeds. A third official, 
the Landdrost of Pretoria, admitted that he had received £800 for 
his 'influence' in furthering the application; yet no notice has 
been taken by the Government of their scandalous conduct, and 
sad to say judges who heard the case did not think it their duty 
to conmient strongly upon the matter. I have in my possession 
now a notarial deed which proves that the Railway Commissioner,, 
the Landdrost, and the Commandant at Pretoria, are members of 
a syndicate whose avowed object is, or was, to wrest from the 
companies their right to the bewaarplaaUen. This shows what 
is going on, and what is the measure of safety to title to property. 
Those who should guard our rights are our worst enemies. In a 
law introduced by the present Gh)vemment, the Gt>vemment,. 
instead of the Courts, are the final judges in cases of disputed 
elections. No Election Committees are allowed. This operates 
against candidates opposed to the Gh)vemment, because the 
Government has virtually a vast standing army of committee- 
men, henchmen, officials being allowed openly to take part in 
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swaying elections^ and the OoYeniment being in a position, by 
the distribution of contracts, appointments, purchase of conces* 
sicmSy the expenditure of Secret Service money, and otherwise, to 
faring into existence and maintain a large number of supporters 
who act as canvassers always on the right side in times of 
elections. 

Nativb Affairs. 

The administration of native afihirs is a gross scandal, and a 
source of immense loss and danger to the community. Native 
Commissioners have been permitted to practise extortion, injustice,, 
and cruelty upon the natives under their jurisdiction. The 
Gkrvemment have allowed petty tribes to be goaded into rebellion. 
We have had to pay the cost of the * wars,' while the wretched 
victims of their policy have had their tribes broken up, sources of 
native labour have been destroyed, and large numbers of prisoners 
have been kept in gaol for something like eighteen months without 
trial. It was stated in the newspapers that, out of sixty-three 
men imprisoned, thirty-one had died in that period, while ^e rest 
were languishing to death for want of vegetable food. We have 
had revelations of repulsive cruelty on the part of the field- 
eomets. We all remember the Bachmann case, and the April 
case, in which the judges found field-comets guilty of brutal 
conduct to unfortunate natives ; but the worst features about these 
cases is that the Government has set the seal of its approval upon 
the acts of these officials by paying the costs of the actions out of 
public funds, and the President of the State a few days ago made 
the astounding statement in regard to the April case that, not- 
withstanding the judgment of the High Court, the Government 
thought that Prinsloo was right in his action, and therefore paid 
the costs. The Gbvemment is enforcing the plakkerstcet, which 
forbids the locating of more than five families on one farm. The 
field-comets in various districts have recently broken up homes of 
large numbers of natives settled on ' Uitlanders" lands, just at the 
time when they had sown their crops to provide the next winter's 
food. The application of this law is most uneven, as large number» 
of natiyes are left on the farms of the Boers. Quite recently a 
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well-known oitusen brought into the oountry, at great expense, 
some hundreds of families, provided them with land, helped them 
to start life, stipulating only that he should be able to draw from 
amongst them labour at a &ir wage to develop his properties* 
Scarcely had they been settled when the field-comet came down 
and scattered the people, distributing them among Boer farms. 
The sources of the native labour supply have been seriously 
interfered with at the borders by Government measures, and 
difficulties have been placed in the way of transport of natives by 
railway to the mines. These things are all a drain upon us as a 
State, and many of them are a burning disgrace to us as a people. 

The Education Scandal. 
The great public that subscribes the bulk of the revenue is 
virtually denied all benefit of State aid in education. There has 
been a deliberate attempt to HoUanderise the Bepublic, and to kill 
the English language. Thousands of children are growing up in 
this land in ignorance, unfitted to run the race of life, and there is 
the possibility that a large number of them will develop into 
criminals. We have had to tax ourselves privately to guard 
against these dangers, and the iniquity of denying education to 
the children of men who are paying taxes is so manifest that I 
pass on with mingled feelings of anger and disgust. 

Railways. 
This important branch of the public service is entirely in the 
hands of a corporation domiciled in Holland. This corporation 
holds a concession — of course, under which not only ¥ras there no 
adequate control over expenditure in construction, but it is entitled 
to charge, and is charging us, outrageous tariffs. How out- 
rageous these are will be seen from the admission made by Mr. 
Middleberg, that the short section of ten miles between Boksburg 
.^md Krugersdorp is paying more than the interest on the cost of 
the construction of the whole line of railway to Delagoa Bay. To 
4idd these to its general revenue, of which 10 per cent, is set 
.aside as a sinking fund, and then to take for itself 16 per cent of 
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4e TialancBi the Oompaiij leports annoally to the Baad froHi 
Ameierdaiii in a language which is practically foreign to it, and 
makas up its accounts in goelders, a coinage which our legislators, 
I Tentore to saj, know nothing of — and this is independence f 
We are liable as guarantors for tilie whole of the debt. Lines have 
been built entirely on our credit, and yet we have no say and no 
eontrol over these important public works beyond the show of 
oonftral which is supposed to be exercised by the present Bailway 
Oomniissioner. The Company, in conjunction with the ExecutiTe 
OoTcmment, is in a position to control our destinies to an 
snormons extent, to influence our relations internally and ex- 
ternally, to bring about such friction with the neighbouring Statea 
as to set the whole of South Africa in tumult. Petitions have 
been presented to the Baad, but the President has constantly 
brushed these aside with the well-wom argument that the inde- 
pendence of the State is inTolred in the matter. It is involved in 
the matter, as all who remember the recent Drifts question will 
admit. I have been told that it is dangerous for the coimtry to 
take over the railway, because it would afford such an immense 
field lor corruption. Surely this is the strongest condenmation of 
the Gbvemment by its friends, for, if it is not fit to run a railway, 
how can it be fit to manage a whole State f The powers control- 
ling this railway are flooding the public service with Hollanders 
to the exclusion of our own people, and I may here say that in 
the most important departments of the State we are being con- 
trolled by the gentlemen from the Low Country. While the 
innocent Boer hugs to himself the delusion that he is preserving 
his independence, they control us politically through Dr. Leyds, 
financially through the Netherlands Bailway, educationally 
through Dr. Mansvelt, and in the Department of Justice through 
Dr. Coster. 

Custom and Trade. 

The policy of the Government in regard to taxation may be 
ptaetically described as protection without production. The most 
monstKnis hardships result to consumers, and merchants can 
scarcely say from day to day where they are. Twice now has the 
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€h>Yemment entered into competition with traders who have paid 
their licenseB and rents and who keep staflb. BeoentI j grain 
became scarce. The Gbvemment were petitioned to suspend the 
duties, which are cruellj high, in order to assist the mining 
industry to feed its labourers. The OoYemment refused this 
request on the plea that it was not in a position to suspend duties 
without the permission of the Yolksraad, and yet within a lew 
days we find that the Ooyemment has granted a concession to 
one of its friends to import grain free of duty, and to sell it in 
•competition with the merchants who have to pay duties. I do not 
attempt to deal with this important question adequately, but give 
this example to show how the Gbyemment regards the rights of 
traders. 

MONOPOLIBS. 

It has been the steady policy of the Goyemment to grant 
<X)ncessions. No sooner does any commodity become absolutely 
essential to the community than some harpy endeavours to get a 
concession for its supply. There is scarcely a commodity or a 
right which has not been made the subject of an application for 
the grant of a concession. We all remember the bread and jam 
concession, the water concession, the electric lighting concession^ 
and many others, but I need only point to the dynamite concession 
to show how these monopolies tend to paralyse our industries. 
There may be some of you who have not yet heard, and some who 
have forgotten, the facts connected with this outrage upon public 
rights. 

Story of thb Btnamitb Concbssion. 

Some years ago Mr. Lippert got a concession for the sole right 
to manufacture and sell dynamite and all other explosives. He 
was to manufacture the dynamite in this country. For years he 
imported dynamite under the name of Guhr Impregne duty free. 
He never manufactured dynamite in the country, and upon public 
exposure the Government ¥ras compelled to cancel the concession, 
the President himself denouncing the action of the concessionaire 
as fraudulent. For a time we breathed freely, thinking we were 
rid of this incubus, but within a few months the Government 
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granted yirtually to the same people another oonoeesion, under 
which they are now taking from the pockets of the public 
£600,000 per annum, and this is a charge which will go on 
growing should the mining industry sarvive the persistent 
attempts to strangle it. How a body charged with the public 
interests could be parties to this scandalous fleecing of the public 
passes comprehension. Then the curious feature about the matter 
is that the Oovemment gets some petty fraction of this vast sum, 
and the concessionaires have on this plea obtained enormous 
advances of public moneys from the Government without security 
to carry on their trade. Shortly, the concessionaires are entitled 
to charge 90«. per case for dynamite, while it could be bought if 
there were no concession for about 30«. per case. It may be 
stated incidentally that Mr. Wohnarans, a member of the Gh>vem- 
ment, has been for years challenged to deny that he is enjoying 
a royalty of 28. on every case of dynamite sold, and that he has 
up to tibie present moment neglected to take up the challenge. 
Proper mtmicipal government is denied to us, and we all know 
how much this means in regard to health, comfort, and the value 
of property. The statute-books are disfigured with enactments 
imposing religious disabilities, and the English language— the 
language spoken by the great bulk of the people — is denied all 
official recognition. The natural result of the existing condition 
of things is that the true owners of the mines are those who have 
invested no capital in them — ^the Government, the railway con- 
cessionaires, the dynamite concessionaires, and othera The 
country is rich, and under proper government could be developed 
marvellously, but it cannot stand the drain of the present 
exactions. We have lived largely upon foreign capital, and the 
total amounts of the dividends available for shareholders in 
companies is ridiculously small as compared with the aggregate 
amount of capital invested in mining ventures. Some day the 
inevitable result upon our credit and upon trade will be forced 
upon us. 
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HaTEED or THB EUZON. 

Tliere k no disgoiimg tiie laet thftt ihe originBl policy of the 
GoYwnme&t is based upon intense hostility to the English- 
qwaUng population, and that even against the enfranchised 
horgher of this State there is the determination to retain all 
power in the hands of those who are enjoying the sweets of office 
now, and naturally the grateful crowd of relations and friends and 
henohmen ardently support the existing rigime; but there are 
unmistakaHe signs, and the President fears that the policy which 
he has hitherto adopted will not be sufficient to keep in check the 
growing population. It seems the set purpose of the Oovemment 
to repress the growth of the industry, to tax it at every turn, to 
provent the working elnssos from settling here and maldng their 
homes and surrounding themsdves with their families, and there 
18 no mistaking the significance of the action of the President 
when he exposed the throwing open of the town lands of Pretoria 
on the ground that * he might have a second Johannesburg there,' 
nor that of his speech upon the motion for the employment of 
^i^mnT^il drills to prospeot Goyemment lands, which he opposed 
kotly, on the ground that * there is too much gold here already/ 

Thb Policy of Forcb. 

We haye now openly the policy of force revealed to us. 
£260,000 is to be spent upon the completing of a fort at Pretoria, 
£100,000 is to be spent upon a fort to terrorise the inhabitants of 
Johannesburg, large orders are sent to Erupp's for big guns. 
Maxims have been ordered, and we are even told that German 
officers are coming out to drill the burghers. Are these things 
necessary, or are they calculated to irritate the feeling to breaking 
point P What necessity is there for forts in peaceful inland 
towns? Why should the Government endeavour to keep us in 
subjection to unjust laws by the power of the sword, instead of 
making themselves live in the heart of the people by a broad 
policy of justice? What can be said of a policy which de- 
liberately divides the two great sections of the people from each 
other instead of uniting them under equal laws, or the policy 
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irliioh keeps us in eternal turmoil with the neighbouring States f 
What flhaJl he «dd of &e etateeraft^ every aot of whieh aowa 
fermenti^ diaoontent^ or race-hatred, and reveals a ooneeption of 
republioaniMn under which the only privilege of the majority of 
the people is to provide the revenue, and to bear insult, while 
only those are considered BepuUicans who speak a certain 
language^ and in greater or less degree share the prejudices of 
the ruling rf^M W^i . 

A Stibrino Psboration. 

I think this policy can never succeed, unless men are abso- 
hitely bereft of every quality which made their fore&thers free 
men ; unless we have Mien so low that we are prepared to forget 
honour, self-respect, and our duty to our children. Once more, I 
wish to state again in unmistakable language what has been bo 
frequently stated in perfect sincerity before, that we desire an 
independent republic which shall bo a true republic, in which 
every man who is prepared to take the oath of allegiance to the 
State shall have equal rights, in which our children shall be 
brought up side by side as united members of a strong Common- 
wealth ; that we are animated by no race-hatred, that we desire 
to deprive no man, be his nationality what it may, of any right. 

Thb Ohambbr of th£ Union. 

We have only two questions to consider: (a) What do we 
want P (b) How shall we get it P I have stated plainly what our 
grievances are, and I shall answer with equal directness the 
question, * What do we want P ' We want : (1) the establish- 
ment of this Bepublic as a true Bepublic; (2) a Orondwet or 
Constitution which shall be framed by competent persons selected 
by representatives of the whole people and framed on lines laid 
^wn by them — a Constitution which shall be safeguarded against 
hasty alteration ; (3) an equitable firanchise law and &ir repre- 
:sentation; (4) equality of the Dutch and English languages; 
(5) responsibility to the Legislature of the heads of the great 
•departments; (6) removal of religious disabilities; (7) inde- 
pendence of the Courts of Justice, with adequate and secured 
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ranuneration of the judges; (8) liberal and comprehensive 
education; (9) efficient civil service, with adequate provision 
for pay and pension ; (10) free trade in South African products. 
That is what we want. There now remains the question which is 
to be put before you at the meeting of January 6th, viz.. How 
shall we get it P To this question I shall expect from you an 
answer in plain terms according to your deliberate judgment. 

Ohas. Leonard, 
Chairman Transvaal National Union^ 

Deember 25M, 1896. 
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^T^HE stdrring events which have occurred in South Afriea, 
^ and the fact that those eyents are indiasolubly bound up 
with the liberties and sentiment of a very large numbeor of Brituih 
sabjectsy with the material interests of thousands of shareholders 
in Europe, and possibly — nay, probably — with much greater 
destiniesy cause me to think that a short statement of &cts may 
help towards the formation of a just public opinion and a solution 
of some of the existing difficulties. It may be well for me to 
state who I am. Bom in South Africa, I settled in the South 
African Bepublic nearly eight years ago, and in 1892 I helped to 
form the political association called 'The Transvaal National 
Union,' of which I have been the Chairman for a considerable 
time. I was sent by my associates from Johannesburg to Cape 
Town a few days before the Jameson incident occurred, and was, 
therefore, prevented from taking any part in the events which 
happened at that time. I am precluded, in view of the impending 
trials in London and Pretoria^ from discussing those events ; but 
as one who, from the first, has been a leader in the struggle for 
liberty, I conceive it to be my duty to make public the broad facts 
connected with the struggle, as I find there is still a great deal of 
misconception prevailing in regard to the situation. The Jameson 
Raid is an incident which does not affect the rights or the wrongs 
of the Uitlanders, although it has to some extent become 
connected with them: I shall, therefore, consider the political 
situation as it existed before Jameson crossed the frontier, with a 
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view to determimng who is responsible for the friction between 
the Government and the people. 

I find that a good many people think that the Uitlanders have 
not muoh to complain of , and that the movement in Johannesburg^ 
was caused by a few unsorapulous financiers for purely selfish ends. 
If this view were permitted to prevail, not only would it affect the 
liberties of large numbers of Englishmen, Americans, and even 
Germans, who have striven for simple right, but it might 
influence the destinies of South Africa for all time; while it 
would certainly enable the enemies of England's children to 
triumph in the future still more than they have done in the past. 
The fact is that for years the struggle for the simple right to vote 
has been carried on by the general body of Uitlanders, and their 
bitterest cry ¥ras that the great capitalists * sat on the rail * and 
refused to help them. Only in '95 did those capitalists join the- 
movement. Yet it is now stated that they * created a situation ^ 
for their own ends I As matter of fact, they threw in their lot in 
'95 because they were at last satisfied that tiieir material interests 
were in the gravest danger, and that there was no hope of 
averting the further results of misgovemment unless combined 
action were taken. If the capitalists only took an active part in 
politics in '95, and if they then ' created the situation,' how come» 
it that in '92, at a meeting attended by thousands of enthusiastia 
and eager citicens, the 'National Union' was formed by a 
unanimous vote (the big capitalists not being present)? Its 
objects were : — (a) * The maintenance of the independence of the 
Bepublic ' ; and {b) * To obtain, by all constitutional means, equal 
rights for all citizens of this Bepublic and the redress of aU 
grievances.' I had the honour to move the first resolution at the 
meeting of citizens referred to, in the following terms : — 

* That regard being had to the great influx of population inte 
this State, the magnitude of their interests, the fact that 
the greater portion of the public revenue is contributed 
by them, while they have no voice in the legislation of 
the country, that many grievances and abuses caU for 
redress, and that there is reason to fear that exclusion 
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from politioal rights may develop into a source of weakness 
and danger to the State, it is desirable to form a Union 
to obtain politioal rights and the redress of grieyances.' 
It was resolved : — 

< That this meeting of the National Union regards the great 

number of persons who have taken up their abode in this 

BepuUic, and who contribute mainly to its support, aa 

entitled to participate in the Goyemment, and considers 

that the right of voting for members of the Legislature 

and the office of President should be extended to all 

male white citizens of full age, who have resided for two 

years in the State, and who occupy or own property, 

freehold or leasehold, to the value of £100, or who are 

earning a salary of £100 per annum/ 

It followed as a matter of course, under the law, that those who 

daimed the rights of citixens must take the oath of allegiance and 

accept the obligations of citizenship, including military service. 

The men who formed that Union were sincere and earnest in 

their endeavours to secure true equality, to strengthen the 

Government, to estabUsh confidence and goodwill among all 

sections of the community, and to guard against the dangers 

which have threatened, and still threaten, the Bepublic. But, 

from the first, the Union was bitterly opposed by Mr. Kruger 

and the groups of foreign concessionaires who surround him, 

its every act and word wero distorted, and the most unworthy 

suspicions were sown in the minds of the simple burghers, who 

are brave, hardy, illiterate, and comparatively uneducated men, 

animated by a passionate love for independence, and — being 

prone to fear the loss of it — only too ready to believe those who 

aro their greatest enemies. It is a striking &ct that those who 

value liberty so much should permit the denial of it to others. 

The Union published in Dutch and circulated amongst the 
burghers a pamphlet setting out its objects and deaUng, in 
moderate language, with the causes which led to its formation. 
Mr. Kruger answered by a manifesto so violent and abusive that 
the Union, desiring moderation, did not deem it wise to translate 
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it to the Engliah-speaking poblio. Then Mr. Kroger solicited 
an interview with the leaders of the Union. I was present, and 
from that day became, and have remained, convinced that he ia 
animated by intense hostility to the Uitlanders and a determina- 
tion at all hazards to exclude them from a share in the govern- 
ment of the country. During the discussion it was pointed out 
to him that, if he gave us the vote, the old burghers would still 
retain a majority in the Legislature, as we Uitlanders were all 
congregated in two or three districts, and, consequently, we should 
only be able to elect (say) six members out of twenty-four ; but he 
was obdurate. He said too that, if we could vote, we would also 
elect our own President, the election being determined by the 
majority of votes cast in the whole country. In reply we offered, 
if he would give us the vote for the Ohamber, to leave the right to 
elect the President in the hands of the Old Burghers for the 
present, trusting to time to prove our fitness for citizenship in 
the fullest sense. In vain I Before that interview ended — an 
interview which I then described as historic— he said to us in 
anger, ' Gk> back, and tell your people I will never give them 
anything. I shall never change my policy; and now let the 
atorm burst I ' That he told the truth in anger is manifest from 
the character of the Acts which he has caused to be placed on the 
statute-book. 

Let me say here that the Union's proceedings were always 
public ; that all its resolutions were promptly forwarded to the 
Gbvemment; that never at any time did it do anything 
unconstitutional. After its formation it steadily pursued the 
constitutional course : it endeavoured to influence Boer thought 
by moderate pamphlets ; it held meetings to illustrate the justice 
of its claims and the danger of denjring them ; and it presented 
petition after petition, couched in respectful, moderate language, 
to the Yolksraad praying for an amelioration of the lot of the 
Uitlanders. It never was violent or disrespectful. Some seven 
or eight men in the Baad, of higher patriotism and broader views 
than the others, supported the plea for reforms, but the majority, 
led always by Eruger, resisted changes in our favour, and, as I 
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diall diow in detail, passed law after law to make our position 
worse instead of better. 

In '94 a petition to the Volksraad, signed by thirteen thou- 
sand men, was reoeiyed with ' oontemptuons laughter and 
jeers.' In '95 a petition signed by thirty-eight thousand men, 
praying that they might ' under reasonable conditions be admitted 
to the full rights of dtixens,' was rejected by a majority — 
inspired by Mr. Kruger. A few Liberal members supported 
the prayer, and spoke, in solemn warning, of the dangers of 
refusaL Other members opposed with violence, one (Mr. Otto) 
saymg we should have* to fight to get our rights. It must be 
added that for years we have been deluded by President Eruger 
with &ir words and promises of reforms which were ncTer 
fulfilled. For instance, in '92 he sent us a written message 
jntmusing to introduce a measure which would provide for the 
admission of ' trustworthy persons ' to the rights of citizenship. 
The fulfilment of that promise came in '93, when he introduced, 
and induced the Baad to pass, a law the virtual effect of which 
was to exclude us all from civic rights for evert He had 
admitted that there were some 'trustworthy persons:' yet by 
his own act he deprived them of the rights he had acknowledged 
to be theirs — a manifest injustice and a breach of faith combined. 
I may add that on more than one occasion Mr. Eruger had spoken 
in public of the IJitlanders as if they were a commimity of thieves 
and murderers. 

I have dealt at length with the history of the movement in 
atieat to show that it proceeded from the great body of the people; 
and that it was conducted with eminent moderation. How widely 
the grievances were felt may be inferred from the readiness of 
thousands of men, with everything to lose and nothing — save 
liberty and justice — ^to gain, to take up arms, and from the fact 
that those who assumed the responsibilities of leaders of the 
Beform Movement represented all classes of society. I am not a 
capitalist, but a plain man, nurtured in the traditions of English 
liberty, who have made considerable sacrifices for what I believe 
to be the right. But I have yet to leam that capitalists are not 
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entitled to agitate for the rights which the poorest man in 
England enjoys, and I am only concerned to show that there 
was, to use Mr. Balfour's word, 'nothing mean, or sordid, or 
personal' in the motives which animated the IJitlanders and 
those leaders who for years had ungrudgingly given their time 
and labour to the work of achieving liberty. We have a just 
cause, and it is our duty — ^whatever mistakes may have been 
made — to prevent the real issues from being obscured, and to see 
that justice is done all round, lest the very gravest consequences 
ensue. 

Let me now turn to the conditions under which we IJitlanders 
have to live. In '81 England, though smarting under military 
disaster, gave back the Transvaal to the Boers, in terms of a 
Convention. At that time the Constitution conferred the right 
to acquire full citizenship after two years' residence. The 
Convention did not guard against the Bepublic's altering the 
*8t(Uu8 quo as it was present to the minds of Her Majesty's 
advisers when they negotiated' it. To Mr. Chamberlain we 
are indebted for raising the point as to the validity of that 
ehange. Indeed, the nation which treated the Boers thus 
generously could scarce have foreseen that they woidd so use 
the powers given to them as, within a few short years, to 
reduce her sons to the position of helots. 

The Convention stipulated for the right of strangers to enter 
and reside in the country; and it must be assumed that this 
was intended to carry with it the right to acquire civic equality 
on the basis of the Constitution as it then existed. Nominally 
carrying out the Convention, the Republic failed to observe the 
spirit of good feeling and good faith which had, so far as 
England was concerned, brought it into existence. It made, 
indeed, the sorriest return for * magnanimity.' In '82 the period 
of residence before acquiring the franchise was increased to five 
years. After the retrocession, the fortunes of the country were 
for some time at so low an ebb that at one time the Qovemment 
was compelled to raise five thousand pounds &om a private 
individual, on mortgage of State lands, at twelve per cent. 
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interest, to pay its civil servants. Then came discoyeries of 
gold, by which a large population was moved to settle the 
country, and to invest millions sterling in the development of 
its resources. This development could never have been done 
by the Boers, who had not the money, nor the enterprise, nor the 
knowledge for the work. But, then, for the Uitlander, the 
Transvaal would have been where it was prior to the gold 
discoveries. Again, the new settlers made their homes and 
invested their money on the basis of the Oonstitution as it 
existed when they came in : i.^., that they could become 
burghers after five years' residence. Before, however, tliat 
time elapsed, the Legislature increased the period of residence 
from five years to fifteen. In '90 a Second Chamber was created ; 
and it was provided that XJitlanders could elect members to this 
Chamber aiter a two years' residence, and might themselves be 
eligible for election after four years. This Second Chamber bears 
no analogy to ' Second ' Chambers in otiier countries : it has no 
powers in relation to taxation, or any other of the vital functions 
of government; it does not consider the subjects dealt with by 
the First Yolksraad; and, having no veto or voice on those 
subjects, it is absolutely powerless to control such legislation by 
the First Yolksraad as affects the lives, liberties, and properties 
of the people whom it affects to represent. It has been very 
useful to its inventors, for the fact that it exists has made the 
outer world believe that the Uitlander is represented. But its 
true character and the object of its creation are now so well 
understood in Africa that it is laughed at as a snare and a 
delusion. All real power, including the power to levy taxes, 
is reserved to the First Chamber; and from this Chamber the 
Uitlander is virtually excluded for ever^ as I shall show. 

Concurrently with the granting of this mockery, Mr. Eruger 
induced the Raad to enact a law providing that the right to vote 
for the First Chamber might be acquired by Uitlanders after ten 
years, and that Uitlanders shoidd become eligible for election to 
the First Yolksraad after fifteen years. It must be remarked 
that the probationary period only begins to run from the date on 
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wldoli Uitlandeni register their names in the Field-Comets' lists. 
In other words, if a man had been in the ooimtry (say) ten years, 
ke oonld not olaim the right to vote unless his name had been for 
ten years on the Lists ; so that he must ' serye ' for ten years 
longer, or do without. The law proTides that every one ooming 
to reside in the country shaU, within fourteen days, enrol his 
name on the Field-Comets' books, and, failing this, be liable to a 
fine of thirty shillings. The average man knows nothing about 
ihis, and the Government has never enforced the law. The Field- 
Oomet of Johannesburg sees thousands of men round him for 
years whose names are not on his Lists, yet he says never a 
word, and some day they find tliat, as they have not been enrolled, 
their years of residence count for nothing. The policy is obvious. 
If after ten years' residence a man comes to claim his vote, the 
Gfovemment will shrug its shoulders and send him away, with the 
vemark that he has failed to comply with the very law which it 
has carefully abstained from enforcing. The net result is — 
exclusion from citizenship. The word 'Naturalisation,' in the 
Transvaal law, does not mean that the person 'naturalised' 
becomes a citizen : it only means that he has renounced his old 
allegiance, is liable for military service, and has obtained the right 
to vote for a sham Chamber. 

The worst change in the original stakes quo occurred in '98. 
During the Session of tliat year President Eruger got the Baad 
to pass a law providing that a man could only get the right to 
vote for and become a member of the First Chamber ten years 
after he had become eligible for election to the Second Chamber. 
Now, as the law stipulates that no one can be a member of the 
Second Chamber until he is thirty years of age, it follows that 
no man could get these rights until he has reached the age of 
forty, even if he got over the other barriers that have been 
erected. To get the right to sit in the Second Chamber, he must 
have taken the oath of allegiance, and this would mean that 
during twelve years, before he could possibly become a member 
of the First Chamber, he woidd be debarred from the enjoyment 
of full citizens' rights in any State. He would, in short, get only 
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the right to sit in a sham Chamber and be liable to military 
Mrvice. But, even if he chose to cUmb this ladder to freedom, 
he would find at the end that he could not vote for the offices ol 
President and Commandant-GteneraL Can any one doubt that 
this means virtually exclusion — an affectation of giving that 
which is really denied P 

At this time there was some hope that the coming election, ol 
twelve new members, would result in the return of men who 
might reverse Mr. Kruger's policy. To guard against this Mr. 
Eruger got the Yolksraad to insert the following clause in the 
Act of 1893: — 'Extension of the electoral right cannot occur 
unless a proposal to that effect has been published in the Staaia 
Courani for the period of one year, and at least two-thirds of the 
said enfranchised burghers have by memorials declared themselves 
in favour of it.' Enfranchised burghers are those alone who 
acquired the right of citiienship before '90, or their offspring I 
Now, all legislation is, as matter of fact, initiated by the Govern- 
ment — ^the introduction of private bills being unknown; and it 
follows that the Government, under this clause, again laid hands 
on what is virtually the right of preventing any change in a 
liberal direction. Moreover, it is impossible to suppose that, even 
if other difficulties could be got over, the consent of two-thirds 
of the burghers could ever be obtained. The manifest intention 
of the Baad was to shut its doors for ever.* At last President 
Eruger was safe, you woidd have thought? Not so! In '94 
he spoke in favour of the Baad's enacting that XJitlander children, 
bom on Transvaal soil, shoidd not enjoy the franchise unless their 
fathers had taken the oath of allegiance ; and, accordingly, this 
wish of his became law. 

My readers will probably be astonished to learn that all this 
legislation was passed by a Yolksraad numbering twenty-four 
members. It therefore follows that thirteen men may control 
the destinies of a country which is as large as France, and in 

* Tlie Government was, however, careful to reserve to itself the power to 
admit to fiill dtisenship any person whom it might deem desirable to admit >-a 
power whidi has been used, I believe, but never in favour of the Uitlander class. 
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m^hidh two-lihirds of the popalation have no voice ! I need soaroe 
denote the dangers resulting from the smallness in number of the 
men to be influenced in regard to any measure before the House. 
It is worthy of mention, however, that in '96 the Baad passed a 
resolution in favour of increasing the number of its members (to 
be elected by the Boers, of course) ; and that Mr. Eruger had the 
assurance, after the prorogation speech, to incorporate in a fore- 
well discourse an almost tearful appeal to members not to push 
ike resolution — fwt to increase the voting strength of the Raad : 
which shows the value which he sets upon a small and pliable 
I^egislature. 

The whole scheme, which is ingenious and complex, amounts 
to this : — ^The Uitlander must take an oath of allegiance two 
years after being registered in the Field-Comets' Lists, if he is 
ever to look for citizens' rights ; it is virtually impossible for him 
ever to get those rights ; from the time of taking the oath he 
becomes liable to military service ; and if he declines this one- 
sided bargain, his children are denied their birth-right. This 
means that the Boers, and their descendants, shall constitute a 
privileged caste for all time, enjoying all political power, and 
controlling the destinies of those who have made their country 
for them, and are superior to them in numbers, wealth, culture, 
and enterprise. Contrast with this the liberal institutions of the 
Cape Colony. A Transvaal burgher could go to that Colony, 
and, by merely applying to be made a British citizen, publishing 
his intention in the GhiMette, taking the oath of allegiance, and 
paying a small fee of office — a few shillings — ^he coidd be 
a4mitted to all the privileges of citizenship. Contrast it, too, 
with the law of the Dutch Orange Free State, where a stranger 
can get full citizenship after two years' residence. 

Now, I have no hesitation in saying that for all these, and 
some other Acts against liberty. President Eruger is primarily 
responsible. His will has been supreme ever since his assumption 
of office ; without his approval none of these measures coidd ever 
have become law ; and it is essential that this be steadily borne in 
mind. The idea has been carefully diffused that Mr. Eruger is a 
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libend-minded statesman, who is always being preyented from 
carrying reforms by a reactionary Legislature. I challenge him, 
as I challenge his supporters, to produce the record of one single 
utterance of his against these measures. When, too, it is 
remembered — apart from other proofs — that all legislation ia 
initiated by the Oovemment of which he has been both head and 
body, it is impossible for the public to discharge him of his grave 
and indubitable responsibility. No : to Mr. Eruger's policy, and 
to the administration and operation of the laws for which he ia 
responsible, must be attributed, without hesitation, the exas- 
peration and the abiding sense of wrong which have so moved a 
oommimity of peaceful citizens ; and only by a complete reversal 
of that policy can permanent peace and prosperity be assured. 

Let us now turn to the consideration — ^necessarily brief — of 
the relative conditions of Boer and TJitlander. The official hand- 
book issued by the Transvaal Government puts the Boer male 
population (which includes boys of sixteen) at twenty-five 
thousand. The male TJitlander population may, I think, be 
fairly put at fifty thousand. There is no census to guide us ; but 
we have the fact, that in '95 a petition for the franchise was 
signed by thirty-two thousand five hundred residents in the 
Witwatersrand (Johannesburg) district alone. It is fair to 
assume that considerable numbers did not sign it — owing to 
absence, want of opportunity, and the like. If, then, we add 
these to the XJitlanders in the other gold-bearing districts — 
Barberton, Lydenburg, Elerksdorp, Potchefstroom, &c. — the total 
may fairly be taken at fifty thousand XJitlanders against twenty- 
five thousand burghers. All the burghers are farmers, living on 
isolated steadings, hating cities and city ways, able to read and 
write, but not much more, and reading only newspapers, which to 
a large extent have persisted in misleading them, and in fomenting 
race-hatred for selfish ends. (There is one noble exception. Land 
en Volk : it has done splendid work in the cause of just adminis- 
tration.) They are not gifted with the energy and the habits of 
work bom of older societies, where competition has been keen ; 
they have had the run of admirable markets for their produce ; 
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they enjoy a practical immunity from taxation ; they love their 
independence ardently, and are ready to defend it with their 
lives ; they are kindly-natured people, trusting utterly where thej 
have learned to trust ; but they are slow of speech and thought^ 
and they are suspicious of strangers. Their dominant fear is lor 
their independence; and it is by playing on this fear that 
President Eruger has kept himself in power. And now, by the 
irony of fate, he is able to point to consequences which, but for 
his policy, woidd never have occurred, and to justify to the Boer, 
who does not analyse, that policy by those consequences ! It is a 
strange juggle, but it is a juggle after his own heart. 

The Boers own about half the farms in the Transvaal, having 
sold the other half to Uitlanders. The Uitlanders own half the 
land, then, with all the mines and machinery, and the bulk of the 
town properties. Also, they carry on all the trades, except the 
agricultural and pastoral industries, which are in the hands of 
the Boers. It is computed that they and those whom they repre- 
sent in Europe own nine-tenths of the aggregate value of property 
in the State. The Boer levies all the taxes ; the Uitlander pays 
nearly all the taxes. The Boer knows very little from books, and 
what he has gained by experience of business relates only to 
stock-breeding and agriculture. Yet he legislates by Divine 
Right on all the intricate questions raised by a complex modem 
civilisation, which has come upon him almost as suddenly as if it 
had dropped from the moon. In this legislation he is assisted by 
advisers from Europe whose methods and whose ideas of liberty 
are distinctly Continental ; yet he wonders that men do not think 
the effect satisfactory, and calmly suggests that dissatisfied people 
— %.€., the whole Uitlander population — should leave the country 
in which they have been induced to invest their fortunes. He 
invites strangers to settle and invest under promise of political 
partnership after a definite time; and then, when they have 
struck root in the soil, and cannot get away without ruin, he 
refuses the partnership! What are the results? It seems 
ridiculous, in the nineteenth century, to have to state to free 
people the proposition that taxation and representation go 
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together. But it will be well, I thiok, to state the XJitlander 
grieTanoes : — 

(Ist) Taxation in Excess of the Needs of Gfovemment. — Prior to 
the last financial year Gbyemment had a surplus of one million 
sterling. The financial year now drawing to a close will, it is 
belieyed, produce a reyenue of over three millions and a surplus of 
about one million sterling. The total surplus, therefore, will be 
two millions sterling. What this accumulation means to the 
Transyaal Gbvemment is only to be guessed at ; but men say it 
is for purposes connected with the Delagoa Bay Railway, and 
with territorial aggrandisement, at the same time that (it is 
alleged) there is at this moment £450,000 (all XJitlander money) 
in Europe to be used for secret ends, as to which, whatever their 
nature, the XJitlander has no say. 

(2nd) Class Taxation. — One instance is the Stamp Receipt 
Law. Only the commercial man {i.e., the XJitlander) is compelled 
to stamp a receipt — the Boer escapes. Another is the recent tax 
of twenty pounds a year on farms held by companies, syndicates, 
or partnerships. The Boer holds his land as an individual — and 
escapes. 

(3rd) Unnecessary Taxation on the Necessaries of Life by Means 
nf Import Dues. — The articles selected for heavy taxation are those 
which the XJitlander must use, and which either are not produced 
or are insufficiently produced in the Transvaal. Flour pays 
Is. 6d. per one hundred pounds ; mealies, 5s. a bag ; bacon, ham, 
and butter. Is. a pound ; eggs, 6d. a dozen ; and so on. These 
taxes, and the absence of State-aided education in the English 
language, make it hard for workmen to keep families in the 
Transvaal. Many of the married men leave their families in 
England; while single men stay single. In this way men are 
compelled to accept conditions imdesirable from every point of 
view ; morality and the State suffer ; and the Government is able 
to describe the workers as belonging to a floating population, not 
entitled to civic rights. Do you see the relation of cause and 
effect, and the use that is made of the effect P Assuredly no want 
of revenue can be alleged in justification of this taxation of food- 
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stofEs. A working man, with seven children, told me a short 
time ago that his breakfast on the previous Sunday consisted of 
two pounds of ham and some bread, butter, and tea, and that the 
import dues on it amounted to 28. 9d. He added, that he ' was 

d d if he would stand it:' a sentiment which should have 

many echoes in this land of the Free Breakfast Table. 

The Uitlander further complains of reckless expenditure and 
no efficient control over public moneys. A large Secret Service 
Fund is a conspicuous feature in the cost of the adnunistration. 
Again, the system of concessions and monopolies has operated to 
the great prejudice of the country. The railways are held by a 
foreign company (it is domiciled in Amsterdam) under a conoea- 
sion, and are made the means of the greatest extortion. It has 
been admitted by the Company's manager that a short coal line— ^ 
forty miles in length — is pajring more than enough to cover the 
interest on the whole system of several hundred miles. This 
concession vests in a foreign company the power to influenod 
Uitlander affairs, both internal and external, to an incalcidable 
extent. The recent ' Drifts * question illustrated the spirit which 
animates both the Government and the Company. The diversion 
of trade to Delagoa Bay, the crippling of British colonies, the 
fostering of foreign commerce — these ends are kept steadily in 
view. To compass them, the gold-mining industry is made to 
pay extortionate rates for the carriage of coal : — in order that the 
^Netherlands Company may carry goods over the Delagoa Bay 
flection of the line at rates which will destroy all chance of Cape 
and Natal competition, and yet enable it to pay. For it id 
beyond a doubt that, if the Cape Colony were unable to pay the 
interest on its lines, and were hampered by hostile tariffs on its 
produce, it would speedily be reduced to what even Mr. Kruger 
might deem a * reasonable * frame of mind. 

A Dynamite Concession, held by a German group, is costing 
the mining industry £600,000 per annum ; and the impost will 
increase with the increased use of the material. 

It has been calculated that the amount exacted from the 
Uitlanders imder three heads, vis., unnecessary taxation, railway 
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TateSy and dynamite^ is equal to 6s. per ton on the ore milled 
on the Band. There are millions of tons of ore which could b^ 
worked at a profit on this margin which cannot be worked now ; 
and, where companies are working, it is clear that this sum could 
be added to dividends. Moreover, the opening out of new minds 
would necessarily mean the support and the employment of a 
largely increased population: a consmnmation devoutly to be 
Avoided, lest the Uitlander should grow too strong I 

There are many concessions besides. We only just escaped 
•one on cyanide — a most important requisite — a monopoly oti 
which was lost by one vote. 

The Silati Railway examples how completely our interests ai^ 
at the mercy of our rulers. A yoimg country, having boundless 
resources, grants a group of foreigners the concession to build. 
The Legislature assents to the country's being made guarantor 
for the capital to be raised for building purposes, with interest 
thereon, and entrusts the Government with the power to fix th^ 
terms. The Government consents to a scheme by which the 
promoters have only to account for £70 for every £100 obligation 
issued, and may take for themselves everytiiing subscribed in 
•excess of £70. They take the Government credit to the Oonti- 
nent, issue at £77, and pocket £7 on every £100 obligation. 
The sums run to seven figures, and the country is made liable icfr 
JCIOO against only £70 received ! One member of the Raad gets 
a large interest in this concession, and about this time distributes 
carriages to other members — an act the President stoutly defends 
as moral. The money should have been raised at something neair 
par by the State, and the railway should have been built by and 
controlled for the people. Tet this is the way some Continental 
** interests ' are created in the Transvaal. 

Johannesburg has been steadily refused those mtmicipal 
powers which are indispensable to the preservation of health 
and order. Indeed, the sole 'reforms' which Mr. Eruger has, 
up to the present, shown any intention of canning are embodied 
in a draft Act for the government of the city, which is more 
unacceptable than the existing law, together with a Press LaW 
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framed on German lines. The liberty of the Press and the right- 
of public meeting have been placed on a very imsomid footing by- 
President Kruger. He has described the Uitlander claim to the 
franchise as ' preposterous,' and his henchman. Dr. Leyds, speak- 
ing at Amsterdam in February, '96, confirmed my view of the 
President's policy. 'We (t.^., the Transvaal Gh>yemment) will 
not (he said) forbid foreigners from coming into the country to- 
make money, but we will not permit interrention in the govern- 
ment of the country.' Being interpreted, this means that the 
Uitlander may go on developing the country and enriching the 
Oovemment and the burghers, but that he shall never have a 
vote. 

Only Boers, or those who have taken the oath of allegiance,, 
can be jurors. Now, as I have shown, the Oovemment has made- 
it unprofitable and impossible for Uitlanders to take the oath ; so^ 
that, by an effect of reaction, they are deprived of the privilege 
of being tried by their ' peers.' In '94 an attempt was made to- 
reduce the High Court to a position subordinate to the Govern- 
ment; and there have since been several cases of attempted 
interference by the Legislature with the jurisdiction of the 
Court. 

Education by means of English has virtually been denied to- 
those who provide the Republic with nearly all its revenue, and 
Johannesburg has had to lay itself under voluntary contribution 
to establish its own Department of Education. 

Police protection is quite insufficient. Glaring crimes have 
commonly gone undetected and unpunished. Only burghers or 
naturalised people may be policemen, and they know little of the 
wiles of clever criminals. The latest development is the forma- 
tion of a German corps of police, a small standing army for 
the repression of Englishmen and the protection of German 
ooncessionaires. 

There have been many gross cases of dishonesty in the public 
service — some notorious, and allowed to go unpunished — which 
oould not have occurred under an honest Gh>vemment ; while the 
bribery of officials has been frequent. 
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Lasdy, there have been couBtant plots by certain groups of 
men against the seonrity of titles; and officials have been 
associated in schemes to secure to predatory individuals property 
rightly belonging to Uitbnders or to the State. 

Qflloial recognition is denied to English in the Courts — which 
greatly increases the cost of procedure— in the Public Offices, and 
in the Bailway Service. This, though two-thirds of the people 
wpetik English only, and the great bulk of the business done 
relates to English people. 

An attempt was made in '94 to compel Englishmen to render 
militaiy service, in the absence of civic rights; and five men 
were imprisoned for declining on principle to serve. The 
UitlaDderB very properly said: 'GUve us equality in right as 
well as in ob^gation.' 

The President's policy has been gradually to exclude the 
UiUanders from all chance of taking part in the Oovemment, 
to curtail freedom of speech, and to destroy the liberty of the 
Press. The pursuit of it has necessarily led him on to adopt the 
policy of force ; and it can scarce be wondered at that Englishmen 
dedine to accept the prospect of being dragooned into submission 
to the grossest injustica Nor is it at all astonishing that in the 
end veQed threats of alliance with Germany, an open preference 
to Gterman trade, the importation of German guns, the proposed 
building of forts, exasperated a set of men who had always been 
obedient to the law, and who asked for nothing but justice and 
good government. Indeed it was time. Before the Policy of 
Force was fully revealed, there had come the menace of a piece 
of l^iislation in keeping with the whole tjrranny. The Volkstem, 
a newspaper subsidised by a group of Amsterdam financiers and 
politicians, proposed to invest the Oovemment with powers to 
declare a man guilty of sedition and to banish him the country, 
without trial by the Courts. This proposal found favour, and 
legislation on diese lines was to be attempted next Session. 

The new draft Press Law, published as one of President 
Emger's 'reforms' after the recent troubles, clearly illustrates 
the spirit of his Government Its main features are these: — 
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(a) All articles of a politioal or personal natore itttist be 
signed by the writer; 

(6) The President (with the adyice of the Executive) may At 
any time prohibiti entirdiy or temporarily, the dissend*- 
nation of foreign publications which are, in Ki8 ffpinion, 
contrary to good morals or dangerous to peace and 
order; 

(c) Any one who is guilty through the Press of a 'libel, 
slander, [public violation of decency, or instigate to 4 
punishable offence, shall be punished with a fine not 
exceeding two himdred and fifty pounds, or wit& 
imprisonment not exceeding one year/ 

{d) ' This law does not apply to pubUcationa made on ftete^, or 
by order of, or with consent of the Oov em ment' 

In respect of the last extraordinary provision, it is fair to add that 
it is notorious that the Government subsidises journals, and the 
State Secretary once defended this course by the startling 
statement that 'As soon as journals wrote in favour of the 
Government they became unpopular, and therefore it was just to 
compensate them/ Under Mr. Eruger's Act such journals might 
publish anything about anybody, and incur no responsibility ; but 
the independent journal would not dare to expose an abuse, as it 
would be debarred from pleading the truth and the public good. 
Now, in '81 the Constitution guaranteed the liberty of the Press. 
Here is another change in the status quo — another infringement 
of the rights of Englishmen, as secured under treaty. 

I append a schedule showing what the Uitlanders protested 
against at a meeting held in '94. I am prepared, when required, 
to amplify and prove what I have here set down in outline. I 
think it will be apparent from what has been said: — 

(a) That the troubles in Johannesburg were not created bjjr 
capitalists in '96 ior speculative purposes, but pi^bcecded 
from a deep-seated and a widespread sense of wro^g and 
danger, to which the great body of inhabitants Wik 
keenly alive as hi back as '92; 
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(6) That this aeiifle of wrong is well founded, regard being 
had to the laws which have been passed, and are in 
contemjdation, to interfere with the elementary rights 
of oiticenship — the right to representation, a free Press, 
free speech, and fair education; 

{e) That the administration has been hostile, inefficient, and 
unjust, while there has been great corruptness ; 

{d) That the fiscal policy of the Ooyemment is inconsistent 
with public rights, while its general policy is fraught 
with danger not only to Englishmen, but to the peac6 
of South Africa; 

(e) That President Kruger is primarily and mainly respon- 
sible for this condition of affairs; 

(/) That foreign int^^sts, as opposed to English interests, 
and foreign connections, as opposed to English connec- 
tions, are being unduly fostered, and are used to 
strengthen Mr. Eruger in his policy of hostility to 
England; 

(g) That, apaH from mere policy, the burden placed on the 
XTitlanders' shoulders by means of monopolies and con- 
cessions is most serious, and is very detrimental to the 
interests of those who have invested their capital in the 
Transyaal; 

(A) That nothing but the franchise and radical reform can be 
satisfactory ; 

(i) That the rights of Englishmen have of set purpose been 
destroyed by legislative acts in breach of the Convention 
which gave back the country to the Boers ; 

(j) That there is no sign of any intention on Mr. Eruger's 
part to grant reforms. 

Are there not substantial reasons to justify the Uitlanders in 
raising their voices? If not, we have worked in vain, and 
Liberty is naught. In brief, the position is this : the Boers are 
^meducated and suspicious; they dislike taxation, and love an 
tmlettered life ; they have had a struggle with Englishmen, an^ 
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fear the loss of Independence. President Kmger knows their 
weaknesses, and plays on them, with a view to keeping himself 
in power and to injure Englishmen and England. To assist him 
in his policy he grants concessions to foreigners, and createa 
'interests' for foreigners, with the object of playing off their 
Ooyemments against England in the event of interference on the 
part of England. (The Boers would hate German rule as they 
would English — or worse ; and in pursuing his policy Mr. Eruger 
may give the German a dangerous footing.) Englishmen respect 
the Boer, and have no desire to interfere with his flag ; but they 
resent the hostility of the Boer Government and Yolksraad ; ask 
but fair play and protection for their liberties and properties; 
and are angered at the fact of foreigners assisting President 
Kruger to coerce them. The Boers fear the loss of Independence, 
and ground their refusal of political equality on this fear. Assure- 
them against this, and they can no longer, honestly or reasonably, 
persist in this refusal. 

Nothing short of admission to full civic rights can be satis> 
&otory. Inequality in a Republic is inconsistent with Republi- 
canism. Artificial division of the people into two classes is what 
we have always striven against. Such division must result, sooner 
or later, in disaster. Nothing but the power to take part in the 
administration of the Transvaal will ever content the English 
Uitlander. He feels — as he has good reason to feel — that there is- 
no safety in mere economic reforms or concessions ; that promisea 
and understandings coming into existence to-day will be evaded 
to-morrow; and that there will never be security until he is- 
represented. 

England, by her recent action, has assumed the obligation to 
see that the Uitlanders' grievances are removed, and the Uit- 
landers look with confidence to Mr. Chamberlain to discharge 
that obligation. Apart from the special trust undertaken, it ia 
dear that England has the right to protect her citizens. If 
Germany asserts the right to prevent a change in the statw quo^ 
as it existed when she concluded a treaty of commerce with the 
Transvaal, how much stronger a right is England's to insist on 
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ike restoration of the Oonstitation to the tenns of '81, when she 
stipulated that her citizens should have the right of settlement I 
She certainly has the right, as she certainly lies under the 
obligation^ to put an end to conditions which may at any moment 
plunge South Africa in a racial war. How great the danger of 
this is may be indicated by the resolution of the Orange Free 
State Legislature to assLst the Transvaal with military force, 
whMer to resist inwuian or to suppress disturbance. If Uie XJit- 
Isnders should be driyen to make another struggle for liberty — 
as they certainly will in the absence of radical reforms — ^there can 
be no doubt the march of Free State troops against them would be 
the signal for the English-speaking people in Natal and Cape 
Colony to rush to their aid. They would say (very naturally) 
that if the Free State Dutchmen have the right to help the Trans- 
Taal Dutdmien because they are of common race, they also, being 
Cvpe Colony and Natal Englishmen, have the right to help 
Transvaal English — more especially in view of the fact that they 
sre oppressed. 

It is dear that the Transvaal Question must be considered in 
rdation to the whole of South Africa. The steady consolidation 
of Dutch interests, and the undoubted support of those interests 
by foreigners as against Englishmen, constitute a grave menace 
to peace. We have tried, in vain, by conciliation and moderate 
conduct, to alter Mr. Eruger's policy. We have &iled ; and we 
sre powerless. And unless the Paramount Power insists <mi 
righting the wrong, the position of ^the Transvaal Englishmen 
will become intolerable. Already I have heard that many are 
resolved to leave. Nothing would better please the Boers and 
their foreign allies. But there are thousands who cannot leave 
without being ruined, and who cannot remain except as political 
serfs. The honour of England is involved in the fate of these her 
children ; and I refuse to believe that an appeal to that honour 
csn be made in vain. 

Shelving the question, or merely plastering the sores, can only 
lesd to the direst consequences. There should be no reason why 
Boers and Britons should not pull together in the Transvaal, as 
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they do in Cape Colony. The British earnestly desire to do so ; 
all they want, besides, is to be reUeved from injustice and to avoid 
the shedding of blood. Is it not possible that a way out may be 
found P The Boer's chief fear is for his independence. Bemove 
that fear and he may be willing to enter into new and happier 
arrangements. If he still refuse, then he is unreasonable. May 
I venture to suggest the negotiation of a new treaty, the main 
heads of which should be these P — 

(1) The recognition of Ghreat Britain as the Paramount Power 

in South Africa. 

(2) The guarantee to the South African Republic of territorial 

integrity, and complete autonomy in internal afEairs ; 

(3) The inclusion of Swaziland in the Republic ; 

(4) The granting of citizens' rights to all foreigners upon a 

reasonable — and for a specified time unalterable — ^basis, 
fair representation being secured by redistribution; 

(5) The placing of the High Court in an unassailable position 

of independence ; 

(6) Liberty of the Press ; the right of public meeting for all 

lawful purposes ; education ; and reasonable concessions 
to the English language ; 

(7) The removal of religious disabilities. 

If the State would take over the railways, as it has the right to 
do, secure free trade in all South African products, and adjust 
railway matters on a reasonable basis, the election of the President 
might be left in the hands of the present electorate, for a period 
to be agreed upon, as a compromise. Perfect equality in trade 
should be secured to all nations. This should satisfy foreigners 
that there is no desire to place them at a disadvantage ; and it 
seems to me that a fair consideration of the facts should convince 
them all, as it has already convinced the French, that reform 
would be to the highest interest of them all. 

As a South African bom, I earnestly hope that a solution, 
wise and just to all, may be found, and that a grave may be dug 
for all old animosities. 
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POSITION OF THE UITLANDERS IN 

THE TRANSVAAL, WITH HISTORY 

OF THE FRANCHISE. 

TT is adyisable to pre&ce the following statement with regard 
^ to the position of the Uitlanders in the Transvaal by a state- 
ment indicating what has been the history of the Franchise in 
that country. Briefly it has been as follows : — 

1. Originally every white man who settled in that coimtry 
was entitled to the vote at once. 

2. Soon afterwards a law was passed providing that all persons 
who were not bom in South Africa should pay a sum of 
£25 before being entitled to vote. 

3. In 1874 it was enacted that strangers settling in the 
country who were not possessed of real property in the 
coimtry should only obtain the vote after a residence of one 
year. If , however, in the meantime they acquired landed 
property, the franchise was granted to them at once. 

4. In 1882, the law was again changed, and it was enacted 
that, in order to become naturalised and acquire full 
citizenship, the new-comer should have resided in the 
coimtry for a period of five years, and should have been 
registered on the Field-Comet's List for that period, and 
should pay a sum of £25. 

5. In 1890 a new departure was made. A law was passed in 
that year providing for the creation of a Second Chamber, 
called the Second Yolksraad, to the powers and constitution 
of which further reference will be made hereafter. 

It was enacted that aliens could acquire the right to vote for 
Members of the Second Chamber after having been registered 
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upon the Field-Comet's List, and haying resided in the countiy 
for a period of two years. They had to renounce their allegiance 
to their own country, to take the oath of allegiance to the Trans- 
Taal| and to pay the sum of £5 for the privilege. After haying been 
eligible to vote for the Second Chamber for a period of two years, the 
new-fledged voter (or naturalised person as he is called in the Trans- 
vaal) becMune eligible as a candidate for a seat in such Chamber. 

It was farther provided, in the same year, that no person who> 
had been so naturalised could vote for a Member of, or become 
eligible for a seat in, the First Yolksraad until the lapse of a 
period of ten years after he had become eligible for the Second 
Chamber. No one could be a Member of Uie Second Chamber 
until he was thirty years of age, and it will thus be seen that 
under no circumstances could a man get the right to vote for the 
First Chamber until he was at least forty, and during the interval 
that had elapsed from the period of his naturalisation he would be 
in the position of having renounced his allegiance to the country 
of his origin, and having rendered himself liable to all the 
burdens of a citizen, including military service, and that in the 
meantime he would be deprived of the exercise of the most im- 
portant rights of citizenship. But even then no one was of right 
entitled to the franchise. He could only get citizenship after 
fourteen years' residence, and compliance with the above pro- 
visions, if the Fint Volkaraad passed a resolution admitting him, and 
in pursuance of regulations which have never been framed. In 1893 
there was legislation again, but an Act of 1894 consolidates and 
adds to the law. 

6. In 1894, the Government, without complying with the 
provisions of the Constitution requiring three months' 
public notice of any proposed new law, induced the Yolks- 
raad to consent to a farther enactment providing that the 
children of aliens bom in the Transvaal should not acquire 
the rights of citizenship save imder the circumstances 
above set forth, unless their fathers had taken the oath of 
allegiance, and that even the children of fathers who had 
takcD the oath of allegiance to the State should only 
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acquire the franchise prorided they claimed it when thej 
reached the age of sixteen. 
It was farther laid down that aliens who had acquired the fuU 
franchise would not have the right to vote at the election of the 
President and the Commandant-G^eral (officials who are elected 
bjr plebiscite). This right was secured by Act 13 of 1891, and 
d^iberately destroyed in 1898, after many people had taken the 
ooih of allegiance. 

The following clause was also added to the law : — 
' No extension of the Electoral right shall be allowed unless a 
proposal to that effect shall have been published in the 
State Ghusette for a period of one year, and at least two- 
thirds of the enfranchised burghers shall, by a memorial, 
haye declared themselves in favour of it.' 
As all legislation is initiated by the Gk>vemment, and as in 
any case it was extremely unlikely that these conditions would 
ever be complied with, all hope of getting the franchise law 
altered through the Yolksraad was thus destroyed. 

This constant tampering with the Constitution was viewed 
with great alarm, the spirit in which the laws were conceived was 
deaily recognised, and those persons, thousands in number, who 
had come to the country with a view of settling there, not un- 
naturally felt there was no guarantee that the law, unsatisfactory 
as it was, could be considered as finally settled, and that it would 
not be continually altered from time to time so as to prevent them 
for ever from obtaining any voice in public affairs. As it was, 
the legislation which had been passed practically amoimted to 
perpetual exclusion of the new-comers, inasmuch as they were not 
prepared to accept the anomalous position of being liable to all 
the burdens of citizenship without acquiring its privileges for the 
long period fixed by the statute. 

With regard to the Second CShamber, it must be pointed out 
that this body bears no such relation to the First Yolksraad as 
its name might at first seem to imply. Its powers of legislation 
are strictly defined. 

It has no power to enforce its own Acts, and has no control 
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wliatever over the First Chamber. All its acts and reeolutions 
must be submitted to the First Chamber, which has the right to 
veto them, and even if not so vetoed they do not acquire the foroe 
of law until promulgated by the President, who has the right to 
withhold such promidgation at his discretion. It need scarcely be 
added that the Second Chamber has no control whatever over the 
finances. It cannot be wondered at that even ardent South 
African patriots like the late John Cilliers should have described 
the Second Baad as a mockery and a sham, and that the Uitkaders 
declined to regard it as of any real benefit to them. 

Before leaving this part of the subject it will be well to note 
that, by reason of the requirements of the law concerning the 
Field-Comet's list, the great bulk of the Uitlanders now in the 
Transvaal are practically in the same position in regard to the 
franchise as if they had just arrived in the coimtry. The law 
requiring registration was not enforced for some years, and the 
attention of the public not having been drawn to its existence 
very few persons were aware of it. 

In 1888 the Field- Comet of Johannesburg for the first time drew 
the attention of the public to the law, and threatened to impose fines 
if people did not register. The result was that some thousands of 
people did register their names. The Field-Comet died, and in 
1891, when the question arose again, it was discovered that no lists 
were in existence containing the names which had been registered. 
The attention of the Government was drawn to this fact, with a 
request that proof of registration should be allowed by affidavit, or 
otherwise, and some promises were made that the matter would be 
favourably considered, but no redress has ever been granted. 

Between 1888 and 1895 many thousands of new-comers 
entered the country, but no steps were taken to insist upon com- 
pliance with the law of registration, with the result that very few 
people have placed their names upon the list. The inaction of the 
Government in this matter leads irresistibly to the conclusion that 
the registration of aliens was not desired. 

Between 1886 and 1890 the population of Johannesburg, 
though constantly and rapidly increasing in numbers, did not 
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give any indication of a deaire to take part in the politics of the 
oonntryy but as events developed it gradually dawned upon them 
that unless they had some voice in its a&irs their interests would 
be seriously endangered. They had been clamouring for the con- 
struction of railways to connect them with the Gape Colony, 
whose line was then advanced as far as the capital of the Orange 
Free State ; but the President, in pursuance of his policy of pro- 
moting the interests of the Netherlands Railway Company, to 
whom a concession had been granted for the construction of all 
railways in the State, and of delaying the building of any lines 
which should compete with his pet scheme of connecting Pretoria 
and Johannesburg with Delagoa Bay — a port outside the limits of 
BritLsh influence — ^had refused even to consider the question of 
railway communication with the British Colonies. 

In 1890, owing to droughts and the consequent difficulty of 
transport by waggon, Johannesburg was threatened with a famine, 
and popular discontent on the subject of railways became acute. 
Meetings were held, and committees were formed for the purpose 
of urging the construction of railways. President Kruger then 
announced his intention of visiting Johannesburg, and it was said 
that he would address the public, and would notify a change in 
his attitude with regard to railway extension from the Cape to 
the Transvaal. The popular agitation was then stayed. The 
President came to the Raad and made a violent and ill-judged 
speech, which greatly excited the public. It was on this occasion 
that a mob of people hauled down the Transvaal flag, which was 
flying over the President's temporary residence. Although the 
President himself attached no importance to this incident, and 
publicly stated that it was the work of a rowdy crowd, feeling ran 
very high, and excitement was kept up by much blustering talk 
on the part of some of the Boers, and their threats to ride into 
Johannesburg and shoot down those who had incited this act. 
The agitation was also fomented by the angry railing of the 
VoUcistem newspaper of Pretoria — a rabid anti-English organ, 
owned and published by a Hollander Syndicate. From that date 
the interest of the Uitlander population in the politics of the 
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oountryi and anxiety aa to their own political position and fatare, 
has been constantly growings and the idea has gradually been 
gaining strength that nothing but a radical change in the existing 
state of things would ensure peace and prosperity. 

There has always been a considerable section among the fioer 
population in sympathy with the aspirations of the new-comers 
and hostile to the methods of administration and legislation pre- 
valent in Pretoria. The views of these Boers have been ably 
represented by a Dutch newspaper^ called Land en Volk, edited I^ 
Mr. Eugene Marais, an able and patriotic youug Transvaaler. It 
represented the thought of men like Mr. Esselen and other 
younger and more enlightened burghers, and, in season and out 
of season, pointed out the dangers arising from the autocratic 
government of Paul Ejiiger — ^the granting of official and political 
power to an ever-increasing band of intriguing Hollanders, the 
distribution of concessions and monopolies among hungry fortune* 
hunters, and other similar abuses. 

It is probably true that even the burghers represented by this 
paper were not prepared to grant the Uitlanders all that they 
wished for, but tibere is no doubt that they were ready to go a 
great length on the road towards reconciliation and equity, and 
if the principles enunciated by Land en Volk had been adopted, 
there would at least have been an end to corrupt administration, 
to the intriguing of foreigners, to monopolies and other grievances; 
but imfortunately this party among the burghers has not been 
numerically strong enough to alter the situation. 

In the meantime the influence of the Hollanders in the State 
has been constantly on the increase, and nothing has contributed 
more to the discontent and the irritation of the Uitlander popula- 
tion than the knowledge of the vast power and influence wielded 
by the foreign Hollander element, and their notorious and open 
hostility to Englishmen and everything British. They are to be 
foimd in every office of the State from the highest to the lowest, 
and their control of the State railways places them in a position 
to oppress and annoy the public, and to derive undue advantagea 
from the public revenue to an extent which can hardly be 
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appreeiated except by those who have lived in the Transvaal, 
while the Press maintained by them has lost no opportunity to 
aggravate the new-comers, and widen the breach between diem 
and the old residents. The Uitlandery groaning under disabilities, 
auffering between the ignorance of the Boer and the craft of the 
Hollander, and openly flouted by the latter, looked on for years 
still hoping that the condition of things would alter. He could 
not really believe that things could go on as they were going on. 
He saw the Hollander reaping where he had never sown, arro- 
gantiy assuming almost autocratic power over him. He saw the 
Boer, under the influence of the Hollander, constantiy increasing 
his burdens, and legislating and governing in defiance of all 
known economic laws; he saw himself being deprived step by 
step of all hope of political equality ; he saw the whole adminis- 
tration of the country going from bad to worse ; he saw intrigue 
constantiy threatening his property and even his existence — and 
he finally decided that the time was come to endeavour to obtain 
redress by any means within his power. 

I shall endeavour now to point out more exactiy the nature 
and extent of the grievances of the Uitlanders, what steps had 
been taken by them up to 1895 to secure redress, and how their 
efforts were met It is first of all necessary in my view to dispel 
utterly the false charge which has been publicly made, that the 
revolt in Johannesburg had its origin in any sordid object. 

Taking this last aspect first, let me state emphatically that I 
personally not only had no selfish or monetary object, but that on 
the contrary I risked everything, that I have lost a practice worth 
ten thousand a year, while a considerable amount of my property 
in the Transvaal is imder interdict, and that I had not directiy or 
indirectiy any motive except the establishment of right. What I 
have said for myself I believe to be true of every man who was on 
ihe Reform Committee. It may also be important to note what 
the constitution of that Committee was, in view of the statement 
that has been made that this was a base intrigue to deprive the 
Transvaal of its independence and to annex it to the Empire. 
AoalysiB will show that there were several prominent Americans 
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and a very large number of South Africans on the Committee* 
I state unhesitatingly that the latter would neyer have attempted, 
never have lent themselves to any unjust attempt to deprive the 
Transvaal of its independence — that all they wanted was fair 
government, that they saw no prospect of getting such govern* 
ment unless they had a voice in the affairs of the country, and 
that if President Kruger and the Yolksraad had granted them 
even a measure of justice, they would have taken much less than^ 
they were entitled to, in the hope and belief that they would 
secure full measure of right in due course by patience and wise 
conduct. As to the Americans, it is idle to suggest that they 
would ever have lent themselves to such a scheme. 

While on this point, it may be noted, too, that it has been, 
suggested that the Beform Committee were the creatures of 
capitalists, if not capitalists themselves, and that they had selfish 
or ulterior motives inconsistent with right. Again, analysis wiU 
show how unfounded this charge is. The great bulk of the men. 
were representative of the great masses of the population. A 
large percentage were professional men, including lawyers, doctors, 
engineers, and some were merchants ; all had a great deal to lose, 
and, in short, the whole constitution of that Committee shows the 
charge to be groimdless. For convenience I trace here first the 
origin and growth of popular discontent, and I hope to show 
conclusively the falsity of the statement made, that at the end 
of 1895 discontent was artificially created by the capitalists for 
their own base objects. I have described shortly the conditions 
which existed up to the time when President Kruger changed hia 
railway policy, and I may accurately describe the relations whick 
existed between the governors and governed up to that time, by 
saying that the Uitlander had displayed no great anxiety to get 
political power ; that he was engaged in building up the mining 
industry, and that he would have been content for a very long 
time at least to leave the power in the hands of the Boer, provided 
he was justly and honestly governed. He had really not thought 
much about politics. Those who had thought about, and who had 
been discontented with, the change of the franchise laws were 
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oosnparatiyely few, and theji in oommon with the many, still 
hoped that matters would mend« Fair words were meted out to- 
them on all possible ocoasionSy they were told the President 
wanted to * lead them up to equality ; ' they had not learnt to 
understand the value of official promises, and they did not realise 
the character of the policy which President Sruger and his- 
Hollander advisers were following. I believe I am correct in 
stating for others, what I can state for myself, that they regarded 
the Boers with more than friendly feeling ; that they looked upon 
Eruger as an honest, if rugged, old hero ; that they were even 
willing, in deference to Dutch sentiment, to concede a great deal 
which it was scarcely just they should concede, and that it waa 
only when their faith in promises and their hopes of amelioration 
were undermined that they saw the necessity of association and. 
the need for action. The result was the establishment of 
the political association known as the Transvaal National Union. 
This association was formed in 1892 with an Afrikander aa 
its diairman. To show the objects of the Union and the 
^irit which animated its proceedings, I annex extracts from 
the reports of some of its meetings. Evidence of this sort 
could be multiplied if wanted. In this year, the Union, think- 
ing it wise to inform the burghers of the country what its. 
origin and objects were, published a pamphlet in Dutch, and 
sent it to every homestead in the land. That pamphlet shows 
what was complained of at the time and what the Union 
sought. The Hollander Press had been distorting the objects 
of ^e Union in every conceivable manner, and it was necessary 
to counteract the mischievous influences at work. The Press^ 
a subsidised newspaper, published a manifesto in reply to the 
pamphlet, which I am assured was revised, if not written, in 
the President's house. I have only got newspaper reports com- 
menting on this manifesto, but I recollect its tone and general 
contents. It called the Uitlanders liars, traitors, and snakes in the 
grass, and was couched in the most violent language. The epithets 
above mentioned cropped up at every second paragraph, and it 
breathed a spirit of such dire hostility that men became well-nigh 
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Iiopeless. Still they continued their endeavours in the belief that 
s, change would be brought about through the burghers. It is 
significant that even papers like the Standard and Diggenf Newi, 
which was a Oovemment organ, recognised the justice of the 
Uitlanders' claim, and I think it is permissible to refer to extracts 
from leading articles appearing in that newspaper, which I annex. 
It was then, and still is, a supporter of the Kruger Oovemment. 
Where the charge is made that the National Union was merely 
seeking to stir up strife on the pretext of securing political rights, 
I am entitled to refer to a speech made by Mr. Esselen. This 
^ntleman, bom in South Africa, is, I believe, of German origin. 
No one who knows him can accuse him of friendship towards the 
English as against the Dutch. He had been a Judge of the High 
Oourt, and has held the office of Attomey-Oeneral in the Trans- 
vaal, and when using language such as he did in speaking from 
the National Union platform in September, 1892, his statements 
are entitled to the greatest weight. He said : — 

* 1 agree with this movement. I may tell you that I am in 

entire accord with the movement of the National Union, 
and I am proud to be asked to say a few words.' 
Speaking of the suggestion made by the Hollander Press that 
this was a movement fomented from outside, he said that it was-^ 

* An absolute absurdity. But it is a further step in that class 

of misrepresentation which now wishes to blind the eyes of 
the burghers again as to your real motivea What is that 
motive, gentleman P I have heard to-night with surprise 
and with deep regret the report which your Committee has 
brought back from the powers that be in Pretoria. I wish 
to ask you whether you can give any credence to the state- 
ments of a man (President Kruger) who says he is going 
to unite two people, when the whole of his acts for the last 
ten years show it is absolutely imtrue. I do not speak 
without knowing what I am talking about — I say you have 
been kept out of your political privileges, not because the 
people have kept you out from fear that your being granted 
these privileges would wreck or endanger the independence 
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of this oonntry, but to enable a f ew, and a greedy few, to 
role thifl country for their own ends/ 
After tracing the changes in the law of the franchi«e he aaid : 
* Who was it that proposed the measure that was now in force 
that the new-comer in this country should only get full 
franchise after he had been here fourteen years, and then 
only at the sweet will of the legislative body P Who was it 
proposed that? Was it not the same man who gave your 
Committee the answer to do nothing moreP I ask you, 
gentlemen, can you after that sit still and follow the advice 
that is given you to hold no more meetings; will you allow 
yourselves to be caught, gentlemen P I say you would not 
be doing your duty to yourselves and the South African 
Bepublic/ 
Speaking with reference to the proposition that the President's 
power was supreme and sufficient to bring about any change he 
wanted, he said : — 

' Now, I ask you, has he gone to the burghers and said. There 
are thousands of men well-disposed to the Republic that 
want the franchise, and I ask you to give them that fran- 
chise — ^I advise you to give them that franchise. I think 
you will strengthen the Republic if you allow them the 
equal privileges P All these years has he even raised a 
single word for you P If he had gone on his travels to 
meet the burghers and laid your just cause before these 
burghers, is there any one who doubts what the answer 
would beP If any one doubts he would be a lunatic, and 
therefore I say, trust them not, they are fooling you — ^rely 
upon your own powers, rely upon the justice of your case.' 
No man who reads the records of the speeches made at the first 
meeting of the Union, and at many subsequent meetings, can 
doubt that there was a strong sense of wrong — that the people had 
awakened to the necessity of endeavouring to get redress of that 
wrong, while on the other hand they desired, not to upset, but to 
strengthen, the Government. Shortly after the first meeting an 
intimation was received from the State Secretary that the Presi- 
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dent would like to meet some delegates from the Union — seyen 
delegates met him on the Ist September, 1892 — ^I was one of the 
nmnber. Previous to that time I had beliered that President 
Emger, inThis own time and in his own way, would bring about a 
change in the conditions of which we complained. I too had 
swallowed the bait, and believed that he was kept back by a 
reactionary Yolksraad from at once doing justice, but after that 
meeting I never believed this. Embodied in one of the newspaper 
reports which I append will be found a report which the deputa- 
tion brought back to and laid before a public meeting at Johannes- 
burg of the Union. That report is accurate. Not wishing, 
however, to inflame public opinion, which was very excited, the 
deputation did not report what had left a deep impression on their 
hearts, namely, the badly disguised hostility shown by President 
Eruger. It was on this occasion that President Kruger said to 
me, ' Go back and tell your people I shall never give them anything : 
I shall never change my policy, and now let the storm burst' 

There had been nothing in the conduct or behaviour of the 
deputation to justify any outburst of anger. On the contrary, we 
had treated the President with the greatest respect, as head of the 
State, notwithstanding the extreme divergence of our views. And 
here I may add, generally, that the charge which has been made 
by the Boers, and which was repeated in a proclamation of the 
President's issued in 1895, that demands had been made upon 
the Transvaal Government in tones so insolent that it was im- 
possible on that ground alone to concede them, is absolutely false. 
I refer to the petitions, to the resolutions, and to the speeches of 
the National Union to disprove this gross charge. I wish to call 
special attention to a written message which was conveyed to the 
Union by President Eruger, who, after his imdiplomatic treat- 
ment of the deputation, appeared to have thought it necessary to 
reassure the public mind. This message will be found appended. 
In that message President Eruger admitted that the Uitlandera 
were in the majority; indeed, he made this the ground for 
objecting to their obtaining political rights, saying that they 
would swamp his old burghers. He admitted the injustice of the 
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exiflting franchise by saying that he was prepared to bring 
forward a scheme whereby the names of a certain number of 
people whom the Gh)yemment deemed trustworthy should be 
submitted to the Yolksraad each year with the object of securing 
to them full burgher rights. I may state here that the only 
fcdfilment of that promise came subsequently in the^aggravation 
of the laws against the XJitlandery as I shall show later on. This 
proposal was rejected as wholly insufficient to satisfy the just 
claim of the TTitlanders. They deemed the^great body of people 
trustworthy and fit to exercise electoral rights. They proposed 
that those persons who had resided in the State two years, and 
owned freehold or leasehold property of the value of £100 or so, 
were in receipt of an annual income of £100, and who took the 
oath of allegiance, should be admitted. The Goyemment pro- 
poeal amounted at the best to making the people dependent upon 
the will of the Government, instead of the contrary, and there 
was no guarantee as to who would be so called to exercise the 
right of citizenship. On the contrary, there was a well-grounded 
fear that such a proposal would only result^ the Government 
selecting for citizenship people who would support its policy and 
neglect the broad interests of the public. 

Nothing could be greater or more extraordinary than the 
enthusiasm and imion of the people who attended the meetings of 
the National Union. The capitalist class were conspicuous by 
their absence — they were, in fact, abused roundly for leaving the 
professional and commercial classes and the working men to fight 
for liberty. They were charged with pursuing their own selfish 
ends at the expense of principle, and they were for a time pro- 
bably the most unpopular men in Johannesburg. And I may 
here, once for all, state that they stood aloof from the National 
Union and its work from 1892 until 1895. Resolutions, appeals, 
arguments, however, fell on deaf ears. The Government gave 
one parrot cry in answer : ' You will swamp our burghers.' In 
vain it was pointed out to them that fate had placed the Uitlandcrs 
in one or two districts, that by the distribution of seats as the law 
stood the Uitlanders, if they had the full franchise, would only be 
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able to send s minority of memben to the legislataroy that redia- 
iribution could only come about by an act of the Yolksraad, and 
fliat the old burghers of the Yolkaraady who would in any caae be 
in a majority^ could control such an act. In vain we urged that 
the mere fact of men wishing to have a vote and to exercise their 
influence constitutionally was the best proof that they had no 
reyolutionary designs, and that, while they would not be able in 
the legislature to carry any measure connected with high politics 
or the independence of the country, they would be able directly 
to represent their constituents in the complex matters connected 
with the mining industry and commerce, to enlighten their 
legislators who were simple farmers, and to co-operate for the 
common good, while powerless to do any harm. Meeting after 
meeting was held from time to time, but, instead of things getting 
better, they grew worse. 

In 1803 the Yolksraad consisted of a body of men, twenty- 
lomr in number, who had always, by a majority, backed President 
Eruger and his policy up. It was deemed hopeless to appeal to a 
Yolksraad constituted as this one was. There was in that 
Yolksraad a minority of eight or nine men, amongst them Messrs. 
Lucas Meyer, the two de Jagers, Loveday, and Jeppe, who held 
enlightened views, and, with a broader patriotism, urged an 
alteration in the condition of things, the granting of a liberal 
franchise^ and the redress of other grievances. These men and 
their utterances in the Yolksraad constituted a strong defence of 
the position taken up by the Uitlanders — they, at least, could not 
be charged with treasonable intentions; they supported reform, 
but they were always out-voted. I believe that at a private 
caucus of this party they were prepared to recommend a five 
years' franchise, and I may add here unhesitatingly that if such a 
franchise had been offered to the Uitlanders, coupled with reason- 
able provisions securing to the Uitlanders the benefit of the time 
they had lived in the country in calculating their right to the 
franchise, they would gladly have been accepted. In 1894 the 
National Union prepared and obtained signatures to a petition 
praying for the franchise on equitable terms. I have not got 
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• eopj of that petition, but its lang^iiBge was respectful and 
moderate. It was signed by 13,000 people. When this petition 
was considered, it was rejected scornfully amid laughter and jeers. 
I had gone to England in May, 1894, for a change, but it is a 
matter of history that in 1894 the relations between the Govern* 
aunt and the people became very strained. The Gh)yemment 
went to war with a chief named Malaboch, and claimed the right 
to exact military service from the Uitlanders, while denying them 
civic rights. The Uitlanders very fairly said, ' Give us equality 
ef rights and we will take equality of obligation — make ua 
citiaens and we will fight your battles.' Five men in Pretoria 
who had been commandeered refused on principle to go to the 
faont; they were imprisoned, and appealed to tiie High Ciourt. 
The Court decided that they were liable to military service, and 
they were sent to the front tmder comptdsion. This greatly 
exasperated public feeling. Sir Henry Loch visited the Transvaal, 
and the result was that the Pretoria Government tmdertook to 
exempt British subjects from military service. What had ex- 
Sflperated men peculiarly, apart from the broad question, was the 
fact that Germans and Hollanders, while enjoying peculiar privi- 
leges in the country, were exempt from military service. The 
diffionlfy was felt by Sir Henry Loch, but I am not aware whether 
the matter has ever been settled upon a satisfactory basis. I wish 
to make it quite clear, however, that the National Union, in 
seeking citizenship for its members, clearly recognised and 
aoeepted liability to military service, or any other obligation of a 
dtisen, as a liability attaching, as a matter of course, to admission 
to citizenship. Here, again, there has been great distortion of 
facts. English subjects who were denied political recognition 
resented being driven like sheep to fight in wars or squabbles in 
the making of which they had no voice. Their action was imme* 
diately distorted, and it was converted into an additional reason 
for not giving them the franchise, the Krugerites and the 
Hollanders saying, 'Here are men who want a vote but won't 
fight/ It is a matter of history, too, how President Kruger was 
lavish in his promises to those English subjects who had gone to 
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£ght willingly^ how he promised them the franchise because they 
had fought, and how that promise has been broken. 

The greatest excitement and indignation was caused by the 
Cbvemment enforcing the proposition that while men were liable 
for military service they were not entitled to citizens' rights. In 
July, 1894, a meeting was held in Johannesburg by the National 
Union, and the speeches made at that meeting, which I append 
hereto, with the resolutions passed, show clearly what the argu- 
ments on behalf of the Uitlander were and what the temper was 
that had been aroused, not merely by the attempt to compel 
military service, but by the denial of rights. I would direct 
special attention to the speech made by Mr. Advocate WesseLs, 
because he is an Afrikander, of pure Dutch descent, whose 
ancestors have been for many generations in South Africa. I 
•direct attention to the protest setting forth categorically the 
grounds of grievance on behalf of the Uitlanders which was 
formulated and adopted by that meeting. It will be seen that 
Advocate Wessels spoke in language of withering contempt of the 
•capitalists, whom he described as skulking round the street 
vomers instead of assisting in the struggle for political freedom. 
These records should destroy for ever the false statement that 
'discontent had been fomented in 1895 for the selfish purposes of 
•capitalists. 

I returned to South Africa at the end of 1894, and the Hon. 
John Tudhope, a man bom in South Africa, who had been a 
Minister of the Crown at the Cape, having resigned his office as 
Chairman, I was elected in succession to him. I can state with 
absolute honesty that at that time I still hoped for a peaceful 
fiolution of the problem, and that I had never contemplated the 
use of force. The National Union, resenting the intrusion of 
Hollanders, had adopted the cry of ' Africa for the Afrikanders,' 
S8 against 'Africa for the Hollanders,' and hoped to get this 
•enforced by the will of a majority of the Yolksraad members. 
Elections were to take place in the early part of 1895, as the 
period of office of twelve out of the twenty-four members of the 
Yolksraad had terminated. There was a minority of seven or 
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«ight fayoxarable generally to honest goyermnent and ref orrn^ and 
if the principles they represented should be triumphant at the 
-pollsy we were assured that there was a reasonable prospect of a 
hostQe majority being changed into a favourable one. We were 
ralso told that meetings in Johannesburg only afforded grounds for 
misrepresentation and bitterness, and that the result of such 
meetings was that our friends in the Yolksraad were xmaUe 
-SQOoessfully to establish their views, so we were counselled to hold 
no more meetings, but to petition the Baad again. It was 
'-accordingly resolved to follow this policy, and during the whole of 
1895 no meeting of the National Union was held publicly. The 
Committee, however, was active, and was the means of formulat- 
ing petitions on several points. Among the subjects brought 
forward by means of such petitions were the taking over of the 
railways from the Hollander Concessionaires in terms of the con- 
•eession. This was regarded as most essential, as the control by 
the State of the railways would deprive the foreign influence from 
Holland of enormous power over our destinies. That influence 
had been used by them not only to burden the industry — to say 
nothing of the irritation caused by their forbidding the use of the 
Kngliah language in relation to business, nineteen-twentieths of 
which was carried on by Englishmen — by the policy of extortionate 
charges and the obstruction of trade passing through the channel 
id the British Colony of the Cape ; and very strained relations had 
been brought about with the neighbouring States. In fact, it was 
believed that the closing of the drifts or fords through the Yaal 
JEUver, and the prohibition of waggon traffic between the Colonial 
Bailway Terminus at the Free State Border and Johannesburg, 
with the view to forcing the mercantile community to submit to 
the unjust burdens laid upon it by the Netherlands Railway Com- 
pany, would cause an open rupture. The Transvaal Government 
was eventually compelled to allow this traffic to be resumed, but 
ihe incident is a striking illustration of the lengths to which the 
Oovemment, incited thereto by Hollanders, was prepared to go in 
the spirit of hostility to British trade and the interests of British 
subjects in the country. 
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A large seotion of the Dutch population were at one with the 
TTitlanders on the question of railways^ and petitions^ very in* 
flnentially signed by both, were laid before the Yolkaraad showing* 
the most cogent reasons why the State should take over the rail- 
ways. The status of the judges, too, and their salaries, municipaL 
gOYomment, and other subjects, were dealt with by way of petition^ 
bat the point upon which the energy of the National Union wa» 
Qonoentrated was the franchise. I append a copy of a petition on 
this subject which was presented to the Yolksraad in 1896. It» 
language is so moderate and respectful that it gives the lie direct 
to the statements made on behalf of the Transvaal Gk)vemm6nt 
that the TTitlanders had demanded their rights from the Gk)vem- 
ment in language which would not have been tolerated in their 
ooontry of origin. 

A number of new members had been elected to the Yolksraad, 
aiid the public abstained in the mean time from demonstrationsj^ 
and cherished the hope that the petition for the franchise, upon 
such fair terms as the Yolksraad might think fit, would receive 
favourable consideration. This hope was doomed to disappoint* 
ment. The Yolksraad, after debate, in which much intemperate 
language was used concerning the TTitlanders, refused their prayer; 
one member went so far as openly to declare, in the course of 
debate, that if the petitioners wanted the rights they asked for» 
they would have to fight for them. This, then, was the decision 
of ike Yolksraad which would remain in power for years, and it 
was manifest that no improvement could be expected from that 
quarter. 

It must be noted here that it was not until the beginning of 
1896 that the so-called capitalists for the first time took part in 
political affairs. They subscribed considerable sums of money to 
be used within the terms of the law in assisting the Progressive 
party to secure the return of Progressive members to the lUiad, 
and they for the first time joined in petitioning for the franchise. 
The petition just mentioned was signed by about 38,600 people,, 
of whom 32,600 were resident in the Witwatersrand Johannee- 
burg Gk)ldfields. The remaining 6000 signatures came from 
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Tarions parts of the ooontry. The tig^natares were obtained 
lioneatly, and men were eager to pat their names to the petition. 
The National Union was scmpnlonslj careful in its endeavours to 
ascertain the genuineness of the signatures, and could only 
disooyer eight names which it was necessary to erase, those being 
names of men not resident in the State, although they passed a 
greater part of their time there. Yet some members of the 
Yolkaraad declared that the great bulk of the sigfnatures were 
forgeries, and that no importance could be attached to the petition 
as a genuine document. 

I propose to consider next the question of Bevenue and 
Expenditure of the State and the incidence of taxation ; but 
before going into the figures under this head it will be as well to 
consider what the relative strength of the XJitlander and the 
burgher population is, and what is the position of the Uitlander 
with respect to his holding of property in the State. 

It is difficult in the absence of proper census returns to give 
an exact estimate of the white population of the TransvaaL In 
1880 it was officially stated that there were 8000 burghers in the 
State, and the main reason advanced for the retrocession of the 
eountry in 1881 was that it appeared from memorials that 6500 
Ofut of this 8000 were opposed to the continuance of British rule. 
The burghers have only increased by natural process during the 
last sixteen years, as comparatively few men have been naturalised 
daring that period. An official handbook issued by the Govern- 
ment in 1895 stated that the persons liable to military service 
numbered 26,000. Even assuming this fig^ure to be correct (as to 
which doubt may exist), I take it that it means that there were 
25,000 persons registered on the Field-Comet's List, but, as a 
great many people who have not full burgher rights are so 
registered, the number of actual burghers must be considerably 
lass than 25,000. This view is supported by the fact that at the 
last Presidential election, which was very keenly contested, only 
15,000 votes were cast in all — ^namely, about 8000 for President 
Kruger and about 7000 for General Joubert— and it must be 
borne in mind that every burgher from the age of sixteen 
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years upwards is entitled to vote. Indeed it was openly stated at 
the time in the Transvaal that a considerable number of persons 
had voted more than once. On the whole it may be doubted 
whether there are within the State more than about 20,000 
full enfranchised burghers of the age of sixteen years and 
upwards. 

As to the Uitlander population, we have the fact that on the 
Witwatersrand Goldfields alone the petition for the franchise 
was signed by over 32,000 men ; and taking the other distriots 
such as Barbarton, Klerksdorp, the Lydenburg GFoldfields and 
Murchison Goldfields, and the various towns in which there are 
considerable bodies of Uitlanders, it is reasonable to assume that 
the total body of male Uitlanders numbers nearly 50,000, or, in 
other words, is about twice as many as the male burgher popu- 
lation. The President himself, writing as far back as 1892, 
stated that the Uitlanders outnumbered the Boers, and the former 
have increased in number vastly since then. A local census of 
the population of Johannesburg within a three-mile radius of the 
Post Office, taken in 1896, gives the number of male Europeans 
over the age of sixteen years within that area as 25,068. The 
accuracy of the census may be doubted, but in any case to this 
number must be added the large population spread along the 
mines to the east and west, and those settled in towns like 
Boksburg, Gtermiston, Erugersdorp, and other locaHtiea Prac- 
tically the whole of this poptdation is Uitlander, the burghers 
being almost to a man composed of farmers. 

Virtually all the conmierce, mining, and other industries are 
in the hands of the Uitlanders, and the whole of the property 
connected with these employments and the capital invested therein 
belong to them. The burghers confine their attention to pastoral 
and agricultural pursuits, and do not invest their money in other 
industries. It is computed that of the land held under private 
titles about one-half has been purchased in freeholds by the 
Uitlanders, often at very large prices, the other half remaining in 
the hands of the Boers. There are vast tracts of land, including 
large areas in the occupation of the natives of the north, which 
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are still vested in the State, and a considerable portion of this 
land is but ill-suited to European occupation. This fact must b& 
borne in mind with reference to the statement recently made in a 
Government newspaper to the effect that statistics were being 
prepared which would prove that the Uitlanders owned only one- 
laurth of the area of the State. 

To come now to the question of Revenue. 

Before the discovery of the goldfields the Republic was in an 
almost bankrupt condition. Its total revenue may be set down as 
not exceeding £160,000 per annum, and this is believed to be a 
very liberal estimate. The revenue for 1894 was. in round 
figures, £2,260,000. In 1895 it had risen to nearly £3,250,000 ; 
while from trustworthy data I am in a position to state that the 
revenue for 1896 was over £4,500,000. 

I have made an analysis of the sources of revenue, and 
calculate that of the total revenue of over £3,000,000 for 1895 
the Boers only contributed about £160,000. If I double these 
figures for safety sake, and make it £320,000 (although it is 
really not anything like this), the enfranchised population paid 
only something like one-tenth of the total revenue, while the 
IJitlander, who is excluded from all representation, paid the 
balance; and it must be noted that the constant increment to 
the revenue comes ahnost exclusively out of his pocket, as the 
taxation paid by the rural population is not increasing pro- 
portionally. 

The incidence of taxation is so arranged as to favour the 
burghers at every point, at the expense of the aliens. The 
fanners, who make the laws, take care that the burden placed 
upon the class to which they belong should be as light as possible. 
AccaMnglj we find that in the Schedule of Articles liable to 
Customs Duty all those things which the Uitlanders require are 
subject to heavy taxation, while things which are used by the 
Boers — ^for instance, sugar, coffee, and clothing — are taxed com- 
paratively lightly. (I append a copy of the Schedula) 

Another feature of the situation is that the Boers have taken 
advantage of their power to impose hostile tariffs on such things* 
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as meal, flour, maLBe, meat, baoon, liam, forage, pigs, oattle, 
aheep, and so on. This has been done partly with the object of 
laiging revenne, but mainly for proteotiye pnrpoees, regardless of 
the fact that the prednoe of the oonntry was, and is, wholly 
insofficient to sapply the local requirements of Johannesburg 
district alone. I may say boldly that there is not a single poond 
of flour, such as Europeans are accustomed to use, produced in 
the Transvaal, and yet this article is taxed at the rate of 7«. 6d. 
per 100 lbs., plus a 7jf per cent, ad valorem duty. The same 
duty is imposed upon meal, nearly all of which has to be 
imported. Tinned meats and vegetables, including potatoes, are 
taxed at 25«. per 100 lbs., although they are not produced in 
anything like sufficient quantities in the country. The tax on 
bacon and ham amounts approximately to la. a lb. The result 
has been that the middle classes and working people have felt the 
cost of living to press very heavily upon them, and consequently, 
in very many cases, married men are unable to keep families in 
the country. This excessive taxation has, moreover, been main* 
tained, notwithstanding the fact that there has been for years a 
very large annual surplus in the Treasury, and in spite of 
reiterated petitions for relief. 

The expenditure of the cotmtry has been maintained on tlie 
most lavish scale, and is greatly in excess of anything that is 
required for the purposes of proper government. 

Fixed salaries amounted in 1896 to £570,000; this was 
exclusive of the amounts voted for the administration of justioe, 
for education, hospitals, police and prisons, and so on. 

I find that under the heading of Public Works £353,000 was 
spent in 1896, although the country is practically unbridged ; its 
roads are neglected, and the State owns no railways. The items 
marked 'Divers Services, £96,000,' and 'Special Expensee, 
£206,000,' are totally unexplained, although there is no donbt 
that a large portion of these sums is spent on secret services, 
among which it is believed that the subsidising of newspapers 
figures. In 1894 the items of Special Expenditure and Divers 
Services amounted to £330,000 and £163,500 respectively. 
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In 1896 the Bom of £154^000 was appropriated under the head 
of military servicea. It ia believed tiiat these items have since 
been largely increased. The item * Purchase of Explosives, 
£6199000/ is one of which the public complained bitterly. It 
^miounts to this— -tiiat, having imposed an oppressive dynamite 
monopoly iqxm the public, the Government advances without 
aecurity to the monopolists £600,000 at a time out of the pubUo 
revenue to enable them to exploit the monopoly. Moreover, no 
information is vouched to the public as to where the Treasury 
«irpluse8 are deposited or the use to which they are put, and the 
public mind is very uneasy upon these points. I have made some 
calculations based on the returns for 1896, and I find that the 
4ynounts raised by taxation in excess of the expenditure, by the 
excess of charges by the Netherlands Railway Company for the 
carriage of coal and merchandise for the goldfields as compared 
with the Cape Railway charges, and the sum unjustly exacted 
from the public by means of the djrnamite monopoly, represent in 
4dl a sum approximately equal to 10«. upon every ton of ore mined 
cm the Rand. 

The total value of the gold product is between £8,000,000 and 
£9,000,000 per annum, and gold is virtually the only export from 
flie countiy. The amounts paid to the shareholders interested in 
iSie various^ companies in 1896 was about £1,600,000. I cannot 
.give any accurate estimate of the total capital invested in the gold 
industry, but it is very large. The profits of the Netherlands 
Railway Company during 1896 were, I believe, £1,600,000 (gross 
revenue being about £3,000,000), while the profit made out of the 
dynamite monopoly was probably not less than £400,000. The 
-dovemment revenue for 1896 was over £4,600,000. 

The Uitlander population have protested in vain against 
wasteful expenditure, against the appropriation of public moneys 
lor purposes of which no one knows anything, and against the 
lavish outlay for military purposes, which were only intended to 
•dverawe those who would be the most peaceful citizens in the 
world if they were only justly governed. They have, however, 
no voice and no control, and the spirit in which die government ia 
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administered has all along been suoh as to fill them with appre-- 
henaion that matters would go from bad to worse. The constita-- 
tion of the Government and the distribation of power is a further- 
grievance. The President and the Executive Oonnoil have 
gradually obtained powers in the State out of all proportion t<v 
what is just. The First Yolksraad, in whom the supreme power 
of legislation is vested, consLsts of only twenty-six men, most of* 
them tmder the strong personal influence of the President ; and^ 
being so few in number, that body can be easily cajoled or bullied- 
or otherwise influenced. Hitherto the President has found that 
he has only to declare that any given measure is necessary for tha- 
purpose of maintaining the independence of the Republic ta* 
secure acquiescence in his project. All legislation is initiated by 
the Gh)vemment — private bills being unknown ; and the result is> 
that practically the whole power in the State is in the hands of' 
the Executive Council ; and a small clique of leading familiefl» 
who, with an army of Hollander officials, and the Amsterdam and. 
other Continental financiers — ^who control the railways — and tha 
German dynamite monopolists, are in the position to treat the 
Uitlanders and their industries exactly as their fancy or prejudices 
may dictate, and whose every act evidences a confirmed hostility 
against the Uitlanders, and against everything that would tend t4> 
strengthen British influence, benefit British trade, or favour 
British traditions or methods of government. And this in &oe 
of the fact that the vast majority of the Uitlanders consists of' 
British subjects. 

As instancing the powers which the Legislature willingly 
accords to the Executive, it may be noted that the latter body haa- 
been constituted the sole and final judge in the matter of disputedi. 
elections. When the second dynamite monopoly was being con- 
trived, the Gh)vemment actually got the Yolksraad to confide to it- 
the power to determine what the tax on dynamite shoidd he^ 
This was ultimately fixed at S^d. per pound. Up to oompaniF- 
tively quite a recent period the Yolksraad used annually ta 
delegate to the Executive Council the absolute power to legislata 
during the recess upon matters of urgency, a power which was in. 
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flome instanoes manifefltly abased; as, for instancey when the 
resolution was passed (in consequence of the Government having- 
Iwen cast in damages at the suit of a man who had been seriously 
injured by reason of the misfeasance of persons employed in 
ocmstmcting public roads) to the effect that the GFovemment 
dioald not be held liable in similar cases in future. 

The spirit in which the Legislature acts may further be de- 

monstrated by the manner in which it has interfered with private 

rights ; thus in two instances it has passed laws in cases absolutely 

mAjudiee^ depriving the Court of the right to proceed to judgment. 

A flagrant case occurred in connection with a matter of vital 

importance to the mining industry. An action had been instituted 

by the mining companies to set aside certain cyanide patents under 

which large royalties were being extracted from the industry. 

While this action was pending, the Yolksraad actually entertained 

a petition for an alteration in the Patent Laws which would 

contain a retrospective provision declaring in effect that no patent 

which^^iad been registered for three years should be challenged. 

This proposed law was actually put to the vote, and was only lost 

by the casting vote of the Chairman of the Yolksraad. If it had 

been carried it would have defeated the action then pending. 

Since then the patents have been declared void by the Court. 

The feeling of insecurity created by this incident was most 

profound. Again, the Yolksraad was induced by the Government 

to attempt legislation in connection with what is known as the 

Bewaarplaatsen, which created great anger and unrest Briefly^ 

the &cts were these. Certain companies held mining claims and 

also required rights for the depositing of tailings. Five or six of 

the companies had acquired the legal right to such sites by means 

of claim licenses entitling them to the minerals under the land aa 

well as the use of the surface. An amendment of the gold law 

was passed providing for the granting of depositing sites at 

reduced licenses, and declaring that no such site should be held 

upon claims. This was before the value of deep-level claims had 

been demonstrated. The local Mining Commissioner thereupon 

required the companies to give up their mining title to the claims 
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in question^ and take out licenBOs for depositdng sites upon theiii«^ 
The companies refused to do this, but the Oonunissioner insisted 
that they should compljy assuring them that no one else oouUL 
have the mineral right. The next step was that the GK>Yemnieut 
introduced proposed alterations to the gold law hj which persona 
other than the holders of the depositing sites should acquire the 
right to the minerals. It was proposed that such underground 
mining rights should be granted to the first ' applicants * therefor^ 
regardless of the equities and of the fact that the companies had 
held the legal title to the minerals, and had given them up prao- 
tically under compulsion, aud tmder the assurance that no one else 
•could get them. A widespread conspiracy existed among a body 
of persons who were known to infest the Goyemment offices, and 
to be always on the alert to obtain property which did not beIon|f 
to them by underhand means — some of them the President^ft 
personal friends and election supporters — and if this scheme had 
not been thwarted by the energy of those engaged in the mining 
industry, these indiyiduals would have been placed, without con- 
sideration, in the possession of property, the value of which had 
been demonstrated at great cost by the companies, and to whidi 
the companies had every equitable right, which was wortli 
millions, and which was necessary to their continued existence as 
•companies. 

It was commonly reported and accepted as the truth, that large 
sums of money were spent in Pretoria in connection with both the 
^anide matter and Uie attack on the companies just described. 
I think I am right in saying that these grave abuses, and the 
risks that constantly threatened of a recurrence of such things, 
finally satisfied the capitalist class that they would have to join in 
ihe endeavour to get better government. 

Another grave cause of unrest was the unsatisfactory status of 
the Judges under the High Court. The XJitlander had no oihest 
independent guardian of his rights, and he constantly saw with 
alarm, either an actual or a threatened interference with the jurie- 
diction and independence of the Judges. 

I have cited some cases above in which the Yolksraad did in-* 
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teilere with pending litigation. Public men amongst the BoerA 
did not seem to realise the dangers arising from this state of 
things. I reoolleot the Minister of Mines saying openly to me 
<oce^ that if the Judges thwarted the Gbvemment in a certain 
matter they would know what to do. I asked what he meant, and 
he said, * We will depose them.' 

The salaries of the Judges were not fixed, but were liable to 
alteration at any time. They were wholly inadequate, and the 
wonder was that good men coidd be found to accept the office at 
the pay giyen. At a time when puisne Judges were only 
getting £1250 per annum, they were expected to pay their 
ewn circuit expenses, although the living was very high. The 
position of the Judges suffered in the public estimation on the 
ground of their impeouniosity, and the wonder is that the Oourt 
lias worked as well as it has done. 

In 1894 a set attempt was made by the Goyemment to reduce 
the Judiciary to a position of absolute dependence upon the 
Executiye, and I cannot do better than append an extract from 
an address by the Chief Justice of the country, giyen at Bus- 
tenberg, on the 13th October, 1894, in which he did not hesitate 
to say that if the proposed changes were carried out the inde- 
pendence of the country would be lost. The Gh)yemment has also 
steadily resisted the desire of the Johaonesburg population of the 
eitaUishment of a permanent Ciourt at that place, although by far 
the greater portion of the litigation in the country arose at 
Jdiannesburg. Much unnecessary cost has thus been caused to 
the public, and the interests of justice haye suffered materially. 

Another great grieyance is the state of the law concerning 
public education. In 1895, a sum of £66,800 was yoted for 
schools, but the XJitlander population practically derived no ad- 
Tsntage from the education yote, owing to the fact that the 
Department, the head of which was a Hollander, practically with- 
held any subsidy from schools in which tuition was not giyen 
through the medium of the Dutch language. Public feeling was 
yery strongly aroused at this state of things, and so keenly did the 
Vitlaaders feel upon the question, that they established a Council 
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of EdiLcation of their own supported by yolimtary contributionfl^ 
and this Council has been endeavouring to make good the want 
which should have been supplied by the Goyemment. Beoently 
there has been a great parade about a so-called concession whiob 
has been made, and the public has been led to believe that schools: 
in which English is the medium of education are now liberally 
subsidised. As a matter of fact I believe that the new law only 
permits the Head of the Education Department in his discretion to» 
extend (Government aid to schools where children are taught in 
English, but after the fifth standard has been passed it is com- 
pulsory that Dutch should be the medium of education. When 
the Uitlander Council of Education was established, it was actually 
suggested by the other side that the law should be altered so as to 
enable the Government to close such schools as might be volun- 
tarily established for the purpose of giving education in English. 

The Government has further resisted all attempts made by the 
Johannesburg people to establish a satisfactory system of Municipal 
Gk>vemment. It has alienated what should have been important 
sources of revenue, such as market dues and the supply of light- 
and water and tramways, for all of which concessions have been 
granted to individuals for their own profit. It has refused to 
Johannesburg the power to raise a loan upon the security of the 
town's properties, which would have enabled the inhabitants to* 
procure a satisfactory system of sanitation. The result is, that life 
is at times intolerable from dust storms, disease is disseminated, 
and the death rate has reached 59 per thousand in a place whidb 
naturally is as healthy as any place in the world. 

I see it stated in the Johannesburg newspapers that the new 
scheme for the government of the town is regarded as even le8» 
satisfactory than the one which has hitherto existed under the old 
scheme — there were three Government nominees upon the Sanitary 
Board, and one of them was the Government Conmiissioner who 
had the power to veto any contract involving the expenditure of 
more than £150. A knowledge of Dutch was essential to candi- 
dature. So far the Public Works of the town have had to b^ con- 
structed out of the current rates, aided by small loans authorisedt 
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bjr the Goyemmenty and a small grant occasionally made by the 
Government^ amounting only to a fraction of the revenue received 
liy way of ground rents, &c., from the town itsell 

The law as to trial by jury is most unsatisfactory to the 
Uiilanders — only burghers or so-called naturalised persons are 
allowed to sit upon juries ; the result is obvious. 

No adequate provision has been made for police protection. Only 
burghers or naturalised persons are admitted to the police f orce, and 
glaring crimes have frequently been committed in the communilyy 
the criminals escaping detection. Two or three years ago there 
was a great popular agitation upon this subject owing to a number 
of murders having been committed, and the escape of {he mur- 
derers. A great public meeting was held, and a deputation was 
sent to the Government representing the &cts, and urging the 
neoessily for an increase of the police force, and for the relaxation 
of the rule concerning the admission of others than burghers as 
policemen. The President sent back a message promising to grant 
relief but the force has not been reformed, and crime at the 
present moment is more rampant than ever, criminals being em- 
boldened by impunity. 

Upon the subject of Concessions I beg to refer to a document 
signed by me in December, 1895, which is published in Blue Book 
€ 7933 of 1896. I adhere to every word therein contained, both 
<m this subject and other matters. 

I now pass on to the question of Railways. Concessions have 
been granted by the Yolksraad which have placed the State in the 
position of having this most important branch of the Public Works 
in the hands of foreigners, with the power to levy toll to an out* 
rageous extent on the conmiercial and travelling public, and even 
to influence the external relations of the country. Crafty clauses 
wrapped up in the Dutch of the Hague, backed up by plausible 
arguments, were accepted by the Legislature, with the result that 
the country must continue groaning under the oppression of the 
Netherlands Railway Company, or pay an extravagantly high sum 
for expropriation of the railway. It is capable of proof that the 
cost of construction which must ultimately be borne by the State 
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has in some mstaiiceB been extrayagantly liigliu There has prao- 
tioiJly been no check upon the Railway Company in this reapeot 
ISiere is a series of articles on the Netherlands Railway, published 
in the Critic at the end of 1895 and beginning of 1896, written by 
Mr. Loveday, which will throw a glaring light on the abusea 
rampant. Mr. Loveday is a member of the Yolksraad, who has 
bad exceptional opportunities of getting at the truth. The whole 
administration of the Railway system constitutes a great publio 
grierance. The charges made are in many instances extortionatei. 
For instance, the Netherlands Company charge 3d. per ton per 
mile for the carriage of coal, the Gape Railway charge Id. per 
mile. The Cape Railways carry a sheep for 500 miles for 2s., the 
Netherlands Railway Company exact Is. 6d. for carrying a sheep 
for a distance of 45 miles and so on. Enormous profits are made 
by the Company, and its Managing Director admitted some time 
ago that a short section of 40 miles laid down on the goldfields for 
the carriage of coal to the different mines was paying the interest 
on the cost of the construction of the whole line of railway te 
Pelagoa Bay, a length of hundreds of miles. This overcharge is 
aggravated by the fact that the supply of rolling stock and the ad* 
ministration of the Railway have been so defective that the mining- 
companies have on several occasions been reduced almost to 
despair owing to the impossibility of obtaining sufficient and 
regular supplies of coaL Business men have clamoured that not 
only are the railway charges excessive, but there has always been 
a wilful obstruction in the forwarding of goods, while they have 
been constantly subjected to loss owing to the damage or de- 
struction or loss of goods for which they could get littie or no 
remedy. In a community entirely English, all documents relating- 
to railway business had to be made out in Dutch by the merchants, 
while complaints have f requentiy been made concerning the care* 
lessness and even insolence of railway officials. Moreover the ad- 
ministration is practically so contrived, I am informed, as in many 
instances to give a preference in a matter of speedy delivery in the 
transport of goods to foreigners, and while railway rates are 
nominally the same to everybody, I am assured that in some cases 
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loreign goods are aooepted for transit at a less declared weight 
lor the same artide than Britisli goods are permitted to enjoy^ 
For instanoe, cement which is sold throughout South Africa at the 
standard weight of 400 lbs., and is invariably charged for 400 lbs. 
transit to British traders, is allowed to be passed for foreign 
traders at yaiious rates showing a difference in their fayour. 
British traden' goods are sometimes delayed for long periods,. 
while certain &Toured firms can secure rapid and early transit. 
Again, the Netherlands Railway Clompany are very large im* 
porten of materiaL They steadily refuse to entertain a British 
tender, and all their trade goes to the Continent. The Company 
is also in a position to divert trade from the British Colonies to 
Delagoa Bay, and it takes advantage of these circumstances. 

The XJitlander population, backed by a considerable body of 
ibe burghers, have constantly urged the Government to expropriate 
ibe railways. By this means there would be some chance of 
getting redress ; the revenues would at all events belong to the 
State, and the enormous influence of the Hollanders over the- 
bnsineas and interests of the country would be vastly reduced. 
Tip to the present, however, the Oovemment has refused to 
sntertain the idea of expropriation, and the same abuses still 
<pntinua The ultimate cost of the expropriation which must 
aome day be effected is in the meantime being steadily increased, 
inaamudi as the profits of the Company are constantly becoming- 
larger, and as the amount ultimately to be paid to the State will 
have to be reckoned upon the dividends paid by the Company^ 
it is to the manifest interest of the Company to make unduly 
heavy charges. 

Reference has been made to the preferential treatment 
sooorded to foreigners in the Transvaal, and the desire to 
wpp ros s British interests as far as possible. In this connection 
I should like to add one or two &cts. 

The dynamite concessionaires are required to build a factory 
mtenooB of their concession. No material for this work which 
Wi be procured elsewhere of a suitable kind and quality is> 
pmthased in Great Britain. 

96 



POLITICAL SITUATION IN SOUTH AFBIOA. 

In 1895 a OoYemment notioe was issued in the Stoats Caunmt 
calling for tenders for certain electric plant in some Gbyemment 
buildings. The notice stated openlj that only Continental 
manufactures would be used, and added that certain firms in 
Oermany whose names were giyen would have the preference in 
any case. 

The following I have from an English firm: — The firm of 
Reiner & Van Laer (Germans) secured a tender for the supfdj 
of 8400 deals to the Robinson Company, to be used for the 
erection of certain buildings. An EngUsh firm secured the tender 
for the supply of galvanised iron screws and other materials lor 
the same buildings. 

The Customs Law imposes an ad wihrem duty or 7| per cent.', 
but permits mining machinery to be imported at an oc? wUorem 
duty of 1^ per cent. The German firm were allowed to pass the 
deids as machinery. The English firm was compelled to pay the 
full duty upon the material supplied by them. Representations 
were repeatedly made by the Chamber of Commerce to the 
Oovemment, but no redress was granted. All other dealers in 
timber had been compelled to pay the full duty. 

Additional evidence of this description might probably be 
obtained from the Chamber of Commerce in Johannesburg. A 
very important feature of the situation is that the Gh)yemm6iit 
has granted to the Netherlands Railway Company the right to 
oollect and pass into its general revenue all the Customs duties 
on goods imported viA Delagoa Bay (not at any other port of 
entry), and this accounts largely for the attempts to divert titede 
from the British ports to Delagoa Bay. 

I wish now to make some statement concerning the general 
laxity which prevails in the administration of the Governments 
and which deprives it of all public respect, making it possible for 
iuiything in the shape of irregularity or worse to occur at any 
time. The first instance of this sort of thing that happened to 
which I shall refer relates to the Selati Railway concession. In 
1890 the Yolksraad decided to build a line called the 'Selati 
Railway/ and resolved that as members desired to consult their 
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oenititiients on the matter, the Ghyrenunent should be instructed 
to pobliflh for general inlormation a few months before the 
ensuing session the draft applioation received from certain 
iliplicants for the building of the line, and the draft contract 
already agreed upon between the Qoyenmient and such applicants. 
Immediately after the session there was published in the Stoats 
Oomrani a draft concession in fayour of one Yorster, then a 
member of the First Baad, and one Stephenson, an illiterate 
onpenter. At the ensuing session of the Baad the draft 
ecpeesmmi was referred to a Committee for revision and report, 
and was subsequently confirmed. 

It afterwards became known that during the recess Yorster 
had im]>orted a number of carriages, and presented them to 
different members of the Baad. This matter was discussed at 
the Yolksraad, and the President defended' Yorster's action, saying 
that he saw no harm in members receiving such presents. 

In its issue of 5th December, 1893, the newspaper Land en 
Folk charges A. D. W. Wolmarans, a member of the Yolksraad, 
with having been induced to vote for this concession by the gift 
ol a gold watch of the value of JB76 ; it calls Wolmarans a Har 
sad a dishonour to his country, and challenges him to a public 
oonteat. No legal proceedings have been taken. In the same 
article Yorster is practically called a thief, and in the same 
paper he is charged with corruption. Yorster was then seeking 
re-election, and Land en VoOc pledged itself that he should not get 
re-elected until he answered the Yolksraad charges made against 
him. Yorster has brought no action, and was until recently a 
member of the Yolksraad. The Selati Railway Concession was 
afterwards inquired into by a Commission of the Yolksraad, when 
flie following points were brought out : — 

The Government guaranteed the principal of both the share 
and debenture issue of the Company formed to construct 
the line, and interest thereon at the rate of 4 per cent, per 
annmn. The Share Capital is £500,000. The Debentures 
amount nominally to £1,500,000. The first issue of 
Debentures was £500,000, but the Company only 
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reoeiyed £350,000, for by the oontraot the conoessioiuureft . 
were permitted to aocount for the Debentures at £70^ 
whereas they issued them at £77, thus pocketing the 
difference of £75,000. The second issue of £1,000,000 
nominal was placed at £98| (at a time when the preyious 
issue stood at £97 in the market) and the Company were 
only credited with £86 on each Debenture, the con- 
cessionaires netting the difference. 
It was found, on examining the accounts, that £10,000 had 
been paid to Yorster and Stephenson for getting the 
concession, and a sum of £32,881 appeared as cost of 
flotation. The only explanation the Committee could get 
of this last amount was that one person had £6000 for 
study and trayelling expenses, and another £2000. The 
balance was not accounted for. 
The concession proyided that the line should be built lor 
£9600 per mile, or as much less as the construction might 
cost. The railway company, apparently without calling 
for tenders, entered into an agreement with one Wamant 
(said to be the solicitor to the Company) to build and 
equip the line for £9600 per mile, the maximum sum 
allowed by the concession. Immediately afterwards 
Wamant sublet the contract to a responsible firm of 
railway contractors, Westwood & Winby, for £7002 per 
mile. The Company — and consequently the Gk>yemment| 
who are responsible for principal and interest — ^were thus 
defrauded of a sum of £2598 per mile on a length of 
about two hundred miles. 
Mr. Jeppe, a member of the Committee, explained to the 
Baad that after the contract with Wamant was concluded the 
Directorate had practically f oimd themselyes penniless, haying 
made no proyision for the cost of administration during the 
construction of the line. Wamant was applied to for the 
necessary funds and refused them, but he agreed to adyanoe the 
Company £100,000 on condition that the Directors would assist 
in concealing the nature of the transaction. 
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. The line is not yet completed, and meanwhile the Goyernment 
18 liaUe for 4 per cent interest on £2,000,000, or £80,000 per 

As an instanoe of the incapaoily of Goyernment officials it 
may be noted that the contractors, to ayoid the fly and fever 
helt^ proposed a deviation at a certain part of the line, and their 
plans were submitted to and confirmed by the Railway Com- 
missioner, Mr. J. S. Smit (a gentleman in receipt of a salary of 
£1000 a year). After 25 kilometres of this deviation had been 
completed, Mr. Smit stopped the construction and ordered the 
line to be taken up and constructed as originally proposed, as he 
had approved the plans in ignoranca 

Another Case.— J. S. Smit, the Landdrost of Pretoria, charges 
the public funds with a sum of about £83,000 alleged to have 
been expended in oonstructing and repairing certain streets in 
Pretoria. A question arose as to the expenditure, and a 
Committee of the Yolksraad was appointed to inquire into it. 
The Committee reported that, notwithstanding their repeated 
request^ they could only obtain vouchers for about £49,000 of the 
samsaid to have been expended. The matter was left at this 
stage, as the Yolksraad was about to be prorogued. Next session 
it was again mentioned in the Yolksraad, and on the proposal of 
John Meyer (a bosom friend and great supporter of the President), 
it was resolved that the question should be considered as dosed. 
Ifothing further has been heard of this case. 

Again, a couple of years ago an amount appeared on the 
estimates, amounting to several thousands of pounds, as the cost 
of a Commission on which Mr. Wolmarans, a member of the 
Government, was engaged. No such Commission had been 
authorised by the Yolkoraad, nor was any report of any such 
Ornnmission produced, and when one of the Progressive members 
of the Yolksraad insisted upon an explanation and upon pro- 
duction at least of the Commissioners' labours, the President 
angrily refused the request, and, so far as I know, the matter has 
not been cleared up to this day. 

Sere is a Case affecting the Public Service. — N. J. Smit, who is 
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fl mm of General Smit (a member of tiie Goyenuimt at Hm time), 
was the Mimng Oommiationer at Kmgeradorp. Ooing on leave 
for a week, he aaked one Biocard to act for him and take over the 
official fonda. Biooard on doing so found among the oaah Smiths 
oheqne for £150. He presented the cheque for payment^ and it 
was dishonoured. Smit remained away for some monlhs without 
leave, and then returned. In the meantime he had been oharged 
both by Land en VoOk and by an English newspaper with theft 
On his return he was fined by the Government JC25 for beings 
absent without leaye, and was reinstated into the Service. No 
notice was taken of the charge that had been made against him. 
Land en VoOk has repeatedly charged him with this theft, and 
termed him the 'unpunished thief/ but he has never brought any 
action, and is now the Mining Commissioner of Elerksdorp. 

The Stiemena Case. — OneH. Stiemens applied to the Gbvem* 
ment for a pension, which was refused. Thereupon hisson, W. J^ 
Stiemens (then Acting Minister of Mines) and his son-in-law R G. 
Ockerse ('Bespcnsible Olerk ' in the Johannesburg Office of the 
Mining Commissioner), persuaded him to apply to the Government 
for a Lease of a certain piece of land, there being a verbal agree* 
ment that the three should divide the proceeds of the land in 
consideration of the two officials promoting the application. 
Stiemens, as an officer in an official capacity, recommended the 
grant, and after some delay the Lease was given. It was after- 
wards sold, and realised between £2000 and £8000. H. Stiemena 
died, and another son-in-law, Zeiler, then claimed that he was a 
party to the contract for dividing the spoils, and applied to the 
Court to dedare him entitled to one-fourth of the proceeds of the 
land. W. J. Stiemens and Ockerse both admitted in the witness- 
box that they had made the compact, but denied that Zeiler was m 
party to it, and said that they, in fear of the consequences, had 
foregone their daim. During the hearing of the case the 
Landdrost of Pretoria, C. E. Schutte, admitted in the witness- 
box that he had received £300 for ' furthering ^ the application. 

The Government has never taken any steps against those 
officials, who still remain at their posts. 
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(Bee Beport of trial in Pretoria Prm of 9th Novtel^ 1896 ; 
leader in Tra/Mvaal Adoertmr^ 8th NoYember, 1896 ; report ^md 
leader in Lamd m Volk of 14th November, 1896 ; and aijBlot^ 
-— reproducing one from a Natal paper— of 28th November, 189(k) . 

Tke Stand Scandal.— In 1893 a sale of Stands or building plots' 
in Johannesborg took plaoe under ciroumstances which gave rise 
to mnoh dissatisfBotion, and led to the appointment of a Gonmdttee 
•of theVolkaraad to investigate foots. The report of the Committee 
18 given at page 394 of the Minutes of the Yolksraad for 1893. 
It was found that three-fourths of the stands had been awarded to 
ofRciaJs or members of the Yolksraad ; that this was contrary to 
the law, as some at least of the oflBcials were not resident at 
Johannesburg ; that the issue of the stands had been so manipu- 
lated as virtually to exclude the general public from the chanoe of 
applioation or competition ; that stands had been sold to various 
individuals privately ; that the prices that were given were far 
below current market value ; and that the revenue had suffered to 
the extent of £30,000 by the transaction. The report concluded 
with the statement that the Committee made no recommendation 
•or comment, as their functions were restricted to ascertaining the 
iacts. 

A debate on the report took place in the Yolksraad, in the 
•course of which the President declared that in a country where 
there was no pension system officials should not be debarred from 
making a little profit, save, of course, the men who were actually 
charged with the issue of the stands ; and a resolution was finally 
passed by the Yolksraad thanking the Committee for its labours 
•and for putting the Raad in a position to declare that no irregu- 
larity had taken place and that there was no * Stands Scandal ' — 
^though the evidence and report revealed the gravest abuses. 

In the following year a petition was presented praying the 
Yolksraad to dismiss all the officials concerned in the 'Stands 
ificandal,' but the Yolksraad refused to entertain it. The 
JPresident not only made the startling proposition that an official 
should be allowed to make money by speculating with public 
property, but he actually stated to the Yolksraad, in the course 
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of a dd)at6| lihat the stands might have been granted to the publia 
under* "t^e Oold Law without payment, and that, therefore, the- 
•reV^ue had actually profited to the extent of the amount reoeiyed, 
Jjgnoring the &ct that the Goyemment was entitled to sell the- 
stands and might haye sold them by public auction for £30,000 
more than had been reoeiyed — ^this excess haying gone into the* 
pockets of the officials who had manipulated the transaction. 
The next case concerns the President himseli 
Shortly after President Eruger had gone to Golesburg, in the* 
Gape Colony, to meet Sir Henry Loch in conference, the news- 
paper Land en Volk made a statement to the effect that the 
President had taken payment of a sum of money for trayelling- 
expenses calculated upon the usual trayelling allowance of so 
much per diem, as if he had trayelled from Pretoria to Colesburg- 
by cart. As a matter of &ct he had trayelled by railway, and at 
all eyents paid nothing for his fare. 

The President prosecuted Mr. Marais, the Editor of the news- 
paper, criminally for libeL Marais defended the action. The 
President did not giye eyidence. Marais led eyidence, which, 
speaking from memory, showed that the youchers for the pay- 
ment, and a cheque for the amount in fayour of Mr. Ejruger, were 
all prepared in the Treasury Offices, though the money had not 
actually been handed oyer to the President. It was alleged that 
the President knew nothing about this, though he did not go into* 
the witness-box to proye it. 

The Landdrost acquitted Marais. 

Afterwards in a leading article in Land en V6& of Srdl 
October, 1895, the following passage occurs: — 

* His Honour says that when a newspaper points out to hinb 
where he is wrong, then he rectifies what is wrong. Again. 
His Honour has forgotten. Land en Volk once accused him 
of haying taken money out of the Treasury on false- 
aocoimts. His Honour felt himself so deeply injured' 
that he caused the Editor of Land en Volk to be arrested, 
and prosecuted criminally. And what was the result P' 
His own Landdrost (and former member of his election. 
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OQnunittee) gave judgment that what Land en VoUc had 
written was the truth. There could thus have been no 
doubt that a newspaper had shown His Honour where he 
had acted wrongly, and did he then make everything 
right? Ohy no. His Honour has to this day not paid 
that money back. Now when a man takes money that is 
not due to him there may possible be an explanation, but 
when a man keeps money that is not due to him, knowing 
that he had obtained that money in an illegal manner, 
there is only one name for the offence, and that name is 
applicable in the case of the President and the false 
accounts. 
The Wire Caee (a couple of years ago). 

J. W. Koch, formerly Landdrost of Potchefstroom, was ap- 
pointed a member of the Executiye. Land en Volk charged 
him publicly with having stolen a large quantity of 
Government wire and used it to fence his farm. The 
charge was repeatedly made in this paper, until eventually 
the Government, being forced to take some action, sent a 
special Commissioner (De Beer) to inquire. There was 
evidence that wire had been taken, but the State Attorney 
considered it insufficient to send to a jury. It appeared 
that a Mr. Thorn (a Hollander who had succeeded Koch as 
Landdrost of Potchefstroom) and an official named Debs, 
had appropriated Government wire. Instead of punishing 
these men the Government accepted cheques which they 
tendered after the exposure for the amount of the wire 
taken, and they are still in office. 

Koch threatened to sue Land en Volk for libel. Land en Volk 
stood its ground and complained bitterly of the method of 
investigation that had been followed. Koch has never taken 
proceedings, and remains a member of the Government. 

Casee in which F. Eloff is concerned, — He is the son-in-law of 
President Kruger, and was his private secretary. 

(a) Some five years ago Eloff obtained a concession for the sole 
right to bring water from certain springs on the Yaal 
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Itiyer to JohaimeBbfiirg ; the ooncession was to lapse unless 
oarried out within two years. Nothing was done under it 
lor three years, when Bamato, who was then interested in 
the scheme for oonstracting waterworks at Johannestmrg^ 
heard of the concession, and approached ElofE on the 
eubject. On examining the concession he fonnd that, for 
the reason giyen aboye, it had lapsed. Eloff undertook to 
get it reyiyed, and transferred it to Bamato for £2000 
cash and £18,000 to be paid in the eyent of the work being 
carried out. The Executiye Council, with this contract 
before them, reyiyed the concession and sanctioned the 
transfer to Bamato. 

<i) Six or eight years ago the Ooyemment proclaimed all 
Goyemment lands in Elerksdorp open to prospectors. 
Within the last three years thousands of claims haye been 
pegged out and the licenses paid. On the &ce of the 
licenses there was nothing to show whether they were 
prospectors' or diggers' licenses, each being renewed 
monthly, but the difference being that the former are 
only renewable for six months, while the latter are re- 
newable indefinitely. As far more than six months had 
elapsed these licenses were treated on all hands as diggers' 
licenses. They were transferred for yaluable consideration ; 
the transfers were registered in the Goyemment books, 
and transfer duty paid. Suddenly the Goyemment refused 
to grant further licenses {i.e., to renew the licenses already 
existing), and thus the titles of the holders were confiiscated* 
The land was then granted to the Dutch Reformed Church, 
and almost immediately afterwards sold by it to F. Eloff. 

(c) Braamfontein is a farm on Gh)yemment land adjoining 
Johannesburg. About 1887 or 1888 this land was pro- 
claimed a goldfield. Subsequently a Proclamation was 
issued declaring it no longer open as a goldfield (there are 
no gold-bearing reefs on it), and thereafter a portion waa 
acquired for a sporting club, and another portion for an 
Agricultural Society. On the latter some £10,000 
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0pent in tmildings, fto., the money being oontributed in 
equal ahares by the GoTermnent and the XJitlanden. 
Subseqnantly the Mining Oommiaaioner disooyered some 
flaw in the Pioolamation dosing the gronnd, and wrote 
oonfidentially to Pretoria, pointing out the flaw and urging 
the Ezeoutiye to take immediate steps to remedy the def eot 
and secure the titles of the existing oocupants. Within a 
few days of his letter, Eloff oame over from Pretoria, 
pegged out the whole of the ground, and claimed, under 
the original Proclamation, to be the first oooupant. The 
Mining Gommissioner protested strongly, and Elo£E went 
to the High Court to get a declaration that he was entitled 
to the land. I do not remember the result. 
The daas of things aboye described has not ceased, but during 
the last twelye months the following things haye happened: — 

(a) A public square in Johannesburg which the Sanitary 
Board thought was yested in it, in trust for the puUio, 
has been granted to a Syndicate which includes seyeral 
persons yery near to the President's person, and this 
Syndicate will undoubtedly make an enormous profit out 
of the transaction. 

(b) There haye been two cases in which prominent officials in 
Johannesburg haye obtained grants of Goyemment land 
in or near Johannesburg, under circumstances which 
require explanation. 

{e) An attack was made upon the titles of a large number of 
companies. These titles represented a yalue of millions. 
Ciolonel Ferreira and others were arrested and prosecuted 
before a judge and jury for contrayening a section of the 
gold law which makes it criminal for persons to peg off 
the property of other people indicated by beacons. This 
proceeding caused great imeaainess on the London Stock 
Exchange. The result of the trial has just been made 
known : the accused haye been acquitted upon the ground 
that they acted upon information giyen to them by the 
Minister of Mines. 
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Among minor officials there haye, as was ineTitable^ been the- 
gravest abuses. 

Take another case : — ^A Mr. Koch was Magistrate of th» 
district of Ohristiana, and as such Head of the local police. The 
newspaper called Land en Volk charged Koch with being unfit to* 
be a magistrate and head of a district, alleging that he had sent* 
a mounted policeman on a long patrol, and in his absence had 
been guilty of improper conduct with the policeman's wife. The 
burghers' sentiment was aroused by this statement and Koch was- 
called upon to dear his character. He instituted an action against- 
the editor, who pleaded justification and was victorious, though 
Koch denied the charge on oath. Koch was thereupon veiy 
properly dismissed from the Government servica Indeed, the 
Government would not have been able at that time to have- 
avoided this dismiBsal because the moral sense of the Dutch 
oommunity had been shocked. This happened three or four 
jears ago. 

Last year Mr. Koch was again admitted to the Government 
service in a new office created at Johannesburg, namely that of 
Issuer of Passes, and he is now in receipt of a salary of £700 a 
year. Mr. Koch isbrother of J. H. Koch, a member of Mr. Kruger**. 
Government. Men who dare to call attention to things of thissort 
are labelled with a stereotyped title of * rebels,' and are charged 
with seeking to undermine Ihe * independence of the country.' 

Upon the subject of native affairs I adhere to what I pal 
forth in the statement issued by me in December, 1895, to which 
I have already referred : — 

Native labour costs the Mining Companies an average of £8 
per month, besides food; and when it is considered that thie 
labour is absolutely xmskilled, and that most of the natives have 
to be taught upon their arrival on the mines the use of a pick 
and shovel, it will be seen how heavy the drain on the mining- 
industry is. Nothing effective has been done by the Oovemment 
to facilitate the draft of native labourers from the distant distriota 
in the BepubUc to the mines. A state of things even existed, 
which frightened labourers from coming to the mines, as many^ 
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robbed of their eamingB when they retomed after a period! 
of aenriee to their kraak. The natiye has not much chance of 
ajmpaihy from the Goyemmenty and he knows it well. He i» 
fined heavily or flogged on very little proTOcation, and generally 
the anthoritieB are down on him. It is a fundamental principle 
ol the oonatitation that there is no equality in Church or State 
between whites and blacks, and the native is not permitted to 
coatract marriage according to Christian rites. He may not hold 
land, and must live in locations set apart for him by the Govern- 
menL What the attitude of the Government is as between the 
Boer and the native is shown unmistakably by the President in 
the ease of Bachman v. Meyer, and April r. Prinsloo. In the 
ease of Bachman, an Indian of high caste who was flogged by a 
Field-Comet unmercifully for the trivial offence of searching 
for a lost horse on the property of the Field-Comet's brother, 
Rafthinan brought an action against Meyer before Judge Jorrisen^ 
who was one of the Hollander Judges on the Bench, and Judge 
Jonisen awarded either £50 or £76 damages, and ordered Meyer 
to pay the costs of the action. The Government paid the costs^ 
oat of the public funds. 

In April's case a native in the Supreme Court obtained 
judgment against a Field-Comet for damages and costs for brutal 
ill-treatment. The Bench commented most strongly upon the 
conduot of the defendant. President Kruger paid the costs and 
damages out of the public funds, saying that, notwithstanding^ 
what the Court had said, he deemed that the defendant had acted 
properly. There can be no question that the natives have been 
treated badly by subordinate officials of the Government, and I 
have myself seen affidavits which show systematic ill-treatment 
and oppression by a certain native official in the North, and I 
know that the Government did everything in its power to shield 
the official in question, and to baffle inquiry. Before the Higher 
Oourts the native could obtain justice, but it is rarely that he 
soold afford to seek the remedy, even if he knew how to set 
about it. Difficulties have been placed in the way of natives 
ooming from across the border, and the Bailway Companies have 
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obstmotod them in the matter of conyej^ing them to the minie 
Without labouring flie point, I may say tiiat generally tine 
Cbvemment has not assisted the mining industry in the mattsr 
<ii natiye labour, nor has its policy been conduoiye to the natrra 
becoming a steady labourer. 

I may add here that owing to yarious influences the sale el 
liquor to natiyes employed on the mines has been allowed praelir 
oally without restriction, at all eyents up to a yery recent date^ to 
the great detriment of the mining industry, and the disturbanoa 
<xf public order. Great laxity in the matter of granting lioooses 
and an utter absence of efficient police control enabled natiyes to 
obtain as much alcohol as they pleased. The result was that at 
times many places were turned into a pandemonium owing to 
£ghts; riots and murders and yarious disorders were frequent^ 
irhile the companies were heayy losers in the matter of laboor 
for which they were paying. The eyil was so great that it has 
been stated by responsible managers of companies that they weie 
losing two-seyenths of the labour for which they paid. 

In justice to the Gh>yemment it must be added that it is 
reported that stringent measures haye now been taken for tine 
prohibition of the sale of drinks to natiyes. It remains to be 
aeen how these measures will be administered. 

Before concluding, I wish to add a few remarks on the subjeet 
of recent legislation concerning aliens under the liberty of tlie 
Press, in order to remoye the impression which exists that Uieaa 
new laws are the result of disturbances last year. As a &ot, the 
Yolksraad endeayoured to curtail the freedom of the Press by aa 
Act passed in 1894, and its intention was only defeated by a 
decision of the High Court, which declared that owing to bad 
draughtsmanship the most obnoxious clause in the Act was in* 
operatiye. The Aliens' Expulsion Law originated thus : — ^In 1894 
the VolksBtem (the Hollander organ I haye mentioned) pubUshed 
a draft Act, in which it suggests it should be passed in terms and 
spirit almost identical with the Act now on the statute-boolL 
In 1896, petitions, principally from the district of Kustenburg^ 
which IB the President's own district, were presented to tha 
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▼olkmad praying that the laws relating to sedition might b* 
■ade more stringent. These petitions were, as is usual, referred 
to a Memorial Conunittee who reported against the prayer, saying 
Aat the existing laws were stringent enough. Notwithstanding 
this, Mr. Wolmarans urged the granting of the prayer, stating 
openly that what was wanted was to vest in the Government the 
power, without reference to the Courts, to put men oyer the 
bonder. A motion oonfirming the necessity for such a law waa 
aeoordingly passed by a majority in the middle of 1896, and the 
Gknremment was instructed to bring up a Bill, as it did in 1896. 

In 1894 a law had been passed curtailing the right of public 
neeting, and notices were stuck up in the Public Offices in 
Johannesburg directing the attention of the public in general,. 
and of Johannesburg in particular, in block letters, to the pro* 
i of the Act 

The Immigration Law, passed in 1896, was discussed in the 
of 1896, and, under the pretext of stopping pauper 
immigration, a law is now in force compelling ^gUshmen to 
oany passes, like Natives. It is difficult to over-estimate the 
posfliUe consequences of this Act. It is calculated absolutely to 
destroy the prestige of EngUshmen in the minds of the Natives^ 
sad this may lead to very grave resulta 

I have endeavoured in the above statement, although it is 
somewhat prolix, to state as briefly as I could the condition in 
which the Uitlanders found themselves in 1895. They consti- 
tuted the majority of the inhabitants of the State in mere point 
of numbers, a majority which was constantiy increasing. They 
rspreeented almost all the intelligence, the education, the wealthy 
and the industry of the State, and were possessed of by far the 
greater and more valuable part of the property in the coimtry, 
and carried on almost exclusively the business of commerce and 
ww^wTig They were dominated by a small and selfish clique of 
Boers, who in their turn were under the influence of Hollanders 
snd foreign corporations not only bitterly hostile to England 
sad all things English, but manifestly imbued with the desire 
to make the position of the alien more and more intolerable. 
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The Hollanders were in control of all the important offioea of 
the State, and of its railways, and were thus in a positaon to 
hamper trade and harden the industry of the Uitlanders at evaij 
torn, while the Boer population were too timorous, or too 
ignorant, or too indolent to interfere, and apparently calloaa to 
what was going on, so long as their own pockets and their own 
interests were not touched. The methods of legislation and 
administration were such that no one could tell when worse 
would happen. The Uitlanders were burdened by oppresaife 
taxation far beyond the legitimate needs of the State, while ibsgr 
had to look on helplessly at the scandalous waste of poblia 
moneya At eyery turn they were oppressed by conoosniom, 
flighted and scorned when they attempted to obtain the com* 
monest redress in such matters as education and police proteotioii. 
They looked with alarm at the insecurity of the administration of 
justice, and at the constant attacks which were made upon the 
original constitution of the country. They saw that it was the 
^ed intention of the Executive and of the Hollanders, in whose 
hands all power was really becoming concentrated, to perseTore 
in the policy of suppressing everything that was consonant to 
British ideas of liberty and justice, and of substituting Oonti* 
nental methods and principles at every turn. Their chief 
industries were at the mercy of the unsympathetic Boers that 
ruled the State, and they had no voice, and no hope of getting a 
voice, in the management of their own affairs or the protection 
of their vital interests. They were weary of attempting to 
•obtain reform by constitutional methods, and found that the only 
4uiswer on the part of the Gt)vemment and the Legislature to 
iheir appeals for justice was to spend more and more of the taxes 
wrung from them in the purchase of arms with which to overawe 
them, and the open statement that if they wanted their righto 
ihey would have to fight for them. The thousands of people 
who had come to the country to stay and who were suffering 
tmder these grievances saw no hope of improvement, no chance of 
redress, but lived rather in the constant fear that worse still 
nvrould befall them. The Uitlanders were stung into revolt^ and 
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▼I1011 JolumiieBbiirg roee, the moYemeiit was an lioiieflt popular 
movementy bronglit about bj the cauaes I haye desoribed. It is 
true fliat the morement may haye been bastened by tbe assistance 
el o^dtalists, but to say that it was proyoked or mannfactored I7 
«ipita]ists is wboUy to misrepresent the tmtL The capitalists 
flinmsftlyes only joined what had all along been the popular cause 
when they were oonyinoed that force was the only remedy for a 
condition of a&irs which had become intolerable. If proof were 
needed of the genuineness of the public feeling and the depth of 
ibe resentment entertained against the Gk>yenmienty it is to be 
Jofond in the enthusiasm with which the whole populace of 
Johannesburg and its suburbs rallied to the standard of Reform 
iphen the disturbances broke out. 
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SUPPLEMENTARY STATEMENT. 

Thb Holding of Land. 

I WISH to make an additaonal statement in regard to the 
holding of land in the TransvaaL The statement that ikm 
UiUanders hold half the land in the Transvaal has been oommonly 
aooepted as oorreot, bat there has hitherto been no means of 
getting at the absolute facts. Since my statement was in print I 
have had an opportanity of seeing a summary of what purports 
to be an official report showing how the land is held in the 
Transvaal The report is framed by the Begistrar of Deeds, and 
shows as follows : — 

Farms held by Burghers 5675 

99 f, Non-resident Uitlanders ... 664 

f, „ Resident XTitlanders 627 

99 99 Companies registered in the 

Transvaal 768 

99 99 Foreign registered Companies 1087 

308ff 

He also states that there are about 3646 farms surveyed and 
unsurveyed belonging to the Gh>Yemment. In addition to these 
I beUeve that I am correct in stating that there are large areas of 
State land still imsurveyed^ but all the land which belongs to the 
Govemmenty whether surveyed or imsurveyed^ falls out of the 
category of land held under title by individuals. If these fignzes 
are accepted as correot9 it is shown that the burghers hold 6575, 
while the Uitlanders hold 30369 or a little less than three-eighths 
of the total area held under grant. 

But I am informed on excellent authority that this report 
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oumot be acoepted as oorrect, and that it is undoubted that the 
Uitlanders do hold at least half of the registered titles to land in 
the country. My informant had a glance at the lists made out, 
and pointed out at once that it was altogether misleading to 
include among the farms held by 'burghers' land held by men 
who, although on the Field-Comets' lists, were TJitlanders, as 
they had no vote. One example : A firm in Pretoria who have 
no Tote, who are TJitlanders, but whose names are on the Field- 
Comets' Usts — as, indeed, mine is — are included on the list of 
burghers holding land. This firm owns a very large amount of 
land, probably 200 farms. I know of other names of men whose 
names are on the lists, but who have long since left the country 
and cannot be called ' burghers,' whose property — ^probably twenty 
{arms each — are included in the burghers' holding. 

The report was unquestionably framed to meet the serious 
argument based on the holding of land. 

The B^iistrar oi Deeds eHitnaies that the land held by the 
burghers is worth about £3,492,477, but he is able to state that 
the consideration paid for the farms held by the TJitlanders is 
£6,113,718, or, in other words, assuming that his estimate of the 
oost of the burghers' farms is correct, and it is certainly not 
likely to be under-estimated, the TJitlanders' land has cost them 
nearly double what the burghers' land has cost, or, in other 
words, the total value of land is somewhat over £9,000,000, and 
two-thirds of that sum represents the TJitlanders' land. 

In addition to the land actually registered in the names of 
TJitlanders, they hold a very large number of mineral contracts, 
with rights of purchase, &c., in respect of &rms registered in the 
names of burghers. 

Our contention, of course, is that land held by Government 
is beld in trust for the whole population. We do not accept 
the definition that the State consists only of the enfranchised 
borgners. 

I may add that, without attempting to cast discredit upon the 
B^istrar of Deeds, there is room to doubt whether his estimate of 
the value of the burghers' land is accurate. Practically all the 
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land has been acquired by the bargbers by free grant from tlie 
State, 80 that subsequent sales only bave to be taken into ocxn- 
oderation. A great proportion of the land has changed hands 
from time to time for a mere song, and it is only within the last 
ten or twelve years that any considerable prices have been paid 
for the land, and the big prices have generally been paid by the 
Uitlander. Three and a half millions is a big estimate as the cost 
of the land of burghers, who were up to a comparatiyely recent 
time in a very impoverished condition. 

I wish also to add, generally, that while the figures I have 
given in my statement are substantially accurate, I do not wish to 
convey the idea that they are in all cases absolutely accurate, 
which is, in the nature of things, impossibla 

Class Taxation. 
Act No. 5 of I89I provides that a stamp of one penny for 
each £10 or portion of £10 shall be affixed to all receipts and all 
imilateral documents in writing issued by anybody who makes his 
calling the carrying on of trade or business. The creditor is 
liable for the stamp, and a penalty of £5 is imposed for non- 
compliance with the Act, or, in default of payment of a fine, 
imprisonment not exceeding fourteen days. 
Law No. 24 of 1896 provides as follows : — 
* 1. A war tax of one pound (£1) per 100 morgen, or portion 
thereof, on each farm or piece of ground, and of £5 on 
each erf or half erf, or portion of an erf larger than one- 
half, and of £2 IOa. upon a portion of an erf smaller than 
one^half, shall in case of war or commando be leviable 
when the property stands registered in the name of (a) a 
person resident out of the Republic, or (i) of a company 
or syndicate (companies or syndicates consisting only of 
burghers on service are excluded), or (c) of a person in 
trust for or as trustee of one of the categories mentioned 
in sub-sections (a) and (i)/ 
As 2509 farms are registered in the names of companies and 
non-resident Uitlanders, this gives the Government power to levy 
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a Tery heavy tax, whioli does not &11 on the Boers, as they do not 
join oompanies or syndicates. 

By Begxdation approved by Gknrermnent and published in the 
OaaeUe of 24th May, 1898, Ooyemment Notioes 11 and 140 of 
1898, and Oovemment Notice No. 333 of 1893, a special poll tax 
«of 10«. from every male resident on the Witwatersrand, Boksborg, 
^md Kmgersdorp Diggings is imposed for the repression of small- 
pox. When stress falls upon the Boers they are helped out of 
ihe public funds ; when stress fells upon the digging population, 
Although the whole of the revenue practically is contributed by 
them, they have to bear special taxation to defray the expense of 
icoping with such things as small-pox, &c. 

BmussiON OF Taxes on Burghers. 

By First Yolksraad resolution dated 27th June, 1892 (Local 
Xaws, page 613), the Government is authorised to make inquiry 
iihrough tiie Field-Oomets in the various districts as to the ability 
of people to pay their poll taxes, with the object of acquitting 
poor persons who were in arrear either wholly or in part of the 
<debt. The sum in arrear represented the poU tax due by about 
'ten per cent, of the burgher population. 

Taxation and Obedisncb to Authority. 

On the subject of the impatience of control and taxation, 
nothing could more strongly illustrate the rooted aversion of the 
burgher population to taxation than the attitude they took up 
when the Yolksraad imposed a small toll in the Bepublic. They 
refused to pay the tax. In many instances they petitioned 
-against it; and generally they made such a stir about it that 
^eventually the tax was removed^ being for a considerable time, I 
believe, enforced only round the outskirts of Johannesburg, where 
it was positively oppressive, as a man could not go about his 
business in the outskirts of the town, or take his wife for a drive, 
or go to a racecourse, without having to pay this toll. 

As showing the attitude of the Boer towards constituted 
authority, I may draw attention to the following. There has for 
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yean been a dispute between two sections of the Dutch Chuioh 
in the South African Bepublic. Some years ago these two sections 
agreed to unite, one section agreeing to be incorporated by the 
other, and to hand over all its property to that body. In 1893 — 
I believe I am correct about the date— one of these fitotiona 
brought an action to have it declared by the High Court that the 
union of the Churches and the handing over of the property* by 
the plaintiffs in the suit to the defendants had not been legally 
effected. The High Court decided in favour of the plaintiff, and 
ordered the restitution of the Church property to the plaintifT 
faction. This question stirred the whole Dutch population to its 
core. A public meeting was held at Bustenburg, and the moat 
violent language was used by speakers advocating resistance to 
the order of the High Court. No less than three resolutions wesre 
put to the meeting, the practical effect of which would have been 
to commit the meeting, if they had been carried, to resistance to 
constituted authority. The danger was averted temporarily by a 
committee being formed to inquire further into the matter and to 
bring up a report, and I believe the danger was finally averted by 
the Gt)vemment agreeing to grant one of the &ctions a sum of 
money out of the public purse. No word was ever said about 
these burghers being 'unfaithful' to the laws of the country. 
Compare this with the attitude of the Government and the 
Yolksraad to the Uitlanders, who were charged with being ' un* 
faithful ' because they exercised the only right they had — ^that of 
respectful petition. 

Arbitrary Action of Yolksraad. 

As an instance of the extraordinary attitude taken up by the 
Yolksraad when criticism of its acts was published, I cite the 
following case. The Editor of Land en Volk published a statement 
which was thought to reflect on the members of the Yolksraad, or 
some of them. The Yolksraad, without any notice to Mr. Marai% 
solemnly debated the publication, and passed a resolution declaring* 
that he had made himself guilty of a contravention of a certain 
section of the Press Law, and having declared him guilty they 
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instmcted the State Attorney to prosecnte him, which that official 
fteadily refuaed to do, as he was of opinion that there had been 
no breach of the law. 

DiSRBOARD OF CoNfirrTFUTION. 

Law 14 of 1893, which made the most vital changes in the 
fesncluae law and constitution, was introduced towards the end of 
the session of that year, without any publication beforehand as 
directed by the Ghrondwet, and it was published for the first time 
in the OcMette of 27th September, 1893, on which day it came into 
ioroe. The Yolksraad on the 8th September, 1893, passed the 
loUowing resolution (Local Laws, page 371) : ' Article 1341. The 
First Yolksraad, considering the Commission's report dated the 
dth inst., with the memorials in connection therewith at present 
under discussion, considering the short time still remaining to this 
Baady resolves to put provisionally into force the electoral law 
elucidated and amended by the Commission and the Gbvemment 
until the Baad has in its ensuing session determined further 
hereon, with this understanding that all elections which may be 
held in the South African Republic shall take place according to 
the provisions of this amended law, and the Baad further decides 
to give notice hereof to the first signatories of the different 
memorials.' 

I may add that it is in the power of the Government to admit 
persons to the franchise without their having complied with the 
conditions laid down for the general public, a powet which has 
been exercised recently to admit about 800 people, principally 
Hollanders and Germans. 

I am satisfied that many burghers of the South African 
Bepublic were wholly unaware of the vital changes which had 
been brought about without previous notification. I remember 
distinctiy a Dutch Field-Comet — a singularly intelligent man — 
absolutely denying my statement to him that such a law had been 
passed, and from my conversation with another member of the 
Yolksraad I was satisfied that he did not understand the nature of 
ihe changes which had been brought about. Having juggled the 
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law on to the statute-book in 1893 in this manner, the (Joyem* 
ment in 1894 further amended the law, introducing Titalljr 
different principles operating against the Uitlander, and it ww^ 
confirmed. It is necessary to state that whenever the Gh>Tem- 
ment wish to bring about any particular legislation, memorials, 
asking for that legislation were promptly f ortlicomingy often only 
signed by a few dozen or a few hundred people. The will of the* 
people as interpreted by the Government meant the expressed, 
will of those people who asked what the Government itself wished, 
for, and the most striking instances are on record of preference' 
being given to the wishes expressed by a small number of 
burghers while the wishes of much larger numbers on the samiS* 
subject were disregarded, who having no representation at all and 
no means of securing redress of grievances except by respectful 
petition to the Yolksraad, were stigmatised as 'disloyal' and 
'unfaithful to the laws,' because they dared to petition for th& 
alteration of those laws. This was the burden of many speeohee- 
made on the franchise petition, the 'proposition being laid down, 
that to petition for any change in the law was to prove yourself 
disloyal and unfaithful to the State. Upon the debate upon th» 
monster petition in 1895, Mr. Lucas Meyer, a leader in the liberal 
party amongst the Boers, pleaded earnestly against the rejeotioiL 
of the petition, and proposed that the Yolksraad should instruct 
the Government to publish a Bill for the amendment of the 
franchise laws, the central point of such Bill being that th» 
Uiilander should be entitled, imder given conditions, to be 
admitted to full citizenship after three years' residence. Th» 
President, in person, stoutly opposed this, and said that th& 
people had over and over again expressed their will on the 
franchise question, notwithstanding the juggling I have above 
described; that they were weary of the subject, and that h» 
would not consent to appeal to them for an expression of opinion 
an this important subject. In other words, having got his will 
expressed in statutes passed in disregard of constitutional 
principles, he was not going to risk alteration of those statutes 
by going to the coimtry. The intention to exclude the UitJander 
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mm midiagnifled, and there was absolutely no hope of reform 
being bfoaght aboat. 

DlSHOKBSTT AND LaXITT OF CoMTBOL. 

Deblcations in the pnblio servioe have been very frequent. I 
will oite two oases. A man named Linskey, the responsible olerk 
in the Mining Office in Johannesburg, robbed the country of 
flioaaands of pounds. He was eyentaally arrested, and the funds 
to his credit in the bank were attached. It was a very flagrant 
case, but he was permitted to have £600 out of the funds for the 
purpose of defence. The State Attorney neglected to prosecute 
him within the time prescribed by law, and he escaped justice. 
The comedy was completed by his threatening an action against 
the GK>yemment for damages. 

Another case. A young man named Gie, employed in the 
Mining Commissioner's Office, robbed the office of many thousands 
of pounds. With extraordinary audacity he employed the money 
in the purchase of building lots, the titles of which were registered 
in the yery office he was robbing. In the end it was discoyered, 
and he committed suicide. He had only a small salary, and yet 
his aoqxusition of properties, worth many thousands, went 
imnotioed. 

The check on public moneys was of the loosest character. 
Only recently a young man named Otto, son of a Yolksraad 
member, was indicted for embezzlement of public funds. Two 
juries were dismissed, although the eyidence was yery clear, as 
they could not agree. On dismissing the second jury, the judge 
tdd them plainly that they had not discharged their duty in 
aooordance with their oaths. A third jury was empanelled, and 
the man was found guilty. 

Quite recently, a man named Maherry was indicted for trying 
to bribe two Goyemment officials. He was found guilty, and on 
being asked if he had anything to say before sentence was passed, 
he oommenced a statement to ike effect that he had been adyised 
by Stoffel Tosen, a member of the Yolksraad, to approach the 
officials in question, and how to set about it. He proceeded to 
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addy that Toaen was to get £10,000 if the oonoeeaion he was 
seeking had been seonred, when the judge stopped the priB0ii6r» 
and sentenced him to six months' imprisonment and £600 fine. 
Can it be wondered at that the public have lost all confidence in 
the administration and legislature of the country P 

With reference to the main statement made by me on the 
subject of the attack upon the titles of the Companies, which is 
now known as the 'Ferreira Raid/ a raid which if sucoessfu], 
would have caused damage infinitely greater than the ' material^ 
moral, and intellectural damage' claimed by the Transvaal, I 
wish to add that the evidence at the trial of Ferreira proved 
conclusively that five sons of the Minister of Mines were members 
of the Venture Syndicate which committed the raid. Comment 
is superfluous. 

Principlbs on which Gold Law is Based. 

It is necessary in my view to have an idea of the leading 
principles of tenure and the rights of the Gbvemment to gold in 
the Transvaal. There is absolutely no reservation of mineral 
rights in any titles of land held in freehold in the TransvaaL 
The registered owner was the owner of everything in the soiL 
In 1885 the most extraordinary Act ever passed by a body of 
landowners was placed on the statute-book. The first clause ia 
as follows: — 'Hejt mijn- en beschikkingsrecht op alle edelge* 
flteenten en edele metalen behoort aan den Staat.' 

There has never been a judicial interpretation of this provision 
in the sense in which I am speaking. The interpretation I place 
upon it is, that it declares that the right of mining and 
admimstering mining for all precious stones and precious metals 
belongs to the State. The private registered owner of the land 
was, upon proclamation of his farm under this law, dispossessed 
of lus control save as hereinafter stated, but the Government 
acquired no dominion in the soil, which remained vested in the 
registered owner. This is clear from the &ct that if the land 
were freed from the operation of the Gold Law, all the owner'a 
rights were revived in full force. The owner had reserved to 

120 



UITLANDEBS IN THB TRANSVAAL, 

lumself hig homestead and coltiyated lands, and had the right 
to acquire a mining lease over an area equal to 10 per cent of 
the total area of the land. He also had a pref erent right to peg 
off a certain nnmber oi claims, and the right to grant permission 
to others to peg off a certain number of pref erent claims. With 
the exception of the areas so reserved, the &rm became upon 
proclamation a public goldfidd, upon which every man was 
entitled to peg off a claim. The Government granted him a 
license to do this, and he had the right also to acquire a stand 
ior residence or business. The license moneys thus received were 
divided between the Gbvemment and the registered owner of the 
land. The principle is intelligible enough. The Government 
had to pay for the cost of maintaining order, and received a share 
•of the licenses for this purpose. The owner was dispossessed of 
his land and received a share of the licenses in compensation. 

This was the view of the law itself taken by the Government, 
SB shown from the early administration. Gradually, however, the 
Gh>vemment introduced principles into the Gold Law which went 
much further. A clause was introduced vesting the right to the 
soiface of proclaimed lands in the Gbvemment ; next claims, the 
title of which lapsed by non-payment of license moneys or 
abandonment, and which had always before become open peggable 
ground were by statute declared to revert to the Government and 
were to be sold by it; and here the first principle of selling 
mining rights was introduced. Gradually the idea has grown in 
the minds of the legislators that mines were an asset of the State 
available for sale. This culminated in 1894 and 1895 in the 
proposal to sell the right of minerals under Bewaarplaatsen water 
rights and tovmships, a proposal which was in 1896 adopted by 
the Baad. The action of the Gbvemment and the Legislature in 
regard to underground mining rights ever since 1892 — action 
which can be described as vacillating between a desire to benefit 
unscrupulous adventurers and a desire to enrich the State, the 
mining companies in either case being the victims — ^was not 
•calculated to produce a profound feeling of confidence in the 
administration. It is needless to point out the fallacy of the 
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statement that the Ghiyemment is very magnanimous in gnnting' 
the right to mine to individnala The eonrse of aiEurs wa» 
nsnallj this: before proclamation as a piablic goldfield aa 
individual or indiyiduals secured from the owner the right to- 
prospect for gold, with the contingent right to acquire the owner^a 
rights to minerals. He always paid for the right to prospect^ and 
the owner generally stipulated for a very large sum of money 
should the contingent right be exercised. When the land waa 
proclaimed, those who had acquired the mineral rights either sold 
them to persons able to find the cai»ital to equip a mine, or if abla 
themselves to do so furnished the capital Beef mining is very 
costly work, and the proper equipment of a mine requires veiy^ 
large capital. The Boers themselves and the Government neither 
could nor would have furnished this capital. They had not th» 
knowledge nor the enterprise nor the money necessary to work 
mines. 

The wealth of the country was therefore developed by the- 
Uitlanders, the Oovemment getting a very large share of revenue 
which woidd never have accrued otherwise. This briefly conveya 
some idea of the true position of things. 

Policy of Gt)VBaNMBMT towards Industry. 

As to the policy of the Government in later years, I am 
absolutely satisfied. The President when remonstrated with by 
one of his officials against a proposed act, is reported to have 
said — ^in answer to the official's statement that the act would kill 
the goose that laid the golden eggs — 'We have got the eggs, 
already; let us twist the neck of the goose.' At that time he 
had a surplus of about £200,000 in the Treasury, and a consider- 
able number of companies at work which woidd be compelled to 
stick to their enterprises and furniah a considerable revenue. 

At a later stage it was proposed to throw the townlands of 
Pretoria open to the public as a goldfield. The President resiited 
this most strenuously, and amongst other arguments said, almost 
tearfully, that it woidd result in the establishment of a second 
Johannesburg, and he woidd have difficulty in finding polioe U> 
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keep them in order. Yet later in a debate upon a motion for the 
inqiortation of diamond driUe to prospect Government lands, the 
Fkerident opposed stoatlj, and openl j said — * There is too muoh 
gdd in the oouitry already.' I may point to the significance of 
the statement in Mr. lappert's memorandmn, to the effect that 
the President was opposed to increasing the inflnence of tho 
Mining GompanieSy as he saw in them his political opponents; 
and now it is said that the Gk>yemment will place obstacles in the 
way of proclaiming any more private farms as public goldfields. 
Incidentally it may be pointed out, that very great loss will be 
oocaaianed if this policy should be carried out, because private 
individuals and syndicates hold hundreds of mineral contracts in 
legaid to unproelaimed land for which they have paid large sums, 
having also spent a large amount of money in prospecting work. 
Fall return can only come to these people if the lands being 
ionnd payable were proclaimed. Can it be wondered at that men 
knowing these &cts, and seeing how the cost of living and 
working is artificially raised by the Government, shoidd fear the 
fnution of a policy clearly intended to cripple and restrict the 
aining industry? 

Hostility to English. 

All through the policy of the Pretoria Government has been 
dictated by the clearest hostility to everything English, and by 
the endeavour to create foreign interests which shoidd be used aa 
a buffer between England and the Bepublic. 

The Netherlands Bailway Company is a striking illustration of 
this, as is also the Dynamite Concession. 

Carrying out this policy, the President brought about the 
gtant of a concession to a German for a National Bank. Prior 
to that date ample banking facilities had been furnished by 
English banks. The President, however, granted to the con-- 
lessionaire a concession for a bank which, imder given circum* 
itanoes, might prove a great danger to the public. The Bank 
has the power to create and issue notes which are legal tender. 
It also has the power to issue cedidas secured by mortgage bonds 
iqpon real estate. It has the monopoly of raising State loans, &o» 
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The public regard the provisionB for the aeciirity of the note ifl 
as wholly miHatiHfaotory, but the Bank is now established finnly, 
and is spreading itself all oyer the oountry and even into tito 
neighbouring British Colonies. At the same time instmotuma 
were giyen to all publio offices not to accept the bank-notea of 
English banks in payment of Goyemment moneys, although their 
stability was beyond question* A State Mint was also establishedy 
sad the use of English silyer was forbidden in the Republic. 

There has been unconcealed hostility against eyery man who 
was suspected of haying any sympathy with England, and tfaia 
hostility has naturally acted as an irritant upon Englishmen. To 
illustrate this, it is not necessary to do more than to refer to die 
•debates within the last year or two in the Yolksraad on a proposal 
to disqualify all members who had taken the English side during 
the war of 1881. Indeed, I beUeye I am correct in stating that a 
proposal to this effect was only defeated by fourteen to nine yotea 
when it was pointed out that such an act woidd be a breach of tlie 
donyention, which proyides that no man shall suffer disabilitiea 
on accoimt of the part that he took in the war. 

The Goyemment some years ago got the Yolksraad to authorise 
the granting of loans out of the public exchequer to poor Boera; 
no Uitlander participates in this benefit. 

At the present moment I beUeye the Goyemment is spending 
public funds to compensate the Boers for loss of cattle by ibe 
rinderpest. 

A couple of years ago the Goyemment, without authority 
from the Yolksraad, actually adyanced out of the Public Treasury 
between £40,000 and JB60,000 as working capital for a ooal oom- 
pany formed by some priyate indiyiduals to acquire some coal 
farms on the high yeldt. I was told that it was induced to take 
this extraordinary step by the fears of the President being played 
upon, and his being told that if he did not help to establish tlie 
oompany English capitalists woidd get hold of the coalmines^ 
which are on the road to Delagoa Bay, and use them to the 
•detriment of the country. There was a great outcry about what 
was called this coal swindle, and by arrangement between the 
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promoters and the Ooyemment the money was paid back into the 
Treasury and the matter hashed up. 

Concessions and Factories. 

The President is crazy on the subject of having factories in 
the ooantry, and is always ready to bolster up any application for 
aconoeflsion on the ground that it is necessary to establish factories- 
in the eountry, or at least he uses this argument. 

In the case of the Dynamite Ooncession, it is notorious that 
the concessionaires haye failed to build a factory within the time 
prescribed by the concession, and although in the mean time they 
are allowed to import dynamite free of duty, they have now got 
a long extension of the time within which they are to erect 
the factory. I cannot say what influences have secured this- 
extension* 

Cyanide has become an important requisite for the recovery 
of gdA, and the President has done his best to get a cyanide 
monopoly established. His grasp of political economy may be 
inJEerred from the fact that when remonstrances were addressed to 
bim against the establishment of a cyanide monopoly, he said he 
wanted a factory. When answered that it would burden the 
mining industry, he replied that when the mining industry was 
exhausted he woidd have his cyanide factory. A cyanide factory,, 
it was pointed out, coidd only employ 200 or 300 hands, while the 
gold industry was the sole support of the State, and employed 
many thousands, and when told that his cyanide factory woidd be 
useless if there were no more gold, he flew into a passion. 

The present supplyers of cyanide have factories, I believe,, 
principally in Germany. They feared the monopoly being 
granted, and to destroy the President's factory argument they 
actually erected a factory in Pretoria, and are manufacturings 
a small quantity there at a loss in order to keep the market for 
their European manufactures open, making their profit on these. 
To such a length did the concession craze run that the country 
very narrowly escaped the granting of a concession called 
a jam and biscuit concession, which would have placed a 
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monopoly lor the supply of bread and jam in the hands of a 

concessionaire. 

Underground Mining Bights. 

I am desired to amplify the statement in regard to Bewaar- 
plaatsen. Beferring to the main statement made by me, I wish 
io make it dear that, in addition to the oases where oompaniea 
iormerly held Bewaarplaatsen tmder claim Uoenses and oonTertod 
ihem under Gh>yemment pressure, there was a large number ef 
areas held as water rights and as Bewaarplaatsen which had 
neyer been the subject of mineral title. The law forbade di^ 
ging under these, but when the legislature introduced the 
principle that underground mining shoidd be permitted upon 
these areas, the companies naturally contended that they had 
the best right to minerals tmder the areas, the surface of whiek 
was held by them. Moreover, most of these areas were wedged 
in between their claims, and nobody else could have worked theae 
to advantage. If they had been granted to the first * applioants,' 
these gentry would simply have extorted large sums of money 
from the companies for mineral rights, which, as to most of them, 
they coidd not utilise themselves, but which were essential to the 
companies. 

It is now clear, from documentary evidence which I have 
«een, that there was a widespread conspiracy, in which prominent 
Oovemment officials were concerned, to secure the mineral tiHe as 
it were by stealth. In anticipation of the law, they made appli- 
cations for all the areas which were so held by mining companies, 
4md it is pretty clear from the documentary evidence that Mr. 
Lippert, a Oerman, the same gentleman who secured the Dyna- 
mite Concession, had conceived this scheme of enriching himself 
by applying for the mining rights under these areas. He put in 
Applications, and at his instance the Gk>vemment introduced a 
'Clause into the Gold Law, which was submitted to the Yolksraad, 
4K)nferring upon the Government the right to grant these mining 
rights to the first applicants. The documentary evidence I refer 
to reveals clearly that if the Yolksraad had accepted the Govern- 
ment proposals, it was practically a foregone conclusion Aat he 
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and the offioiali and other harpies would have acquired the whole 
el the mineral rights af oreaaid. I am in poflBession of a oopy of 
a Notarial Agreement which shows that three officials, namely, 
a S. Sohutte, Chief Magistrate of Pretoria, J. S. Smit, Gorem- 
ment Gommissiooier of Bailways, and SL Schoeman, the Gom- 
Haadant for Pretoria IKstriot, as well as Mr. F. A. Grobler, who 
IB, I believe^ related to the President, were members of a syndioate 
who were seeking to get these rights. The question of the 
granting of these mineral rights was in suspense, and was the 
aabjeet of intrigue constantly in Pretoria from the year 1892 
to 1895. 

Large sums of money are said to have been spent in con* 
with this intrigue. One development of the businefls 

I that a party in the Yolksraad started the theory that these 
vineral rights belonged to the State, and should be sold for the 
poUic benefit, a principle foreign to the Geld Law. Be this as 
it may, the documentary eridenoe I refer to shows deariy that 
Mr. lippert recognised tiie equities of the mining companies, for 
in the calmest possible way he made proposals (ayowing his 
position and action in the matter) which were in effect that if 
the matter were compromised the companies should be entitled 
ta 76 per cent., and he and the other group of applicants should 
leoeiye 25 per oent. of the mineral rights. The statements in 
the Memorandum in question do not represent the true position 
in regard to these Bewaarplaatsen, but it is immaterial to discuss 
this. I annex copies of the Memorandum and the Notarial 
Agreement above referred to, and draw special attention to the 
nchedules to the latter, as they prove that the parties had 
'applied' for the minerals on sites avowedly held by the com- 
paniea Practically every company on the Band is included. 

The following is an extract from the Memorandum by Mr. 
lappert above mentioned: — 'In 1894, when I was obliged to 
leave suddenly for Europe during the Yolksraad session, the 
mines, by exorbitant expenditure and by strained agitation, 
obtained a victory by two votes; but when they wanted to 
drive their victory home and get the re£^ulations passed which 



POLITIOAL SITUATION IN 80T7TH AFRICA. 

had been drawn in a harry, and which would have aettled the 
matter onoe and for all, ike Yolksraad dedined to do so, the 
,Goyemment and the President having deolared thenuelyeB em- 
phatically against giving the mines any preference over the 
applicants, and maintaining the rights of the first applicants in 
the order of their applicationa Had I been in the Transvaal, the 
resolt woidd have been a very different one. Now to the present 
position : since I returned from Europe, I have ascertained that 
the Government and the supporters of the President are still of 
the same mind, and there is a strong section that think Hie 
Government shoidd keep the mining rights as an important asset 
of its own, on the foundation of which their finance would be 
absolutely secured for the future : the railways would be redeemed, 
Ddagoa Bay secured, &c. 

'As yet the President holds out against this action, which is 
partly supported by the Progressive party (such as Essei e n, 
Colliers, and others), but he is determined not to further increase 
the power and influence of the mining companies, in whom he, of 
course, sees his political opponents, and whom he does not want 
to carry such a measure against him in the Yolksraad. Bather, 
therefore, than give it to them, he would give it to those who 
daim the mining rights for the State, and there is not a Boer in 
the Yolksraad who dare refuse assent to such an appeal, if it weve 
only for fear of being charged with bribery/ 

Now, up to 1895, the controllers of the companies had stodi* 
ously avoided politics, and the statement only confirms the view 
that the Ghivemment policy was to restrict the growth of the 
industry* 

Mr. Lippert then avows that he has obtained the control by 
written contract of the interests of the various applicants, and is 
in a position to effect the compromise which he suggests. 

To show the insincerity and intrigue practised at Pretoria, I 
may state that when the principle of granting underground 
mining rights was adopted in 1892, a notice was published in 
the GfoMette calling upon all applicants to send in their applications 
for mining rights, on the 1st September, 1892. It had been 
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bruited about that the first applioants would get the mining rights. 
I myself attended on behalf of a very large number of Companies 
at tiie Office of the Minister of Mines in Pretoria on the Ist 
September, pursoant to the notice, when a most disgraceful scene 
took place. The office door was locked, and men were hustling 
each other and almost fighting with applications in their hands to 
get into the office first The door was opened, and dozens of men 
tomUed oyer each other into the office, and deposited into the arms 
of a bewildered official piles of applications. A more monstrous 
method of dealing with public property of enormous value could 
not bave been deyised eyen hj Pretoria. Shortly afterwards a 
notice appeared in the Oanette to the effect that, pending 
regulations goyeming the grant of underground mining rights 
being framed, nothing further woidd be done in regard to the 
•{^cations. It now transpires that Mr. Lippert and the officials, 
ind other persons mentioned in the document already referred to, 
had put in applications beforehand, and that there was a 
conspiracy to treat them as the first applicants, a show of fair play 
being made by the Gh>yemment notice calling for applications. 
Eyer since then Pretoria has been the scene of corrupt 
intrigue on the subject of these mining rights. There was no 
safety in a system where such things were possible. I haye dealt 
at length with this question of Bewaarplaatsen because it is 
typical of what went on in regard to other matters. 
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THE 

NETHERLANDS SOUTH AFRICAN 

COMPANY'S RAILWAY IN 

THE TRANSVAAL. 

The following are some salient points in connection with this 
railway : — 

In 1884 the Gh>Temment granted a concession, which the Baai 
subsequently confirmed, to the Nederlandsche Znid Afrikaansehe 
Spoorweg Maatschappij, to build a line of railway from the 
Portuguese border to Pretoria and all other main lines. 

Immediately afterwards Dr. Leyds appeared on the scene, 
being a protege of Beelaerts yan Blokland, a Minister of the 
Grown in Holland. He was first Attomey-Q^neral to the 
Transvaal, and is now State Secretary. In 1886 nothing had 
been done by the concessionaire, and the President stated, in 
oombating a proposition of a member of the Yolksraad, that the 
concession was dead — ' That the money must be obtained through 
a company, and they, the company, feared they would lose their 
money, not knowing the state of affairs in this country ; thus the 
capital had not been subscribed.' 

In 1888 the value of the goldfields had been demonstrated by 
the Uitlanders, principally Englishmen, machinery having been 
dragged up by ox- waggon hundreds of miles, and the Yolksraad 
instructed the Government to see that the company commenced 
the line without delay. 

In Jime, 1887, the Company was formed with a capital of 
£166,666, being 2000 shares of 1000 guelders, or £83 6«. 8dL, 
each. 
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The 2000 ahares were subscribed for as follows : — 
Obrman — 

Berliner Handelsgeeellsohaft 601 shares. 

Warschauer & Co. and a few others 218 ,. 



819 „ = 80 votes. 



>} 



Dutch — 

Labonchere, Oyens & Co., 394 ,, 

B. W. 0. yande WaU Bakeand a few others 187 ^^ 



South African Republic 





581 


„ =76 


public 


... 600 


„ = 6 


Grand Total ... 


2000 


„ =112 



This outrageous manipulation of votes speaks for itself. 

The control of the Company is vested in the Directors in 
Amsterdam. A Government Commissioner is appointed by the 
£outh African Republic ostensibly to protect its interests, and 
Beelaerts van Blokland is that Gbvemment Commissioner. His 
position has been defined as that of a man having an advisory 
voice. 

A series of loans have from time to time been raised by the 
Oompany at very high interest, the Government of the South 
African Republic being surety for the capital and interest. The 
dihare capital has also been increased, and now — 

The Share Capital is £1,166,666 13 4 

And liability on loans is £6,067,583 6 8 

In addition to this there is now to be raised an additional loan of 
JB1,100„000 to pay the cost of doubling the lines. As an instance 
-of the method in which the Company has been financed, the 
following is instructiva The Company borrowed £650,000 on 
overdraft, Dutch bankers supplying 53 per cent, and German 
bankers 47 per cent of the sum. These bankers demanded as 
security one million pounds' worth of debentures issued by the 
Oompany, and guaranteed by the Government, and stipulated for 
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the right to take over the •eonritjr at any time durmg the 
ourrenoy of the OYerdraft at 5 per cent, lees than the ayeragfr 
prioe for eight days on the Oompany's debentnres on the Dutoh 
and (German Bourses, and in November, 1892, £1,000,000 of 
five per oent. debentures were placed at £95 16«., the Company 
only reeeiying £90 16s. The Syndicate therefore mad» 
£50,000 at the expense of the taxpayer on this one transaction. 
At this time a loan of £2,500,000 had been raised through 
BothschiLds for the purpose, Mer aUOf of paying off the overdraft. 
The money, it is said, was actually in the hands of the Company^ 
for that purpose. The overdraft should have been paid off, and 
the option to take the debentures over which existed only during 
the currency of the overdraft should have been destroyed. Thia 
was not dona At the same time the debentures representing the 
Bothsohild loan, with exactiy the same security, were at a 
premium. It is absolutely clear that the whole of thia 
superstructure rested on the mining industry. Until the value of 
that had been demonstrated, the country's credit was worthlesa. 

Before the completion of the Delagoa Bay line a section of 
about forty miles of railway had been built along the line of reef 
from the Springs Colliery to Erugersdorp. 

The Company had also acquired from the Ghivemment the 
right to collect and to pass into its general revenue all Customs- 
dues on goods imported tnd Delagoa Bay. 

Extortionate charges were made for the transport of 
passengers and goods on the coal line above-mentioned, and it haa 
been stated by the manager of the Company that the profits of 
that short section of the line paid the interest on the total ooet of 
construction of all their lines. 

It was necessary for the Company, in order to hoodwink the 
Yolksraad, not to allow its accounts to show a short&U of interest^ 
and oonsequentiy a cbdm upon the country under its guarantee.. 
They had been charged openly — a charge which has never been 
met — ^with cooking their accounts in order to show fictitious profita 
during the period of construction. Thus it has been shown that 
the Customs dues collected by them figure in their acconnta 
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under the heading of traffic receipts ; seoond, that thej charged 
thenuwlTes for carriage of their own materials and represented 
this as profit. By these devices they were able to keep the 
Yolksraad from inquiring into the real condition of things while 
ihey were completing their hold upon the vitals of the country. 

Mr. LoYeday, a member of the Yolksraad, has, to his honour 
be it said, been unremitting in his endeayours to expose the 
character of the Company's transactions. Unfortunately he has 
never been able successfully to fight against the enormous power 
of the Company, backed by the President and Leyds. Leyds was 
for years State Secretary, and at the same time Goyemment 
Oommissioner of Railways in the Transyaal. It has been openly 
stated and neyer denied that his infiuence has been consistently 
used in order to promote the interests of his countrymen in 
Holland. It is obyious that under these conditions the interests 
of the country should suffer. To show how things were done I 
may say that a gentleman vouches for this story : A Yolksraad 
Committee having been appointed to inquire into the transactions 
of the Company, he was present one day in the Committee-room, 
and saw Leyds, Middleburg (Managing Director of the Company) 
and Smit (Railway Commissioner), none of them members of the 
Committee, drawing up the report for the Committee, while the 
bucolic members of the actual Committee discussed cattle and 
sheep. 

As the credit of the country was pledged for the liabilities 
<rf the Netherlands Company, and they had the power to charge 
exorbitant tariffs when the line was completed, it is not to be 
wondered at that the greatest recklessness, if not worse, should 
occur in construction. Thus it was shown that a 74-mile section 
of line ending at Nelspruit cost J623,950 per mile. No compen- 
aation for land had to be given. The coal line above-mentioned 
is said to have cost £20,000 a mile ; while I believe I am correct 
b stating that the Cape Railway through the Orange Free State, 
over country somewhat similar to that traversed by the coal line, 
oost only £6600 per mile. Mr. Loveday has op^y denounced 
what he calls the ' swindling and robbery * which the ootmtry 
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was sabjeoted to, and has challenged contradiction or refatatioo. 
of his statements — a challenge which has never been accepted* 
He describes the Oompanj as * corrupt from the day of its birth,, 
established in corruption, and now fostered through deceit and 
corruption — a Uving lie/ He openly states that hundreds o£ 
thousands of pounds were lost to the Republic on the construction 
account. Among other facts he exposed (a) that close upon a- 
thousand Hollanders were brought from Holland at the expense 
of the Republic to work a few months on the line, and then to 
be sent back to Holland at the expense of the State, the truth 
being that the greater part of them were found imfit for th» 
purposes for which they were obtained; (b) that earthworks, 
miles in extent, for which £23,500 per mile was paid, yielded 
enormous profits, even under wasteful administration, to the 
original sub-contractors and those tmder them again; (c) that 
stone was imported from Europe at enormous cost to build the 
Komati Bridge with, when there was first-class building stone 
in the vicinity, and so on. He shows that a contract was entered 
into with J. 0. van Hattum & Ca, of Amsterdam, for the con- 
struction of the first hundred kilometres. He characterises the 
contract * as savouring of fraud and conspiracy, leading the public 
to believe that van Hattum & Co. and the Netherlands Company 
were surely one and the same firm/ The line was to be built 
in sections according to specifications mutually agreed upon by 
the engineers of the contracting parties. Should van Hattum 
& Co. not exceed the specified cost mutually agreed upon they 
were to receive 11 per cent, upon the amount of the specification^ 
but should they exceed the specification, then the 11 per cent, 
was to be gradually decreased by an arranged sliding scale on 
each 20 per cent, over and above the specification, provided, 
however, that van Hattum & Co. did not exceed the specification 
by more than 100 per cent., in which case the Company should 
have the right to cancel the contract. This speaks for itself. 
Mr. Loveday also charges the Company with having declared 
dividends out of capital to create a favourable impression upon 
the Boers and to stifle inquiry while their scheme was proceeding* 
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The oonoesBiaii was in fact voided by non-perfonnaiice of 
oonditianfly bat on two ocoamons the concessionaires haye obtained 
a new lease of life and even strengthened their position, argu- 
ments being pat forward by Leyds, the President invariably 
Bupporiing him, that the country would be in the gravest danger 
if they borrowed from foreign — for which read English — 
capitalists. 

The Company has the power to charge the following rates : 
for first-dass passengers, Sd. per mile ; for second-class passengers, 
2d. per mile ; for ordinary goods, 6d. per ton per mile, with a 
minimum of £1 for forwarding ; raw goods, such as coal, earth, 
stone, unsawn wood, Ac., SdL per ton per mile, with a TniTiiTmiTn 
charge of £1 for forwarding. 

It is also shown that in October, 1892, an increase in the share 
capital of the Company was authorised by a resolution passed in 
Holland. Three thousand shares of 1000 guelders were sold to 
the Transvaal Government at a premium of 10 per cent., and 
paid for as follows: — 

1011 Shares in February, 1892. 
818 Shares 9th July, 1892. 
1091 Shares in August, 1892. 
Thus these shares were bought at a premium by the Gbvemment, 
and paid for months before their creation. 

The Government has consented to conditions of expropriation 
iriiieh are outrageous. As stated by Mr. Loveday, those con- 
ditions are as follows : — ^That the Oovemment can acquire the 
line upon twelve months' notice, provided they pay twenty 
times the average dividend paid to shareholders during the past 
three years, also the full amount of the nominal value of the 
ihares, and 1 per cent, for every year the concession would still 
liave to ran, which is up to tiie 1st January, 1915. Writing 
in 1894, Mr. Loveday showed, that taking a dividend of 3 per 
cent., after paying the interest on share and debenture capital, 
a dividend which has been greatly exceeded since then, the result 
woald be that upon expropriation the Oovemment woidd have 
to pay: 

135 



POLITICAL SITUATION IN SOUTH AFRICA. 

To the shareholders of 8000 4} per cent, shares of 1000 guelders 
each, J6178y for eyery JBIOO obligation, and 

To the shareholders of 11,000 6 per cent shares of 1000 
gadders each, £198, for every JBIOO obligation. 

The dividend for last year, 1896, amounted to 10 per cent, in 
addition to the guaranteed interest. It will thus be seen to what 
an enormous extent, if the present condition of things goes on, 
the emoluments of the disinterested gentlemen on the Continent 
will be increased. The country will have to pay them twice 
or thrice the amount spent (wastefully), to say nothing of pickings, 
or in the alternative submit to Continental control. 

The gross revenue for last year was over £3,000,000, and 
their working expenses were, in 1895, 48} per cent, of the gross 
takings. Their profit for 1895 is estimated at £1,500,000, a sum 
practically equal to the whole of the dividends paid by the mining 
industry with the enormous capital invested in it. 

A large section of the Boer population and the whole of the 
commercial population of the country seeing the extraordinary 
position into which the country was drifting, and recognising 
olearly that with the enormous tarifEs the Company was permitted to 
oharge, and the fact that the lines were complete, it woidd be able 
to declare very heavy dividends and thus increase the expropri- 
ation price, petitioned the Raad to take over the line at onca It 
was made abundantly clear that it was an outrage to permit the 
concessionaires to double or treble the expropriation price by 
declaring high dividends based on extortionate charges. Presi- 
dent Kruger opposed this, and a submissive Raad rejected the 
memorials, with a result that is obvious. Continental capitalists 
are eating the heart out of the country and do not wish to give 
up such a profitable business. Moreover, the control of the 
railway confers enormous power politically upon the holders^ 
and it is all a part of the scheme inaugurated by President 
Eruger and his advisers to strengthen foreign influences aa 
against English influences, and to give Continental peoples the 
right to clamour about their vested interests. The power to 
collect Customs dues is given to the Company only at the port of 
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^itry ffid Delagoa Bay. Oastoms fonn an enormouB branch of 
the reyenne of the oountry, the estimatee for the last year placing 
Hiem at £1,500,000. It is manifest that the Netherlands Com- 
pany would derive a princely income from this source if they 
oould diyert the bulk of the trade to Delagoa Bay. In addition 
to thia income they would carry the goods over a longer line at 
their very heavy tariffs, as their line connecting them with the 
Oape Colony is only about fifty miles long. It has been the 
steady policy of President Kruger to be connected with a port 
independent of English influence, and I think it is obvious that 
while securing such connection his policy of dealing a deadly 
Uow at the trade through the British Colonies is being satisfied. 
Kothing oould more clearly demonstrate this policy than the 
aotion of the Transvaal Government in endeavouring to close the 
fords on the Yaal River as avenues for Cape trade. President 
Kroger is said to have induced the Yolksraad to reject the 
•expropriation memorials by the arg^ument that the independence 
of the country was involved in this question, and that while the 
railways remained in the hands of the Company he could attain 
^ends of policy which he would not be able to do if the railways 
were held by the country. It is of course manifest that the 
-fiTiiMimRl control by Dutch and German bankers would cease if a 
State loan, not confined to them, were raised, and the railways 
^acquired for the Republic. And it is equally clear that the 
xnining industry would be relieved from an intolerable burden 
if the right to levy outrageous charges were destroyed. 

The Boer is too ignorant to understand how the country is 
^being sapped; and the Uitlander is powerless to prevent it 
Sritish capital invested in mines has furnished the means and 
opportunity of undermining British influence, and South Africa 
looks on helplessly while disintegrating forces gather strength 
-daily. 
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DYNAMITE. 

1. In 1881, a conoeenon was granted to Lippert, of the 
exoliuiye right to manufaeture djiiainite and other explosiyes. 
(See Glauses 1 and 2 of Concession.) 

2. Lippert was to have 'exolosiye right to trade in the 
dynamite and other explosives manufactured by him* (Claiise 2.) 

8. The machinery and material required for manufacturing' 
the explosiyes were to be imported free of duty. But by Olauae- 
5 it is expressly stipulated that Lippert * shall, however, not have- 
the right to import from elsewhere gunpowder, cartridges, 
dynamite, or other explosiyes.' 

4. Clause 3 binds Lippert to * erect one or more &ctories for 
the manufacture of dynamite and other explosives, and to plaoe 
therein all the necessary machinery and appliances required for 
the manufacture of dynamite and other explosiyes of good quoMy^* 
and, in case this condition is not complied with within one year of 
the date hereof (viz., 31st December, 1887), Government shall 
have the right to declare this agreement cancelled.' 

5. '* Lippert shall, by exhibiting the machinery and appliances 
and the explosives in clause, sub-clauses 1 and 2 (t.^., gunpowder 
of every sort required for firearms, cannons, and explosive pur- 
poses, and all other kinds of explosives and fireworks manufactured 
therewith beforehand, prove to the satLS&ction of the Government 
that he is able to properly manufacture such explosives equal to a 
good quality of the same article, .... and until this condition 
is complied with the exclusive right to manufacture such materials 
and the right to trade therein shaU not exist* 

6. Lippert ceded this concession to a Company called 'The 
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South African Explonyes Oompany, Limited/ which was a French 
Company in which Hollanders had a share. He reserved the- 
aole agency for the sale. For doing nothing beyond taking orders- 
and delivering dynamite he got enormous returns. 

It was openly stated that at least one influential person in the 
Transvaal Government had substantial interests in this Company. 

7. The Company never erected the factory, and never manu- 
factured one single ounce of dynamite in tiie country; conse- 
quently the concession 'did not exist' 

8. Government never enforced the conditions. 

9. The Company imported dynamite from 1888 to 1892, and 
defrauded the Bevenue of Customs to an enormous extent. 

10. The concession permitted a charge up to £7 10s, per 
case of 50 lbs., while the price of such a case in Germany is 
2U.6d. 

11. Government exercised no supervision over the quality, and 
loud complaints were made about the dynamite, for which extor- 
tionate charges were being made. 

12. The fraud was exposed in 1892, thus: — ^The Company 
had been importing dynamite under the name of 'Guhr Im- 
progne ' through Cape ports. The Cape Customs officials seized 
g shipment and demanded duty on it as dynamite. Expert 
inquiry demonstrated that it was dynamite, and duty had to be 
paid. 

This led to a storm in the Transvaal, and an inquiry in 
Pretoria demonstrated that the Company had all along been 
importing dynamite — they had never manufactured it. The 
President's hand was forced, and in the Yolksraad he declared that 
the country had been defrauded. The concession was cancelled. 
I say it never had any force. (See Clause 5.) 

18. The Company should have been sued for the amount of 
the Customs duty for four years. This was never done. 

14. One of the incidents was that the French Company 
fonned by Lippert was, while importing dynamite as described^ 
enjoying benefits denied to English manufacturers, notwithstand* 
ing the Convention. 
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16. The English and German repreientatiyes had made rtrmig 
Tepresentationa about this. It was said that the President wm 
moved to oanoel the oonoession: first, beoause he feared bemg 
-charge with breach of treaty obligations ; and, second, the fraud 
was too palpable and too widely known to be maintained any longer. 

16. The concessionaires demanded arbitration; the Govem* 
ment should have refused this, but agreed, and appointed as iia 
•own arbitrator a man in whom the public had no confidence. 

17. The claim for arbitration was an impudent device to frighten 
legislators into the belief that the country might have to pay 
heavy damages, and to form a basis of ' settlement.' It can be 
ahown that the concessionaires about this time admitted, in 
writing, that they had ' no hope of indemnity from the Transvaal 
Oovemment' (See letter from the French Company to tlie 
French Government, published in the Press.) In 1898 die 
•country was amazed by the Yolksraad granting to the Gh>veni- 
ment the monopoly for the trade in dynamite and all otb^ 
explosives, with the right to appoint an * agent ' to exploit die 
monopoly. This monopoly — worse than the old one — ^was granted 
to L. Yorstman, who was beyond question the agent of the old 
Company, and Mr. Lippert secured the same rights under the new 
monopoly as he had under the old. 

During the course of one of the debates Mr. Tosen, a member 
•of the Raad, declared himself in opposition to the wishes of tbe 
monopolists. The next day he voted in their &vour, announcing 
that the Lord had appeared to him the previous night and shown 
him the right path. He omitted to mention that Mr. Lippert had 
visited him that night. 

18. There is absolutely no doubt that this new monopoly was 
devised between Mr. Lippert and the Government, and corre- 
spondence between the French Government, the French Consul at 
Pretoria, and the old French Company — ^published in the Press 
newspaper in Pretoria — shows that at the time the President ' 
Tnaking a great show of anger against the concessionaires he ' 
negotiating with them to restore them to their old position. The 
correspondence shows that the parties were exercised as to a 

140 



UTTLANDBBS IN THE TRANSVAAL. 

of aeonring the monopoly while appearing to obaenre- 
fcvreign treatiee. The so-oalled * Gk>yemment Monopoly/ with the 
agemqr proyiaion, was the scheme hit upon. When it was carried 
through the pretended chum for damages was quietly dropped. 
It had aenred its purpose. 

19. By dint of hard fighting the mining industry got the 
right resenred to import dynamite under permits to be granted by 
the Govenmiant. This looks fair enough, but it turned out 
imaatisfaotory. Firsts the utmost difficulties were placed in the 
way of granting permits ; second, the importer had to pay 7^ per 
osnt. ad valorem duty and S\d. a pound. The concessionaire paid 
no duty. The Gbvemment got on all dynamite imported through 
die oonoesaionaire 5«. a case, and 20 per cent, of the net profits — 
tffter large deductions for diyidends on the Company's capital. 

On all dynamite imported by others the duty amounted to- 
S7t. 6dL a case. This shows what a mockery the provision was. 
The action of the Gh>yemment in diverting from the Treasury the 
enormous amount of duty, and permitting speculators to pocket 
the profits instead, is plain and significant. The mining industry 
very properly said that if it were just that they should pay such 
extortionate prices for dynamite, the Treasury, and not foreign 
harpies, ahoidd get the money, as in that case other taxation could 
be reduced. 

20. The mining industry always complained that the Gbvem- 
iBflnt^ in permitting the old concessionaires to charge £7 10«. a 
caae^ had given them into the hands of extortioners. The latter 
admitted this, because they did not dare to charge more than £5 
a case latterly ; and the new monopoly fixes the price at 95«. for 
dynamite and 107«. %d. for blasting gelatine. The companies could 
import for 40«. a case if left unrestricted. 

21. Angered at the dishonest imposition on them, the com» 
paniea entered into two years' contracts with Nobel's Dynamite* 
Troat^ the result of which was that they secured dynamite at 85«. 
aeaae, Nobek paying 37«. M. duty to the Government, and the 
oompaniea, while aaving 10«. a caae, forced the duty into the 
Treasury; and the contractors undertook, if the monopolists- 
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lowered the price, to supply down to 40«. a case plus duty. This 
•demonstrated that dynamite could be sold at a profit of 40«. 

Strange Gbyemment, that had to be forced by citizena to 
accept revenue. Such action is not common. 

22. Lippert thereupon announced that he would sell at 75«., 
ihe lowest price for which Nobels were bound to deliyer being 
77«. 6d. Lippert hoped to secure the whole trade, as the com- 
panies were not bound to buy from NobeL The facts are instmo- 
tive as to the fairness of the price, and also as to the action of a 
'Government which could act thus. 

23. One illustration of the effect of this may be permitted. 
The Jumpers Oompany up to 1893, having spent an enormous 
amount of money in machinery, &c., had extracted in five yean 
gold valued at £452,000. All that the shareholders got out of 
that was £22,000. At the meeting held in 1893 the chairman 
announced that they were not in a position to pay a dividend. 
His analysis of working out showed that if the dynamite 
monopoly had not existed, they could have paid 3^ per cent, iar 
that year. 

24. When the companies made the above-mentioned contracts 
with Nobels, President Eruger became furious, said they were 
traitors, declared he would not have his will thwarted, and 
threatened that when the Yolksraad met again he would take 
•effectual measures to put a stop to it. The &ct is that the Govern- 
ment had, when the swindle was being concocted, got the Yolks- 
Taad to commit to it the power to determine at what amount not 
exceeding 9d. per pound the import duty on dynamite should be 
fixed. Under this grossly unconstitutional authority the QoYemr 
ment fixed it at S^d., plus the 7^ per cent, ad valorem duty im- 
posed on all goods. The conspirators had clearly thought this 
outrageous impost would have the effect of killing all opposition 
to the monopolist trade, while leaving the Government free to 
say, in answer to any remonstrances on treaty grounds, that the 
law did not allow importations by any one. The President raged 
because the companies had found a means, under his own km^ci 
getting dynamite at a slightly lower price for themselves, while 
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«ttheaaiiietime8eciirmgtothepubUotrea8iiry37«. &/. aoase^ For 
this they were oalled oontmnaoioaa. Oan anything more iniquitous 
be imagined P 

The President had, by the most spedoos arguments on the 
necessity of being independent of foreigners — ^which means the 
T^gHA — for mnnitions of war, seoored this rascally and 
buidensome impost on dynamite which was used purely as an 
industrial commodity, and yet he was in a rage because they 
were, under his own law, able for a short time to defeat the 
monopolists and benefit the country, without in any way 
interfering with * munitions of war/ Is it necessary to further 
deaumstrate the hoUowness, the trickery, and the insincerity 
which characterised the whole of this nefarious business P There 
was no honesty in it. But the godly old Boer did not hesitate 
to stigmatise the companies who were protecting their rights, 
within the law, and benefiting the revenue, as bodies who were 
-opposed to the independence of the country, who did not want 
factories in the country, and who wished to favour English 
trade. 

Let the truth of these statements be tested by the &ct, which 
IS on record, that the Chamber of Mines offered to erect a 
-dynamite &ctory within two and a half years, to take over the 
powder factory, to submit to joint control with the Government of 
1)oth &ctories, and to pay to the Gbverment 5s. for every case of 
dynamite manufactured and fi/tt/ per cent, of the profits ; or to 
lend the money required for the erection of the factory at a rate 
<if interest not exceeding five per cent., details of joint control 
to be agreed on. The Gbvemment did not even acknowledge 
the offer. 

Moreover, representatives of the German and English manu- 
iactaxeaPB offered to erect a factory without any concession and to 
lodge £100,000 cash in a bank as security for their undertaking. 
This too was disregarded. 

If the President had been single-minded about the factory, 
why did he not insist on the old concessionaire erecting itP 
What was he about between 1887 and 1892 P How is it that 
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the preflent monopoUBts have aeenred an extonaon of time withm 
wliioh to oomplete the ihotory P If the fnotoiy wore so essential 
to the interests of the borghers, how is it that in 1897, ten year^ 
after disoovery of a great eoonomio prinoipley there is no factory 
oomplete P — ^the paUic in the meantime being simply robbed. 

How does the Gbyemment justify further dealings with people 
who were alleged to have defended the country ; and why were- 
those people not sued for the Oustoms' duties which should ha^e- 
been paid on imports between 1888 and 1892 P Why has Mr. 
Wolmarans never taken up the challenge to deny that he was- 
getting a royalty of 2«. a case P 

And now what has happened P The Gh>yemment still has to 
import its ammunition. The monopolists are still importing, free 
of duty, dynamite which can be purchased at 21«. 6d. in Germany, 
and selling at 85«. 

The German manufacturers have amalgamated with the old 
concessionaires, and even the slight benefit which came from 
their competition is destroyed. If any further proof be required 
of the fact that the old concessionaires got the monopoly back 
again, here it is: — ^The monopoly is now held by a Company 
with a capital of £460,000, of which £182,600 in £1 shaiea 
were allotted to the old concessionaire Company ; 25,000 shaiea 
were allotted to Mr. lippert; 22,500 shares to 'unnamed' 
persons in Pretoria; and 220,000 shares to Nobels, who paid 
up £220,000 as working capital for the Company. Further^ 
Mr. Lippert had reserved to him as agency fees for fifteen years^ 
6«. per case. Messrs. Lewis & Marks, of Pretoria, got 2$. a oase^ 
for fifteen years ; and Mr. Lippert got an additional 2$. a case for 
three years. And, to crown sdl, the Government advances out of 
the revenue furnished by the Uitlanders half a million of money 
annually to the monopolist, wherewith to exploit the monopoly^ 
which is draining their life-blood. 
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[Copy.] 
JoHAVNBSBUBo, ISiA January^ 1895. 

MEMORANDUM 

Be Uhdbbminino Bxohts, tthbbii VAKioirs rbsbrybb 

PULGB8 AS BSWAARPLAATSSN (d<P0SITIKO Sim), 

Watxb Bights and Stanm. 

TJimsR the Gold Law, the mining under these reserved 
^yhoes cm prochiimed goldfields was prohibited, and pegging 
<M was not allowed up to the year 1891 oyer them. A certain 
number of the Gh>ld Mining Oompanies, whose area was either 
insufficient for the purpose or whose mill was distant from their 
^daimSy had obtained from the Government the right to deposit 
their tailings upon the surface of rather extended pieces of 
ground, mostly some distance away from their mining claims, and 
paid for these rights a small fee of 2«. 6d. per month per daim, 
instead of 15«. and £1 per month per claim, paid for mining 
rights. These Bewaarplaatsen were registered as such on the 
distinct understanding that no mining was allowed on them or 
under them. They were thus accounted of no value as mining 
properties, nor was there ever any mention made of them as being 
valuable other than as depositing sites in any Company's report to 
their shareholders or in any oi^er way. Before the permission 
to deposit tailings on such sites by the Government became 
generally known, a few Companies had deposited them on areas 
which they had pegged out as mining claims under the reduced 
rates as prospectors' claims at 58. The Mining Commissioners 
were then instructed to inform the Companies that they must 
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either pay on these claims the proper digger's license at lbs., or 
take them out under the regulation of Bewau-plaatsen at the reduoed 
rates of 2«. 6rf. ; with scarcely a single exception the Oompanies 
abandoned the claims as mining claims, and accepted them as 
depositing sites, making of their own will this selection, and 
clearly demonstrating thereby that they claimed only sur&ce and 
no mineral rights. I deal with this point explicitly because much 
has been made of the statement that the Gbvemment by 
regulations forced the mining companies to give up their 
mineral rights in exchange for surface rights, and that the then 
Mining Conmiissioner, Mr. Jan Eloff, had promised them that 
they would always have the preference for mineral rights. 
Against this statement on oath of a man whom the High Ckrari 
has several times already declined to belieye on oath, I haYO 
absolute documentary evidence, quite independent and incon- 
trovertible, and originating from the Companies themselves that 
the case is actually as already described by me, and that Mr. 
ElofTs statement is entirely an afterthought by a man, whose 
relations to some of the movers on the part of tibie mines is too 
well known. 

It is well known besides that at the time when those claims 
were exchanged for Bewaarplaatsen, absolutely no mineral value 
was attached to them, the ground by which they were surroimded, 
and even much nearer to the outcrop than most of these, being 
considered of no value. The Jumpers Bewaarplaatsen are about 
1720 ft, continued from the outcrop of the Crown Beefs. The 
disproportion of the Bewaarplaatsen to the mining areas of the 
individual mines is glaringly apparent ; for instance, the Jumpers 
held 39 mining claims and 61 Bewaarplaatsen claims ; the Henry 
Nourse 34 of the first and 59 of the second ; the Tribute three 
mining claims and 39 Bewaarplaatsen claims; the Langlaate 
Royal 15 of the first and 62 of tike latter when they applied for 
them, &c. 

Is it credible that all the Companies, so long after they had 
become aware of the Deep Levels, should never have made 
mention of the enormous mining values they held in the 
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Befwaarplaatsen ; and had there been any truth in the statement 
that they had been assured of their pref erent right to them, or if 
at that time they even belieyed they had such a right P As a 
matter of &ct» only one or two Companies did exchange their 
mining claims to Bewaaiplaatsen, most having taken out the 
latter straight away, while on the other hand there is at least one 
Company that declined to make that change, but preferred to 
pay full licenses and retain the mineral rights. This one case 
proves anyhow that there was no compulsion on the part of the 
Government. Having disposed of this main and only point upon 
which rests the case of the mining, it will not be necessary to take 
into account the only other arguments brought forward, that the 
mines by their work have proved the mining value of these areas 
and have therefore a pref erent right (this argument applies equally 
to all Eckstein's Deep Levels), and that if the companies do not 
obtain the mineral rights they would be subject to blackmail, and 
the surface rights guaranteed to them would be subject to damage 
and to infringement. 

The further counts were these : — ^In January, 1892, 1 conceived 
the idea that these Bewaarplaatsen water rights and other reserved 
places covered great wealth, and I wrote to the Government 
pointing out that great revenue and increased mining activity 
would result if the Government granted me the mining rights, for 
a great many of which I made formal application. I then pointed 
out to the Government that the companies had never even asked 
for the mineral rights, that the whole spirit of the Gold Law was 
against any pref erent right except to the first applicant, and that 
in ordinary cases I had to go to the Mining Commissioner, and, 
having first obtained licenses, would be the first to pay, but as 
pegging was prohibited by law, I came with my application to the 
Oovemment and claimed my right as first applicant. 

The Government was willing to support me, but found that 
they could not do so under the existing law. I suggested an 
ctteration oftiie law, and teas requested to propose an amendment of 
the Gold Law, which I did, and my amendment was literaUy adopted 
by the Chvemment and ratified by the VoUcsraad in August, 1892. 
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At the various Btagm through which the matter passed, my tg^Keatkm 
ftas ahoays formally repeated; but in the meantime it hid beoome 
publio, and applioationa for undergroond mining rights ponred in 
from all sides, also from the mining oompaniesy who then MI7 
woke up to the enonnona valne of tfaeae neglected areas npon 
which they had been alequng up to then, and from that moment 
up to now tiie agitation between the first i^lioants and tlie 
mining companies has never ceased. 

The GoTwnment always remained firm in &your of the first 
applicants, whilst in the Ydksraad opinion warered very muiAf 
and one year the first ai^licants, the next the mines^ had the 
advantage. In 1893 there was a draw, and the consideration of 
the matter (Article 21 of the Qold Law) was suspended for 
one year. 

In 1894, when I was obliged to leave suddenly for Europe 
during the Yolksraad Session, the mines, by an exorbitant ex- 
penditure and by strained agitation, obtained a victory by two 
votes ; but when they wanted to drive their victory home and get 
the regulations passed which had been drawn in a hurry, and 
which would have settled the matter once and for all, the 
Yolksraad declined to do so, the OovemmenU and the Presidmit 
having emphatically declared themselves against giving the mines amy 
preference over the applicant^ and maintaining the rights of the 
first appUcants in the order of their applications. 

Had I been in the Transvaal the result woidd have been a very 
different one. 

Now to the present position. Since I returned from Europe I 
have ascertained that the Government and the supporters of the 
President are still of the same mind, and there is a strong seotioQ 
tihat think the Oovemment should keep the mining rights as an 
important asset of its own, on the foundation of which their 
finance would be absolutely secured for the future ; the railwayB 
would be redeemed, Delagoa Bay secured, &c. 

As yet the President holds out against this action, which is 
partly supported by the Progressive party (such as Esselen, 
Oelliers, and others), but he is determined not to further increase 
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tt$ power and influence nf ike mining eompanies, in wham he, qf 
eonree, eeee hie poUHeal e p penenie, and u^em he doee not want to earr^ 
eneh a meaeure agamet him in the VoOteraad. Bather, therefoie, 
than give it to them, he would give it to those who claim the 
mining rights lor the State, and thero ia not a Boer in the 
YoDcaraad who dare refuse assent to such an appeal, if it were 
cmly for fear of being charged with bribery. 

Haring ascertained this situation, I set myself to work to 
oomfaine the various interests of the first applicants, and I have 
succeeded to make an agreement by whidi I have obtained the 
absolate sole control of these rights, free to deal with them within 
certain limits. These aj^licants are bound to me in a proper 
notarial agreement drawn by Mr. HulL Their applications cover 
the whoh ground, and are registered in the State Mining Department 
at the firet tippKeante, and are all men wielding great influence among 
the Boere. 

Before joining me their representative was requested by Mr. 
Lionel Phillips to call upon him to discuss the purchase of their 
claims to these rights (always, of course, exclusive of my prior 
dams). The meeting resulted in nothing. £70,000 was asked, 
which Mr. Phillips absolutely pooh-poohed. Thereupon being by 
me enlightened as to the value of their applications, the agreement 
was concluded, and a letter written to Mr. Phillips withdrawing 
lill otSers, and intimatiug that I have the matter in hand 

I propose a compromise to be entered into by the repre- 
sentatives of the Companies whose Bewaarplaatsen are in question 
and me as representative of the applicants — ^no secret compact but 
an open and honourable compromise by two claimants to property 
in dispute, namely, the applicants to have one-quarter interest, the 
mining companies to have three-quarters interest in those rights. 
Thus the mining companies would secure to themselves a free gift 
of several millions sterling without eapenditure of money in a aomC" 
what dangerous wag, without severe friction with the Chvemment and 
a powerful section of the Boers, and would avoid the danger, which 
they themselves recognise as such, of altogether losing these rights, be 
U to the applicants, be it to the State. 
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It is not intended by me to oompromiae for numey, bat £or an 
interest for many and obyioQfl reasons ; bat the interest will be 
easily converted into money by the Companies or by any one 
desiring to do so, seemg tie elaas of applicants, always in need ^ 
money , and seeing that the indiyidoal applicants will each have 
only a small fraction of an interest in each individual Bewaar- 
plaatsen ; thus, apart from my own considerable interest^ most of 
the others can be easily dealt with. 

So far I have only dealt witii the claims by the applicants to 
the mining rights ander Bewaaiplaatsen ; as yon are aware they 
also daim the rights under machine stands and under water rights»^ 
With regard to the former, the Qoveinment proposed to give the. 
rights to the mines ; with regard to the latter, the Gfovemment 
will give the right to the mines for the area actually under tke 
water and 100 ft all round, but no more, the rest of the rights 
going to the applicants. 

However, I am convinced that if the compromise with regard 
to the Bewaarplaatsen is agreed to, the applicants would be 
induced to withdraw from water rights. 

If the compromise be agreed to, the manner of getting U ratified by, 
the Government must be 1^ to my judgment. 

(Signed) ED. LIPPERT. 

I have omitted to state that all aj^licants guaranteed to 
respect all surface rights of the license-holders and offered 
guarantees to the Gbvemment for any damage by undermining. 

E.L. 

NoTB. — ^The italics are mine. — 0. L. 
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[SlAMPBD.] 

TRANSLATION. 

Bx it hereby made known that on this the 17th day of 
Beoember, 18929 before Francois Frederick Zbilbr, of Pretoria, 
in the South African Bepublic, Notary Public, by lawful authority 
duly sworn and admitted, and in the presence of the undersigned 
witnesses appeared, Gbrrit Fbrstbobbn and John Sbrropir 
Parxxs, acting for themselyes and for their Syndicate, hereafter 
to be called the first appearers, and Solomon Qillinoham, acting 
for himself and his Syndicate, hereafter to be called the second 
appearer, who declared to have agreed as follows : — 

Whereas the appearers and their respective Syndicates 
have made application to the Gfovemment under Article 1 of 
Law No. 18 of 1892, for the underground mining rights 
of the respective areas, as set forth in the hereunto annexed 
Schedule; 

And Whereas it is desirable in mutual interest that the said 
parties should not work against each other in the obtaining of 
any of the said areas or rights, now therefore the parties have 
agreed to work in this matter for their mutual interest, that is to 
lay, that all or any of the said applications in whatever name 
made and granted shall be the property of the parties jointiy, 
namely, that each take a half share therein, and any costs, not 
law costs, incurred by one or other party shall be paid by whom 
it has been incurred without recourse upon the other party and 
without its being deducted from the clear half. 

It is further agreed that the contract made and entered into 
between John S. Parkes, O. Ferstegen, and Solomon GKUingham, 
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dated 12th Deoembery 1892, in regard to Sohweitser's Townalup^ 
18 hereby cancelled and annulled. It is further specially agreed 
that in case any action at law has to be institated the parties shall 
mutually decide in regard thereto when the cost of such process 
shall be paid in proportion, that is to say each syndicate a half. 
It shall however be free to each parfy to join in any such process 
to proceed therewith at its own risk, and the profits obtained from 
any such action (except compromises or judgments by consent) 
shall be the exduedye property of the party by whom the actum 
has been carried on. The waiyer of the right to share in any 
such action shall be committed to writing before sudh action is 
instituted. 

This done at Pretoria on the day, month, and year afereeaid, 
in the presence of the undersigned witnesses. 

As Witnesses, (8(L) P. tan Bt. (8d.) G. Fustbobv. 

„ D. Lbtham. „ JoHH S. Pabkes. 

„ S. GhLLINOHAM. 

(8d.) Fbakoois F. Zbilbb, 

Notofy PubKe. 

Seen and approred. (8d.) J. S. Skit. 

„ 0. E. SCHTITTB. 
„ H. J. SCHOSMAN. 

A true copy of the original this day exhibited to me, Johan- 
nesburg, 11th June, 1886. 

(Signed) W. Van Hulstbtn, 

Notary PubKc 

Schedule of the second appearer : 

1. Application for the underground mining rights on or undev 
Sdhweit^r's Township, made by J. 8. 8mU, C. B. Sckuite, and 
H. J. Schoeman. 

2. Sheba, Birthday, Wemmer, Ferreira, Ohimes, Gk^Menhnisg 
New Salisbury, City and Suburban, by J*. 5. 8mit andF.A. Chobler. 

Schedule of the first appearers referred to in the foregoing 
notarial deed : 

H. Buakes q. q. H. Donaldson ... Ingramsburg. 
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H. BoflkiM q. q. A. B. Ghanoie 
Do. 

Do. q. q. G. F. Parkes 



Do. q. q. G. 8. Parkes 



Do. q. q. A. F. Henderson 



Do. q. q. W. 0. E. Erasmus 



Do. q. q. G. Ferstegen 
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T. Diggelen's Township. 
Meyer & Oharlton and 

Besuidenville. 
Water right and bewaar- 
plaatsen, Henry Nonrse 
G. M. C, Jubilee, 
Bojal, Meyer & Oharl- 
ton. Jumpers, Salis- 
bu^, Wolhuter, Wol- 
ingly G. M., and New 
Grahamstown. 
Water rightand bewaarpL, 
Pioneer G. M. C, Crown 
Beef G. M. C, Height 
and Pritohard, Walter 
and Plantage, Wor- 
cester, Ferreira, Height 
and Pritohard, Bosman 
Water right, Free Mint 
G. M. 0. 
Schweitzer Township 
water rights, bewaarpL, 
and machine stands. 
The Simmer & Jack G. M. 
C.,GeldenhuisG.M.O., 
George Goch, Amalg. 
Oornet Main Beef 
G. M. 0., for water right 
of 14 claims, water right 
Geldenhuis Stanhope G. 
M.C. (2),(1). 
Northern portion of stands 
Boksburg, Prospect 
Township Station site, 
Boksburg Beserve 
Ground, Yogelfontein. 
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H. Buakes q. q. J. D. WeUbaeh... Water rightfl, bewaaxpL, 

machme staiida^ Nigel 
Extension G. M. 0., 
MaraiB Beef G. M. 0., 
Modderf ontein G. M. 0^ 
Bietf ontein East G.M.a 

G. Ferstegen Townlands, Pretoria. 

I declare under oath that the aboye is a trae copy and state- 
ment of all applications made by yis. 

Sworn before me at Pretoria this 27th April, 1894. 

(Signed) 0. E. SCHUTTE, 
LanddnmL 
Pretoria» 

24^A December, 1892, 

(Signed) JNO. S. PAKEES. 
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APPENDIX L 

EXTRACT 
From the ^Standard and Diggers^ News/ 

AOOUST 22ND, 1 892. 

JOHANNESBURG'S AGITATION. 

AN AMPHITHEATRE ASSBMBLT4 

A PBOGBAMME SUBMITTEI). 

THOUaAin)S APPBOYE IT. 

•GIVE ITS OUE MOHTO/ 

STIEBINa SPEECHES. 

NIGHT OF THE BIBTH OF FBEEDOIL 

THE LEONAEDS BUB IT IN. 

*WHAT THE WBETOHED DABE.' 

AN mSTOBIOAL MEETING. 

TT is from saoh a gathering as the Amphitheatre held witiun 
^ its dq^wciooB walls on Saturday night, that the ^e and 
numbers of the Johannesburg of to-day can be grasped. A 
truly soul-inspiring scene! Commodious as the ColosseQm«>like 
sfaroiQtnre is, it was packed to its uttermost dimensions with an 
audience of all that is enlightened, influential, and respectable in 
fhe town. The words ' mass meeting ' conjure up vague thoughts 
of indelicacies ; yet there was nothing approaching aggressiyeness 
in the manner in which this huge assembly last Saturday gaye 
vent to its grievances and its cry for political redress. Mass 
meetings in other climes may take pattern of Johannesburg in 
propriety and dignity of demeanour, even of that 'sensation* 
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yeaming' public wbioh is in part made up of what Pretoria 
politicians scurrilously characterise as the lowest stratom of a 
passionate and impulsiye society. There was a saupfon of sus- 
pense and pent-up excitement accompanying this ready response 
to the recently sounded reveiUe. During the week speculation 
had been rife as to the nature of the promised * programme,' there 
was a tinge of mystery surrounding it ; Mr. Jan Meyer was to be 
dished up as an enMe in the political bill of fare, and Mr. 
Leonard, Q.O., was to be served up with the ' sweets ' I There- 
fore long before the appointed hour the vast auditorium was fully 
filled, and as each prominent Pleader for the People appeared, 
the greeting accorded him was such as the Leader of a Party 
might obtain at the hands of his followers. The scene, as viewed 
from the proscenium, was extremely impreesiye and imposing. 
It had something about it of the great theatres of Ancient Ghreeoe, 
and one's thoughts unconsciously turned to Modem Spain with 
its Alhambras and — bullfights. There was Toreador Tudhope 
and his henchmen intent on morally vanquishing the Boer BulL 
They would presently rush into the Political Arena and grapple 
with the stubborn animal, and all the weapons they would use 
would be the justifiable protest of Intelligence and Enlighten- 
ment I A picture that would have been metaphorically complete 
save for the bull, serenely slumbering the sleep of the satisfied, 
miles away at Pretoria, and for the absence of a bnght-hued 
costumed bevy of beauty in the boxes, to smile approvingly upon 
the politically disabled matadors. Surrounding the Chair were to 
be j!oimd as carefully chosen and representative a gathering of 
Johannesburg's Uitlander population as could be desired. They 
offered as irrefutable a proof of the unanimity of their clamour as 
the most jaundiced giber could demand. Every interest had sent 
a delegate, and the Committee of the newly formed National 
Union embodies essentially fit and proper representatives of 
Johannesburg's intelligence. Amongst those accommodated with 
seats on the stage were Messrs. John Tudhope (Chair), James 
. ^ay, W. H. Bogers, Carl Jeppe, E. Hancock, E. P. Solomon, 
H. Solomon, W. P. Eraser, H. Adler, H. Langermann, E. H. 
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Dmimgy A. H. Beid, H. A. Beid, J. Jeppe, jun. The Law was 
represented by Meesn. J. W. Leonard, Q.O., J. O. Auret, C. 
Leonard, and F. 0. Bunat; Commerce by Messrs. C. Maloomess, 
and D. Holt; and the Cloth by the Bey. D. W. Drew. The 
'workeirB and producers' of the land were in full force beyond; as 
indeed was aff Johannesburg in that assembly of 3000 men. 

The proceedings were commenced at 8.15, when Mr. Tadhope, 
with the cool, calm, collected complacency of an old Parliamentary 
hand, opened the meeting in a succinct speech. The majority of 
the speakers who followed were becomingly nervous, a sensation 
which was not surprising, as in all probability none of them, save 
Mr. J. W. Leonard, Q.C., had ever addressed so large, so in- 
fluential, and so eager a gathering in their lives before ; and in 
these circumstances the seriousness of the situation had the effect 
<Mi the speakers referred to. We have excluded Mr. J. W. 
Leonard, in that that gentleman was a prominent speaker on the 
oocagiom of the huge meeting in Capetown some years ago, when 
the Empire League was formed, to counteract the then rabid 
Afrikander Bond, which has, however, since toned down, and 
developed into a uyraful and respected body. 

Stating the Casb. 

. The Chairman (Mr. John Tudhope) who on rising was greeted 
with loud applause, said : Citizens of Johannesburg, this meeting 
has been called, as you are all aware, in consequence of a meeting 
held last Saturday night here, when it was thought desirable 
that a further meeting should be held, at which meeting the 
people of Johannesburg should have an opportunity of expressing 
their views upon some of the most important questions of the day. 
(Hear, hear.) At that meeting several speeches were made, 
indicating what might be expected at the next meeting, and we 
have endeavoured, as much as possible, to shadow forth what 
would be the duties of the Committee nominated to work in the 
interval The Committee thought a distinct programme should 
be given out before the night of the meeting. A number of 
programmes have been distributed amongst the audience to*night, 

159 



POUnOAL SITUATION IN B0X7TH AFBIOA. 

fnmi wluoh you will see W6 have not ben idla in Hke mefan \ 
(Applause.) Before I proceed with any obaenratioaa I would like 
to make one or two remarkB regarding tibia mdeting, «&d will finft 
ask you to be as orderly as possible, and uphold the decisions al 
the chair. (Hear, hear.) But I do so not because I think tlMre 
will be any disorder in this meeting. Judging from the pBO^ 
oeedings of last Saturday night — I never attended a Aiore 
orderly meeting— there was no danger in this direction, and I 
trust the meeting will be equally orderly here to-night We 
intend to be moderate ; we intend to be firm. In all We do we 
shall appeal only to law and order, and our demands aie so 
reasonable, and our programme such a oompiehensiTB one**^ 
excludes no parties — ^that I beUeye it will be accepted by tbs 
public of Johannesburg and the GoTenunent of Pretoria^ (Ap- 
plause.) I think the originatovs of this nunrement ean elaim they 
have correctly gauged the feelings of the public of JohaunMburg, 
when I look around and see this magnificent meeting. SlJllt tibey 
have only put into shape what has been in the hearts of men lor 
months past. The subject of our grievanoes, the grievanesa ef 
the apparently new population of Johannesburg, has besft in tile 
mouths of men wherever men have congregated together, and we 
have asked you here to-night to give that private ezpressioin 
public voice. I have been asked what occasion diere i% what 
exigency there was ior calling this meeting ; idbiedier Uiiie was 
any special event that led up to it. I have rq)lied, not only by 
a special event, but a great many of them. First of all, as iMft- 
tioned last Saturday night, we have the attitude oi the Voiksieed 
towards the people of Johannesburg. I shall only enumeaite a 
few of these things in order to justify the proceedings here to- 
night First, we have the attitude of the Yolksraad towards tbe 
mining industry in the matter of the dynamite question. (Ap- 
plause.) Another matter was the neglect of our reasomble 
representations for a licensing Act, to be able to reg^ulate the drink 
traffic with natives. They objected to have the licensing powers 
removed from a controlling power at Pretoria to use in Johannes- 
burg. Then there was the deputation when our representatives 
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irere treated with acom. (Ghroans.) Then tbe most important 
•question — ^We asked that a Court of Justioe might be estaUiahed 
here ; thia was also refused. On another sabjeot a resolution was 
taken with regard to our local self-goyemment, and I suppose 
that was the last straw that broke the proyerbial camel's back 
The reply to this was that we woidd have to be satisfied with the 
general Municipal Act, which applies to the whole country. 
Another resolution was passed recently, by which a large number 
of fhe inhabitants were deprived of their votes. By the present 
iresolution of the Yolksraad only burghers of ten years' standing 
win be allowed to vote for the highest office in the land, that of 
President. Such are the sins of commission. We come now 
to the 

Bins of Omission. 

First of these stands the neglect of education, and this point 
will be appreciated by all worUng men, because you have to pay 
a heavy tax and get hardly any return for it. (Applause.) We 
are not sufficiently protected by the police. How otherwise could 
it be possible that a murder could be committed on a bright moon- 
light night in one of the busiest thoroughfares of Johannesburg, 
ioid the murderer escape detection? Then look at the mines! 
What protection have the miners against accident and disaster P 
But it is not necessary for me to go further into this question. I 
^iink we are amply justified in calling you together to give voice 
to your many grievances. Now, gentlemen, I have only one or 
two remarks more to make before calling on the next speaker. I 
liave looked through the newspapers of this town to find out how 
they supported this movement, and I think I have the right to 
^expect that the Press would take the matter up warmly and 
heartily. Have they done so P (Voices * No,' and groans.) The 
Star has certainly shone its brightest light upon the situation, has 
taken the side of the people, and has written strongly in order to 
clearly set before us the needs of the people. As to the other 
papers, there is one — (A voice, * The Critic ') — the Critic ; yes. I 
have been very much pleased with the attitude displayed by the 
gentleman who conducts that paper, and I think that, if he would 
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drop a few of Ids oategorical ' Tb,* and adopt a few more editorial 
'weX' ^e paper would become a power in this place. Wifli 
regard to the other papers^ the Transvaal Mining Argua, it seema 
to me that that paper has been drawing the Gk>y emment stop to 
the fullest eztent, and is blinded entirely in all its hundred ejea 
as to the popular moyement Then the Standard and Diggen^ 
New9 — (groans) — a paper of which I had certainly hoped better 
things — ^welly on the Monday after last Saturday night's meetings 
it had a yery sensible article ; but since then the paper had bean 
see-saw^gy so that nobody knows on which side of the beam it is. 
(Applause and laughter.) He would only read a few extraota 
from a recent article in that paper. Here is what the gentleman 
who does the duties of the editor of the Standard and Digger^ 
NewB suggests with regard to the remedies of our grieyanoes : — 
' Our rulers are eyidently persuaded still that their franchise 
measures are &irly liberal in the whole circumstances of 
the country and its people, and that the day is approaching 
swiftly enough when, by the ordinary course of things, th» 
expiry of the ten years' term of probation, and the adyent 
upon the scene of a rising generation of ''IJitlander 
burghers,'' youths bom on the spot — (loud and lon^ 
laughter) — ^the great change will come about, and the 
New Bq[mblic will be established on its broader basis.' 
Gentlemen, will any of you tell us what this way out of the 
difficulty means P It means that we haye to wait sixteen years 
for those who can exercise the yote. The article continues : — 
' Is it unnatural that the fathers of the land should think so P 
They haye toiled and sweated for their country.' 
They might haye sweated a little more. (Laughter.) 

* And are naturally slow to diyest themselyes of their rights,. 

titles, and exdusiye priyileges.' 
Is that the intention of this meeting P Do we wish to depriye^ 
any man of his rights, or preyent any single indiyidual from 
expressing his rights P No, gentlemen, those who haye ' toiled 
and sweated' for their rights in this country certainly desenre 
eyerjrthing they haye got, and it is not our desire to abridge their 
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rights hj one iota. (Applause.) Then we are lectured by this 
paper upon the outside question. 

* That is an aspect of the question which Johannesburg does 

not sufficiently appreciate. It imagines it is the Transvaal^ 

and forgets there is a world beyond it beside which it is 

ahnost insignificant in area and in numbers, though not in 

revenue-yielding capacity. What Johannesburg has got 

to do is to try to look at the Transvaal from a Transvaal 

point of view. When it shows a disposition to do that, 

it should not be difficult to establish a new and better 

understanding between Pretoria and Johannesburg on all 

and sundry matters, whether of municipal or political 

comment.' 

But the one thing for which I am thankful to this paper for 

is ihat it has given us an extract from a Pretoria paper, an article 

which is headed 'Gone astray.' Gentlemen, one would think 

that the gentleman who wrote that article had ' gone astray ' 

liimsftlf, (Laughter.) I shall only read a few extracts from 

this precious article, and would advise gentlemen of a literary 

turn of mind to cut this production out and paste it in their 

^ scrap book.' 

'We are amazed at the proceedings of this meeting, and the 
astonishing part taken therein by some so-called influential 
citizens of the town. It has been evidenced more than 
once during the still short existence of the Golden Oity 
that in a town like Johannesburg, where all sorts and 
conditions of men are gathered from every quarter of the 
globe, the lowest stratum of society is of a passionate 
and impulsive character, and but little fit to govern itself 
or others.' 
This from Pretoria! This from the men to whom we are 
indebted for the loss of numbers of valuable stands in Johannes- 
burg! This from the men with whom the Stand Scandal 
originated. I say * Scandal/ for it is nothing less. And they are 
lecturing us, who, by their mismanagement, have filched from us 
oar stands, and disposed of them privately at Pretoria I (A voice 
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— ' Gbyemment can do no wrong I ') These are the honeit people 
who took £100,000 of the publio money to spend upon the streets 
of Pretoria And who supplied the money P (A voice^'We 
did.') YeSy you did. Here the article goes on to say, and I haye 
read this part over and oyer again : — 

' But that men of riper political experience, such, for instance^ 
as Mr. Tudhope (a past Oolonial Minister), should oonduot 
themselves in the way they did last Saturday, has dis- 
appointed us, and strengthened our opinion that the 
Johannesburg of to-day is as little ripe for politioal 
responsibility and local self-goyemment as the Jdiannes- 
burg of a year ago.' 
I must say I cannot make out the meaning of this passage. 
Then the article goes on to say that ^they' (the people of 
Johannesburg) ' will act more intelligently by not exposing them- 
selyes to ri^cule by uttering threats against the Goyemment.' 
Who is uttering threats P Has this meeting P This is a paltry 
subterfuge to divert the attention from the point at issue. Then 
this is delightful: — 

' It is furthermore not nice of Messrs. Tudhope & Oo/ (that it 
where the * Oo.' comes in, pointing to the audience) ' to rail 
at the tactics of President Kruger and Dr. Leyds, for it is 
probable that the combined intellects of Messrs. Tud- 
hope & Co. would swim, as in a great lake, in the 
intellects of Kruger and Leyds.' 
Gentlemen, I have read this part over about sixty times, and 
have been greatly amused by it But what does it mean P If it 
is a question of appreciating the powers that be, I yield to no man 
—(applause) — ^in my admiration of the sterling qualities of 
President Eruger. I admire his honesty, his natural intelligence, 
and his statesmanship. He is a man sprung from a class which 
is honoured by me as he is honoured by them. Any one who haa 
followed his career cannot but admire the man. As to Dr. Leyds, 
I look upon him as a member of the Cabinet who, by his culture 
and knowledge of the world, stands head and shoulders above his 
colleagues. Would that the rest of the Ministry were like him. 
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But as to ' swimming in the intellects ' — ^well ^I do not like to 

keep you any longer. The programme which will be laid before 
you will show what we propose to do. It is, in a few words, to 
•dncate the people, not only the English-speaking portion, but the 
Dutch also, and by every possible means to disseminate informa- 
tion throughout the whole land. We shall try to stir up a 
political feeling among the population at large. As it was said 
during the Reform agitation in England — 'Register, Register, 
Register ! ' so would I say — ' Organize, Organize, Organize ! ' 
We do not say what we will do or what we will not do, but we 
rest our cause on its justice only, and I think that its justice will 
triumpL We shall be victorious in the end, but our victory will 
be peaceful (Loud applause.) I shall now ask Mr. Oharles 
Leonard to propose the first resolution. 

Mr. C. Leonard, who was enthusiastically received, said it was 
Tory gratifying to him to see such a body of citizens gathered 
together to show their love of freedom and justice. He proposed 
the following resolution, which he hoped would commend itself to 
Ihe meeting : — 

* That regard being had to the great influx of population into 

this State, the magnitude of their interests, the fact that 

the greater portion of the public revenue is contributed by 

them, while they have no voice in the legislation of the 

country, that many grievances and abuses call for redress, 

and that there is reason to fear that exclusion from 

political rights may develop into a source of weakness 

and danger to the State : it is desirable to form a Union 

to obtain political rights and the redress of grievances.' 

A programme, he continued, will be laid before the meeting a 

little later on. That programme was very simple. Its main 

features were to maintain the independence of the State and to 

obtain equal citizens' rights for alL (Applause.) I need hardly 

lay (said Mr. Leonard) the Committee whom last Saturday night's 

meeting did the honour to appoint intend practically to adhere to 

that programme. Nothing will move them from it. They are 

not here to oppose anybody, not to go against the laws of the 
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country. (Hear, hear.) They are here to simply aak for that 
which reason approves and right demands. With regard to a hm 
words which fell from me on a preyions occasion, I dionld like to 
say a few more. I think it is only due to me. I uttered a 
somewhat epigrammatical and possibly true expression whsn I 
described the ruling power in this country as an uninteUigent 
minority. I wish to qualify that, as I do not think it was quite 
just, and I regretted that I did not say ' uneducated ' instead of 
< uninteUigent.' (Laughter and applause.) You must not think 
I am going to back out from my colours in any respect. I think 
the natural intelligence of the Boer in this country is yery greatly 
to be respected, and Ids inability to grasp the questions of the day 
is simply owing to the circumstances imder which he has grown 
up. (Hear, hear.) It is our duty to educate him up to a know- 
ledge of these duties. (Laughter.) I have many firm friends 
amongst the Dutchmen in this coimtry. I am a South African 
bom, and my parents were bom here, and I claim to be as good a 
South African as any of them. I yield to no man in my 
admiration of the good qualities which the Dutch population 
imdoubtedly possesa The Boer is prejudiced, and has not had 
the opportunity for the wider culture which many of us haTe 
enjoyed, and we should assist him and not blackguard him too 
heartily. I have heard it stated in Pretoria that this meeting is 
froth and mere indisposition, which would be cured in a week. I 
ask the meeting to say 'Yes' or 'No' to that. (Cries of 'No.') 
I have also seen newspaper paragraphs which have dared to say 
to the intelligent population of Johannesburg that to speak out as 
men was rebellion. (Hooting.) I have also heard it said that those 
men who last Saturday night pleaded for the feeling that was in 
their hearts would hang separately some day. I aak you whether 
these people are the exponents of our opinions. (Cries of ' No.*) 
In dealing with the present state of things it is necessary to 
go back somewhat in the history of the TransvaaL Fifty years 
ago a number of people, moved by diverse considerations, no 
doubt nomadic instincts, a rooted objection to any settled form of 
Oovemment, and a terrible objection to taxation (laughter), 
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came aorofls into the TranBvaaL That objection to taxation is 
present stilL (Laughter.) They came across the river which 
now forms the boundary of an independent State ; they cleared a 
few niggers out, shot a few lions, about which they boast a great 
deal, like Lord Randolph Churchill — (laughter) — ^they obtained a 
great quantity of land for nothing ; and claim, because they were 
immigrants a few years before the Uitlanders were, that they have 
the right to rule our destinies for ever. I will say that for the 
original body of trekkers they had very sound ideas of what a 
Republic was. (Laughter.) They formulated what are now 
known as the 33 Articles, and I find upon looking at that 
CVmstitution that there is nowhere a qualification with regard 
to immigration, and that every white man in the country at the 
time was a burgher. (Applause.) We shall see how far they 
have departed from that right of equality. Later on, in 1855, 
they passed a law by which any foreigner could become a full 
eitizen upon payment of JC25, but in 1874 the franchise quali- 
fication was again changed. Holding land or real estate in this 
country entitled a man to burgher rights, and, if he did not hold 
land, residence for one year was sufficient to entitle h^ to all 
lights of citijsenahip. In 1882 the law was again changed, and it 
was prescribed by the Yolksraad that foreigners had to reside for 
five years in this State, but after that they had every right the 
<xriginal trekker had. In 1892 another change was made in the 
franchise law. There was a great deal of feeling against 
^e Government about two years ago, and the result of that 
ieeling was that we had the Second Chamber given us. The 
Yolksraad of this country decided on giving us a sop, in granting 
us the Second Chamber. Those who had been two years on the 
Field-Comet's list, and who had taken the oath of allegiance and 
paid a sum of £5, were naturalised. 

Now, gentlemen, the meaning of that was that^ although they 
gave us the Second Chamber, we had no control over the purse- 
strings of this country. When we were getting that sop they 
were giving us the shadow and took away the substance. I will 
ask you to compare the 33 Articles with the law of 1893, which 
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was so altered to our detriment that you had to be on the Field- 
Comet's list for ten years before you could have the right to^ 
Tote ioT a Member of Parliament, and fourteen years before you 
are eligible to become a Member of Parliament. I am justified in 
saying they have given us a shadow and taken away the suIh 
stance. (Hear, hear.) I don't doubt there are many present 
here to-night who, moved by the spirit of obedience to the laws,, 
and desiring to become citizens, availed themselves of the 
privilege of naturalisation. Men thought — and the Yolksraad 
Act leads to that assumption — ^that» if they complied with the 
conditions, and paid their £5, they were entitled to the full rights 
of citizenship. They were told now that it was not so. Thi^ 
session of the Yolksraad a Member of the Raad had said : 'We 
never intended to give you those privileges when we took your 
£5 ; it was only a sham ; and if we did not make it clear then we 
will do so now.' (A voice : ' Shame I ') Is that the thing to say 
to man I see around meP ('No!') What is naturalisation f 
To an ordinary man it conveys the idea that you become a 
citizen of this country. Has the Yolksraad not admitted, by 
giving us the Second Ghamber, that we are peaceable citizens, 
and that we should get what we are asking for P {* Yes I ') 
There are some extraordinary minds in this country. (Laughter.^ 
When we are peaceable and orderly citizens, and trusted to a 
certain extent with the management of local affairs, why should 
they now, when they have already admitted our claims, deprive 
us of them P Why do they refuse us full rights P What can be 
the object of this distrust but a selfish desire to retain the power 
which they haveP 

Prior to the breaking out of the goldfields what was the 
position of the Transvaal P They were in a position of abjeet 
poverty, and a Transvaaler who fought in the War of Inde- 
pendence said that with another six months of it he would have 
stuck out for a change of Government. He had no money, no 
food, no markets for his produce, and no means of feeding hi» 
children. That may have been an isolated case. Still, the 
Transvaal was in a very poverty-stricken state. We have, how^ 
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erer, a fact, that the Goyemment had to borrow £6000 from a. 
penon in the State at 12 per oent, and to pledge as security a 
large amount of ground for the debt. That money was wanted 
to pay the salary of the ofiEioials. Contrast that to the condition 
of things to-day. Wealth came upon them beyond the wildest 
dreams of men. Taxes had to be imposed, and nobody here 
objected to the taxes because there could be no Government 
without money. (Hear, hear.) But we do object to taxes when 
we have no Toice in the spending of them. (Applause.) 
Taxation comes with representation. (Applause and cheers.)' 
Upon whom were the taxes imposed to produce this sudden 
wealth? (Shouts of ' Uitlander I ') Tes, it was upon the 
ITitlanders. The Boers object to taxation, and it was their 
reluctance to pay taxes that brought them across the Yaal River 
in 1839. The same spirit characterised him in 1880, and with 
the influx of people subsequently to the Gold Fields, he said, 
*We have the voting power, we will put on the taxes and keep 
these Johnnies in their place.' (Laughter.) It always had been 
the fault with the Butch of giving too little and asking too- 
much. They had not lost that qualification yet. (Laughter.) 
They were always hearing talk about the political independence 
of tihis State bdng threatened. Now, I ask you, gentlemen, to 
say whether it is the intention of any one to interfere with it. 
(CSries of ' No 1 They simply said this in order to save them- 
talTes from burdens, and to put them on us. (Hear, hear.) None 
Were desirous of interfering with the form of the Government in 
the State, and I believe many here would go further and resent 
it in a practical way. We want a Republic in truth and not in 
name. (Hear, hear.) What is the condition of things in the 
Gape Colony P The new-comer or the TJitlander arrives in Cape- 
town and states he would like to settle in the country and become 
a citisen. Well, then, he is asked to sign a document, pays hia 
lialf-crown, and it is published once or twice in the Oazeite, and 
lie is a full-blown citizen. (Laughter.) Now I ask you, has that 
broad sjrstem endangered in any respect the Cape Colony P 
(Yoioes: 'No.') I think the Cape Colony an infinitely truer 
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Bepublio than this. (Hear, hear.) If a similar condition had 
existed here, would we not haye been a tmer Bepublio P 

Speaking of the Free State, a certain Act had been established 
between the Free State and this country by which the iohabi* 
tants of the Free State and the Transvaal had equal rights in the 
other's State, but we, who contribute the revenue of the coantry, 
are excluded from those rights. Is that just and fairP (A 
voice : ' No I ') Why should the Free State alone participate in 
these privileges when we and others are excluded P We don^ 
seek to go upon racial lines; the racial distinction is brought 
about by the Government of this country — ^we seek to obviate 
this distinction. (Hear, hear.) I may go a little further in 
discussing the matter. I am not prepared to say, and would not 
dispute, perhaps, that in a practically virgin soil, in a country 
where thousands and thousands of acres of public land are yet 
unallotted, that the same condition should exist, as, say, in a 
country like (Germany. What would have been said, for instance^ 
if the Chartered Company said regarding Mashonaland, ' We are 
the first band of pioneers : we took the risk of having our throats 
<mt, and we fought the Kaffirs, and we must have the first say 
on aU matters P ' What would be thought of such a proposition P 

Now, genUemen, we came here and developed the Transvaal ; 
those I see around me are they who, by their energy, have made 
the Transvaal what it is to-day. It is not, however, necessary to 
go over that ground. Take the vested interests as the basis of 
urgumeut, and we have very fair justification for claiming equal 
rights. I ask you to compare the town valuation of Johannesburg 
to-day with the valuation of the whole Transvaal ten years ago. I 
ask you to look at the gold output, amounting to nearly JB4,000,000 
for the past year, and I ask you to remember the purchase price 
of the country ten years ago. Who has made the TransvaalP 
We came here and found the original burghers settled upon 
farms ; they had no markets ; no means ; their only means of 
living was to contract their wants. (Loud and continued 
applause.) Who enabled them to live, who made markets for 
Ihem P We ! Tet we are told we are mere birds of passage^ 
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and thaty because they were here before us, we have no right. 
Who pays the Yolksraad members their £3 per day P (A Yoioe : 
'We do!') I understand the spirit of franchise in this country ; 
there are two principles underlying it. The Boers are naturally 
hostile to changes, and the other is the possession of landed 
property. I ask if we have not the qualification of large vested 
interests in the country P Have we not obeyed the laws of the 
oountry P We have given hostages to fortune. Our wives, our 
children, our homes are here, and most of us are likely to live, 
and a great many to die, here. Gentlemen, I appeal to the town 
of Johannesburg, to the public men, for the sake of the thousands 
<if children growing up, I appeal to the permanent character of 
the town buildings, and I say the very stones of Johannesburg 
plead eloquently for the cause and justice of our case. What 
has been our attitude during all this time P We have paid the 
taxes, hoping for better things ; we have been waiting patiently 
for five years. Hope deferred makes the heart sick, and I believe 
we are all getting very sick. I say a wave is coming. The time 
is come when we have to stand up as men for our rights. I 
believe the Boers will see the justice of our cause, and respond to 
<mr demands. When once the paths diverge, how di£Eicult it may 
be to remove misconception and bring peace again ! I say with 
the words of the resolution: 'There is reason to fear that 
exclusion from political rights may develop into a source of 
weakness and danger to the State.' These words speak for them- 
selves, and it is unnecessary for me to add to them. A house 
divided against itself cannot stand. We want to be friends and 
brothers of the farmers — a perpetual sore of irritation and dis- 
oontent can lead to no good. Nobody is more anxious than we to 
•aroid friction and discontent. I say what is in my heart. I 
t>dieve I echo the feeling of this meeting when I say we want 
^ be friends and brothers. (Applause.) Why should they 
•display this feeling of hostile legislation P Everjrthing is put 
^ipon us. ' Things are not what they seem.' 

I read in the preamble of the Customs Act just passed — 
* Whereas it is desirable to more evenly distribute the burden of 
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taxation upon the inhabitants of the State/ and the Baad imme* 
diatelj proceedB to tax everything the Uitlander uses, and 
leta go free what the Boer uses. (Applausa) I believe 
the policy of the Government has been unsound in principle 
from the first — a policy of concessions, of ignorance of finance^ 
ignorance of railway policy, and of mining law. C!ogent 
questions call with urging voice for redress. There is such a 
thing as a public line of conduct. We have a young country, 
boundless resources, and no public debt, and yet they were com- 
pelled to float a public loan at 90, and then it cost 2| per cent, 
to pay people who never earned the commission. I ask you if 
that state of things can lastP One of the first duties of a 
civilised country is to provide cheap administration of jusdoe. 
We petitioned with the voice of the people of this town for a 
judge in our midst. We told Government what it oost us. 
Thousands uid thousands are spent in witnesses' expenses who 
go to Pretoria and help to fatten the hotel-keepers of that town* 
We tell them it is impossible to calculate the loss to the businesa 
community in having to wait weeks in Pretoria until the case 
comes on. We prize before anything the principle that justice 
should be over every man's door. One member of the Yolksraad 
had said: 'What does Johannesburg want with a court? I 
have not got a judge upon my farm.' (Laughter.) Another 
thing, the judges were not paid according to what they ought to 
be paid in every civilised country. We can never hope to attract 
the ablest and best men imless we pay them properly. Thia 
subject lies very near to all our hearts and interests. The judges 
asked that a small provision might be made to pay hotel bills. 
This was declined, and we are cut down to two circuits per year* 
The result of all this is endless law costs. Another matter, 
gentlemen. We live in this town, which has grown during the 
four years of its existence almost miraculously. It is certainly 
not ]ike other ' dorps ' in the Transvaal. (Laughter.) The town 
has in fact grown so rapidly that the convicts could not keep 
pace with the ordinary street-maker. Our lives are depending on 
the health of the town, and more than that, the lives of your 
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iriTes and little ones, of all those who are clearest to jon, depend 
4m it. We ask Gk>Yemment to be allowed to set our own honse 
in order, and the reply is : — ^^ We don't tmst yon, and will not 
g^e yon the power/ 

Now, gentlemen, I am not here to stir yon up to any sudden 
4ood of mutinous rage. This meeting itself shows that we mean 
bosiness, that we want reform, and that we will not relax our 
efforts until it is conceded. (Applause.) There are a number 
«f other speakers to follow, and I will not keep you any longer, 
but I wish also to show a little of the other side of the picture. 
Our request for a Mxmicipality, for a Oourt of Jurisdiction in 
Johaxmesburg, and many other reforms, are disregarded, but on 
the other hand we are threatened eyery Sunday with paltry prose* 
•eution. There is, for instance, the manager of a Company 
summoned on a Monday morning to pay a fine of from £60 to 
£1000 because he has made a mistake of two ounces in his return 
<xf gold. And there are the gentlemen at Pretoria spending their 
time and the oountrjr's money in legislating for the painting out 
of the letters EET on the plates on the street comer. (Laughter.) 
Chntlemen, we may smile at such things as a relief to our sur- 
eharged hearts, but the matter lies deep in my heart, and I do 
not speak in any light spirit. I am not a public man, and do not 
ssek notoriety. I should like best to live in obscurity, and if we 
get our rights I shall not be seen on any public platform again. 
I ask you to make it clear that this movement is in earnest and 
not nonsense, as the Diggers' News would make out. There is one 
other thing : Deputations are about played out. We may send 
<mr best men to Pretoria and let them plead their best— only to 
be snubbed. Memorials are sent to the Yolksraad and referred to 
a Committee, and thereafter they are never heard of again. 
Unless we rise as one man and tell our feelings, we shall never be 
understood and listened to. This has never been done yet, but I 
hxfe that this meeting will do it I do not think there can be 
any doubt that we are unanimous there must be a change. 
Beform there must be, and reform we will have. (Applause.) 
Our intention is to revive some of the spirit of the whole Thirty- 
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three ArtioleB, and to show that we will no longer be excluded 
from all political rights. We are agreed that anch exdnaiea 
would lead to great danger in the future, and that there aie 
grieyanoes which must be redressed. The union of the countary 
requires that we shall stand up, and resolve that these grievanoes- 
are remoTed. I know there are some people who like to sit oa 
the rail ; who like to wait so that when nothing comes of the 
moYcment they are able to say — ' We did not do it' There aie 
people who like to wait till we have burnt our fingers to get tha 
chestnuts out of the fire. I do not think that is our spirit. 
This agitation has only the purpose of obtaining for us oar 
rights, and I think this spirit is all in your hearts to-night. If 
I have said anything which might appear offensiYe, I irish it to* 
be understood to-night that nothing was further from my 
intention than to say anything which might giye offence to the 
Dutch people in this country ; but the time will come when the 
man who points out the dangers which are appearing in the 
future, will be acknowledged by themselves as the truest friend 
which the country has. I hope you will combine, and will show 
to the older inhabitants of the country that your interests and 
theirs are identicaL As the fruit of to-night's meeting, I ezpeofc 
a better political understanding in this State — (long and loud 
applause) — and I hope that the establishment of the Transvaal 
National Union will contribute to destroy all racial prejudices^ 
and that this country will become the most prosperous and one of 
the greatest, as it certainly will if we only act in unity. (Loud 
and prolonged cheers.) 

Mr. Jas. Hay, who seconded the resolution, said the time had 
come when it was necessary a union should be formed to protect 
the interests of all the people in this land. (Hear, hear.) They 
had waited patiently and toiled on in this place, developing the 
resources of the country, and had done all things tendii^ te 
the prosperity of all the people in the land. Now they asked 
something in return. Some people said they should sit down and 
wait still longer for the Government to give them something. 
Did they know any Government in the world that gave anything* 
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before the people asked for itP The people had generally to aak 
over and oyer again for any oonooMion to be made. Let the 
Goremment of thia oonntry understand that they had organised, 
snd that they intended to urge their demands over and over again, 
until they got some share in the goyemment of this oonntiy. It 
was absolately necessary for the good of the people of this country 
that pressure should be brought to bear on the Gbvemmenty that 
tile oorruption and mismanagement in the Transvaal should be- 
swept away. (Aj>plause.) Those of them who had read the 
remarks made by Mr. Loveday about the railway construction in 
this conntiy must haye had their eyes opened. This mismanage* 
ment was going on, and the Gk>yemment and the Baad, as it at 
preeent existed^ were utterly unable to goyem this country as it 
ought to be goyemed. The Chairman of the Raad had told them 
that for seyeral years locusts did not come on to a man's property 
untQ he killed a few, and then they camel (Laughter.) It 
struck them as being so absurd that it was impossible for them Uy 
imagine that men, holding such views, could make laws for the 
goyemment of a country like this. With reference to the request 
for a judge here, Mr. Hancock and himself went oyer to Pretoria 
snd attended a commission appointed by the Baad to take eyidence 
€n the matter. They handed in a document, setting forth that a 
Gonrt should be established here, and on behalf of the people here 
they signed that document, which promised to defray all the costs- 
cf the Court (Hear, hear.) What did they get for thatP 
Simply nothing, eyen though they were heayily taxed and pro- 
mised to pay the additional tax. The Gk>yemment did not intend 
to giye the people here anything ; and they would not get it until 
they asked. (Laughter.) Last year, at Paardekraal, the Pre- 
eident gaye practically the key-note of the Goyemment in this- 
Qovmtry. He stated distinctly that the hand of God had brought 
tlie people into this land, and that when the country was in the 
lumds of the English, God blinded the eyes of the men (the 
exp erts ) who came out here to look for gold. They only found 
the gold in small quantities, but no sooner did the Boers get the 
w untry baok than God reyealed the hidden wealth to the utmost — 
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{laughter) — and that inatead of it being a bare oountrj He bad 
repaid them serenfold for all they had lost in the war. They 
thought God had placed gold in these reefs, and the i)eople here 
were to work for their benefit (Laughter.) They had just in- 
<)rea8ed the Oustoms duties, though some of the members ha,yt 
aaid : ' Why are you doing this when you have an increase in the 
revenue P' It was to make the people here work harder tor their 
benefit, thinking they woidd not then haye time to ask for any* 
ihing. He simply urged upon the meeting to carry the resolution 
unanimously, and to support it to the fullest extent. These 
people, ten years ago, when they met at Paardekraal, put a stone 
•down to show that they were unanimous, and that so long as thoee 
stones stayed there they would stand together. They had got to 
•do the same thing here — to show there was unanimity amongst 
them ; that they were going to stand together and ask for what 
they wanted to secure good government for this country and make 
it a place worth living in. (Applause.) 

The resolution was submitted to the meeting and passed 
unanimously. 

Mr. E. P. Solomon, who rose to move the second resolution, 
eaid : Mr. Ohairman and Gentlemen, I have not hitherto addressed 
« public meeting in Johannesburg, and it is imnecessary for me to 
say why I have not done so. But on a question like this, it is the 
duty of every man to express his opinion publicly and fearlessly. 
(Hear, hear.) That is my object in coming here to-night, to show 
that the meeting has my full sympathy and my hearty support 
(Hear, hear.) I do not want to see men come to the meeting and 
just hold up their hands ; I want them to work and support us. 
yfe want their co-operation not only in Johannesburg, but 
throughout the whole of the Transvaal. (Cheers.) The Union is 
not going to be confined to Johannesburg alone, we are going to 
have branches throughout the TransvaaL A certain organ that 
professes to guide public opinion in Johannesburg has said we aie 
'shouters.' What we desire is to get our grievances redressed 
4uid seek our own rights. (Hear, hear.) And we intend to keep 
Asking again and again until we get them. (Loud applause.) We 
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bATe not come here to excite your feelings : our cause is just and 
right and that in itself must gain redress. (Hear, hear.) Tou 
have adopted the resolution moved by Mr. Leonard to carry out a 
political xmion, and have shown your sympathy with it You have 
approved of the organization, and it is now my duty in a plain and 
simple manner to read to you the resolution that I have to propose. 
We are not ashamed of a single thing that we are doing. We 
are working on constitutional lines, and any one who dares go 
beyond these will not have our support (Cries of 'E^ck him 
out') We will kick him out, as you say. (Laughter.) The con- 
stitution framed for the Union is fair, simple, and right Every- 
one can read and understand it There is no double meaning. 
It has been carefully framed by the Committee, and you are 
asked to support it If there is anything that does not suit 
you, then you can propose amendments. I do not want any 
one to get up in a haphazard way, but if an amendment is 
necessary it will be received. The resolution I have to pro- 
pose is: — 

* That regard being had to the great influx of population into 
this State, the magnitude of their interests, the fact that 
the greater portion of the public revenue is contributed by 
them, while they have no voice in the legislation of the 
country, that many grievances and abuses call for redress, 
and that there is reason t^fear that exclusion from political 
rights may develop into a source of weakness and danger 
to the State, it is desirable to form a Union to obtain 
political rights and the redress of grievances.' 

Those are the objects. They are plain and definite, and we intend 
to carry them out and to be firm on the matter. (Applause.) Now, 
gentlemen, we don't want to make money out of you or to ask you 
to make a certain subscription, but we require money to carry on 
the Union, and we expect men whose hearts are in the Union to 
come forward and subscribe. A shilling is as acceptable from a 
working man as £100 are from a rich man. (Hear, hear.) There- 
fore I hope you will support the Union as &r as you are able. 
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There are other speakers to address you, so that I will now more 
the resolution. 

This was done aooordingly. 

Mr. Leonakd's Oration. 

The Hon. J. W. Leonard, Q.O., who on rising to second the 
resolution was greeted with loud applause, said : — Mr. Ghainnaa 
and Gentlemen, — ^I have never spoken in a oirous before, and it 
seems rather difficult to reach witli the Yoioe the extreme yerge of 
this amphitheatre. I hope some one will be able to hear me, 
though I am at present suffering from a physical disability, caused 
by incessant speaking. It is difficult to speak, and I have not 
come to make a speech, and only speak because I have been asked. 
I feel very much in the position of the man who says : — ' StoryP 
God bless you, sir, I have none to telL' If I had been asked to 
move a resolution such as has been moved by my brother, or asked 
to lay before you a political programme, and had three months to 
prepare the speech, possibly I might have said something worth 
hearing. To-night I am simply in the position of a humble citisen 
of Johannesburg, who sympathises with your grievances. As I 
look areund in this crowded hall to-night, the words of Shake- 
speare come into my mind. Listening in all detail to the griev- 
ances under which this great population so advisedly cry out 
publicly ; listening, with my warm Irish blood in my veins, I say, 
with Shakespeare : — 

' I am no orator, as Brutus is ; 
« « « « • 

But were I Brutus, 
And Brutus Antony, there were an Antony 
Would ruffle up your spirits, and put a tongue 
In every word of Csesar, that should move 
The stones of Rome to rise and mutiny.' 

That, gentlemen, is the feeling in my heart, but I don't want yoa 
to misunderstand that feeling. I am not here to-night to tell you 
one single word that will stir up a feeling of strife in your hearts 
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towards the powers that be, or by one wave of the hand to stir 
up a feeling of hatred, of just hatred, that may be roused in your 
hearts when you consider the injustice you have suffered. I do 
believe this of our position in this part of the Transvaal — ^if we 
can only get to grips with the people of this country, mingle with 
them, make them understand what we feel, and if we could under- 
stand what they feel, matters would be straightened, and we should 
be brothers. That is not the position to-day. We have to-day 
this unfortunate condition of things, that we are ostensibly in a 
position of strife with the peopla We have, however, no siaif e or 
quarrel with the people, and we are here to-night to endeavour to 
put this thing right, and do not desire to stir up strife by one 
single word. What we want and what we donH want you have 
heard from others speaking more eloquently than I ; but I will 
tell you one or two things we don't want. These things may 
sound unpleasant, and I don't want to cause any one pain, but, as 
Daniel Defoe said, ' I am in the place where it is demanded of me 
to speak, and the truth I will speak, whoe'er listeth.' I will tell 
you what we want. When we find a patient, long-sufPering popu- 
lation like this, assembled together to raise its little voice, and to 
raise its protest against injustice — and injustice justifies every- 
thing upon God's earth — when we find a population like this 
assembled together we expect unanimity, that those of one house- 
hold would stand shoulder to shoulder. What do we find ? Down 
in Pretoria, very busy with my own little professional work, I find 
from Johannesburg that men of Johannesburg are beginning to 
feel that they are suffering injustice of the blackest and grossest 
description. I turn to the press and find that hireling pens — 
(applause) — pens the wages of which I can trace and the objects 
of whose writing I know ; I find hireling pens trying to belittle 
the honest efforts of honest men. I find one man giving us ad- 
jectives^ — a man for whom I have personally some respect — ^I find 
that one calls it froth, thinly -veiled rebellion ; and another points 
to past miscarriages in the shape of public movements, and tries to 
persuade other men who would otherwise come forward there is 
nothing in it. I go to Pretoria and find — ^I don't want to use hard 
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adjectives — and find the papers from which we have the right to 
expect fair treatment and honest criticism calling the movement 
thinly-veiled sedition, when they know, if any man under Qod's 
blue dome knows, it is nothing of the sort We will tell these men 
we don't want them. (Hear, hear.) We wiU tell them in the 
name of all that is honest, when our day comes, as it will come — 
we will tell every craven coward, every cur, every man who sells 
his conscience and his soul, that we will have none of them, and 
none of their employers. (Applause.) I will tell you what we 
don't want. We don't want the men who are thriving upon the 
treasures of this country. I do not say undeservedly, but thriving 
on the treasures placed there by a bountiful Nature, and no one 
begrudges it them. But we do not want those, as my brother said 
before, who sit upon the rail. We don't want men who stand by 
without partaking in the event and reserving to themselves the 
right to say : ' We did not do it.' Those men who sit at the back, 
and wait till other men have borne the heat and burden of the 
day — I challenge these to-night, every one knows them. We don't 
want those men to stand back quivering and shivering on the 
brink of politics, to let other people undergo the trouble and the 
danger. Our agitation is a constitutional one, and in it we do not 
want these men to stand behind. We donH want them. Well, 
now, I have told you what we do not want ; at least what I don't 
want. I do not know whether I express the opinions of the Com- 
mittee, but I told them that I would speak out what is in my own 
mind. I am nothing, but the people at the back of this movement 
to-night represent the new population; not only of the Wit- 
watersrand, but from the extremities of the country, Klein 
Letaba to Lydenburg, from Lydenburg to Klerksdorp, and from 
Klerksdorp back again to Johannesburg. We want those people 
to express their wants, and to exert their utmost efforts to obtain 
just rights. It is fear which makes people stand apart, to leave 
others to form the plan of organization. Hitherto the prevailing 
impression was that one man could not trust another. We now 
want this popidation to have one single soul, heart, and thought, 
and we want that population to insist, and insist, and insist ! by 
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every means that ciyiliaed people can adopt, to have just rights 
granted to them. 

I belieTe that the Dutch population of this comitry is the 

same as in the whole of South Africa^ a population amongst 

whom I have many iriendsL They are just, although they are 

wanting in education. Their want of education makes them 

prejudiced. But they are not unjust I want you to combine, 

and by the force of organization to remove those prejudices, and, 

by the weight of argument, reason and justice, to convince them 

of the justice of your claims. We shall see whether this will tell 

or not. This meeting is a soul-inspiring omen of better days. 

These things are what we don't want, and what we do want. I 

do not wish to weary you, and weary myself, as I am, God knows, 

wearied enough already. The different points are already gone 

into by the different speakers, and I am not prepared to speak. 

No notice of the meeting has been given me, and I can only give 

expression to a few of the grievances under which we suffer. I 

am not here to make ' Boman holiday,' but I have made up my 

mind to say what I feeL One word to the old population of this 

^xrantry. I want them now in this, their accepted time, in this, 

tlieir day of salvation, I want them to understand and hearken to 

^aay words ; as one of their friends, one of their true friends, and 

Known to them, I wish to warn them solenmly, in this the day of 

^Cihair salvation, that we are in earnest ! I wish them to under- 

«rtand that we feel our wrongs, and to know that we shall have 

"ttbem redressed. I want them to take warning in a friendly way, 

^Dot for myself, but as gathering the threads of the tima I want 

^Shem to take warning of what surely must come ; and to take 

Sieed — ^to speak with the poet — ' Lest they should learn in some 

^Lark hour how much the wretched dare ! ' (Enthusiastic 

^q^plause.) 

Mr. Tudhope proposed the first resolution of the Transvaal 
3?8tional Union as follows : — 

'That this meeting of the Transvaal National Union regards 
the great number of persons who have taken up their 
abode in this Republic, and who contribute mainly to its 
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sapporty as entitled to participate in its goyemmenty and 
consider that the right of voting for members of the 
Legislature and the office of President should be extended 
to all male white citizens of full age who have resided for 
two years in the State, and who occupy or own property, 
freehold or leasehold, to the value of £100 ; or who are 
earning a salary of £100 per annum. (Applause.) 
He said : I am delighted by your reception of this resolution, 
and to see it meets with your views. Some people would call it 
Democratic and BadicaL Let it be sa (Hear, hear.) This is a 
Republic, and it will be so in fact, as well as in name, when this 
resolution is carried by the authority of the State. (Hear, hear.) 
Why has the Committee selected this particular branch of our 
many grievances as the first resolution of the Union P Because 
underlying all good government is this true precept, * That the 
government of the people must be by the people for the good of 
the people.' (Hear, hear.) Tou have heard a great deal from 
Mr. Leonfard and others as to what we propose to do in the future. 
There are so many grievances to be redressed and rights to be 
secured that it seemed difficult to the Committee to make the first 
selection ; but we thought it best to begin at the bottom, and lay 
the foundation broad and strong and secure. Every reader of 
history knows it to be a fact that no Government long stood the 
wear and tear of ordinary events that had not been based on the 
firm will of the people. (Hear, hear.) This Republic is based on 
the will, not of the people, but of a class of people. They repre- 
sented the people very well in the early history of the Republic 
But a great change has come over the scene. There has been 
a large influx of the new population. I am not at all surprised 
that in the early days of the goldfields the old burghers refused 
to give the new population the franchise. If I were asked 
whether an indiscriminate franchise to every man who came 
ought to be given, I should say, 'No.' Rather have a settled 
voting power than to give the franchise to the floating popula- 
tion that came here in the early history of the goldfields. But 
all this has passed away. Mining has become an industry, not a 
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speoulAtioiL It is no longer a matter of mere expectation and of 
wonder whether we shall succeed or not. It is a settled industry, 
finding support for thousands of people. These are entitled to 
the priyileges of voting for the head of the State and members of 
the Legislature. (Applausa) We don't ask you to enfranchise 
the unintelligent or the ignorant, the idle, the worthlesa We 
ask that Gbyemment should enfranchise those who are labouring 
by the sweat of their brow to develop the resources of this great 
oountry — ^the intelligent working man. For these reasons we 
have put the franchise low. I don't think there is a single man 
ol average intelligence who is not able to earn £100 per annum — 
£8 a month or a little more. There are very few persons who do 
not occupy a house worth £100, or, say it is divided between 
three or four occupants, it would surely give £100 each. I think 
the inhabitants of the State fietirly entitled to ask for political 
franchise and to have the same by living here for a period of two 
years. When I was in Capetown a few months ago a gentleman 
in the office of the Oovemment asked me whether there was any 
tendency in the population of the Transvaal towards British rule, 
and I said, ' No.' He asked me why I thought so, and I replied. 
Because I thought if the Transvaal is given a fair share in the 
Oovemment of the country they would not wish to change it 
from a Republic. I repeat that now. As an ardent Englishman, 
one who has been in the Cape Parliament and served the Crown, 
I say the public of the Transvaal desire to have a Bepublic 
They wish to support and strengthen the Bepublic, and the 
only way is to lay the foundation in the hearts of the people and 
make it clear to them. 

If we compare the franchise of the Cape, Natal, and Orange 
Free State, you will find that they are much on the same lines 
as the constitution the Committtee have prepared, and the Com- 
mittee has selected a simple one, which everybody can understand. 
A resident for two years, who occupies a house worth £100, or 
earning wages or salary of £100 a year (I think you will agree 
with me), fairly embraces every section of the community. 
(Hear, hear.) We are not going into details; we are not 
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legislating here to-night; but merely suggesting a few details 
for the guidance of legislators. Our demands are reasonable and 
just Li 1891y the qualification of a Yoter for the First 
Ohamber and office of President was first of all the burghers, 
then naturalised citizens of two years' residence, who had to pay 
personal taxes, receive a certificate of good behayiour from the 
Field-Comet, and pay a fee of £5. This is what the Committee 
wish to adopt, with the exception of paying a fee of £5, substi- 
tuting in place thereof those earning wages of £100 a year. Is 
that not reasonable, I ask, gentlemen P (Shouts of ' Yes.') Why 
is it that the law was changed P It was because of the forthcoming 
Presidential election, and as the clause of 1891 would have made 
persons who had paid their £5 eligible to Yote, fear was enter- 
tained, and it was on this account that the Yolksraad passed the 
resolution entitling us to burgher's rights after ten years' 
standing. Yes, gentlemen, that was done in the Yolksraad. 
We must appeal from Philip drunk to Philip sober. These men 
are either intoxicated with their success or are carried away with 
an erroneous idea of what follows if the franchise were conferred 
upon the new-comers in this State. It was the duty of the com- 
munity to make representations upon the subject, and carry the 
resolutions — I was going to say to the foot of the throne— to the 
Presidential chair. (Tumultuous cheers.) 

Mr. W. St John Carr, in seconding the resolution, did not 
consider it necessary to enter into details, which would perhaps be 
a repetition of previous speeches. He would summarise the justice 
of the Uitlanders' claim by the fact that it was based upon the 
right of citizens to have a voice in the government of a country 
and the disbursement of its revenue. There was necessity for a 
change in the (Government, for the present state of affairs and the 
present manner of administration would never satisfy the new 
population. The first instalment of the justice the Uitlander 
deserved dealt out to him would be brought about by the meeting' 
that night. (Cheers.) 

Mr. W. H. Hoskins, in supporting the resolution, stated that 
he had been requested by the Conmiittee to deliver a qpeeoh, 
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which, however, at that late hour he had some hesitation in 
doing. He cordially endorsed eyerything that had been said, 
and he would like for himself, and also on behalf of the assembly, 
to give expression to their appreciation of the clear, lucid, and 
concise manner in which the Chairman had brought this resolution 
before them, and to tender the Chairman their thanks for his 
assistance to the Committee with his advice and counsel Now, 
the first' and foremost matter which he would touch upon would 
be this barrier of the franchise, which had been expressly designed 
to shut out the new population. (Hear, hear.) It was meant to 
shut out the worker and producer (hear, hear) from having a voice 
in the government of the country. In no other civilised country 
in the world did a similar state of things obtain as here, where 
the worker was totally debarred from a say in the public finances. 
Now, it was a duty which they owed to themselves, and to the 
children that came after them, to remove these disabilities. When 
this territory was at one time sub-divided into two republics — the 
South African Republic, with Potchef stroom, and the Lydenburg 
Republic, with Lydenburg for its capital — the qualifications for 
enfranchisement that existed in those two republics were very 
different. A six months' residential qualification in the South 
African Republic was all that was required, and in the Lyden- 
burg Republic, not only was every white man conceded a full 
franchise, but he was furthermore given a free farm immediately 
upon entering the State ! 

The speaker next alluded to what occurred at the diamond 
diggings at Elipdrift on the Yaal River in 1870, when a most 
impolitic concession of mining privileges was granted by the 
South African Republic to two companies. The Oovemment 
vnis obliged to cancel the concessions then, but they found it too 
late, for the diggers there had already elected a committee for 
their own government, and a free Republic was declared. When 
President Pretorius went down to restore confidence in the 
Pretoria Oovemment, the diggers repudiated the latter. Eventu- 
illy a basis of government was formed by which the territory of 
the diggers was separated from the so-called Republic; the 

186 



POLrnOAL SITUATION IN SOUTH AFRICA. 

English language and onrrenoy institated; a local exeeative of 
three members appointed, as also a resident magistrate for the 
administration of justice. A digger's license ot Sa. for three 
months was all that was asked to carry on the government of 
the territory. He (the speaker) would not ask for such pro- 
visions and ooncessionsy they would be satisfied if the Pretoria 
Gt)Yemment approached them only with a little of that oon- 
oiliatory disposition. (Cheera) The words of an American 
writer should be remembered, and the Gbvemment at the capital 
should give heed to the fact that before they were citisens they 
were men! (Applause.) He (the speaker) trusted that those 
present would recognise the duties and responsibility ol their 
manhood. (Cheers.) At present they were simply taxed, and 
taxation mnst go hand in hand with representation; therefofe 
their first and foremost requirement was the franchise. They 
would look forward to the day when, in the words ol the 
Laureate, they would — 

' Ring in the valiant man and free, 

The larger heart, the kindlier hand ; 
Ring out the darkness of the land, 
Ring in the Christ that is to be.' 

Mr. H. Solomon, rising to propose the fourth resolution, said : 
Mr. Chairman and gentlemen, I beg to propose the ibllowing 
resolution : — 

' That copies of the resolutions passed at this meeting, together 
with the constitution of the Transvaal National Union, be 
forwarded to Government.' 
G^tlemen, at this late hour, and with the exhaustive speeches 
delivered this evening, now that I have to speak on this resola- 
tion, it will not be expected that I shall address you at any 
length. Whatever your opinions may be, your one duty is the 
maintenance of the independence of this Republic. Let the 
people of the Republic understand that is what you insist upon, 
and I believe you will have considerably more support from the 
burghers of this country than we at the present moment obtain. 
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Gentlenieiiy aome remarks kayo been made at this meeting 
regarding oertain newspapers of Johannesburg. Now that these 
newspapers have seen how moderate we are, I belieye we shall 
now obtain their nnqnalified support. I saj we require it. It 
would be a great mistake to go forth that Johannesburg is to a 
eertain extent divided. It is no use for us to say we don't care 
to get the support of the Standard and Digger^ NewB and the 
Mining Argus. Every support is of the utmost value, and there- 
fore I say I have no doubt, now that those newspapers have seen 
how moderate are our demands, I trust they will give us their 
support A remark was made by Mr. J. W. Leonard that the 
moneyed capitalists were not here to-night. (Mr. Leonard : ' I 
said we wanted them.') Still, we have not got them. However, 
with all great questions of reform, it is not the capitalists who 
lead the way, it is what I may call the ordinary inhabitants, and 
the capitalists come in afterwards. Ghntlemen, I don't agree 
with inflammatory speeches. I think the only possible way of 
getting our grievances redressed is to work in a moderate way — 
let the Oovemment and the people of the country understand that 
we only want justice meted out to us. Let us have one or two 
meetings like this, and express ourselves moderately; let the 
members of the Yolksraad thoroughly understand, and let us urge 
oar claims upon their strong sense of human justice. Over in 
Pretoria it was said to me : — ' The people want too much. Those 
people cannot expect after twenty-four hours in the country to 
receive the same rights as the people who fought the Kaffirs, and 
were brought up in the country.' Now I think that we should 
nevertheless have a right in assisting in the government of the 
country. The Boer has an idea that if we have the same 
privileges and rights as they, their day is past; and that the 
whole weight of our influence woidd be used against them. Let 
it be understood that this is not what we wish. We wish to 
make this a progressive country, and we wish to show that if we 
get the privileges we are entitled to we shall make this a great 
eountry. This you must to-night put forth to the world in 
unmistakable language. The Union that has been formed to- 
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night somewhat resembles the Afrikander Bond, formed some 
years ago, and it is practically the same. The Dutch people in 
the Colony complained of gricTances which they wished to haye 
redressed, and for this the Afrikander Bond was formed. First 
it was sneered at and treated with contempt, but now the whole 
population, including the English-speaking portion, recognise that 
they have to reckon with this power. We have now in this 
country formed a similar institution, which in time will have to 
be reckoned with. There is one difference between the Bond and 
the Transvaal National Union, and that is, that the Bond was 
formed by the illiterate, comparatively uneducated portion of the 
Colonial population ; but here the Union has been brought about 
by the more enlightened English-speaking part of the community. 
I believe that the time will come when the Boers will recognise 
and acknowledge the importance of the Union, and when it will 
become a power in the land. (Cheers.) 

Mr. W. P. Eraser, in seconding the resolution, said this was 
the right thing and the only thing to do, and it was a consti- 
tutional way of doing it. They were perhaps aware that there 
was a rule of order that no memorial or petition could be sent into 
the Yolksraad from any assemblies whatever imless it be sent in 
a full day before the Yolksraad meets. That deprived this meet- 
ing from communicating the voice of that meeting to Yolksraad 
direct, but they took the other constitutional way, that was to ask 
Government to communicate it to Yolksraad. (Applause.) As 
some of them were aware, about a month ago Yolksraad, by 
resolution, took away the right which some of the voters had 
previously enjoyed. When this was clearly put before Gtevem- 
ment, he had not the least doubt they would see it in the same 
light as they did, and restore to those voters their just rights. 
They (the Government) would see it right and expedient to give 
to all of them, who contributed so largely to the revenue of this 
country, a fair share in arranging the way that the money should 
be spent. (Applause.) 

This resolution was also adopted unanimously. 

Mr. Tudhope then put the fourth resolution to the meeting, 
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which was also carried unanimouflly. Before separating, he 
reminded them that funds would be required to carry on the 
work of the Union; arrangements had been made to have a 
collection as they left the room. The CSommittee woidd be happy 
to receive cheques from those desirous of giving sama Mr. 
James Hay was the treasurer. They had enough funds to go on 
withy he was glad to say. It was very necessary and desirable, 
however, to establish branches of the Union in every town in the 
Republic, organizations, secretaries, and local Committees to be 
formed, so that every grievance would be brought to the CSom- 
mittee. He need hardly remind them that memorials would be 
prepared and frequent meetings of the kind would be carried on. 
It would not be advisable to dissolve the meeting. Therefore, it 
would be better to adjourn it until next Saturday night, when he 
hoped to see them all again. (Oheera) 

A vote of thanks to the chair ended the proceedings, and 
the meeting quietly dispersed. 
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EXTRACTS 

From leading articles in the ^ Standard 
and Diggers' News/ 

August 22nd, 1892. 

'Day Brraks/ 

Last week there were suggestions of dawn in Johannesburg's 
political horizon, and we hailed them with hope; for the first 
time in the history of the Band, men of position, representatiTe 
of all classes save the working man, came forward and gave yoioe 
to the grievances the XJitlander population has against the 
Gt)yemment. Since then daybreak has succeeded the first 
morning glimmer, and to-day Johannesburg basks in the warm 
sun of political agitation. After some five years, unity of purpose 
marks the people and has brought them together for a common 
object, and at last there is some prospect of presenting a united 
front at Pretoria and of making ourselves felt and our wishes 
understood. For that purpose there was formed in the Amphi- 
theatre on Saturday evening a Transvaal National Union, whose 
objects are 'to maintain the independence of this Bepublic, to 
obtain by all constitutional means equal rights for all citizens of 
this State, and to obtain the redress of all grievances.' 
• • • • • 

The great thing is that Johannesburg men who are entitled to 
our respect have come forward, given cohesion of life in Johan- 
nesburg, promulgated a plan for redressing admitted grievancee, 
and summarised the situation of the new popidation in the land 
for the information, guidance, and benefit of Gh)vemment. It 
was suggested at Saturday's meeting that the Standard and 
Diggers^ News was not in sympathy with grievances of the 
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Uidandeny that it had pooh-poohed the moyement for repre- 
sentation and reform, that it has tried to belittle the voice of the 
people, that it was influenced in its judgment by personal 
dictation from without, and that for particular purposes. We 
can afford to feel amused at this misrepresentation, coming as it 
does from man who themselves so assiduouslj hover behind the 
oolumns of other organs having views more in keeping with their 
own private objects. But we can do more than that We can 
throw back the charge as unfounded and un&ir. What we have 
done has been to urge that Johannesburg should make itself 
beard through sound and acceptable channels, to recommend 
moderation in doing so, to urge that the community should see 
to making its platform respectable, that it should appear there as 
one man, that it should f or^jo all frothing at the mouth, and 
above all, that it should go about its business for once in a 
dignified way, and cease making a noise and nothing more. And 
whose influence, we should like to know, has effected these things, 
if it has not been the influence of the Standard and Diggers' 

Nmnf 

m m * m • 

For the rest, no sane man will pretend to doubt that this is 
the dawn of that better day in the Transvaal when phases of 
oppression must fade away before the fire of Public Opinion, or 
to deny himself the hope that the Boer, taking heed of the 
temper of the times, will put off his fear and trembling, and, 
understanding better who is who and what is what, will call the 
Briton brother — or, at any rate, cousin : which were better than 
stranger, Utilander, and suspect. What he shall call us, and how 
he shall regard us, depends, however, largely on ourselves. We 
have been moderate and patient for years. Let us not throw all 
patience, policy, and tact all at once to the four winds of heaven, 
lest the fraternising and brotherhood come only by the spilling 
of Uood, through confusion and red ruin« 



191 



APPENDIX 8. 

EXTRACT 

From the < Standard and Diggers' News,' 

SXPTBMBBR I2TH» 1 8 92. 

*CIVIS ROMANUS SUM.' 

TRANSVAAL NATIONAL UNION. 

FROM STRENGTH TO STRENGTH. 

FROST WITHOUT— FIRE WITHIN. 

THAT INTERVIEW. 

HIS HONOXTR'S MESSAGE 

REJECTED AND DESPISED. 

♦WE WON'T WAIT.' 

TWO REAL LIVE BURGHERa 

WHO PEPPER PRETORIA. 

ESSELEN'S ANATHEMA. 

THE CLOTH ON CUSTOMS. 

DREW'S DIATRIBK 

BARNATO BRISTLES. 

SCHEEPER'S SPAN SIMILK 

A GREAT GATHERING. 
WE GO TO THE BURGHEB& 

From oat of the cold wind of Satoiday night the memben 
of the Transraal National Union congregated in their beloived 
Circns once more. The Tree in Hyde Park and the Lions ia 
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Trafalgar Square kaye perkapa gathered around them larger 
numbers^ bat nerer men more determined in will and' more 
stentorian in yoioe than the XJnioniBtB that assembled in the 
loeal Acropolis on Saturday night The clamorous enthusiasm 
evinced at the previous three meetings was completely outdone 
by the peaceful uproar of this last assembly. There were many 
things which evoked the sturdy shout. Hitherto the IJitlanders' 
wail had not officially or formally reached the Gbyemment ear ; 
but last week it vras carried to the Capital by the most popular of 
the People's advocates, Mr. Tudhope, only, however, to be slighted. 
The pettish rebuff and angry, arbitrary attitude of the governors 
upon that occasion formed matter for the-always-legaUy-and- 
constitutionally-ezpressed indignation of the governed. In ad- 
dition to this, from off the Forum there spake unto the people 
two men of the sect that have withheld justice from the strangers. 
But, mirabtie dietu, they repudiated the method of their kinsmen ; 
they stretched forth their hands and hearts in friendship and 
brotherly love. Mr. Adyocate Esselen — tell it not in Potchef- 
stroom — ^was even effusive in his expressed desire to accord the 
Uitlander all he asks for, and Field-CSomet Scheepers with his 
homely similes^ and his imprecations upon the powers that be, 
was a dish that tickled the political palate of the audience 
immensely. Furthermore, new orators made their debuts. The 
Hon. B. L Bamato, in response to a clamorous shout for * Bamie,' 
beamed on the assembly for a while, and the Bev. Mr. Drew, 
avowedly as a ciyilian only, but in garb anticipatory of episcopal 
ecmtingencies, gaye the political parson's opinion. Statistics, 
which had formed the dull feature of the previous meeting, 
were happily absent; people are mostly bored by 'rithmetic, 
especially on Saturday nights, and it gave them more pleasure 
to hear Mr. Scheepers relate the legend of his refractory ox, and 
bring in the Head of the State in naughty comparison, than to 
listen to eloquent animadversions on the price of pickled pork. 

Amongst those present on the platform were : — Messrs. John 
Tadhope (Chair), J. Hay, W. H. Bogers, Advocate Auret, Ad- 
vocate Esselen, C. Leonard, E. P. Solomon, W. St. John Garr, 
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W. P. Fraser, H. Solomon, W. H. Adler, J. Jeppe, jun., D. Holt^ 
F. C. Dumat, W. H. Hoeken, W. F. Lance, W. E. HudBon, B. L 
Barnato, W. J. Scheepers, and B. A. Bettington. 

Shortly after the appointed hour the Chairman opened the 
meeting. 

Mr. Tudhope, on rising, was greeted with loud applause. Ha 
said: Citizens of Johannesburg, it is gratifying to see anothar 
large assemblage here to-night to carry on the business put into 
our hands to do. I do not propose to occupy your time at great 
length this evening, but will just briefly indicate the programme 
advised by the Committee for this evening. I desire first, how- 
ever, to announce, in connection with the Conmiittee, the names 
of the following gentlemen who have joined us during the past 
week. They are: Messrs. Oeo. Gkx^h, D. Pullinger, W. P. 
Taylor, J. Stroyan, V. WoME, J. H. Leslie, B. M. WooUan, R A. 
Bettington, H. B. Marshall, W. H. S. Bell, S. Edkins, and H. B. 
Papenfus. I had also hoped to be in a position to announce that 
the representative members of the working classes would have 
joined us to-night, but I am not able to do so. The position of 
this Committee is not in any sense representative of sectional 
interests. Although there are on the Committee members of the 
Chamber of Mines, Chamber of Commerce, and of the various 
other representative bodies, they are not there in their capacity 
as representing those bodies. They are there as individuals of 
the State, there as representing taxpayers of the State, as repr»* 
senting in their own persons the whole community for reform. 
Another matter, gentlemen, in no sense can this National Union 
be taken as antagonistic to the Labour Union. On the contraiy^ 
I thiok it IB perfectly proper labour should organise as well as 
capital, for business and other purposes. It is most desirable all 
these sections should be represented upon this Committee, but not 
bimply as representatives of those bodies. Now, with regard to 
the proceedings, we shall first read an abbreviated narrative ol 
what occurred between the deputation which went to interview 
his Honour the President in Pretoria. We shall afterwards read 
a message from his Honour the Ptesident to the people ol 
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Johaimesbiirgy and, on the condiuion of the reading of that 
docnmenty the first resolution will be proposed respecting the 
franchise; then a second resolution on the tariff, and proposals 
to complete their organizations ; and, thirdly, a resolution dealing 
with registration in the Field-Oomet's books. Now, gentlemen, 
before proceeding to call upon the speakers who will bring 
forward these resolutions, I have one or two observations to 
make. The first I wish to make is with regard to the position 
of this Union. There has been a great deal of criticism in the 
local press. Orange Free State and Natal papers, about the 
position we have taken up, and a good many insinuations made 
that we have been the mere puppets of others for political 
purposes. 

It has been said we are being used for some other un- 
lerealed purpose ; that we have be^a put forward in order that 
Swazieland may be given over by the Imperial Gbvemment ; that 
we are the caf s paws in the hand of other men for whom we are 
to obtain some advantages for the people in the western part of 
the Cape Colony. We know this is all bunkum ; and I desire to- 
night to emphasise the position taken by this Union, which is an 
entirely spontaneous movement of the people of this Stata There 
are no outside influences at work here. We have taken steps, 
natural under the circumstances, to press the situation on the 
Yolksraad and to make our grievances heard, but we do not 
want to go outside the State for help. We want to fight it out 
on the ground of right and justice, and we look for help only to 
the people of this State. As to the question of the annexation of 
Swazieland, I read an article, a clear and able but very specious 
article, in one of the Pretoria newspapers, The Press. The article 
in question seems to be inspired or written semi-officially, although 
I cannot, of course, say whether it is so or not. What does the 
article propose? It says, in substance, 'It's very fine for you 
fellows there in Johannesburg to hold meetings and make 
speeches ; but what have you done for the independence of the 
State P' Then it suggests action, and proposes that we should 
get up a monster petition to the English Oovemment — ^Downing 
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W. P. Fraaer, H. Solomon, W. H. Adler, J. Jeppe, jun., D. Hdt^ 
P. C. Dumat, W. H. Hoeken, W. P. Lance, W. E. Hudaon, B. L 
Bamato, W. J. Scheepers, and B. A. Bettington. 

Shortly after the appointed hour the Chairman opened the 
meeting. 

Mr. Tudhope, on rising, was greeted with loud applause. Ha 
said: Citizens of Johannesburg, it is gratifying to see anothar 
large assemblage here to-night to carry on the business put into 
our hands to do. I do not propose to occupy your time at great 
length this evening, but will just briefly indicate the programme 
advised by the Committee for this evening. I desire first, how- 
ever, to announce, in connection with the Committee, the names 
of the following gentlemen who have joined us during the past 
week. They are: Messrs. Oeo. Gkx^h, D. Pullinger, W. P. 
Taylor, J. Stroyan, V. WoME, J. H. Leslie, B. M. WooUan, R. A. 
Bettington, H. B. Marshall, W. H. S. Bell, S. Edkins, and H. B. 
Papenfiis. I had also hoped to be in a position to announce that 
the representative members of the working classes would have 
joined us to-night, but I am not able to do so. The position of 
this Committee is not in any sense representative of sectional 
interests. Although there are on the Committee members of the 
Chamber of Mines, Chamber of Commerce, and of the various 
other representative bodies, they are not there in their capacity 
as representing those bodies. They are there as individuals of 
the State, there as representing taxpayers of the State, as repre- 
senting in their own persons the whole commimity for reform. 
Another matter, gentlemen, in no sense can this National Union 
be taken as antagonistic to the Labour Union. On the contraiy^ 
I think it is perfectly proper labour should organise as well as 
capital, for business and other purposes. It is most desirable all 
these sections should be represented upon this Committee, but not 
bimply as representatives of those bodies. Now, with regard to 
the proceedings, we shall first read an abbreviated narrative of 
what occurred between the deputation which went to interview 
his Honour the President in Pretoria. We shall afterwards read 
a message from his Honour the Plresident to the people d 
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Johannesburg, and, on the condiuion of the reading of that 
document^ the first resolution will be proposed respecting the 
franchise; then a second resolution on the tariff, and proposals 
to complete their organizations ; and, thirdly, a resolution dealing 
with r^iistration in the Field-Comet's books. Now, gentlemen, 
before proceeding to call upon the speakers who will bring 
forward these resolutions, I have one or two observations to 
make. The first I wish to make is with regard to the position 
of this Union. There has been a great deal of criticism in the 
local press. Orange Free State and Natal papers, about the 
position we have taken up, and a good many insinuations made 
that we have been the mere puppets of others for political 
purposes. 

It has been said we are being used for some other un- 
revealed purpose ; that we have beoi put forward in order that 
Swazieland may be given over by the Imperial Gbvemment ; that 
we are the caf s paws in the hand of other men for whom we are 
to obtain some advantages for the people in the western part of 
the Gape Colony. We know this is all bunkum ; and I desire to- 
night to emphasise the position taken by this Union, which is an 
entirely spontaneous movement of the people of this Stata There 
are no outside influences at work here. We have taken steps, 
natural under the circumstances, to press the situation on the 
Yolksraad and to make our grievances heard, but we do not 
want to go outside the State for help. We want to fight it out 
on the ground of right and justice, and we look for help only to 
the people of this State. As to the question of the annexation of 
Swasdeland, I read an article, a clear and able but very specious 
article, in one of the Pretoria newspapers. The Press. The article 
in question seems to be inspired or written semi-officially, although 
I cannot^ of course, say whether it is so or not. What does the 
article propose? It says, in substance, 'It's very fine for you 
fellows there in Johannesburg to hold meetings and make 
qieeches ; but what have you done for the independence of the 
State P' Then it suggests action, and proposes that we should 
get up a monster petition to the English Government — ^Downing 
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Street, I belieye they call it — and aak the Imperial GoremmeiLl 
to sanction the annexation of Swazieland to the IVanavaaL Now, 
gentlemen, it seems to me that the writer of that article has pat 
the cart before the horse. (Laughter.) I object to sach a 
petition on two groimds. First, I don't believe in a petition t^ 
Downing Street ; and secondly, if we were to sign that petition 
we would sign it not as citizens of this State, bat as people wha 
are dissatisfied with the existing state of things in this BepuUick 
If the authorities at home were to make inquiries into the statoa 
of the people who signed the petition, they would find that we ar* 
people who have not been trusted with the franchise in this 
ooimtry. No, gentlemen, let those who advise us thus first 
remedy our grievances, give us the rights and priyilegee of 
citizens, associate us with the other inhabitants in the goyem- 
ment of the coimtry. Let the Gbyemment be an enlightened 
Goyemment, a Gbyemment which will not make Swazieland a 
nest of jobbery, but will rule the country with justice and 
fairness ; then a shout will go up^ not only from Johannesburg^ 
but from the whole Transvaal — 'Annex Swaziehind.' (Load 
applause.) Under existing circumstances, however, we are no4 
justified to ask the Imperial Government for the annexation of 
Swazieland. Let our voice be heard in the administration of this 
country, in the adjustment of its internal arrangements ; let this 
be done, and let the coimtry become a strong and liberal Stata. 
Until this is done we must hold carefully aloof from all external 
agitation. That is a duty we have to maintain. I have been 
asked by two of the candidates to join their committees. Wel]» 
I have said: 'My friends, I am in the position of QneeH 
Elizabeth's gfonner, who, when asked why he did not fire a 
salute, said, '' Well, your Majesty, I have nineteen good reasonA** 
"Well,'' she said, "what is the first reason?" He replied, "I 
have no gunpowder." " Oh ! " she said, " I will do without tha 
other eighteen."' Gentlemen, I have said I have no vote. I 
have eighteen other reasons, and that is the reason why we hoU 
ourselves entirely aloof from this electioneering campaign. (Ap* 
plause.) I shall now call on the Secretary to read an abbreviated 

198 



AF9PENDICIBS TO THB STATKIfBNT. 

onffatfve of wliat ooooned betireen the deputatioii and the 
^TMidttt and Yioe-Preaident. 

Thb Sedetaiy then read the following : 

RXPOBT OF DXPUTATION. 

The mterrieir took plaoe in Pretoria on Friday, 2nd Septem- 
ber, 1892. The deputation oonsisted of Messrs. John Tadhope^ 
Jamee Hay, W. H. Bogers, J. G. Anret^ J. F. E. Pistorins, Jamea 
W. Leonard, and Charles Leonard. 

The Pteeident, after shaking hands with the deputation, 
inffiosted that he wished them to proceed. He stated that he 
was speaking imo£Beially. 

Mr. Tadkope thereupon stated that those present had come as 
a deputation to discuss questions which were agitating the general 
public in Johannesburg, and briefly reviewed the question of the 
franehise rights and the incidence of taxation, illustrating the 
fnmess and justice of the proposition that the new-comers who 
would give their certain guarantee for obedience to the law, and 
aU who had a stake in the country were entitled to haye a vote. 
He pointed out that this would be a source of strength to the 
BepuUia On the question of taxation he pointed out that the 
new-comers felt that the incidence of taxation was not fair and 
should be reconsidered, and more especially the Customs dufy 
hnpoeed by the recent Act passed by the Yolksraad would bear 
Boet heaTily on the new-comers; that there were many mines 
whiok could barely pay their way ; while there were many mines 
irfdehy if the burden were reduced, might possibly be made to 
pay; that the result of imdue taxation might possibly be that 
many weaker mines would shut down ; thus many men would go 
•way and there would be a smaller market open to the producers 
of flie eountry. He briefly touched upon the administration of 
justioe and a municipal govemment. 

The President thereupon apparently thought he was going to 
ikee tke interview and addressed the deputation, informing them 
Ihat it had always been his policy to unite the two sections of the 
people, and that he would continue in this policy; that the 
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Preflidential election was now pending in which there were thsee 
candidates, and that any one of these three candidates who shoidd 
give a pledge for the granting of the franchise wonid be rejected 
by the peopla He stated that what was songht for in the 
franchise would, if granted, deprive his people of their sole 
priyilege ; he claimed that in granting the Second Ohamber he 
had made a great concession in &yoar of the new-comers, and 
that he had reduced the period which must elapse prior to 
obtaining political rights by the new-comers ; he counselled the 
deputation to go back to Johannesburg, cease to hold public 
meetings, and be satisfied with his policy of uniting the people. 

The President was somewhat excited in speaking. 

General Smit thereupon, also being apparently under the 
impression that the interview was closed, said that it had 
given him great pleasure to attend this meeting, as meetings of 
this character could only tend to produce a good understanding. 

The deputation, however, not being satisfied with the answer 
given, Mr. J. W. Leonard rose, speaking through the interpreter. 
Mr. Leonard, as Mr. Tudhope had done, assured the President 
that the policy which he annoimced of uniting the people was the 
only thing that lay at our hearts ; that we could not go away and 
say we were satisfied— that would be fidse if we did so. 

Mr. 0. Leonard controverted the proposition that we widied to 
take away the only right of the President's old burghers, and 
claimed that a Republican Government could only be carried on by 
the representation of all classes of the community ; that we did 
not seek to take away the privileges of the old burghers, but 
only to share them under certain conditions. He stated thai m 
regard to the alleged danger to the old burghers from the grantmg tjf 
the franchise he was prepared to concede that it might possibly be 
better not to grant the right to vote in the Presidential electi&n at the 
present time,* inasmuch as the votes counted in the aggregate, wherever 

* Note.— This offer to forego the vote for PKsidentSal electioDS if we got 
the vote for the Pint Volksnuul was promptly acted on in a diancterislie 
spirit In 1893 the Uitlander was expressly excluded from ever getting 
the vote for the President, while his chance of getting the vote for tiie 
Volksraad was finally destroyed. 
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He wter might be raident, but that in regard to the vote for the 

Hret Chamber this difficulty could not poeubly exi$t^ for the simple 

reason that the new-comers were all congregated in one or two districts 

of the country, and that in electing members for the Chamber which 

held the purse-strings of the country , they would still be in a minority 

and the old burghers in a vast majority ; that this constitutional 

right would remove a grievanoe and source of dissatis&otioni 

although the new-comers were still in a minority in the House, 

but that there would be no legitimate cause for complaint, there 

being a representatiye to speak in the Yolksraad and make known 

to the country what their real wants are. He pointed out further 

to the President that the people of Johannesburg felt that the 

powers of the Second Chamber were so limited as practically to 

amount to an exclusion from all the more important functions of 

the Gh>yemment ; that it would be wiser to go back to the old 

Grondwety and in any case the representation which had been 

asked for was a representation in all the functions of Gbvemment. 

fie also pointed out that, when the Second Chamber was 

established, the Yolksraad in the same year increased the period 

of probation to ten years for the right to vote for a member of 

tiie First Chamber, and fourteen years for the right to sit in 

tiie First Chamber, and that this, practically, amounted to 

exclusion for life of all the business men who were now 

established in the country. This was felt as a great grievance. 

Se respectfully assured the President that the desire was only 

*for union, and to be law-abiding subjects of the Republic, and that 

^while the method of those represented was to remove distrust 

and discontent, his method of depriving the new-comers of the 

^ote would perpetuate their discontent. 

The President during these statements got very excited several 
times, and on one occasion said: 'Well, why didn't they then 
leave the coimtry P ' 

To this Mr. Leonard replied that they could not be expected to do 
so, as everything they had in the wide world was vested here. 

During one of his agitated moments the President said : ' Well, 
why don't they say at once that they reject my proposition P ' 
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Mr. Leonard pointed out that there was no propositian beloce 
them ; he had merely requested them to go home and be aatiafiadt 
and hold no more meetings. 

Mr. Pistorins next addressed the President, and pointed out 
how the taxation measures of the recent session bore unduly oa 
the mining industry and the new-oomers ; that the bulk of the 
revalue was already derived from those people, and that great 
danger existed of tiie people being unable to live and oariy on 
their business imder the burden of taxation. 

The President during the course of this discussion stated that 
he was compelled to put on the taxation, as prior to its imposition 
it was found that there was a monthly deficit of from £30,000 to 
£40,000. It was pointed out to him that at the time the tax was 
put on there was a surplus of £200,000 in the Treasury. He 
stated this was the balance of £600,000, and that the £400,000 
had been swept away by the monthly deficiency aforesaid. He 
argued that the law made no distinction in taxation between the 
old burgher and the new-comer. 

The deputation admitted that in theory it did not> but in 
practice it did, because the articles selected for taxation were 
those articles which were required and had to be consumed by 
the new-comer in large quantities, while the articles which were 
used by the old burghers were taxed very lightly indeed. 

The President grew angry at this statement, and said he 
could not help it if the exigencies of business resulted in throwing 
a heavier burden on the new-comer than on the old. He was 
▼ery excited and avowed a protectionist policy in effect, by stating 
he was going to encourage the production of Transvaal produce^ 
and that there was a great prejudice against buying the produce 
of the Transvaal He illustrated this by recalling an instance 
where he was present and saw a man buy a rotten ham of 
European production in preference to a sound Transvaal ham^ 
simply because the rotten one had been produced in Europe. He 
stated that on a previous occasion he had, when the famine 
threatened us, suspended the duties, and would do so again it 
occasion arose. 
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Thb deputation asBured bim that this was unsatufaotoiy, 
sad ihat the duties were not only proteotiTe but prohibitiTe in 
oharaoter, and that the necessaries of b'fe which could not be 
produoed in the Transvaal had been unduly and heavily taxed. 

Part of this conversation took place between Mr. Tudhope and 
flie President^ and between Mr. Pistorius and the President 

Mi^. Auret^ next addressed himself to the administration of 
justioe, and pointed out the necessity of having courts more 
frequently in Johannesburg. 

The President repUed : * I should like to see a court sitting 
there every month, and I ordered frequent circuits a long time 
ago/ He didn't say why his orders had not been carried out 

Mr. 0. Leonard then asked the Government to take into 
oonsideration the question of placing the names of new-comers 
OQ the Field-Comet's lists. He stated that the law required the 
new-eomer, under a penalty, to report himself within fourteen 
days to the Field-Comet ; that the Field-Comet in Johannesburg 
had a few hundred names on his list and was surrounded by 
many thousands of people; that he never took any trouble to 
acquaint the public with the &ct that they must register ; that 
he never prosecuted anybody for breaking the law ; that there was 
a widespread impression amongst the new-comers that if they 
filled in papers for the purpose of paying their taxes this 
constituted registration; and that now, having learnt that they 
must register themselves, they proceeded to the Field-Comet's for 
that purpose, and were informed that they must pay a fine of 
dO$. Relief was asked in this, that those persons who made an 
affidavit stating the time when they came here and who produced 
proof of having paid their personal taxes, should be placed upon 
the Field-Comet's lists as from the date of their arrival. 

General Smit seemed impressed with the fairness of the 
proposition, and promised to do what he could to give relief. 

The President also stated that a memorial should be made on 
the subject for presentation to the Volksraad. He said he could 
not break the law, but would give attention to memorialB. 

In reply, Mr. Leonard pointed out that» although in theory 
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every person was supposed to know the law, Johannesburg was 
such an exceptional case, and it was under the circumstances a 
&ar one to give relief to, and that great discontent was felt that 
a fine of 30«. should be imposed, to say nothing about the loss ol 
time, when a person claiming to be registered had already been 
in the coimtry some time; he also stated that a number of 
persons here alleged that they reported themselves to Field-Oomet 
Du Toit, but that the books were not to be found, so that persons 
who had registered themselves were deprived of the ben^ts 
thereunder. 

Then ensued an irregular conversation between General Smit 
and Mr. Charles Leonard, also between the President and several 
members of the deputation, in which both the President and 
Vice-President became very much excited. 

There is, however, no reason to report on this occasion what 
passed then, the foregoing being a &ir narrative of the most 
important points which were discussed. 

The Chairman (continuing) said : You have heard read what 
has occurred between the deputation and the President and 
Vice-President. We went there at the invitation of these 
gentlemen and for the express purpose of interchanging our 
views. You see what the result of the interchange of views has 
been. (Laughter.) It is quite evident that our deputation made a 
great and strong impression upon the mind of his Honour the 
President Not only did he speak of it to gentlemen who 
interviewed him after our departure, but on the following day 
he met one of our Committee, who was there on other buainees^ 
and he desired to use him as a medium of sending a message in 
reply to the people of Johannesburg. The message is as f ollowB : 

Message from His Honour the President to the 
People of Johannesburg. 

1. In view of the forthcoming elections, the claim made by 
the deputation for the extension of the franchise to the 
new population is untimely. No candidate for the Preti- 
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daioy can raise the issue with any hope of success, and if 
raised then such candidate would thereby forfeit all chance 
of being elected by the burghers. 
2. His Honour has always kept in view the blending of the 
two people into an united race, but this must of a necessity 
be a somewhat slow process. To open the door unre- 
servedly for the admission of the new population would 
mean the abolition of the rights of the old burghers in the 
country, inasmuch as the new-comers are in the majority. 
In America the liberal provision for the admission to the 
full political rights of new-comers is not attended by the 
same dangers, the thousands who enter that country 
having no influence to disturb the rights of the old resi- 
dents, who are numbered in millions; whereas here, the 
old burghers, being numbered in hundreds, at once become 
the minority, and lose all their political power. To obviate 
this the admiBsion of the new-comers to full burgher rights 
must be regulated with great care ; but in view of meeting 
the exigencies of the case, as far as it may be done with 
safety to the rights of the old burghers of the country, the 
President would be in &vour of a plan that would during 
the course of law, which is fixed at ten years, within that 
period from time to time admit of the names of trust- 
worthy burghers being laid before the Yolksraad with the 
view to such being admitted to the qualifications required 
for membership in the First Yolksraad. 
Mr. John Tudhope, continuing, said: This message was 
received with the respect which I trust we shall always show to 
utterances from the head of the State. (Hear, hear.) It was 
most carefully considered, and a copy of it was sent to his Honour 
to ascertain if it properly expressed his views, and it came back 
with his approval, and was now read to the people of Johannes- 
burg. I will now call upon Mr. Charles Leonard to address you 
upon it. (Applause.) 

Mr. Charles Leonard (who was received with loud cheers) 
said : Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen, I think it is a wise thing to 
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ehange your speaken as rnuoh as possible, and I should not liaTe 
appeared before 70a to-night had it not been for the faot that I 
was one of the deputation to Pretoria I hai^ oonsented to speak 
simply because I was one of the deputation. I think it augurs 
well for the future, and is a happy omen to my mind to have 
amongst us, on the platfcmn, an old burgher of die oountry, and 
also an official of the country. (Hear, hear, and cries of * Name.') 
I believe it is Mr. Scheepers, who has the honour of being elected 
Field-Comet for one of the districts, and I have no doubt he 
makes a good Field-Comet. (Hear, hear.) The resolution which 
I have to submit arises partly out of the visit of the deputation to 
his Honour the President, and I will read it to you: — 

'That, while recognising with satisfaction the recognition by 

his Honour the President, in his message to the people of 

Johannesburg, of the &ct that the new population are in 

the majority in the State, and of the principle that they 

are entitled to electoral rights, this Union regards the 

proposal to admit only some of these citizens to burgher 

rights by a slow process of selection as contrary to sound 

Republican principles, impracticable in working, and as 

failing to satisfy the reasonable requirements of the 

people.' 

If you wiU pardon me for a moment diverging, I would say a 

word as to what fell from General Smit in Pretoria, when he waa 

in an excited state. In anger sometimes the truth comes out. In 

conversation with the General, he said that behind this movement 

was political intrigue and matters affecting Swazieland« (dies of 

'No/) I gave him my assurance and my word of honour thai 

there was nothing of the kind. I ask you to say no. We ave 

not traitors to the flag of this country, and are not conspiring 

against it, but seek to strengthen the republican institutions of 

this country. (Applause.) I shall now proceed to deal with the 

matter of the resolution. The President, in speaking, saidr— 

possibly there was more in it than was intended to meet the eye«-^ 

that no candidate for the Presidency would dare to promise the 

franchise, that it would endanger his chance of re-election* I 
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pointed oat that this re-deotioii was in the hands of the borghers 
of this oonntry, and had nothing to do with it^ that there was no 
<3eflure to take away the rights of the burghers, but that we siniidy 
^deaired to share those rights npon true republican principles. I 
snay state that what struck me here was that nothing was said or 
-urged by his Honour the President on the ground of our not 
"fteing entitled to the franchise, but that we, getting those rights 
mad being in the majority, would take away their privilegesL I 
-jpointed out that instead of being a source of weakness, we should 
*fte a source of strength ; pointed out that, whilst perhaps it might 
\» unwise to ask for a yote for the Presidential election, with 
xegard to the First Ghamber we wanted a yote ; that we did not 
-want dmnmy yotes, but we wanted a part in eyerything coming 
^vuder the science of Gbyemment. I pointed out that^ according 
-to the distribution at present in force, that we would send only a 
-firarth of the members to the Yolksraad, that the old members 
would still be in the yast majority, but we would be there with 
our representatiyes to imbue the Yolksraad with the true senti- 
ments of the community. I ask you whether those yiews were 
sound or not (Applause.) Let us now analyse the President's 
proposal I think, in the message to the people of Johannesburg, 
the President has admitted two great principles, principles which 
fully justify the support of the National Union. He admitted 
we were in the majority, and admitted by his proposition of 
selection that we are entitled to some alterations in the present 
law of the franchise. The question before us is whether we as a 
Union can accept the President's proposals. (^ No, no,' and loud 
applause.) I say it is a proposition that cannot obtain a hearing 
in a republic, where the people are imbued with republican 
aentiment, and is opposed to the true principles of republicanism. 
It is one which, if accepted, would puralyse the highest and best 
interests in us, and it is probably intended to lead to disunion 
amongst ourselyes. I say. No, we will not haye it, and intend 
standing shoulder to shoidder. (Loud applause.) If this process 
of selection were accepted, it would be found that sycophant 
jelly-fishes and hunters after concessions will be selected, and 
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thus the very thing held oat as a lure to cease agitating would be 
the very thing to put new chains upon us and our libertiea. 
(Cheers.) I say that if we were to lake the proposal seriously, 
the last state would be worse than the first We are suffering 
under two things to-day. The political disability under the 
circumstances as altered by the present GK>Temment is rankling 

deeply in our hearts, and tiien the sins of administration but 

I had better say no more. (A yoioe : * Speak out>' and laughter.) 
I think, gentlemen, it is our business to attack incompetent 
administration and its abuses. It is our duty to teach the 
burghers of this country that the iniquities of which we complain 
are suffered by them as welL I decline to accept the Gbyemment 
as representing either the burghers or ourselves. (Loud cheer&) 
The reason why I say that is, that it is five years since the 
burghers were called upon to elect a Oovemment, and in these 
five years changes have taken place which fully justify oar 
demands. Oovemment persistently ignores these demands, but 
it would be a very poor compliment to the burghers generally to 
say that they supported the Government in this. No, gentlemen, 
I believe strongly in the sense of justice and the common sense 
of the burghers. It is to this sense of justice that we must 
appeal, and this can only be done by the widest publication of our 
wants and wishes. (Loud applausa) 

Mr. W. H. Rogers, who seconded the resolution, said : You 
have all heard of the interview which the deputation of this 
Union had with his Honour the President and with the Yioe- 
Presidait. My impression of that interview amounts to this : 'I 
am veiy pleased to see you ; go back to Johannesburg and be very 
good boys ; wait till I have been re-elected, and then I will see 
what I can do for you.' I may also say the public of Johannes- 
burg has been misinformed as to who sought the interview. The 
Union did not seek the interview with the Presidait, but the 
President sought the interview with the Union. Well, we went, 
we saw, and I think we conquered to a certain extent. (Hear, 
hear.) At all events, we scored in our demeanour and in our 
quiet firmness. (Hear, hear.) I think, gentlemen, we have 
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oonqueredy if it is something for the President of this State to 
admit that we are in a majority and that we are entitled to 
electoral rights. (Applausa) But we cannot admit, we cannot 
accept^ his idea of admitting us to these rights. It is opposed to 
sound republican principles. What we want and what we are 
striving for is the goyemment of the people by the people — (hear, 
hear) — and not by a chosen few. I may ask who is to elect those 
chosen few, who is to make the selection of these reliable menP 
The whole of the State is to-day suffering under the nusgovem- 
ment and rapacity of a chosen few, and this will go on until we 
have gained our point. We acknowledge with satisfaction what 
the President has said ; but we must not rest here, we must not 
be satisfied till we have reached the goal of our ambition, the 
government of the people by the voice of the people, and by the 
people only. This we ask for, and this only will satisfy the 
reasonable requirements of the people. The President proposes to 
&vour the selection of a certain number of reliable men each year. 
What I ! ! This from one who is always harping on his desire to 
cement the old and new population, but who in my opinion has 
done the most to cause disunion. (Hear, hear.) Who has only 
lately added to our burdens by increased taxation P What I This 
from a President of a Republic. Is this justP Is this right P 
(No.) Is this in accord with the possibilities of sound republican 
government P I say ten thousand times no. Away with such a 
proposaL Away with the idea of ruling the masses by a selected 
chosen few. Again I say, who is to make the selection, and who 
is to decide on the reliability of the chosen few P Not those who 
sit at the seat of Government, and who have hitherto turned a deaf 
ear to all our requests, and who would do so to all eternity, if they 
had the selection of the chosen few. No, we cannot and will not 
agree to this, and though we have an arduous task before us, let 
us not be daunted in our work. We are doing a great work, and 
ne great work is ever accomplished without unwearied perse- 
verance.' Let us be firm and decided, quiet but resolute, confident 
in our integrity to work for the good of the people, and thus 
preserve the independence of the Republic, and success will before 
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long crown our eSorts. (Cheers.) Let us not give way one iotm 
of the principle of Republicanism, which professes equaUtjr as ite 
▼ery root and foundation — the ruling of the people by the people^ 
thus showing that our Union is a tnie one, earnest and anzioiia 
for the welfare and liberties of the whole of the population. 
(Applause.) We seek this, for we know our rulers are surnHmded 
by bad advisers, men who act from selfish motives only, and who 
have caused the mismanagement of public matters and publifr 
money. We seek this, for we ask what is right. We ask what 
is just, and we ask that the many shall not be misgoverned ior 
the benefit of a chosen few. (Hear, hear.) One of our local 
papers has been raising side issues, such as the handing over 
Swazieknd, and for this Union to take part in such work. Then, 
again, the sanitary state of the town is dangled before our eyesK 
and it says also that we are the tools for doing the work of other 
governments and politicians. Now, on behalf of the Oommittea 
of the Union, I say that we shall not go away one inch from tha 
objects of the Union. The sanitary matters we will leave to iho 
Sanitary Board ; though, forming part of the large populatioQ of 
this town, we shall do what we can to help the Board in its 
endeavours for the improvement in local matters. (Hear, hear.) 
I deny emphatically that we are or have been influenced by any 
one or any government outside of the State. It is our intention 
to work away quietly, not seeking outside help, but trusting to 
the rights of our cause, strong in our belief that justice will at 
last prevail, and our reasonable requirements be acceded to. 
(Loud cheers.) 

The Chairman then put the first resolution, which was oarried 
unanimously. 

Mr. St. John Can* said : Mr. Chairman and gentlemen, befava 
I read the second resolution, which I have been appointed by tka 
Committee to propose to-night, it will be necessary and important 
that I shall first recall the course of recent events to your mind,. 
in order that you may understand the reason the Committee have 
decided to suggest another step to you to-night. You have aH 
followed with great interest, and, I am sure, with great sympathy, 
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tiiB meetings held a few weeks back to see what shoold be done to 
bring about a better state of aGEairs hera Sinee then we have 
Jormed onrselyes into a National Uni(m, with specific objects, and 
those objects have been dearly defined in our constitution. We 
then proceeded to formulate, after due deliberation and making 
allowances for all circumstances, certain two requests — one with 
regard to the franchise, and the other with regard to the o ppr e e 
aire Customs' tarifi, which comes into operation on the Ist 
October. Those claims haye been laid respectiyelj before the 
Goyemment, and we haye shown to demonstration the justice of 
our claims to the franchise, and the injustice of the burdens we 
shall suffer under the new Customs' law. We pointed out that 
these increased taxes would grind the face of the poor and hard- 
working majority. Our proceedings haye been followed and 
carefully discussed, and if we are to judge from newspaper 
comments and priyate writings, what we haye asked is fair and 
reasonable ; but the Ooyemment, which we haye approached, has 
practically, from their replies^ turned a deaf ear to our earnest 
and moderate appeals. It is abundantly clear that the Gh>yem- 
ment has failed to recognise the situation. But supposing they 
had done so, do you think anything would haye been done to 
satisfy our demands P No ! Now, it would be a noyel experience 
for us who haye liyed long in the land to find that when 
Ooyemment has made up its mind to do a thing, that anything 
would lie in the way. Our experience has been that the ways 
and means and the necessary authority haye always been forth- 
coming when Gk)yemment required them for doing anjrthing they 
wished to do. 

We may therefore assume that Ooyemment does not want to 
do anything for us, and we may be sure that if it were otherwise 
the rights we ask for would haye been granted long ago. That is 
the reason why we shall appeal to the burghers who elect the 
Ooyemment to exert themselyes on our behal£ We intend to 
rouse the coimtry from end to end. (Loud cheera) To get them 
to listen to and understand and appreciate all we have to ssty. 
(Cheers.) The true state of affairs must be demonstrated, we 
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.must break down the barriers of miarepreaentation which hare 
grown up all around us, and I bblj that we shall then have a nniaOt 
and a right understanding between all the inhabitants of this 
country. By means of this organization we shall be able to 
establish branches throughout aU the electoral districts, and by 
their aid we can disseminate the friendly message which we haTB 
to send to the people of this coimtry. We must conyince them 
of the strength of our purpose to have our rights, and of the 
sincerity of our intention to respect theirs. Now, gentlemen, the 
canying out of this our programme will not prove the success we 
hope to achieve imless you lend us your support. Let eveiy man 
resolve to use his best efforts to promote this course, write to your 
friends all over the country, get every one you know to propagate 
the Union* Their right will make our might and in this wmy 
alone shall we become a power in this Bepublic, and be able to 
bring about a Union which in very truth is a National Union. 
(Loud and prolonged cheers.) I shall now read to you the 
resolution which I have to propose : — 

' That in view of the Government having failed to sujyply any 

satisfactory reply to the representations of the people with 

regard to the granting of the franchise, and the suspension 

of the oppressive Oustoms' tariff, to come into operation on 

the Ist October, this meeting of the Union resolves to 

appeal forthwith to the burghers of the country through 

the agency of branches of this Union to be established rig^t 

throughout the electoral districts of the State.' 

Mr. E. Solomon seconded the resolution proposed by Mr. Oair. 

He said : You have heard the account of the interview which took 

place with the Government ; and, gentiemen, I may say (and I 

think you will agree with me) that it is a one-man Gt>vemment. 

When the President of this country makes up his mind he 

generally carries out what he intends to do, and the other 

members of the Executive simply back him up. (Hear, hear.) 

The resolution just proposed covers a lot of ground. It covers tiie 

question of taxation among other things. By a great amount ol 

pressure we have succeeded in getting the railway brought up to 
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Johannesburg ; but, by an extraordinary piece of legislation^ the 
Government of this country has prevented the railway from 
carrying goods into the ooimtry. I should like to know how the 
Government of this country will ever pay the interest on the 
money they have borrowed to pay for this railway, unless they 
take away the prohibitive duties just passed by the Yolksraad. 
(Applause.) It is all very well for the Gt>vemment of this 
ooimtry to say that the XJitlander, or new-comer, wiU have to bear 
the chief bmrden of the taxes. The burden will be so great 
directly that it will be impossible to get it from these Uitlanders 
— (laughter) — and the old burghers wiU find that they will have 
to assist in paying the taxes. As it appears we have failed to 
reach the ear of the Government, I should like to appeal to the 
burghers, and I believe it is impossible to appeal better to the 
feelings of any man, whether IJitlander or burgher, than to do so 
through his pocket. (Laughter.) I would like the burgher of 
this country to imderstand if these prohibitive duties are not 
removed, it will be impossible for the interest to be paid on the 
amoimt we have borrowed to bring the railway into the country, 
and the consequences will be a heavier burden of taxation, which 
wiU be laid at the door of the burgher himself. (Hear, hear.) 
Most of the gentlemen who have addressed you this evening have 
to a certain extent (if I may use the word) blackguarded the 
Gk>vemment, but I would like to give the Gt>vemment every 
credit for recognising the power of the Union They have seen 
us. What does that mean? It means that they recognise the 
voice of the people is speaking through the voice of the Union. 
The President is a candidate for the next election for the 
Presidency of this country. I don't think you could expect the 
President to come forward and say, ' You must give these people 
the franchise,' and thereby jeopardise the chance of his election. 
But he, and the other candidates, ought to put this matter before 
the burghers of the country and say, ' Here is a power you must 
reckon with ; here is a population that have brought brains and 
money into the country ; you must reckon them as one of 
yourselves, and give them what they wisL' Then let the 
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lmrgher» with that sense of justioe which Mr. Leonard says is one 
o£ the brightest ornaments of his character, come forth and aid 
ns.; Most of you will remember that the members of the 
Yolksraad absolutely refused to give the Executive that power 
of attorney — (laughter) — which they gave them last sessum. 
What does this mean P Why, it means that the burghers are noi 
particularly satisfied with the action of the Gk>yemment, and they 
wish to take a deeper interest in the management of the country 
themselTes. (Hear, hear.) As you are aware, gentlemen, there 
will be a fresh election shortly, and there will very likely be 
eighteen new members appointed. I belieye if the burghers take 
that interest in it which they are inclined to do, they will have 
eighteen members of more liberal ideas than the eighteen who 
vacate their seats. I am sorry to see in one of the newspaper* 
here that the National Union is supposed to be antagonistic to the 
movement called the Labour Union just organized. Now, that is 
not so. We desire the working man, as well as the capitalist, 
to identify himseU with us, and we look to everybody for hia 
support. If we can get the support of the Labour Union, we will 
rely upon it doing everything it can for the protection of the 
working classes, and shall be glad of their support. Something 
has already been said to you this evening about concessions. 
They are the curse of the coxmtry, and if something is not done t^ 
remove them by the Oovemment, or the Yolksraad of the country, 
they will have to be purchased, and to get them purchased, very 
heavy taxes will have to be laid on the coimtry. We must either 
get them cancelled or buy out the concessionaires. If we cannot 
cancel them, then the people will have to face a very severe 
burden in taxation. The resolution which Mr. Carr has proposed 
for your acceptance, to have branches throughout the oountry, 
reminds me of the Afrikander Bond, which was started by a 
much smaller meeting than that which inaugurated this Union* 
It was sneered at throughout the coimtry and by the people, but 
finally it became a power. That movement represented, however. 
Public Opinion, and was so strong that the intelligent portion of 
the Colony had to recognise that it was a power in the land. The 
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Cbyenmimt of the oountiy also recogniBed its importance, and 
finally tbe Bond obtained aU it asked for in the way of rights and 
pririlegee ; and I say to-day the Afrikander Bond brings a very 
great influence to bear upon the Gbvermnent of South Africa. It 
was also a good influence, as is any influence which causes us to 
listen to the Toioe of public opinion ; and the Gk>yemment of the 
Oape Colony had done a very wise thing in recognising it. The 
Transvaal TTnion is in a better position to start with than the 
Afrikander Bond, because from the very outset it has been 
recognised by the Gk>yemment When tlie Government stated 
they would like to see a deputation from us in Pretoria, they 
recoginiBeA the power of the Transvaal Union immediately. 
(Hear, hear.) Our duty is to have proper organizations, to have 
branches in every town in the Transvaal, and then, gentlemen, we 
shall have what we can call a strong public position with the 
bargher of this coxmtry. (Loud applause.) 

The Ghairman : Before putting this resolution I may say we 
have a distinguished stranger on the platform this evening. (A 
voice : * No stranger/) Although I have not his authority, I am 
going to ask him to address you upon this resolution* Mr. 
Advocate Esselen will now speak to this assemblage. 

Mr. Esselen (who in rising was greeted with loud and 
eontinuous applause and cheers) said: Mr. Ghairman and 
gentlemen, it is getting rather late, therefore the sooner I have 
done with you, and you with me, the better. I am sure when I 
heard the Chairman alluding to a distinguished gentleman upon 
the platform, I did not think he was alluding to me but to 
another distinguished gentleman, though I certainly thought you 
might expect to hear a few words from ma However, gentlemen, 
I may tell you that I quite agree with your Chairman when he 
stated that I agreed with this movement I may tell you that I 
am in entire accord with the movement of the National Union, 
and I am very proud to have been asked to say a few words. I 
Iiave previously been before you at one or two public meetings in 
Johannesburg, but they were not attended like this, nor so 
interesting. The first was when Mr. Jeppe was standing as 
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candidate for the Second Chamber, and I remember diatinctly the 
impression made upon me ; but that impression was made mudh 
stronger by the meeting of the other night, when Mr. Oharlie 
Leonard impressed upon that portion of the public ol 
Johannesburg the necessity of registering. He said to yoo, 
'Register, register, register.' Another member of your 
Committee, not long ago advised you to 'Agitate, agitate^ 
agitata' Gentlemen, let me ask you not to forget these word% 
but to take them seriously to heart Begister and agitate I Only 
by these means will you get the reforms you ask, and to which^ 
let me say, you are fully entitled. (Loud applause.) It affords 
me great pleasure to be here to-night, because you prove, not only 
by your presence here, but also by the choice of the gentlemeia 
who form your Committee^ that you are sincere in your 
protestations. But you must remember that it is not enough to 
meet together here in Johannesburg and to give vent to your 
feelings. You must do something further. Now, the propositioiii 
before you is one by which it is calculated to help the movement 
forward. You are to caU upon your friends and sympathisers all 
over the coimtry, and to ask them to organize throughout the 
length and breadth of the country by establishing branches ol 
this Union. Then, when your united voice is heard, the 
misrepresentations which have been spread about you will be 
swept off the face of the earth, and the people of the country will 
recognise in you true citizens of a great Republic. But remember 
one thing. Remember that no political privilege is to be gained 
except by time, energy, and effort. Don't forget that neither the 
Oovemment of this coimtry nor the burghers of this coimtry are 
likely to say to you, * Open your mouths wide, and we will fill 
them I ' (Laughter.) They will do no such thing. Show to 
them that you strive on constitutional lines to get the constitutiQin 
of the coimtry changed; that you are to be trusted with 
privileges and power. (Applause.) I have watched with great 
interest the two political movements which are now at work in 
this country, for I can assure you that there is also a movement 
among the enfranchised burghers of this State, and I may tell you 
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that I have been greatly stmck by these two movementa These 
two movements agitate the minds of all who are intelligent 
enough to take an interest in the future welfare of the coantEy, 
and I have oome to the oondusion that now is the time for you to 
aseert your rights and show your patriotism. The IJitlanders — 
I call them TJitlanders no longer, because it is a mi8nomer-->I 
-would haye to call myself an ITitlander, for there are many here 
who have been longer in the country than myself and others haye 
come a few years or months after ma Now, while I, to-night^ 
enjoy the full privileges of citizenship, you and they do not Is 
that system to be perpetuated in this coimtry for ever P (Cries of 
* No I ') Is it conducive to the strength and prosperity of the 
country ? (Cries of ^ No I ') Let me give you the assurance that 
if this question were addressed to a meeting of enfranchised 
Imrghers the answer would be 'No/ as in this casa (Loud 
cheers.) Gentlemen, I tell you it is a good thing for you if you 
pass this resolution to establish branches of the Union throughout 
the length and breadth of the land. The material will not be 
wanting, and the material that you will find ready to hand will 
not consist of TJitlanders alone, but will comprise many burghers, 
wrho sympathise with and will join the movement on account of 
their sense of justice. (Applause.) It is necessary to do that to 
sweep away the mieo^presentation made with regard to your 
^diaracter and with regard to your objects. Did any one think for 
m moment that this spirit which has shown itself lately in 
Johannesburg — ^not only in Johannesburg, because we must not 
forget that we are a National Union — that if this feeling had been 
aroused and nursed by outside influence, that I for one would take 
jfait on this platform? I ask you to say it was an absolute 
absurdity for any one to say so. (Hear, hear.) But it is a further 
«tep in that class of misrepresentation which now wishes to blind 
^e eyes of the burghers again as to your motives. What is that 
inotive, gentlemen P 

I have heard to-night with surprise and deep regret the report 
which your Committee has brought back from the powers that be 
& Pretoria. / tvish to oak you whether you can give any credence to 
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ike Biatemmta of a man 10AO sai/s he i$ going to unite two peopk 
when the whoh of his acta for the last ten yean show it is absokttelf 
untrue. (Loud cheers.) I do not speak without knowing what I mn 
talking about. (Applaiue.) / say you have been kept out of yomr 
poUtieal privileges, not because the people have kept you out from fern 
that your being granted these prknieges would wreck or endanger tke 
independence of this country, but to enable the few, and a greedy few^ 
to rule this country for their own ends. (Loud cheers.) In 1882, 
gentlemen, every man could get the franchise who came into 
the country, lived for five years in it, and was registered and 
had paid £25. Not only so, but other towns had representatiTeB. 
Towns such as Rustenburg and Lydenburg, that could send repre- 
sentatives to Pretoria, did so. Every man that was enfranchised 
was entitled to take his seat in the Raad. In 1886, shortly after 
Johannesburg was started, and after Barberton had been in 
existence, this law was altered, and although that period was 
changed, they said no man who had not been fifteen years in the 
country could take a seat in the Yolksraad. Was that not a 
reactionary measure, and was it not liable to widen the differ e nce s 
of the people? Shortly after the representatives were taken 
away from Lydenburg and Rustenburg, but no voice was raised 
against it. Who was it that proposed the measure that was now in 
force — that the neuhcomer in this country should only get full finm^ 
chise after he had been here fourteen years, and then only at the sweet 
will of the legislative body ? (Laughter.) Who was it proposed thai f 
Was it not the same man that gave your Committee the answer to do 
nothing more f (Loud applause.) / ask you, gentlemen, can yom 
after that sit still and follow the advice that is given to you to hold no 
more meetings f (Cries of * No.') Will you allow yourselves to be 
gagged f (Voices, *No.') Gentlemen, I say you would not be 
doing your duty to yourselves and to the South African Bepublra 
if you did. (Cheers.) One of the previous speakers mentioned 
that the powers that be could do nothing at present Have we 
not an instance in the railway that has come here of what the 
President could do P Did not the President tell Mr. OharleB 
Leonard that the people of Johannesburg would soon have TwHr 

218 




\ 



APPENDICES TO THE STATEMENT. 

ynj oonaminieatiQn with the seahoard, and when the matter was 

fint mentioned to him, did he not say, * Let me do it my own 

way/ and when the Yolksraad was not sitting he entered into 

an agieementy without any legislatiye authority, well knowing 

Lis force and authority would carry it the next sitting of the 

IUumI? Now I ask you has he gone to the trusty burghers and 

said, ' There are thousands of men well disposed to the Bepublio 

that want &e franchise, and I ask you to give them that fran- 

ehiaa (Hear, hear.) I advise you to give them that franchise, 

I toll yon you will strengthen the Republic if you will allow these 

men equal privil^^es.' All these years has he even raised a 

single word for youP (A voice, 'Never, never.') If he had 

gone on his travels amid the burghers^ and laid your just cause 

l)efore those burghers, is there any one doubt what the answer 

-would be P ][f amy one doubts then he would be a lunatic. (Ap- 

jilause.) Therejore I say, * Trust them not, they are fooling you* 

JEtely upon your own powers, rely upon the justice of your case. 

Oboahizb ! Oboanizb ! Obganizb ! Lay your case before the 

ImrghersL I am convinced from what I have lately heard 

throughout the length and breadth of the land, a new brother- 

liood will be entered upon. The Boer will know it will help to 

strengthen the independence of the ooxmtry for which he fought 

if he stands shoulder to shoulder with you. (Loud applause.) 

Therefore, Mr. Chairman and gentlemen, I am exceedingly 

]ileased at the proposition proposed and seconded by the previous 

^teakers. I ask you to pass it, but when it is passed, I ask 

you not to leave the whole organization in the hands of one 

or two only. Gtet the speeches, get them reported and circulated, 

get them reported in Dutch and spread them throughout the 

length and breadth of the coimtry. (Hear, hear.) Mark me, 

Mr. Ghairman, one of the greatest factors that has opened the 

eyes of the Boer, made him read as he never read before — ^I 

know it for a fact — is the effect of this industrious law-abiding 

popolation on the goldfields. The surplus of the coimtry has 

inereased to such an extent he can hardly imderstand it ; but 

be knows perfectly well — as well as any man upon Witwaters- 
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rand — that as long as the industry oontmnes so long will the 
surplus remain and increase. He knows if you disappear that 
surplus will vanish and the old order of afEairs be reverted tq» 
and no man would dislike that more than the burgher of this 
country. (Hear, hear.) 

Therefore, the conclusion I have come to is this : You have 
a friend in the burgher, but, owing to the machinations and on 
accoimt of your own lethargy and indifEerence, you do not know 
it Let your voice be heard. Claim on constitutional lines what 
any man has the right to claim and you will have a friend in 
the burgher, and, in connection with this, your various branches 
of the National Union will be the best means of effecting that 
brotherhood for which all are hoping. (Loud and continued 
applause.) 

The Chairman then annoxmoed than an old burgher of the 
State, who was a Field-Comet of an important district^ would 
address the meeting in Dutch, Mr. Charles Leonard interpreting. 

Mr. W. J. Scheepers (who was greeted with hearty applause) 
said : Gentlemen and friends, as many as there are here. I come 
before you to-night as an old inhabitant of the Transvaal. It 
gives me great pleasure to be invited among you. What has 
been said of other speakers to-night I cannot contradict. (Oheersi) 
I must say, to my sorrow, it is the simple truth. (Loud applause.) 
I am glad that after to-night I cannot call you Uitlanders; I 
must call you strangers, acknowledged by me to-day as co- 
burghers of this State. I am ashamed of the answer that has 
been sent to your Committee. The reason thereof I can fully 
understand. In other years when these difficult matters have 
cropped up, they have been shifted on to the Executive. The 
Executive could then settle them forthwith ; but this year the 
power has been taken from them. If any one says nay to this, 
let him stand up. It gives me great pleasure that strangers 
stand up to-night to speak the truth which for long years has 
been smothered. (Loud applause.) I think if it really came 
to a point of law that there would be himdreds amongst yoa 
present who are equally entitled with myself and other Afri- 
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kanden to the full rights of oitisens — that is, according to law. 
I became an inhabitant of this country in 1861. At that timcy 
if a man resided for one year in the State he became a fall 
dtixen^ He could vote for * (General ' and for the Presidency, 
although he was not himself personally eligible for the presi- 
dentship. In 1866 this was altered. The residence qualification 
was then made five yeara As Mr. Esselen said, the law relating 
to the payment of the £25 was then again changed. Therefore, 
there are himdreds of you that are entitled to the rights of full 
oitiaenSy because you have satisfied the necessary requirements. 
It is not necessary to go far to prove this. Every one of you is en- 
tided to these rights, even if you can only own a stand, and some 
of you have paid himdreds and thousands of potrnds in excess of the 
required amoxmt. I give you credit, burghers, that you stand up 
to-day for your rights, and for justice for yoursdves. You must 
stand shoulder to shoulder to deiend those rights. The goldfields 
have been alluded to to-night. What was the condition of the 
Transvaal before the Band fields were discovered P (Laughter.) 
It was on the verge of bankruptcy. (Hear, hear.) But in what 
position does it stand to-day? Three or four years ago the 
Treasury was so overflowing with coin that the Government 
offered money to lend. (Laughter.) And look at its condition 
now I One thing more, which you may say is a divergence. 
Whem I, a Boer, have been driving a span of oxen five or six 
or ten years, I depend upon them and it is not necessary for 
me to look out for the bad places on the road. But one day 
one of my oxen makes a mistake and then the whole span 
sticks. (Laughter.) Thus it is with our Oovemment. (Cheers.) 
Citizens ! We have trusted them ten or fifteen years. What is 
the case to-day ? The voice of the people is dead, and the Yolks- 
raad together with the President ^ boss the show/ (Loud cheers.) 
Present memorials or don't present memorials — ^it is all the same. 
(Ciheers.) The voice of the people is dead, and we must re- 
awaken it. (Loud cheers.) And, gentlemen and friends, is it in 
oar power; can we get those defaulting, shaky oxen taken out 
of the span, and new ones put inP (Prolonged cheers.) My 
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opinion is that we require a mew President and a new YoIlDi- 
raad. So long as the Yolksraad is established upon its pwcn t 
basis, by which only landed proprietors are eligible lor it^ we 
diall never obtain a redress of our grievances. Look baok Iram 
the year 1840, and sees if one single penny of taxation has been 
levied upon one indi of ground. No, the poor burgher— 4lie 
soldier of the country — ^must sustain the heavy burdens «f the 
State ! Gentlemen, as you will, so I will vote with you. I am 
a raw Afrikander, although I have lived among the Britishefs. 
Justice prevails in the world, but it has yet to prevail in the 
Transvaal ! (Hear, hear.) Gentlemen, so far I have said enough. 
But yet one thing more. (Turning to the Committee), I see that 
so far as the work has been done, it has been well done. But it 
has not gone far enougL We must prepare another petitum in 
urgent terms — ^we are the voice of the people, and must make that 
voice heard. I say we must prepare another memorial to Govern- 
ment, asking them decisively to say who is to vote and who is 
not. And let me tell you Uie time has come when the voice of 
every citizen must make itself heard. We have sofiEered five 
years in iron fetters, and if we make another mistake emh as 
we have made five years ago, we shall have to bear thoee fetters 
five years longer. (Applause.) We must try to get free and 
remain free. (Loud cheera) The half of the Transvaal is 
already in the hands of a few speculators, now it is necessaiy for 
us to try and keep a tittle out of it. (Cheers and laughter.) 
Well, gentlemen, I think I have said enough to-night, and will 
now make room for other speakers. 

(Mr. Scheepers sat down amidst enthusiastic applause, whieh 
was continued for a few minutes. When it subsided three obe&n 
for the last speaker were called for, and were most heartQy given.) 
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REPORT 
From the ^ Standard and Diggers' News/ 

Dated May 29TH, 1893. 

TRANSVAAL NATIONAL UNION. 

AWAKES FROM ITS SLEEP 

AND REVIEWS ITS DEMANDS. 

THEY WILL INSIST.— NO LONGER TO BE PUT OFF. 

Oh Saturday eyening last the large hall of the Stock Exchange 
^vas crowded, to the number of about 800, with an enthusiastic 
and attentive audience called together by the Transvaal National 
Union. A very commodious platform had been erected at one 
€iid of the hall. Amongst those present were the Hon. John 
Todhope, President of the Union, Messrs. 0. Leonard, W. P. 

Fraaer, A. R. Goldring, W. H. Rogers, St. John Carr, Rev. 

D. W. Drew, Jas. Hay, J. Durham, D. Holt, H. Solomon, R. A 

Bettington, H. Adler, E. Lippert, Black, Hudson, Peirson, W. H. 

Adler, Woodford, H. J. Hoffmeyer. A sprinkling of ladies were 

to be seen in the gallery. 

Mr. Tudhopb is hbakd again. 
The Ohairman, on rising to open the proceedings, was warmly 
applauded. He addressed those present as citizens of Johan- 
nesburg, members of the Transvaal National Union, and said he 
was sorry he could not add * electors and burghers of the Stata' 
They were met there once more after an interval of repose to 
resume the agitation for their political rights and liberties which 
for a short time had been interrupted, and he was glad to see by 
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the large attendance that evening the subject had not lost any 
of its importance in their eyes. (Applause.) That they were 
fully alive to the necessity of being represented in &e Oouncils of 
this State, and by their presence there that evening they again 
authorised the Oommittee to recommence the agitation in their 
name. Before giving the meeting the programme of the pio- 
ceedings he desired for a short time to take them back to the 
condition of things political as they existed this time last year. 
They were well aware that in the early part of 1892 political 
matters were dead ; there was no such thing as political feeling in 
Johannesburg. At that time it would have been extremely 
difficult to have got up any meeting to discuss political affidrs 
whatever. The result was tiiat the Gbvemment, emboldened by 
the apparent apathy of the people, proceeded to curtail the few 
liberties they then enjoyed, and further they denied municipal 
rights to them. Johannesburg, he was sorry to say, is still 
without a municipality, a privilege which is enjoyed by the 
meanest towns in the neighbouring Colonies. This state of 
affairs was endured for a time, but at last the people began 
to give expression to their feelings, with the result that the 
Transvaal National Union was brought into existenca It was 
felt that some organiisation was required in order to give public 
expression to the views they held, and which many of them had 
expressed in privata The members of the Union met in their 
first session of Parliament in 1892, and that evening they were 
met in the second session of their great Parliament The meet- 
ings of the Union had been the means of disillusioning the 
people, and had woke the Government up to the fact that there 
is in the coimtry an intelligent body of men who desired to have 
the rights of citizenship, men whose demands were moderate 
but firm, and deserving of consideration. All that the Uni<m 
asked for during its session of 1892 had not been granted by the 
Government, which unfortunately was at the time embarrassed 
by the coming election, and by dissensions amongst themselves; 
but the influence of the Union on the Oovemment had been 
great. Branches of the Union had been formed in various parts» 
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and a manifeBto had been put forward in the Dutch language^ 
and drctdated in most of the principal farmhouses of the State. 
(Apphrase.) They had good reason to believe that the circulation 
of that manifesto, setting forth the demands of the Hitlanders, 
had been of the greatest advantage to their cause. From far 
and near they had heard that the Boers were prepared to agitate 
in fiivour of some of the measures of reform asked for by the 
Vnion, and moreover they knew that there was a very large 
party, an increasing party, in the State who are prepared to 
meet the Union in its demands. (Applause.) Two important 
politieal events had occurred since they last met The first was 
the new election of the members of the Yolksraad, and more 
especially as it concerned Johannesburg the election of another 
member to represent them in the First Yolksraad. (Applause.) 
That was an object-lesson to them on what they were to come 
to. They were reduced to this, that the intelligent mechanic, 
the intelligent miner, the man of business, the man of wealth, 
was excluded from the election, and the nobodies, the obscure 
people who came from their obscurity and voted on the day 
and went back to their obscurity — those were the men who 
returned the member for Johannesburg. (Hear, hear.) Jep- 
pestown, Fordsburg, Doomfontein, Marshall's Township, were 
absent, and Yeldschoendorp and the Brickfields were promi- 
nently conspicuous. (Laughter and applause.) Such an im- 
pression did those scenes make on an old burgher of the 
State, who witnessed them from the steps of the Post-offices, 
that he turned to one of the members of the Union, and exclaimed, 
'I don't wonder the XJitlander feels slighted when you see a 
thing like that, when you see these men allowed a vote and 
you are not.' That was an object-lesson to the inhabitants of 
this country. They had a member in Mr. Jeppe, who was in 
sympathy with their objects. (Applause.) He was pleased to 
know Mr. Jeppe had made an intelligent study of all the great 
questions that had agitated them, and come to a definite resolution 
on them, and he went to the Yolksraad to give expression to 
those feelings when the right time arrived. He beUeved their 
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interests were safe in Mr. Jeppe's hands. He was delighted thejr 
had such a member, but he ought to have been sent by the 
intelligent inhabitants of Johannesburg, and not by the nobodies. 
(Applause.) The next great political event was the election 
of the President, and here, to their shame be it spoken, the 
same obscure individuals voted and put a man into the highest 
position in the State. Why should the members of the National 
Union have taken part in the election of the ruler of this coimtry for 
the next five years when they had no right to do so P (Applause.) 
That was a very important and critical period. If any evidence 
was wanted to show the importance of the National Union it was 
this: They were approached by both parties to assist them in 
the election of President. He did not say it was not a temptation. 
They might have been tempted to make terms and say: 'If 
you give us all we require we will help you to elect Mr. Eruger/ 
but they resisted the temptation. (Applause.) The temptation 
came £rom another side — the opposite party in the State. Bepeated 
attempts were made to convert their platform into a party plat- 
form. They resisted that attempt. (Applause.) As the agitation 
proceeded great excitement prevailed on both sides. He was 
in possession of most authentic information that a crisis in this 
State had only just safely been passed through. He knew it 
had been the cue of some newspapers to minimise that crisia. 
He did not wish to exaggerate it at all, but he was in the posses- 
sion of the most authentic information that the feelings of the 
country population on this question were so aroused that civil war 
was at that time in the near future. (Applause.) Supposing 
for one moment that they had deviated from their attitude of 
reserve and neutrality, and thrown their influence into one side 
or the other, would not the past have been embittered to the 
last degree ? They would have made a cat's paw to take the 
chestnuts out of the fire for one side or the other, and they refused 
to be put in that humiliating position. They saw clearly they 
might either by resistance or foolish influence peril the peace 
and safety of this State, and they, he thought, wisely abstained 
from taking part in that great and important contest. (Applause.) 
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Wliat did that prove P Did it not prove, if anything, that they 
were as worthy to possees the franchise as the men he had de- 
scribed P (Applansa) Did it not prove, if anything, they were 
loyal to the constitution and government of this State, that they 
refused to make themselves a party to do anything that would 
embroil the State and bring any outside interference in P That 
was what the Union had been taunted witL They had been 
taunted over and over again that members of the Union were 
not moved by patriotic motives, but selfish motives, in order to 
bring about the retrocession of the independence of this State. 
He said they had proved most conclusively they were anxious to 
preserve that independence and to have a strong hold upon the 
affections of the people. (Applause.) He had frequently been 
asked why he, a British subject — and he could be taken as a 
representative British subject, being an ex-servant of the Crown 
of England — should have thrown himself into this agitation, and 
come forward to strengthen a Government which was in direct 
opposition to the aims and objects of the British nation. This 
question had been put to him not only in the press, but by a good 
many people. He had been asked why he should work for the 
independence of a State which, in time and the ordinary course 
of events, would finally be absorbed and become part of the 
surrounding States. His reasons for taking the course he had 
followed were manifold. In the first place, he, as a citizen in 
a foreign country, desired to observe the laws and constitution of 
that Stata Such a citizen, moreover, when he came to possess 
property in the State of his adoption, when he observed the laws 
and took upon himself the responsibilities imposed by laws, 
became also entitled to the privileges conferred by the law. The 
one could not be separated from the other. (Cheers.) The 
foreigner, or Uitlander, when he came to have a stake in the 
country, when he paid taxes, when he devoted his time to public 
duties, when he observed the laws, became part and parcel of the 
State. In this country, in the towns as well as outside, a large 
majority was in favour of a republican form of Gt)vemment. 
If an attempt were made to destroy it, such attempt would bring 
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about a oiTil war, and the man who did it would be a traitor to 
the oonntry. It was their desire to protect this republican form 
ol €k>Temment and the constitntion of the country. Under ex- 
isting circumstances, however, he could hardly say that the 
present form of Gk>yemment in this country was republioaa. 
In &cty it was not. It was an autocratic, a bureaucratic form 
of Oovemment. (Applause.) If the Gk>yemment were made 
tmly repuUican, 'broad based upon the people's will/ it would 
gain eyerywhere, and would find cordial support among all 
sections of the people, the agricultural, the commercial, indua- 
trial, and mining populations alike. There would then be a 
proper co-operation among the different elements in the State 
to support the ruling power, which would tend to produce and 
increase the respect of the GoTcmment. The object of the 
Transvaal National Union was to obtain this true Republican 
Gk>yemment. They wanted to spread the principles of suck 
Gk>yemment in all quarters until it leayened the whole. He 
desired to set the objects of the Union clearly forth, and in doing 
so he was certain the Union would have the eympathy of every 
inhabitant of the State, whether in town or country. Those were 
the reasons why the Union had begun a new session. During 
the interval they had materially broadened the organization, and 
they now took the field again to express the people's wilL The 
speaker then went on to explain the different resolutions which 
were to be brought before the meeting, and concluded his speech 
amidst loud applause. 

Mr. Charles Leonard moved the first resolution, which ran aa 
follows : — 

'That this meeting of the Transvaal National Union has 
observed with profound regret and diRsatisfaction, that in 
the speech of his Honour the President, at the opening of 
the Yolksraad, there was no recognition of the political 
disabilities under which the new population of the State 
is labouring, more especially their disqualification to vote, 
and their inadequate representation in the Yolksraad ; and 
they desire again to press the justice of their elaims on 
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the oonsideration oi the €k>Terximent and Legialatare of 

the State.' 
In doing bo, he said he had heard it frequently remarked 
during the last lour or fiye months, and indeed quite recently, 
that the National Union was dead. He thought the moat 
emphatic refutation of that statement was to he found in the 
&ct of the meeting that was being held that night. In fact^ the 
National Union had been neither dead nor asleep, or if they had 
been sleeping, they had been sleeping like the sailor, with one eye 
open. (Laughter.) He thought the terms of the resolution he had 
to propose were sufficient to commend themselves to those present. 
It was, perhaps, necessary to go over the history of the country 
of the past few months in some degree in order to link together the 
history of the National Union. Some time ago, as the chairman 
had told them, the National Union had published a pamphlet setting 
out in moderate language what the aims and claims of the National 
Union were. He was sorry to say that that Tcry moderate 
pamphlet was met by a response in the Pre&s newspaper — the 
Oovemment organ — in which, in the vilest possible taste, the 
members of the National Union were classed as liars, traitors, and 
snakes in the grass, in fact, the vilest epithets the writer could 
think of, the fundamental object of which was to class them as 
traitors who sought to undermine the independence of the State. 
He asked all those present to say that such an insinuation was a 
lie. (' It is a lie ' and applause.) The article which appeared in 
the paper referred to bore most unmistakable evidence that it was 
not the imaided effort of a Transvaal burgher, but was the out- 
come of a coalition of certain members of the Government and the 
Hollanders (hear, hear), a coalition which, possibly dire in its 
inception, had ripened until its imholy alliance threatens to over- 
whelm the liberties of the people of this Bepublic. He hurled 
the insinuations cast in that article back on the writer with indig- 
nation and contempt. (Applause.) It had been stated that the 
views expressed in the article he referred to had the approval of 
the President. How far that might be true or not he was not in 
a position to say ; but he was quite certain that it did not repre- 
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eent the honest sentiments of the Boers of this country, the senti- 
ment on which they had to rely with regard to makiTig this 
Gonntiy a nation ; and they would be paying a very poor tribute 
to the true sense, the fundamental sense, of justice in the Boer if 
they reoeiyed it as a manifesto representing his views. It did not 
represent the Boer's views, but the exotic views of interested men. 
He also had, in this instance, the very pleasant duty of 
referring to a newspaper published in Johannesburg. Last year, 
he thought, the National Union were a little bit impatient under 
the criticism of that paper, although, perhaps, sometimes the 
National Union might have been unfair in their conclusions with 
regard to that paper, and perhaps sometimes that paper was not 
quite &ir towards the National Union. He referred to the Standard 
and Diggers* News. On the principle that there was more joy in 
Heaven in the repentance of one sinner than the righteousness of 
one hundred and one others, he thought he might refer with the 
strongest satisfaction to the principles lately propounded in the 
leading articles of that paper. He would like to read a few 
extracts from articles which had appeared in that journal in the 
present month bearing upon the subject of the National Union, 
and he might say, in justice to the Standard and Diggers* News^ 
that he had taken the trouble to compare an article published in 
that paper in August of 1892, which he found was a good, honest 
criticism, and possibly that criticism did them (the National 
Union) good. He was sure that every one would welcome heartily 
any good, honest criticism, which was calculated to properly 
influence men's minds, and, therefore, they ought not to slang the 
newspapers when they read in them home truths, which were the 
underlying sentiments of the people. That was all they wanted. 
The Digger^ News also published sentiments like these : — 

' But this we do ask, that some steps shall be taken here and 
now towards receiving the newer element into the heart of 
things, towards making of the whole a robust, righteous, 
and representative Bepublic. The numbers of the New 
Accretion increase daily, and with them that irresistible 
impetus towards equality, which nothing can resist. Then 
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why not find for it an outlet, howerer small, rather than 

attempt to dam it up altogether? The Boer cannot, 

surely, think for a moment of measuring forces with the 

serried phalanx of fortune-seekers, and with public opinion 

that wells within limits all too narrow. And if not, then 

an outlet must be found, and the act of acknowledgment and 

acceptance done as gracefully and as quickly as possible. 

It is for these reasons disappointing that the initiative 

is not taken in the proper place — the President's speecL' 

This was his key-note (hear, hear), and embraced what he had to 

say that night. He could not have described it so well had he 

not quoted the Diggers* News. Again, on the 23rd May : — 

* For Paul Sjruger must see, if any one sees, that the back- 
ward Boer who opposes all sorts and conditions of en- 
lightened suggestions is a danger to the country, is a 
person to be combated and opposed ; he must see that there 
is a sweet reasonableness in the '* opposition '' that has 
already arisen: he must see that light and learning are 
streaming in through the medium of the Smartened Six ; 
he must see that the requirements of the country demand 
immediate and reasonable recognition of Bepublican rights 
— ^liberty, equality, fraternity; he must understand that 
the whole scheme of Boer existence demands to be 
smartened in order to be saved — ^that the Boer must evolve 
or evaporata' 
Here was another iEurticle from the Standard and Diggers* News 
worth quoting, dated 26th May : — 

* The desire to obtain it has a two-fold origin. In the first 
place, one desires to see the State consolidated for its own 
sake, so that it may be strengthened ; and, in the next 
place, one and all know and feel that the secret of our 
immediate individual prosperity lies in the establishment 
of a popular Government that shall be respected for its 
love of justice and shall earn the esteem of other nations. 
To-day it is by no means based on the people's will ; the 
minority — at any rate, the seeming minority — has the 
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monopoly of power, and there it no liberty, nor equality, 
nor fraternity. If only the Boers, having eyes, wonid seel 
having ears, would hear I For, manifestly, here and now 
the grandest opportunities ofiEer for him to begin de novo 
on a new and National basis, where one and all shall meet 
as brothers, and the poUtioal structure shall be at once 
seemly and sound. To ignore this glorious opportunity for 
growing into something glorious and great will be mid- 
summer madness. And so long as the Union argues on 
these lines, and restricts itself to them, it will argue 
logically and well, and the Boer must find it good business 
— even if it be nothing else— to listen to it. For a deaf ear 
must mean desolation, disbandment, disappearanca' 
And more to the same purpose. He thought he had read quite 
su£Scient to show that the editor of the Diggers* News was very 
well qualified to be on the platform of the National Union. 
(Oheers.) Now, there was another newspaper he should like to 
refer to, namely, the Press of Pretoria, the paper he had already 
said had published the vile manifesto. He said distinctly 
nothing justified the terms used. He found but two months ago 
an article was published which advised the granting of the 
franchise to the people, and justified the pamphlet it had vilified 
before. He found this in the Press, and naturally thought the 
President was going to give them something, and in thinking 
this they looked forward to a statement of what would be given 
them, and in that belief they had held aloo^ as their chairman 
said. In thus holding aloof, they claimed great credit. If they 
had taken part in the recent election they could have done 
no good; they would have discredited themselves. (Laughter.) 
He wished them to understand that they would have been mis- 
interpreted. They claimed great credit for moderation towards 
the Government of the country. He wished to make some 
reference to the President's speech to the Uitlanders. It was 
nothing but disappointment. 

Last year, in a written communication, the President admitted 
(Ist) that the Uitlander was in the majority, and (2nd) that the 
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frmdhiae laws were not jnst^ and he said he was prepared to 
nqpport a fall measure of the franchise beyond that now fixed by 
law. But what kind of franohise did the President want to foist 
i^Km them P Just to select trustworthy persons to the franchise, 
and allow them to vote for trustworthy persons. But they could 
not trust the €h>yemment to select trustworthy persons. The 
Chnremment would only select those persons who would support 
the present form of Ooyemment. Now, he said the President 
was bound to redeem his promise to give a full franchise, and 
that they were right to make some reference to the disabilities 
under which they laboured. They had just cause to make their 
voices heard that night on the subject No justifiable reference 
whatever had been made to their present condition. 

They were told last year, when they forwarded their resolu- 
tions to the Yolksraad — ^told by the Gbvemment — that they were 
too late to lay them before the Yolksraad that session, implying 
that they would be laid before the Baad this present session. This 
should haye appeared in the Presidential speech. They knew 
perfectly well, too, that the likelihood was that unless they pressed 
with no uncertain voice for their political rights, they were likely 
Co be thrown over for another year. They were told that a 
measure must be published three months before it could come 
before the Yolksraad. Where was the Bill P The President had 
not published a Bill, and it appeared to him that they were 
between the devil and the deep sea. (Laughter.) The President 
would not do anything for them, nor the Baad neither. An 
illustration of the conception some members of the Baad had as to 
their duties would be found in a story recently told him. In 
voting on a certain measure, one of the oldest members of the 
Baad said to another, 'Don't you know what you are doing P 
Don't you know that the Oovemment introduced that measure, 
and you must not criticise itP' (Laughter.) And that is the 
way in which the business of the coimtry is carried on. It was 
absolutely impossible to say that any measure that might be 
introduced would be discussed by the Yolksraad, because it was by 
no means improbable that the Government would bring up a 
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report on it at the end of the sefiflion, and then the members would 
go home to their wives. 

If the speech made by the President at the opening of the 
Yolksraad was disappointing, there was at least some reason lor 
his silence, because at the time it was trembling in the balance 
whether the President got £8000 a year and the other sweets of 
office or not. The speech after his (the President's) election was 
most disappointing. The following was all he had to say to the 
many thousands who had come into the State and made it what it 
is : — * To the new burghers, I say, it gives me pleasure that yon 
are prepared to work with ns for the common cause — the welfare 
of the State. For remedial measures for yourselves and your 
wants you can turn to me as head of the State, and I will 
endeavour to further your interests. Work with us, and yon 
work for yourselves. Strangers, those of you who refuse to bid 
&rewell to the countries of your birth, you are also welcome here. 
You will be protected by the laws that protect the burghers of the 
land ; and if you return to your native lands, and come back here, 
you will be welcome again.' (Laughter.) That was all the Pre- 
sident had to say to the strangers — ^that they were welcome. He 
should think so, and he should think, further, that the Govern- 
ment would only be too glad to welcome some thousands more in 
order to tax them, take all the brains out of them, and deny them 
the rights of citizenship. The President said, * Work with us,' 
the very thing the members of the National Union were asking to 
do, and yet were refused the right to do. It was all very 
well for the President to ask the Uitlanders to work with the 
Gh>vemment and still deny them political rights. 

The country had not been made what it is by the Government; 
it had prospered of its great natural wealth, because of its mineral 
resources. The public works of the country were in foreign hands, 
in the hands of a foreign company which had shown its utter 
inability to cope with them. (Applause.) The administration of 
justice was in a parlous condition, murder was stalking abroad 
undetected and unpunished, and there were other serious griev- 
ances for which the Government was responsible. With a wiser 
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legidation, the burdens of the people would be reduced, and more 
capital would be attracted to the country. The President said to 
them : ' Turn to me as head of the State.' (Laughter.) What 
was the result of all the cries that the Uitlanders had sent to the 
President P Nothing, except that their deputations had been 
repeatedly snubbed, and that was not a position in which a free 
people should be placed. The people wanted their rights to be 
determined by their representatives in Parliament. (Applause.) 
They wanted the principle that taxation went with representation 
enforced in this State. They were asking the people of this 
country to put the President right in his conception of republican 
institutions. (Applause.) They knew what the position would 
be. It meant they would have to go to one individual in the 
State, and he was only their Chief Magistrate, for a distribution 
of favours, which meant fighting for his own hand, and enabling 
him to play one section off against another, and to take full 
advantage of the inherent selfishness of human nature. (Applause.) 
If there was anything in that speech it lay in the words, * You 
who refuse to give up allegiance to your native country are 
welcome while you stay here, and when you go back, if you choose 
to come back again, you will be welcome.' The President who 
made that speech knew there was a vast population here, with 
vast interests, who meant to stay in this country, and by their 
conduct and enterprise had entitled themselves to be treated as 
citizens. It was not just to them such words should be addressed 
to them. 

Nine months ago he (Mr. Leonard) said they wanted to work 
with the Boer, and not against him, to get political reform, and 
he repeated that statement. The National Union had no other 
higher aspiration than to make one body of citizens through this 
Bepublic, and to make it a true Republic. (Applause.) He said 
then the people who pointed out to the Boer the rocks ahead of 
him were his truest and best friends. He repeated that state- 
ment. They had to-day not more than 20,000 old burghers, 
ranging from boys of sixteen years of age. The President had 
admitted that the Uitlanders outnumbered that population, and he 
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ventured to say in five years (it was snffioient for his argomeaat to 
say ten years) they would have 160,000 Uitlanders in this Stata 
Was it wise, was it just, to continue this poUoyP And if 
not, were not the people who showed this to the Boer his best 
friends P (Applause.) He wished to pay a tribute to the iftirit 
of reform abroad in the hearts of the Boers. He had spc^en to 
many of them, and had found the same reasonable spirit. He 
wished also to pay a tribute to the very good spirit to be found in 
many members of the Second Yolksraad. A leading membsr 
of the Second Yolksraad had said he was quite prepared to 
commit political suicide by voting for the extinction of the 
Chamber. He said * Hear, hear ' to that. They wanted to get 
the Second Yolksraad abolished. One Yolksraad was enough fbr 
one people. They wanted it to be felt, to be understood, that by 
their conduct in the past they had become entitled to the rights 
and privileges of citusens, the right to help in the building up of 
the Bepublio on a broad and sure foundation. (Applausa) 

Mr. James Hay came forward to second the resolution. It 
gave him great pleasure, he said, to do so, but the pleasure was 
not altogether unalloyed. He had hoped that there would be no 
more necessity to appear again before the citizens of Johannes- 
burg for the purpose of asking them to urge npon Gk>V6mnieat 
their claims for representation. If the President had carried out 
the promises made when he was travelling the country, as they 
had the right to expect he would, it would not now be necessary 
to call them together again. But then the President would have 
had to publish, in the ordinary course of law, a draft bill, by 
which justice should be done to the inhabitants of the State. 
That had, however, not been done, and so they were compelled to 
call them together once more, to urge upon the Gk>vemment to 
grant them those liberties, without which there could be no true 
Bepublic. It was unjust to speak of them as new-comers or 
Uitknders. They had now been long enough in the oountry, 
and had so far identified themselves with its progress and inde- 
pendence of the State that they had a right to claim citizenship 
There was, however, another reason, besides this somewhat 
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Mnthnental one, why they should be granted full liberties, and 
this reason was a purely practical one. It was a wrong policy to 
diyide the inhabitants of the State into two classes, thereby 
giving them divided interesta Under such circumstances there 
eould be no true prosperity. Only by pulling together in one 
direction could the true prosperity of the State be secured, a 
prosperity that would make the nation respected at home and 
feared abroad. This could be the case only if all the inhabitants 
were allowed to bear the burden of the State, if all were equally 
allowed to take part in and share the responsibilities of the 
Government. That was the reason why they had again been 
ealled together, to urge upon Government to recognise the rights 
of the people who have laboured diligently, and who have done 
ererything to prove themselves good citizens. 

What was the position at present? Government was afraid 
that the so-called new-comers in the State would make common 
cause with people outside, to the detriment of the independence of 
the Bepublic That fear was, however, wholly without founda- 
tion. He, for one, was utterly opposed to any outside help. They 
wanted to develop the resources of this country, and that they 
were quite capable to do without any assistance from the outside. 
But this apprehension on the part of the Government produced a 
somewhat anomalous if not dangerous state of affairs. The 
present state of things might be likened to an inverted pyramid, 
which threatened every minute to topple down because it had not 
sufficient support. That danger came from above, where the 
weight is. Let the pyramid be placed upon a broad and sound 
foundation, that is, the will of the people, and all would be safe. 
The one great question before them at this juncture, the one 
point they must hold in view, was to get their rights as citizens 
acknowledged and granted them. They got a good deal of advice 
from all quarters. People were advising the Union to do this, 
that, and the other, and to try for all sorts of things. But their 
first object was to secure the franchise, so that they might be 
enabled to take part in the making of the laws of the country so 
that they might be good for all. Other objects there were also, 
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which should be sought after, but it would be a mistake lor die 
Union to strive for them now, before the main point is settled. 

The water question was one which affected Johannesburg 
alone, and while he, personally, might give his support to 
Johannesburg with regard to this particular subject, yet he did 
not think it was one of the questions which should be adyooated 
from a National Union platform. Another person had suggested 
to him that it was the duty of the National Union to interfere in 
the question of smallpox. He replied that, as far as he could see^ 
the smallpox had nothing whatever to do with the question of 
securing the franchise and good government (laughter), but lay 
within the province of other citizens, who would doubtless do their 
duty, and at the same time look after their own interests. 
Some one else thought it was the province of the Union to take 
some interest in the Swazieland question. Well, it was for the 
very reason that he took some interest in this country that he 
thought it was not advisable that the National Union should 
display any active interest in the Swazieland question. The 
matter had been discussed by the President and the Governor of 
the Cape Colony at Colesberg. What actually took place at the 
Conference had not transpired, and the public were informed by 
the press that another interview on the subject was to be held in 
Pretoria. He thought, therefore, that it would ill become the 
members of the National Union, as citizens of this Republic, 
while the matter was imder discussion with his Honour the 
President, and while he was endeavouring to secure Swazieland 
under the best terms, to interfere. Should they do so they would 
in all probability only be hampering the President, and preventing 
him from attaining his object. It was the duty of the National 
Union, in his opinion, to confine themselves to the one particular 
object which interested every new-comer into the country, from 
the extreme borders of the Transvaal to its very centre, viz., 
that each resident in the Republic should receive the franchise — 
and no other extraneous matters should at present be allowed to 
interfere with that great object they all had in view. He 
thought if they bore that in mind they would see that there was no 
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reason whateyer that should preclude any man from becoming a 
member of the TJniony irrespectiye of all minor differences of 
opinion that might exist among certain sections of the public with 
regard to other questions. 

By their presence there that eyening it was proved that they 
took a deep interest in that matter ; and he felt confident that if 
the Union continued to urge their claims upon the Oovemment 
that they would eventually induce them to grant the new-comers 
some measure of relief. (Applausa) It was not to be thought of 
for a moment that they would succeed in one effort. They must 
be prepared to go on and on until they finally did succeed, and 
that was the reason they were asked, in the last resolution which 
would be proposed, that they should send a deputation to Pretoria 
to lay the matter once more before the President and the 
Executive, in order that they might be enabled to see that the 
new-comers intended to ask and ask until they got what they 
wanted. (Applause.) He, personally, was of opinion that the 
President himself would by this time see the necessity of doing 
something for the Uitlanders, and would bring in a measure 
which would meet with the approval of the majority of the people 
of this country. Then they would all be enabled to welcome the 
incoming population into this State without any fear whatever. 
But if this matter of the franchise were continually shelved by 
the Government, and the population went on increasing without 
the Constitution being placed on a broad and satisfactory basis, 
nothing but trouble could ensue, to the disadvantage of every one 
in the Stata (Applause.) 

The resolution was then put and carried unanimously, and 
with applause. 

The Ballot. 

Mr. St. John Carr then moved the following resolution : — 
*That this meeting is of opinion that any measure for the 
extension of the franchise should be accompanied by a 
Ballot Act, to be applicable at least to all mining centres, 
and further, that the naturalisation fee should be reduced 
from £5 to 5^., so as to be within the reach of all classes.' 
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He said it would be noticed that the Ballot Act the Union 
advocated provided that it ahoidd be made applicable at least to 
all mining centres ; and it might be desirable to explain to the 
meeting why they had formulated their request in that manner. 
They had to take into consideration the prejudices which were 
said to exist among the burgher* population to the application of 
any such Act among themselves. And, as a matter of faot, there 
was really no urgent necessity for such an Act as &r as they (tiie 
burghers) were concerned. With regard to the mining centres it 
was very different. There numbers of people were employed, and 
it was desirable, in fact necessary, that they should have an 
opportunity of availing themselves of such protection as the Ballot 
Act would provide. The resolution he proposed would, he 
thought, also serve the purpose of meeting a widespread objeo- 
tion that had been raised, viz., that any extension of ^e franchise 
that the Union advocated, without a simultaneous passing of the 
Ballot Act, would have the effect of placing preponderating power 
in the hands of employers of labour, who might exercise undue 
influence on the enfranchised voter. And, secondly, it would 
serve to refute the sinister aspersion that had been breathed that 
the National Union had purposely refrained from taking up the 
question of the Ballot Act, so that opportunities might remain for 
the employers of labour to exercise that imdue inflnenoa He 
thought he need hardly refute such an aspersion cast on thoee 
who were charged with carrying on the work of the National 
Union ; the resolution itself answered it, and entirely refuted the 
suspicion he referred to. The ballot was a distinct plank in the 
platform of the National Union. 

If it was questioned why they had not taken this up an a 
distinct subject before, he might state that they expected and 
looked forward to, in the event of any Franchise Act being 
passed, that all necessary safeguards would accompany the ] ;»«*iTig 
of the Act, so that the people would fully and freely enjoy the 
benefits of the Act. However, for the considerations he alluded 
to, and those he had not mentioned, they had decided to press for 
the granting of a Ballot Act at the same time as the extension of 
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the Franchise Act, and in doing that carry out the programme 
started by their organization and their platform; that is, they 
desired to obtain for all dasses of the country equal rights, and 
that without trenching on the rights of the older population of 
the country. They said that the Ballot Act would prove a good 
and desirable safeguard in securing freedom and purity of 
election, and, moreover, would ensure the free, unfettered expres- 
sion of the will of the people. (Hear, hear.) It was to the will 
of the people that they looked as the foundation of the Gk>yem- 
ment of the country, which should rest upon the principle which 
underlaid all their efforts, that they wished the will of the people 
to take the position it ought in the Gbvemment of the country. 
Although they found a big officer in the State who from time to 
time emphatically proclaimed that principle, there was, strange to 
say, considerable hesitation displayed in the application of the 
principle as far as the major portion of the population was con- 
cerned. (Hear, hear.) He thought that was what they main- 
tained, that good gOTemment should rest upon the will of the 
people. The knowledge that proceeded from the hearts and the 
will of the people could alone enable the wisdom of the Legis- 
lature to direct its power as it should do. The three elements, 
knowledge, wisdom, and power, were the three essential elements 
in a good government. If one of these elements was missing or 
defective, good government could not result. If they looked at 
the past struggles of the people they would see that knowledge, 
wisdom, and power had proved successful. Whenever these had 
been wanting, their efforts had proved unavailing and not in- 
structive, destruction and revolution had resulted. (Cheers.) If 
those present took the case of the country, they found they had 
the Baad to represent wisdom. (Laughter.) They had the 
President and the Executive Council to represent power; but it 
oould not be said that they (the President, Executive Council, and 
the Baad) had the knowledge which was the mind and will of the 
people. Only a small section, the minority, were empowered to 
give effect to the public will in the Legislature. The result was 
that the major portion of the population was cut off from the 
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political page, and the effect on govemment and legislation 
such as he need not describe to any one there. 

Now, it was to remedy these dangerous effects that they were 
set npon, and in that work they claimed to haye the support of 
every right-minded and honest man in the country. (Cheers.) 
The resolution he proposed to them was a means to that end, for it 
sought to supply the principle that they wanted to establish there, 
that the Government should rest upon the will of the people, to 
take up that position in the State necessary to establish good 
govemment in the country. They wanted the Legislature to 
have the benefit of the knowledge that proceeded from the hearts 
and minds and will of the people. The people would then obtain 
all the benefits of a Government, as it would then rest on right 
principles. These reasons had been expressed over and over again, 
and had obtained credence throughout the world. He had 
endeavoured to show that night that on the score of expediency 
this resolution was also worthy of consideration. The question he 
asked them to arrive at was that, strong in the justice of ihia 
request, they were determined to demand and insist upon a satis- 
factory reply. (Hear, hear.) There had been time enough for 
the consideration of the altered position of the affairs of the 
coimtry, and ample time for the realisation of the &ct that this 
position should be considered without delay. The people had 
faithfully rendered to the State what was due to the State, and 
the time had come when the State should faithfully render to the 
people what was due to the people. (Loud cheers.) 

Mr. D. Holt said it was with extreme pleasure that he accepted 
the responsibility of supporting the resolution before the meeting. 
The question of ballot was undoubtedly one of the most important 
subjects that had been brought before the people by the Com* 
mittee of the National Union. Whether it was advisable to make 
the question of the extension of the franchise to the Uitlander 
contingent on naturalisation, or to allow the Uitlander to stand 
on his own basis, was a matter of opinion ; but to his mind the 
question of the franchise and the ballot should stand foremost in 
the programme of every political society. The essence of true 
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liberty undoubtedly stood on free and independent opinions, and 
true liberty could only exist by giving every man a rigbt to 
Mcord bis vote without endangering his livelihood or his life. 
Tnie ballot was the only means by which both could be secured. 
The English Government, although a sovereignty, was recognised 
as the most liberal government in Europe, because it does every- 
thing to safeguard tiie liberty and independence of the people in 
the matter of voting. Many people contended that if a man 
ipnshed to adopt a certain platform he should do so in an open 
manner. He would agree with that were it not that freedom of 
epeech or action oftentimes endangered a man's prospects. Man 
^was bom to rule, but when capital and influence were brought to 
laear on him, it frequently endangered his livelihood and proa- 
yecta. There was one thing he would like to impress upon them 
iPFith regard to the ballot. As an old Eimberley resident, he was 
:£rmly convinced that if the people of the Diamond Fields had 
liad the ballot as they demanded years ago, Eimberley would hot 
now stand in the miserable position which she does. He hoped, 
therefore, that the people of Johannesburg would see to it, that 
the same thing did not follow here, by doing their utmost to 
obtain the ballot, and so secure that freedom of expressing their 
desires at elections which was their birthright, without having to 
submit to the voice of the employer. As an employer, he might 
say that he trusted the people, and he hoped they would do all in 
their power to take away from employers the possibility of being 
able to interfere with their freedom of voting at elections. 
(Applausa) He had much pleasure in supporting the proposition 
before the meeting. 

A Working Man Speaks. 

Mr. Raitt also supported the motion, and said he desired to 
express what he believed to be the opinion of the working men 
on that distinctly working man's question — the ballot. He 
believed that the attitude of the working men regarding that 
most important question, and the other questions agitated by the 
National Union to-day, was the same as when the National Union 
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was started. They were determined to have their rights and 
privileges, and at the same time to loyally uphold the indepen* 
dence of the State. He was of opinion that the working classes 
would hold on to this object with dogged tenacity until it had 
been attained. He did not know how any woridng man could 
withhold his support from the National Union, because it seemed 
to him that if any one would be benefited by the carrying out of 
the programme of that body, it was the working classes. He 
could only say, if, under the new rigime they were asking for, the 
working classes were not the strongest body, it would be their 
own fault. (Applause.) He supported the franchise, because he 
believed it was the best thing for all parties concerned. In the 
first instance, he had not the slightest hesitation in saying he 
belieyed it the best thing for the Boers. (Applausa) He was 
bound to respect the Boers to a considerable extent, not so much 
perhaps for what they were at present, but for what they were 
capable of becoming. (Loud laughter.) He had not had the 
pleasure of being so intimately acquainted with the Boers of this 
country as other gentlemen who had preceded him on the plat- 
form, but he had lived with the burghers of the Gape Colony. 
He knew their social prejudices had been nearly done away with, 
and that there was little or no difference between the Boer 
farmers of the Cape Colony and their British neighboura If 
there was any difference it was that the Boer, if anything, was 
more intelligent, more civilised. (Loud laughter.) This state- 
ment he was prepared to support by adducing a fact. (Oh, oh.) 
During the time when he was among these Boer farmers there 
was an election for the Cape Government Legislature. Among 
the candidates that were brought forward was one who pledged 
himself to support the most conservative measures. He was 
ignominiously kept at the bottom of the poll, whereas the other 
candidate, who was of a progressive nature, was placed at the top 
of the poll by the Boers. (A voice : * What part? ') It was in 
the Queenstown district in June, 1891, so far as he recollected. 
(Applause.) He believed the besetting sin of the Boers in this 
country was their conservatism, and if it was persisted in would 
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be their min. If they would adopt a wiser policy, and admit 
the new-comers with them into the franchise, it would certainly 
be their salvationy and instead of being backward and ignorant^ 
they would be in a few years one of the most forward and pro* 
^ressiye nations on the face of the earth. (Applausa) To come 
more particularly to the question that concerned himself and his 
f ellowSy he believed if the measures they were advocating became 
law, if the reforms the National Union was agitating for became 
ihe law of the State, the status of the working man in the 
Transvaal would be very much better that it was to-day. (Hear, 
liear.) 

He regretted to say there was a feeling among some of the 
working classes against the personnel of the members of the 
Committee of the Transvaal Union. (Hear, hear.) Whether it 
was on good grounds or bad grounds, he was not prepared to say. 
Personally, he had very little sympathy with it, but he held that 
argument was no reason at all for them abstaining from support- 
ing those measures. (Applause.) If there were working men 
who really believed there were certain persons in the Union who 
were working for selfish ends, with a political object, apparently 
it was more necessary to obtain the franchise so that they might 
have power to defeat their object. (Applause.) They should 
support the resolution and get the ballot, so that no influence 
could curtail their liberties. Mr. Holt had said that the ballot 
would secure independence of voting to the working man, but 
this was an opinion from which he differed. He thought that on 
the Band there were a good number of working men who would 
vote according to their convictions, no matter what the employers 
might say or do, and if any one dared to interfere, they would 
most likely tell the meddler to mind his own business in language 
more forcible than elegant. Nevertheless, working men should 
secure the ballot, so as to protect their weaker comrades against 
intimidation. As to the National Union, he could only say that 
if they carried out the generous policy sketched out by them, 
they would have the cordial support of the working men. 
(Loud applause.) 
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Mr. Shanks, another Labour-Unionist, followed in the saine 
strain. 

This resolution was also carried without opposition. 

Tariff. 

Mr. W. Hosken said the resolution he had been asked to 
propose was as follows : — 

^That this meeting eamestlj directs the attention of the 
Gtoyemment to the oppressive and unequal nature of the 
existing Customs Tarifi, more especially as it bears upofi 
the necessaries of life, and respectfully requests the 
Gtovemment to introduce the required measures of relief 
and adjustment in the Yolksraad, at an early date during 
the present session.' 
He then proceeded to read a number of extracts from news- 
papers and other publications bearing on the subject in hand- 
In this State, he said, although we claimed to be under a 
Republican form of government, the mode of taxation was about 
as widely divergent from such a form of government as it waa 
possible to be; and although for the present purpose he was 
willing to admit that through the Custom House might be 
found the readiest means for obtaining the revenue for the 
government of the State, yet he held that the tarifE as it at 
present stood was manifestly unjust and unfair, and particularly 
so with regard to the working-class portions of the community. 
He would like to point out that in the first place the Transvaal 
was not an agricultural nor a manufacturing country, but essen- 
tially a mining country, and from an industrial and exporting 
standpoint it was nothing more. It could not even provide 
sufficient food for the inhabitants, whether black or white, and the 
only right policy for the State was to study the one great 
industry — ^the backbone of the country, and remove every obstacle 
from the path of that industry. What, however, did they find 
was the action of the Gh)vemment towards that industry? They 
found that excessive duties were placed on articles of consumptioii 
necessary to that industry ; and, worse still, they found most pro- 
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liifaitiTe dati^ pUoe4 on lood-Btofb necessary for the workers in 
this ind^istry, 

For instance, the item of cement, which costs in Portland 
about 5«. 6d. per cask, and which could be laid down in Johannes- 
1>iirg at 41«. to 42«. per cask, without special duty — they found 
the Qoyemment had placed a tax of 20«. per cask on that 
most necessary article. With regard to coke, which at home only 
ooet 40s. per ton, the Gbvemment had put an extra duty of no 
less than £5 per ton on this almost indispensable article — ^in order 
to aid the local industry. (Laughter.) As to food-stuffs, an even 
more iniquitous state of affairs was found, for flour that costs in 
AiistraUa about £10 per ton is taxed by the Gtovemment to the 
extent of 80 per cent, on the original cost of the articla Such a 
tax was unprecedented in the history of the civilised world. 
Baoon was also taxed to the extent of 200 per cent, and so on, he 
might say, throughout the whole commercial gamut. Yet in 
spite of everything the paternal Government of this Bepublio 
pat a duty of 7^ per cent, on flour, and on top of that a special 
duty of 25«. per 100 lbs. The Government crowned its efforts in 
this direction, however, by the duty put on fresh eggs. First 
oomes the general tax of 7^ per cent., and after that the special 
duty of 6d, per dozen. That was the policy of the Gt>vemment, 
acoepted by the Yolksraad. The strongest expression of disap- 
proval they could frame to condemn this state of things would 
not be out of keeping. With regard to manufactures the case 
was equally bad. It was well known that the Government here 
ware strong protectionists. Protection had, however, been proved 
a failure in Australia and America, where they had been trying 
to bolster up their industries by protectionist tariffs. The conse- 
qqenee had been, however, failure and disaster instead of success 
and prosperity. He regretted that the one newspaper which had 
eertmnly in other respects and particularly regarding the franchise 
question, spoken with good sense, supported the Government in 
this baneful policy. And yet the worst had still to be told. Not 
ooly did the Government fleece and cripple the one legitimate 
industry of the country for the alleged purpose of supporting 
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half-a-cUMsen fiotitiaaa and non-ezisteQt onei^ bat they bailt iip a 
large surplus out of the trade of the country. He thooglit he 
had said enough to induce them all to support the resolatioii now 
before the meeting. 

Mr. W. P. Fraser, in seconding the resolution, pointed out 
that the question of taxation had been adopted as one of the 
leading planks in the platform of the National Union. He then 
quoted from the State accounts for 1892 to show that the Wit- 
watersrand Goldfields contributed more than one-half of the 
entire revenue derived from import dues during that year, and 
paid one-half of the entire revenue of the telegraph service, and 
concluded by stating that the people were not represented, and 
did not receive adequate consideration at the hands of the 
Government. 

A Knock for thb Nethbrlanbs. 

Mr. Harry Solomon, in supporting the motion, at the outset of 
his remarks referred to a few paragraphs that had appeared in 
the papers concerning the National Union. It had been said 
there were certain differences of opinion among the members of 
the Committee. He would like to take this opportunity of saying 
that in all unions and associations all over the world they would 
find certain differences of opinion as regarded detail, but on the 
main questions, the great principles of the National Union, they 
were agreed — there was ,'no difference of opinion. (Applause.) 
The great principles that were their foundation were, first of all, 
the franchise. That had been remarked upon. The next great 
principle was the principle that when taxes were levied upon the 
inhabitants of any country, that one particular section of the 
inhabitants should not pay the tax, and the remaining portion go 
scot-frea These two great principles, with the one also of the 
maintenance of the independence of this Republic, were their 
foundation, and there were no differences of opinion on theee 
points. The question of taxation was a great one. The franbhiae 
was a great question also, and perhaps it was to a certain extent 
a sentimental ona But this question of taxation was one that 
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affected their pockets, and that perhaps was the greatest question 

of alL (Laughter, and hear, hear.) It had heen said, one of the 

reeaons why the GK>yemment passed those iniquitous measures of 

taxation was that they wished to protect the old inhabitants of 

the country. They had been called new-comers, but they were 

new-comers no longer. How could the Government for one 

moment say they wished to protect the inhabitants of this 

country by passing such iniquitous measures P They would find 

they were taxing, not only the so-called new-comers, but a large 

proportion of the burghers of this country, because many were 

not in a position to grow cereals on their own farms, and they 

had to come into town to buy them in shops at prices which had, 

of course, taxes upon them. He thought they would agree that 

the Government of this country and the old inhabitants had had a 

'Warm time of it that evening, but he claimed for the burghers of 

tJiis country they were not too conservative. They were intelli- 

£^ent, but the unfortunate part was their judgment was warped by 

tiie people in power, and because no opportunity was given those 

;)people to come and see us and know us as we would like. 

.^Lnother grievance was that the majority of the members of the 

^Volksraad had never been in Johannesburg. He believed it 

"^rould be better for the Government of this country if the 

^nembers of the Yolksraad would come here and spend a few 

^days with us and see what our wants are. (Hear, hear.) If that 

^policy was followed by the members of the Yolksraad, a better 

«tate of afFairs would exist 

There was one question which afFected them all, and that was 
'tiie question of the Netherlands Railway, and he would like to say 
«i few words on that. (Loud applause.) He had always held that 
«ne of the most iniqtiitous things among the many this Govern- 
Sient had done had been the granting of concessions, and the 
concession of the Netherlands Railway he believed the most 
&iquitous of alL (Applause.) Supposing for argument's sake 
tihe Government took away the tax on cereals, they were taxed 
all the same, because the Netherlands Company charged such a 
prohibitive, such an exorbitant rate from the borders of this 

249 



POLITIOAL SITUATION IN SOUTH AFBIOA. 

oouiLtry to the different towna^ and he could not understand hoff 
the Oovemment did not insist under the terms of the oonceHun 
that the rates should be lowered. Whether they took oeie«l% 
fruit, sheep, or any material thing they liked, the rate was a 
prohibitive one, and the extraordinary part was the Netherlandu 
people, for their own benefit, could not see by lowering the rates 
they would have at least twelve times the amount of traffic on 
their line. He was sure if the rates charged by the NetherUunds 
Company for the conveyance of goods were lowered to a legitimate 
rate they would make at least twelve times the profit they were 
making at present. (Hear, hear.) Take the rate on coal — 3dL a 
mile. The thing was absurd. If they charged Id. a ton per 
mile, they would carry three times the amount, and the reduction 
would pay handsome dividends to the mines. Not only was the 
rate bad, but he thought the management of the Company was a 
good deal worse. (Applause.) Nothing he could say would be 
too bad. There was no bad management in any part of the 
world, in any particular business he could name, that was equalled 
by the bad management of the Netherlands Railway. To give a 
minor instance. If they went to the Park Station and asked for a 
return ticket for Pretoria, even if they wanted to pay the full 
rate, they could not give it. (Laughter and hear, hear.) If such 
a small thing as that was true, it was not necessary for him to go 
more Mly into the bad management. They should remove the 
Board of Management from Amsterdam to the Transvaal, and 
then there might be some chance of having a grasp of the 
situation. 

There was one thing more the Government should do, and 
that was to buy the Netherlands people out. It was a shame 
that the people here should pay these rates, and all the other 
money, which went out of the country into the pockets of 
foreigners. The buying up of the concession would become a 
necessity some time or other in any case, and the present ojqpor- 
tunity should therefore not be neglected. The sooner the 
Government took possession of the railway and ended this 
mismanagement the better it would be for the whole country. 
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0«aeraUy gpofJangt he was of opinion that if the old inhabitants 
of the oooKtry Ipiew them a little better, mixed and moved 
fsaa^g them and grew to nnderstand them, they would soon find 
i^a new-oomers asked only for what was theirs by right One of 
ihiMie rights was that the taxation should be borne by all alike 
ap4 equally. If any particular section was favoured, the conse- 
quences could not be good. If the President and those in power 
^oiild treat them with justice, they would assist in the good 
^^Ternment of the country, and the result would be for the 
Ip^ODbefit of all (Applause.) 

This resolution also met with the unanimous support of the 
xneeting. 

Hr. B. A. Bettington then moved the concluding resolution, 
^ui follows : — 

' That these resolutions be conveyed by a deputation from the 

members of the Committee to the Executive without 

delay, asking them to declare urgency, and deal with 

these matters in the present session of the Yolksraad.' 

There was only one point, he thought, to be dealt upon, and 

^tihat was with regard to the duty of the deputation, who should 

\» urged and commissioned to speak to the Government in no 

bantering tones or hesitating manner as to the immediate neces- 

«ity of the Q-ovemment acceding to the most moderate demands 

they would be commissioned to make on behalf of the National 

^nion. (Applause.) * We are simply weary of this waiting,' he 

continued. 'The ass is tired of groaning under his burden.' 

(Qear, hear.) ' I think I can speak for myself.' (Loud laughter.) 

'And I think I can answer for you.' (Renewed laughter, in 

which the whole house heartily joined.) * Week after week, 

month after month, year after year, we have been wearied by this 

vague and idiotic treatment — in &ct, we have been treated worse 

ihsfi a pack of school-boys. There is not one single boys' school 

ill Kngland that would have tolerated the restrictions that we 

have been put under, but, in spite of what we had to endure, we 

have carried out our programme faithfully to the end without 

interfering with the Qovernment. But the time has now arrived 
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when we most put our foot down, and tell the GK>yemment thai 
we are not prepared to wait any longer is this matter. For 
myself) I have the greatest objection to inflammatory speeches; I 
am a man of peace. (Laughter.) But there is a limit to human 
endurance, and I think that limit has now been reached with 
regard to this question. And I hope by the unanimous mannwr 
in which you will receive this resolution that you will show the 
Executive that it is their duty, in carrying out their instruetioiis, 
to let the Oovemment know that the time for waiting is past^ and 
the Government must make up their minds to meet us now/ 
(Loud applause.) 

Mr. W. H. Rogers seconded the resolution, and was of opinion 
that the Union could not do better than select the same gentlemen 
to form the deputation who proceeded to Pretoria the last time 
in that capacity ; and trusted that in the event of their being 
appointed they would adopt the same attitude with the Govern- 
ment as on the previous occasion. * We were firm,' continued 
the speaker, ' and told the Government we wanted the franchise, 
and we meant to get it' (A Voice : ^ But you didn't get it I ' and 
laughter.) However, they meant to get it before long, and if 
they continued to ask for it the Government would at last have to 
comply. Mr. Solomon was of opinion that if the members of the 
Yolksraad were to visit Johannesburg more frequently and become 
acquainted with the inhabitants that they would be inclined to act 
in a more liberal spirit towards the Uithmders. To such a propo- 
sition he would say, ' Gtod forbid ! ' for on a certain occasion after 
a visit to Johannesburg paid by some of the members of the 
Yolksraad, when approached on the subject of a reduction of 
imposts they replied, — 

* Nie ! Allemagtig I Die kerels is allemaal rijk ; hulle kan betaaL' 

(*No, by Jove! These chaps are all rich; they can pay/) 
(Laughter and applause.) The time would come, however, when 
^ we ' will be in that place (the Raad) and * they ' will be out of it. 
(Applause). 

The resolution was then put, and carried unanimously. 
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Conclusion. 

The Ohairman said it only remained for him to declare the 
meeting dosed, that was to say, it was adjourned until they were 
called together onoe more to discuss some other subjects, when he 
trusted they would meet with the same unanimity that had been 
diqilayed lliat evening. 

A Tote of thanks to the Chairman, proposed by Mr. Rose 
(Yioe-President of the Labour Union), and unanimously ac- 
corded, brought a somewhat lengthy but interesting meeting to 
a oandusion. 
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REPORT 

From 'Star/ Johannesburg, July 2i8t, 1894^ 

TRANSVAAL NATIONAL UNION. 

GREAT MASS MEETING.— THE VOICE OF THE RAND. 

MR. LEONARD'S ELOQXTENT SPEECH. 

MR. WESSELS' SPLENDID PROTEST. 

THE FATAL THIRTEEN. 

IMPORTANT RESOLUTIONS. 

The Chairman: Men of Johannesburgy before I introdnoe 
the business of our meeting, I wish to address a few words 
by way of earnest appeal to you to maintain order. (Hear, hear.) 
We do not wish any disorder in the proceedings of this meetings 
because if we had any it would be the first occasion on which 
there had been disorder at a meeting of the National Union. 
(Hear, hear.) I therefore appeal to you to assist the Chairman in 
endeavouring to preserve order throughout the assembly. (Hear, 
hear.) Before going further, I should like to read a telegram 
which has been received this evening officially from Pretoria. 
I do not mean from the Government, but to uis as a Union, and 
it is to the effect that the political prisoners, who have now been 
released, will be here by next Wednesday's coach. Now, gen- 
tlemen, I have one word more to say by way of introduction 
before I make my plimge in medtas res, and that is to explain why 
we have not been able to put off this meeting, in order that you 
might be free to go and have the treat of listening to that 
charming singer, Miss Maclntyre. This meeting, as you are 
aware, has been frequently postponed, and we had made all our 
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^ummgements before we knew, from ihe Caledonian Society, that 
±Lhe cx>ncert was fixed for this evening. Much as we shoidd like 
-fco have been able to give yon the pleasure, and to have it our- 
^leWes, of listening to that charming singer, we felt we could not 
<M>n8ent to put off this meeting longer. (Hear, hear.) After an 
drUterval of eight or ten months, we are met once more in the old 
tCamiliar place, surrounded by the old &miliar faces, and, I regret 
'Cio say, to discuss the old familiar theme of our political dis- 
abilities. (Hear, hear.) 

Gentlemen, you remember on the occasion of our last meeting 
-fchat a new line of policy was laid down, and explained in an 
^oqu^it manner by Mr. Leonard, as to the procedure we intended 
tx> adopt in the interval. The previous year of our existence as a 
XTnion was spent, as you know, in endeavouring to obtain public 
opinion on our side, and in endeavouring to form that opinion. 
1 do not think that year was badly spent, because we saw as the 
xesolt of it a very much larger interest taken in public afihirs. 
Political meetings that used to be dissolved in Mr. Meyer's time 
^were attended by crowds, and a large amount of intelligence was 
^iisplayed in finding out, in ascertaining the proceedings of the 
Ck>vemment and the Yolksraad, and in making ourselves ac- 
<iuainted with the laws that were being passed. At the end of 
'that period we found it necessary to adopt a change of front, and 
^r the last eight or ten months the Union has been spending 
atself in much more moderate procedure, but no less useful. By 
xneans of pamphlets, by means of the press, by means of cor- 
respondence, we have addressed the Dutch Boer of the coimtry, 
^ho, after aU, is the great power-holder to whom the supreme 
appeal must be miside. We have endeavoured to educate them as 
to our grievances in simple and homely Dutch language, ap- 
3)ealing to their common sense. We have pointed out the in- 
cidence of taxation upon us; the iniquity of concessions; the 
many grievances of a political character which we have aU 
suffered from ; and above all our need as to the franchise in being 
rq>resented in the councils of the country. (Cheers.) In ad- 
dition to that work a good deal of another kind has been done in 
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examining the laws as they appeared in the Gtusette. Snb- 
Oommittees sat upon them, adjusted, and reported upon them to 
the Committee, and we were thus able at our own political 
meetings to bring an amount of intelligenoe upon that subject 
which we did not before possess. In addition to educating the 
burgher of the country, we endeayoured to ascertain his own 
views by means of correspondence in the various towns and dis- 
tricts of this country, and we have been able to ascertain the views 
of the country population, thus bringing the new and the old 
population into touch with each other. 

That does not appear a very heroic or grand programme, but 
it is a very useful one. It is necessary if we are to educate the 
people of the country as to our disabilities and encourage them to 
take our side of the question, and it is bound, sooner or later, to 
come to the front. We should make it appear that with regard to 
the National Union the membership has increased by thousands. 
(Prolonged cheering.) The Executive Committee that was se- 
lected and appointed permanentiy, met to discuss the various 
political events of the Transvaal. 

So much for the work that has been done. Now as to the 
general and important measures undertaken by the Committee. 
We prepared a memorial, a petition to the Government, asking 
for the granting of the franchise. That memorial was signed by 
13,000 inhabitants of the Rand. Now, gentiemen, that was an 
important document, and the reception it received at the hands of 
the Yolksraad has marked an important epoch in the political 
history of this country. I propose, for a very short time, to 
direct your attention to the contents of that document. First of 
all, I should like to point out that the numerous signatures to 
that document prove two things. First of all, the earnestness of 
the people — ^the real imderlying desire of the people to possess the 
franchise-— and, secondly, that the Transvaal National Union was 
not dead or inert It has been sometimes said to me, * What is 
the use of bothering about politics P Attend to your daily work» 
go to your mines and those things ; let politics take care of them^ 
selves.' Now it appears to me that is not a very earnest view 
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to take of puUie afburs. It may be all yery well in settled 
oountrieBy where the ibrm of goyemment is well understood, and 
where it is buried deep in the heart of the people, and where 
there is a large leisured class to deyote themselyes to studying 
publio questions ; though, democrat as I am, I think the people 
should take an interest in the political affairs of any country, 
especially a country like this, where our political principles are 
in a state of solution. It is yirtually necessary for eyery man to 
interest himself in the public affairs of the country in which he 
liyes. Well, gentlemen, the Transyaal National Union presented 
that memoriaL It was signed by 13,000 persons, and the Trans- 
yaal National Union is not ashamed of the action which it took. 
It is proud of it. Those 13,000 persons were men anxious to 
take an interest in the affairs of the country, and those persons 
who signed the petition were well aware of what they did. They 
were taking an important step, and that step was for the good of 
the country. 

Now let us see what we asked for in the petition. In the first 
place we agreed to take the oath of allegiance to this State, and 
that is an important departure. We cannot be subjects of two 
States at one time. We must be the subjects of one State, and 
that is laid down as a principle of the National Union. As a 
first principle, the National Union, in its petition, said we were 
willing to take the oath of allegiance to the South African Re- 
public. In the second place we were willing to agree to a 
moderate property qualification, and in the third place to a per- 
manent residential clause. These then are the principles we put 
forward: the oath of allegiance, the property qualification (a 
moderate one), and the permanent residential clause. Now I 
think these are reasonable demands, and I think they should haye 
been considered. We did not expect to get all we asked for all 
at once, but we did think our petition would receiye respectful 
consideration. It was respectfully worded and moderate in its 
demands. Now who are these 13,000 men who signed the 
petitionP They are of all classes. There is the miner who risks 
his life in the bowels of the earth searching for gold, there is the 
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financier, the meohanio, and, in fact, every olaas of inhabitant of 
the town. And what have they done for the country ? I might 
say, as it is said of Westminster Abbey, if you look for ant 
monmnents, look aroimd you. These men dug into the earth for 
the wealth of the ooimtry. They made the plaoe what it is^ 
although they found it a howling wilderness. These were the 
men who had come from all quarters of the globe — ^from A«a- 
tralia, America, Europe, and Africa itself — ^men who had come to 
this State to stay, not men who had come to make their menej 
and go away, as has frequently been said (af^lause) — ^raen who had 
brought to the State all their own institutions, their ehurohes and 
dubs and hospitals, men who had oome to make their homes heie. 
(Cheers.) These were the men who had signed the petitioa. 
(Applause.) 

Gentlemen, we hear a great deal about the old VoortrddDsre. 
(Hear, hear.) What did they do P They did a gieat deal, 
gentlemen. They reclaimed Ihis land from the barbarian and 
the wild beast (Hear, hear.) But what has the new Toor- 
tarekker done in his tnmP (Applause.) He has brought energy 
and life and wealth to the State, to build up its prosperilgp 
and establish the hiyes of industry that now exist here (applavse); 
and has brought about a realisation, I was almost going to mj^ 
of the wildest dreams of avarica (Applausa) Above all, gen* 
tlemen, let us consider who these men wM!e politically. (Hear, 
hear.) They were the subjects of that Power which has pei^ 
formed one of the most magnanimous acts of modem history, die 
Power that in the hour of defeat gave back its independeiiee te 
the State which now refuses the franchise to its subjeeta (Hear, 
hear, and aj^lause.) All these were the m.efa who signed that 
petition, and their petition should have had a very differed 
reception. (Qheera.) I confess that when I read of the reeepttosi 
which had been accorded to the petition, my usual cheerfel 
optimism disappeared from view, and my heart sank like lead. 
I felt that here at last was a parting of the ways. (Hear, hear.) 
I saw very little hope, and great difficulty in getting a UMla 
light into our political dilemma. And I saw different 
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aeeorded the Dutch in other (xdonies, their demand foit equal 
rights conoededy parliamentary rights granted, and the Bnteh 
language granted a plaoe in the sohcxds in Hie Oape CMony. 
When I tell you that Sir Henry de Yilliers and the Hon. J. H. 
Hofmeyer, those two eminent politieianB, are Dntchmeny you will 
better vnderstand this. In the other colonies, and in America, 
diere are no race distincti<ms. (Applause.) Whatever nat&onality 
a man is, as long as he helps the country he is recognised. As 
an instance of this, I need only mention the name of Her 
Kajesty's representatiYe in Pretoria, Sir Jacobus de Wet 
(Oheevs.) What we want is the imion of the two great European 
races in this country. In the Orange Free State Bepublie this 
principle has been long recognised. The Chairman of the YoUbs- 
raad is an Englishman, or rather I should say, a Scotchman. 
AnoAer leader is Mr. Fletcher, who is a German ; and the leader 
of the Educational Department is a Scotchman. I mentioii this 
as an instance of the cordiality existing between the Dutch aad 
English in those parts of South Africa. 

Now I come to the second great ey ent — at any rate the second 
great measure which was taken up by the National Union. That 
was the natural and logical outcome of the rejection of tke 
petitMm by the Yolksraad, Tia., the address signed by 18,000 
inhabitants. (Applause.) When we found that we were ecm* 
tinually regarded as aliens, despite of protest, despite of prayen, 
deepite of petitions, that we were not to be allowed to share in 
the goremment of this State, then we said we must turn to the 
repfosentatiye of our own SoTcreign. (Loud applause.) The first 
{petition was signed by thousands, the second by thousands meia 
What we desire is to work our own salvation in our own way. 
That has ever been our programme, and we still desire to do it 
When we were told that that could not be, we naturally turned to 
the representatiTe of our own Soyereign. (Loud applause.) I 
wntore to say that if the first petition had been reoeived in a 
spirit of brotiierliness by die Yolksraad, if they had held out the 
light hand of fellowship, if they had said, * Well, we can't giye 
you all you ask for, but if you are patient we will consider your 

269 



POLITICAL SITUATION IN SOUTH AFBIGA. 

demands/ then the second address would never have been pre- 
sented. (Hear, hear, and applause.) 

Now, gentlemen, our position is clearly defined. We are 
aliens, we are told that we cannot become subjects of the State. 
I am not going to refer to the incident which gave rise to the 
presentation of the address to Sir Henry Loch. You were the 
immediate cause of it when you were commandeered That is a 
matter of history. I am not goiag to speak at length of the 
celebrated decision giyen by the Supreme Court in the matter of 
these prisoners. As you are aware, we decided to appeal to the 
courts of the country, and to take the case before them for 
adjudication. The result of that was an adverse decision of our 
claims, and thereupon we found that we no longer had any case 
for courts, but future appeals would have to be made by diplo- 
matic interventions. Now, that being so, we are bound by the 
law as it is administered We profess to be law-abiding citisens, 
and we are content to be so. While that law is there we have to 
obey it, and that we will do. But there is one incident which 
occurred in the course of the trial which is a very important one, 
as bearing upon our position and on the legality of the action of 
the Gk>vemment It appeared to me that the decision of the High 
Court laid down a rule of action and of guidance which confirmed 
an important bulwark to the liberties of all who are aliens in tfaia 
country. I refer to the dictum of the Chief Justice that the High 
Court was open to aliens and to burghers alike in this country to 
seek redress. As you are aware, the question was raised that the 
High Court had no jurisdiction in this commandeering busineas^ 
that judgment is so important that I take the liberty of malriiig a 
quotation from it to this meeting. The Chief Justice in the course 
of his judgment said it would be a strange state of things indeed 
that subjects of this State were to be denied here what was granted 
in the Cape Colony. Every subject, he said, however mean, would 
be protected by that Court. (Cheers.) These principles underlie 
the three great departments of this State. There is wisdom in 
these remarks, they should be inscribed in letters of gold, that 
may be remembered for all tima I am not going to dwell longer 

260 



AFPENDIOES TO THE STATEMENT. 

vpoa the incident which gave riae to that decision. There aie 
l^al gentlemen on the platform this eyening who will address 
jon, and all I now propose to do is to call on Mr. Leonard to mo¥e 
the first resolution. (Cheers.) 

Mr. J. W. Leonard, 0.0., who was received with great cheering, 
moved: — 

'That this meeting of the Transvaal National Union, while 
repudiating the unfounded charge made against the Union 
of seeking to undermine the independence of the State^ 
hereby protests most emphatically against the recent action 
of the Yolksraad. First, in respect of its action with 
regard to the petition of thirteen thousand inhabitants of 
Witwatersrand, praying for the granting of a reasonable 
franchise, and, second, in debarring for all time all 
Uitlanders and their children from possessing the rights 
of citizens while they continue to bear the chief burdens 
of the State. This meeting declares that such action is 
calculated to retard the union between the old and new 
inhabitants which is essential to the progress of the 
Republic, and therefore urges upon all who value the 
rights of citizenship to join the Union in its endeavours 
to obtain those rights which their proved loyalty to the 
State and their services in raising it to its present position 
of wealth and importance entitle them to demand. And 
this meeting finally pledges itself to continue the most 
strenuous efiForts to obtain from the Government a Con- 
stitution, based upon democratic principles, and not to 
cease such efforts until the desired end has been obtained.' 
He said : Ladies and gentlemen, and I am glad indeed that I can 
say that, for it is an excellent thing to see the interest which the 
ladies take in the proceedings of the Union — ^ladies and gentle- 
men, I can only ask you to bear with me for a short time while I 
address you upon subjects which are very dear to my heart, and, I 
am sure, dear to those men who are looking up to this platform 
to-night. It is not necessary for me to repeat the appeal whieh 
the Chairman has made to you, to maintain order, because I have 
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demandsy^ then the seoond address would never have been pre- 
sented. (Hear, hear, and applause.) 

Now, gentlemen, our position is dearly defined. We are 
aliens, we are told that we cannot become subjects of the State. 
I am not going to refer to the incident which gave rise to the 
presentation of the address to Sir Henry Loch. You were the 
immediate cause of it when you were commandeered. That is a 
matter of history. I am not goiag to speak at length of the 
celebrated decision given by the Supreme Court in the matter of 
these prisoners. As you are aware, we decided to appeal to the 
courts of the country, and to take the case before them for 
adjudication. The result of that was an adverse decision of our 
daims, and thereupon we found that we no longer had any case 
for courts, but future appeals would have to be made by diplo- 
matic interventions. Now, that being so, we are bound by the 
law as it is administered. We profess to be law-abiding citizens^ 
and we are content to be so. While that law is there we have to 
obey it, and that we will do. But there is one incident which 
occurred in the course of the trial which is a very important one, 
as bearing upon our position and on the l^;ality of the action of 
the Gk>vemment It appeared to me that the decision of the High 
Court laid down a rule of action and of guidance which confirmed 
an important bulwark to the liberties of all who are aliens in this 
country. I refer to the dictum of the Chief Justice that the High 
Court was open to aliens and to burghers alike in this country to 
seek redress. As you are aware, the question was raised that the 
High Court had no jurisdiction in this commandeering business, 
that judgment is so important that I take the liberty of making a 
quotation from it to this meeting. The Chief Justice in the course 
of his judgment said it would be a strange state of things indeed 
that subjects of this State were to be denied here what was granted 
in the Cape Colony. Every subject, he said, however mean, would 
be protected by that Court. (CSieers.) These principles underlie 
the three great departments of this State. There is wisdom in 
these remarks, they should be inscribed in letters of gold, that 
may be remembered for all tima I am not going to dwell longer 
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which had taken place in c(»ineotion with the com- 
Bumdaering* (Criea of 'Quite right') I do not say whether 
they were right or wrong; that ia for you to say; but, at all 
•vent% their feelings had been rouaed to the highest pitch, and 
these young men who had been put into the position your Ohair- 
man haa described — their feelings were roused owing to the 
poflitioii to which they had been driveui by the hardship and 
also the indignity — for there is some indignity — of being com- 
mandeered ; these young men lost their heada (Cries of ' No/) 
If yoa will allow me I will make it very plain to you what I 
mean. I am not saying it was wrong, I am not saying it was 
misplaced, but there were some of them lost their heads so far as 
to do one or two little things which might be construed into an 
insult to the President. (Cheers.) There was no intention, I 
haTe satisfied myself from personal contact with some of them, 
and from my own riew of what took place, I am satisfied there 
was no more intention to insult the President or hurt the national 
feeling of the Boer, than there is in my mind« But it is out of 
such incidents as these that stories are manufactured and mischief 
is created throughout the country* I know I am speaking for 
the men when I say there was no insult meant to the head of the 
State, much less to the man who, with all his faults as a man, is 
Still the President of the State. (Cheers.) Then it has been said 
of ua that we are Imperialists and Jingoes, and that Bhodes is 
palling the strings (laughter), and that our only object is, as I 
said before, to undermine the independence of the Stata Now, 
gentlemen, I teU you this — ^I am speaking in public in no mis- 
taken strain — that Mr. Rhodes has no more to do with the 
politics of Johannesburg than a child of two years of age at your 
home. Mr. Ehodes, I repeat, and this is, of course, private 
information, Mr. Khodes has large pecuniary interests in con- 
nection with a leading financial corporation here. I leave it to 
yon to say whether implication in financial concerns or connection 
with financial corporation implies any connection with the politics 
oi Johannesburg. Mr. Bhodes, has not, I am perfectly certain. 
As to our being Imperialistsi let me say a few words about that. 
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People will not remember that the thoughts of men are widened 
by the process of the sun ; 1879 and 1880 are not 1883 and 1884, 
and unfortunately the Dutchmen of the country won't remember 
that it is not possible for the conditions of 1879 and 1880 to be 
restored to-day. They forget that since then South Africa has 
undergone an absolute revolution in its political feelings and 
conditions. The charge of seeking to establish Imperialism in 
this country is a charge that it may suit some malignant writers 
and some public speakers to level at us. There is no room lor 
Imperialism in South Africa. There is room for all the love we 
have for the land of our forefathers, but there is no room for 
Imperialism as an Imperial rule in this coimtry. If they have 
thought that, the speech of Mr. Rhodes some ten years ago is an 
answer. He said that the ImperiaUst factor as Imperialism must 
be eliminated from South Africa. We have mixed races here, and 
there is no room for Imperialism. I wish it to be imderstood that 
I speak for the Union, and every charge that is made as to our 
Jingoism, Imperialism and our Rhodesian principles, I hurl back 
at them. We have our programme before us, and we have never 
worked from any such principles as those. There is one incident 
connected with this history, gentlemen — ^I am trying to be short, 
but sometimes one's words run away with him when he feels 
strongly upon a subject — there is one incident connected with this 
incident as I said, which I cannot pass by, as a South African of 
South Africans, without a word of emphatic protest I refer to 
the short debate which took place in the Gape Parliament recently, 
and apropos of what P It was a dastardly attack upon a man who 
had served his country loyally. (Cheers.) I want you, gentlemen, 
to give me your support, when I say that the Gape Parliament had 
better leave us alone. (Hear, hear.) I know theuL Gtentlemen, 
I know the members of the Gape Parliament, I know their ante- 
cedents, and know what they are. There are amongst them men 
who would be traitors to their own flesh and blood, men who 
would inflict an injury upon their dearest friend, if they could 
. derive any personal benefit thereby. I know them well ; I have 
sat amongst them. I know Mr. Yan der Walt, a dear old gentle- 
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man — (cries of ' Qaestion I ') — ^Now let me explaio. I say he is a 
dear old man, and I know wliat was in his mind at the time. He 
"belongs to the Dopper party, a party to which Mr. Kroger belongs. 
He must haye read some paragraph in a newspaper, and gathered 
from it that Mr. Emger had been insulted, and in the bottom ol 
liis heart he thought the insult was offered to one of his own flesh 
and blood, and he wished to resent it. (Cheers.) In the midst of 
all this, it is pleasing to know that there are papers amongst us of 
a different kind. (Hear, hear.) One of these papers I allude to 
is the eyening newspaper — (loud and prolonged cheering) — and 
another is a weekly paper. (Renewed cheering.) Whateyer may 
be the &ults of Ihese papers, and it is hard to find a paper with- 
out its &ults, or against whose editor some one has not a grudge 
(hear, hear), these two papers haye stood to the cause like men* 
(Cheers.) I want you to take it from me, gentlemen, that I am 
expressing the yoice of the National Union in these remarks 
regarding those two papers, and that they may take it as a yote 
ol thanks. (Cheers.) There is another paper which some of you 
may not know as well as I do ; whose editor you may not know as 
intimately as I do ; it is a Dutch paper printed at Pretoria, and is 
called Land en Volk. (Applause.) In that paper many things, 
no doubt, are printed in the way of correspondence and eyen 
leading matter which may not commend themselyes to our judg- 
ment ; but I know from my close contact with its editor, and my 
constant perusal of its columns, that it is the paper which 
represents the Dutch feeling of the State (hear, hear), the 
opinion to which we may appeal, and to which I mean to appeal. 
(Cheers.) It has been said we haye not the capital of the Rand 
with us. Now, what is capital P Capital is the accumulation of 
property got by other people's labour. (Hear, hear.) By itself it 
is simply scrip or cash locked up in safes. It depends for its 
continued existence upon the labour of the thousands of people 
whom it collects around it. It is a thing without which the world 
of industry could not get on at alL (Hear, hear.) It is the part 
of thousands of people to work for it ; but it is not its part to say 
to those who labour : * You shall be slayea' Many big capitalists 
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might not mind it there were a millioii people, whoee woi^ing 
gtatus was that of aUyes; in faot thejr might prefer that they 
were slaves. One thing capital cannot demand. Its power stops 
when it touches the springs which goyem hxmian feeling. Men 
will not be treated as slay es, and when capital touches that status^ 
its hand becomes paLaied. It has been said of us that oar 
principles are idle and false; thej are described as Jingoisiii 
and Imperialism. For the rest it is simply our flesh and blood 
that is speaking — our heart, bone, and sinew. We are a big 
population and increasing every day. What we want is to be 
free men in a free State. No malignity, no venom, no intrigue, 
will stop us, be it to our death or doom. Our Chairman, gentle- 
men, said a few words just now about what might appear the in^ 
consistent attitude that we took up in reference to the political 
situation at the present time. I have heard it said in Pretoria, 
' How can you tell us (by '^ us '' I mean the other side ; no, not 
the other side, I hope, but the Dutch side) — ^how can you tell us 
that you want to be citizens of this State, that you ask lor the 
franchise; and then, on the very first occasion of trouble and 
di£Giculty, you rush to the High Commissioner with your 
grievances P ' 

The Chairman, gentlemen, has more or less anticipated me in 
what I was going to say, but I will repeat it in a few words. My 
view of the matter is that the positionis an extremely plain one. 
You may excuse my reference to a case that was arg^ned in 
court, an illustration that occurred to me, that I ventured to 
address to the Bench. I told the court that the position which 
the Government invited us to assume was that of a partnership 
in the State. Unfortunately for the Government, it was not the 
partnership sanctioned by the wisdom of both ancient and modem 
lawyers, being repudiated as unsound. It was not that partner- 
ship sanctioned by every sort of enterprise and capital. It was 
not that kind of partnership, but it was the partnership of the 
lion and the jackal (Loud laughter.) The essential basis of this 
leonine partnership consLsted in the stipulation that one partner 
took all the profits, if any, and the other bore all the losses, if any. 
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Haw, gentlemeiii I do not say that our position is exactly that in 
tills Btate» I used it merely as an illustration, and if the 
commandeering law had gone through upon this basis, it would 
Jmwe been the best illustration in the world. Under the law we 
liaTe^ as it isy to bear the burden of every denizen of the State. 
We bear the burden and heat of the day in producing the gold which 
tlie country yields, but there is one duty which only citizens can 
be oalled upon to render, that is the duty of risking their lives 
m military service. With the greatest respect to the Chief 
Justioe, I maintain that this is the law of nations, I say that it is 
difficult to perform military service as a duty to the State, when 
we are denied the rights of citizenship ; when we are called upon 
to reader military service without having the rights of citizenship, 
then we are justified in falling back on our position as aliens. 
There is no inconsistency in taking up that position. We are 
prepared to fight, but if we are going to do so without being 
eitigens, we are not going to do so on the terms of the partner- 
ship between the lion and the jackal. 

The object of the address presented to the Yolksraad, signed 
by 13,000 men, was nothing more or less than to show the people 
el this State that if they would take our hands, we were not 
going to keep our hands behind our backs. The object of this 
meeting is to show them that we are prepared to hold them out 
again. If they will take them in a friendly spirit, then they wiU 
have a body of soldiers here second to none in South Africa. 
But before they claim our services as soldiers of the country they 
mwst make us sons of the country. I for one, when I heard of 
the outbreak in the north, thought it would be a noble thing for 
J<diannesburg to equip a force and present it to the Government, 
but the attitude of the Oovemment is such, unfortunately, that 
we do not know even if they would accept our gifts. (Hear, 
bear.) That was the feeling in my heart, and it was the feeling 
I thought I would like to see in the heart of every man here. 
Now, gentlemen, as I have said, the hostility is not on our side, 
the fear of trouble is not on our side. (Hear, hear.) In all the 
tteuhlens times of the past few weeks I have steadily said to the 
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people at Pretoria that there would be no troable in Johanneabnrg. 
(Ghreat cheering.) It is the old story of the wicked man fleeing 
when no man pursueth (laughter), all the talk about the guarding 
of camps in Pretoria (laughter), all the talk about rebellion in 
Johannesburg is, I am afraid, but one of the signs of a guilty 
conscience. (Laughter.) Our policy is not rebellion ; our policy 
is written so that all men may read. Our policy is the true polioy 
of South Africans, and it is the only policy which theTransraal 
Boer and the inhabitant of Johannesburg can ever hope to carry 
out to a successful issue. I am here to-night on behalf of the 
Union to preach that policy — ^that policy consists in the 
broadening of the basis of the Goyemment, of adapting the 
constitution in a new country to the needs of a new country, 
the taking in of the sinew and bone and strength, which come 
with a new population, a fusion of populations to the arriying at 
one common end — ^the good of South Africa. (Great cheers.) 

This is not the place, nor this the time, to talk to you about a 
United South Africa, and for my own part I do not think that in 
the lifetime of those who are here to-night we shall see a United 
South Africa in the sense of one flag; but there is a bigger 
union, and that is a union of everjrthing that goes to make for 
common prosperity, and there is a bigger union still, a union of 
sentiment of heart, and that union we can have in South Africa 
(hear, hear), if these people will listen to words of wisdom, and 
take wisdom as their guide. That is a policy which will meet 
with the approval of every man here, I know. (Cheers). It may 
or may not be opportune to mention it now, but I think there 
are signs that the policy Ls being recognised by the other side, 
and will be acted upon one of these days, so as to enable us to 
meet our friends among the Dutch with the common object of 
making the State great. (Hear, hear.) I cannot tell yoo, 
gentlemen, because it is impossible to pick out all the detaila 
of conversation — it is impossible to state every point; it is 
impossible to state how suggestions are made to you — ^but I am 
very close to many men who are leaders in the State, and 
represent the other side, and I say, if we wait and watoh the 
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Now, gentlemen, I do not saj that our position is exactly that in 
this State* I used it merely as an illustration, and if the 
eommandeering law had gone through upon this basis, it would 
have been the best illustration in the world. Under the law we 
haye^ as it is, to bear the burden of every denizen of the State. 
We bear the burden and heat of the day in producing the gold which 
the oountry yields, but there is one duty which only citizens can 
be called upon to render, that is the duty of risking their lives 
in military service. With the greatest respect to the Chief 
Justice, I maintain that this is the law of nations, I say that it is 
difBoult to perform military service as a duty to the State, when 
we are denied the rights of citizenship ; when we are called upon 
to render military service without having the rights of citizenship, 
then we are justified in falling back on our position as aliens. 
There is no inconsistency in taking up that position. We are 
prepared to fight, but if we are going to do so without being 
eitisens, we are not going to do so on the terms of the partner- 
ship between the lion and the jackal. 

The object of the address presented to the Yolksraad, signed 
by 13,000 men, was nothing more or less than to show the people 
of this State that if they would take our hands, we were not 
gcHng to keep our hands behind our backs. The object of this 
meeting is to show them that we are prepared to hold them out 
again. If they will take them in a friendly spirit, then they will 
have a body of soldiers here second to none in South Africa. 
But before they claim our services as soldiers of the country they 
must make us sons of the country. I for one, when I heard of 
tlie outbreak in the north, thought it would be a noble thing for 
Johannesburg to equip a force and present it to the Government, 
but the attitude of the Government is such, unfortunately, that 
we do not know even if they would accept our gifts. (Hear, 
hear.) That was the feeling in my heart, and it was the feeling 
I thought I would like to see in the heart of every man here. 
Now, gentlemen, as I have said, the hostility is not on our side, 
the fear of trouble is not on our side. (Hear, hear.) In all the 
ttouUeus times of the past few weeks I have steadily said to the 
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fcmnd in every peculation who like the more or le« brillktti 
display side of politica. That is not the vmk of statesnsa* 
That is not the work of men. We recognise the re^onstUKlgp 
of the sitoation. lliat is not the work of men who want to 4o 
that solid hard work which men do who feel what they owe t» 
their fellow men. (Cheers.) We go to these peo[de in tiie 
Transraaly and we ask them — possibly, as I said befofe, for tkiS 
last time — to admit ns. We are knocking at the doot. We gffie 
them the guarantee of our character. We give them tii* 
guarantee that the great majority of us, I believOi were bom <Mi 
South African soil. We give them the guarantee that there is ■# 
man who asks for the franchise who does not mean to make ihm 
country his own. We give them the g^uarantee which is to be 
found in our record in the past as a law-«biding populallan. 
We give them the guarantee that is to be found in the last thui 
this population has made the wealth and strength of tike eoontiy. 
We ask them upon those grounds, and for those reasonSy to mbaH 
us to a political partnership. And, as I told you, I am ssH^uiM 
that this last appeal is not going to be unheard. 

The day has gone by whm we can be stigmatised m a 
population of fortune-hunters — a vagrant pe^ulataen that mmm 
here one day ; a population who I believe were onoe deeeribed m 
the scum of Eun^ean cities. The population to a great eflctent 
have come here to stay, and those who have not come to stay iriOt 
I am sorry to say, in a great majority of cases be loraed la. 
(Laughter.) If ever there were questions of the petmaneaegr el 
the inhabitants, of their good character, of thdjr good qualitka, 
you will find the answer here. If you want the moumMoti as 
your Chairman puts it, look around. I know there is one ohateeb 
which stands in the way, or which you think stands in tlia wajf 
and that is that you iHll have to take the oath d allegiaase to 
this State, and become dtisens of this State alone. I Isel, and 
you feel that it is to renounce the land of your foreCathefs, but H 
always has been done, and it is necessary in the crsataon oi new 
worlds that tins should be done. And what is this act at 
renunciation, what are these feeHngs that awaken sentimasts at 
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«ndeaniifint to our oonntrieB in nsP It is a devotion to long 
Teoords of deeds past of Talonr, devotion to history and to 
Ktemtore, and you cannot strip a man of these things^ no matter 
what happens. Even if yon take an oath of allegiance to this 
State yon can never forget what you are, where you are, and the 
mee yon sprang from. It may be unpleasant to take the oath of 
aUegianoe to a new state, but it is necessary, and I know that if 
one were to ask each man here, I think that if it were necessary, 
he would join hand in hand with the others and become a citisen 
ol this State. Whatever may be the proportion of men who 
might hesitate to do this; whatever reluctance or wringing of 
hearts there might be over making this concession, there is yet a 
strong feeling of South African freedom in this place, and by 
Ckyvemment taking into the State those who are imbued with this 
feeling, the Transvaal may yet become the dominant &ctor in 
flouth African politics. (Hear, hear.) 

What would be our value if we were in this country as 
^itiiwns and not as aliens? Do you think questions like this 
K<Mrtbem war — that unfortunate miserable business — (hear, hear) 
— would cause trouble to the State? (No, no.) Would the 
Swasieland question trouble the State P (No, no.) Gould there 
be complications with England P (No, no.) Even the Delagoa 
Bay question would become comparatively easy of solution. 
(Hear, hear.) That is the aid we are able to offer the Gbvem* 
ment of this State — ^the aid we do offer it to-night, ^ear, hear.) 
Instead of the Republic we offer to create in this country, what 
have weP It is painful to turn from the contemplation of the 
picture fancy paints of what might be to what actually i& (Hear, 
hear.) What have we here P A Republic on paper. (Laughter.) 
We have what might aptly be described as a Osesarism of 
autooracy. (Applause.) We have every sort of abuse that could 
be created under an autocracy existing here under the name of 
a Republic. (Applause.) There is one truly free body in the 
country — only one. That one is the Executive CounciL 
(Laughter). The one institution which it is the object of 
democracy to deprive of its freedom, is actually the only one 
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that is abflolutely free. It ia by that body that feelings of 
distrust are engendered between ns and the Boers. 

The Boers are told to remain quiet, and leave the Gbvem- 
ment to govem them and guard their liberty. We are told that 
we are not fit to take part in the goyemment, and are not to be 
trusted. The weapon that is used against us is that of filling 
the Boers with distrust of us, and eyerjrthing is misinterpreted. 
It is in that way that the Executiye maintains its power, and that 
is its safeguard. We haye a Yolksraad and only one, for the 
second does not count (laughter) ; 24 men, or in fact a majority 
of that number — 13 — goyem us. They govern from the Limpopo 
to Christians. Is it right that 24 men, or rather part of 24 men, 
in conjunction with the Executive Council, shoidd have control of 
all our great interests and not always 24, but perhaps 10, 12 or 
13 P (Loud cries of ' No.') That is the condition of things we 
have in this country at the present time. I need not point out 
the temptations which exist. They must exist while human 
nature is human nature. They must exist while they keep up 
this state of things. That is the reason why we are determined 
in the matter. That is why the intelligence on this Band has 
repeated again and again, that we want you to stand by us in the 
work of reform of this state of thinga We ask you to help us 
to remove the ridicidous state of things in the TransvaaL Now 
the argument on the other side is that we cannot be trusted. I 
will not, gentlemen, I will not insult your intelligenoe by 
attempting to refute that. Another argument is that because— 
(at this point an unruly member of the community succeeded in 
creating a disturbance in the centre of the building, and thus 
rendering the learned advocate for the moment quite inaudible. 
Order being restored by the Chairman, Mr. Leonard continued)— 
Yet another argument advanced against us is what I may call 
the argument of right of prior occupation in this country. Of all 
the feeble devices that you could possibly make I think this is 
the feeblest. It has been adopted, too, by men who call them- 
selves Yoortrekkers ! As has often been said, there is no absolute 
line of demarcation in this respect. When the first fifty Boers 
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auneinto this oountry, would they have dared to say that they 
had a right to the land, and no others P No, gentlemen, there ia 
abeatately no line that can be drawn. No man can dare to say, 
'This country belongs to me/ even if he has been in the 
eoontry ten, twenty, or even fifty years before you. I can 
understand ten men annexing a continent, if they could find it, 
and if they could conquer it ; but these ten men would have to 
take upon themselves the responsibility by force or by fraud, to 
keep ererybody else out of the country. They cannot do that, 
gentlemen. The people who govern this country have taken our 
money, they have sold their lands to us, they have sold their 
mines to us, and they have allowed us the right to settle here, 
and now they want to keep us out of everything to which those 
transactions entitle us. The right of prior occupation entitles no 
man who comes into the State, no matter how willing he may be, to 
deprive us of our rights. Picture to yourself, gentlemen, what 
took place on another continent. What woidd Americans think 
of the men who went to Wyoming or Dakota, if they had said, 
'Any man who comes after us shall have no rights hereP' 
Gentlemen, when the bidk of us came here into this country, the 
franchise laws were not as they are now. When the bidk of us 
oame into this country, and I think most of us have been here 
five years — ^the franchise laws were not intolerable. They then 
had a law which invited men, held out inducements, and practically 
said : * 11 you come and remain a certain number of years, you 
shall become citizens.' The present attitude taken by the 
Legislature is nothing more or less than a distinct breach of 
faith to those who came on that understanding. (Cheers.) 
Franchise laws should not be retrogressive. 

Now what is our position in this State P We, representing the 
Uitlanders of this State, we represent considerably more than half 
of the population of this State ; and we, as Uitlanders, pay to the 
Gk>vemment of this State— and I have the best authority for 
stating this — £1,250,000 yearly to the revenue of the State, 
whereas the old population pay not more than £50,000, or at least 
not more than £100,000, but whether £5000 or £10,000 more 
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than it was ten years ago makes not mucli difference. The total 
revenue of this State at present is £1,750,000, whereas ten yeofs 
ago it was not more than £75,000. We practically pay nine- 
tenths of the revenue of this State, and we are paying £400,000 
for market produce in hard cash to the farmers. I hope to make 
it clear to you, gentlemen — and what I say to you now will be 
made known to others outside — ^that we are placed in a poeition 
which is a wholly intolerable one. I hope I have made it dear te 
you that it is not wrong for us to agitate, it is our duty and o«ir 
right to agitate. It is the only method by which we can readi the 
people outside ; it is the only method by which we can show that 
there are men among us who will press for our rights ; it is the 
only way in which we can show that we intend to have our political 
rights, and I say here to-night that we are determined to haTe 
them. (Hear, hear.) And I say that in agitating, perhaps in a 
slightly different manner, we are only following the example of 
our excellent friends, the Boers. They were wronged once, and 
they agitated — ^unf ortimately they had to go further than agitating 
— but they agitated, and agitated till they got their way. We 
intend to agitate, and agitate till we get our ¥^y. (Bight.) Now, 
gentlemen, before I conclude, I want to put to you in a concrete 
form a few reasons to show that we are justified in asking for an 
improved constitution, and in asking that the State shall be plaoed 
on a sound and a proper foundation, I will read to you these pro- 
tests — I was almost going to say a charter ; but it is not a charter, 
it is a number of protests which I want you to adopt, not as 
a resolution, but as part of what I am saying. We might protest 
against a great many more things than tiiose I shall mention, bat 
the list as it stands forms a sufficiently strong indictment against 
the powers that be. We say that while we agree that the Boer 
should be independent of foreign domination, we protest that that 
does not entitle him to deny the rights of freedom to the other 
inhabitants of the State, many of them sons of South Afirican aaQ, 
and none of them less truly devoted to the cause of local self- 
government than any burgher in the land. (Cheers.) 

We protest that the policy of the governing authority in 
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doeing the ayennes of cituEenBhip, eyen to those who are willing 
to renounce all other allegiance^ is calculated to weaken the fonnd- 
ationa of the State, and does not tend to keep it strong and stabla 
We protest against the public yiolation of promises publicly 
made by the head of the State, that we new burghers should be 
led up to equality with the old burghers. 

We protest against a system which even preyents wholly an 
appeal to the people as a whole, when the necessity for such an 
appeal has arisen. 

We protest that the republican principle was yiolated and 
dishonoured when the towns of the Republic were depriyed of 
their separate representation, and all the political power was 
oentred in a single section of the community. 

We protest that the supremacy of the Yolksraad was deliber- 
ately undermined when the people's assembly was split up into 
t;wo chambers, one of which possesses no power to giye due effect 
tx> its determination& (Cheers.) 

We protest against the Grondwet, which shoidd be the sacred 
^soyenant of the people, being placed at the mercy of a casual 
majority of the First Chamber, instead of being subject to no 
conendment until the will of the people had been lawfully 
«tfK^rtained. 

We protest that the true and abiding welfare of Land en Yolk 
«re disregarded by the unceasing efforts of the Goyemment to 
stifle eyery form of local liberty, getting the yery last semblance 
of power into its own hands. 

We protest against the persistent neglect of the Goyemment 
and the Yolksraad to endow the judges of the High Court with 
that independence, both of position and emolument, which the 
dignity of the judicial function imperatiyely demands. (Cheers.) 
We protest against the action of the Yolksraad in making it 
illegal to do what is legal and lawful and encouraged in eyery 
other country in the world, for the people to take action by way 
of the formation of committees and otherwise for the election of 
members of the Yolksraad. (Loud cheers.) 

We protest against the principal offices of the Goyemment 
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being filled with foreigners of one nationality — (cheers) — ^wkile 
other UitlanderSy and even qualified Afrikanders are denied 
admission to the offices in which the whole machinery of the State 
is centred and controlled. (Cheers.) 

We protest against the appropriation of large amounts of 
secret service money, which the purposes of a Republican Gbvem- 
ment cannot possibly require. (Cheers.) 

We protest against the system of supporting newspapers which 
has been adopted by the State. (Loud and continued cheering.) 

We protest against the rejection, with scorn and derision, of 
our memorials, which have always been respectfully worded, and 
have not contained one complaint that was not founded upon 
justice. (Cheers.) 

We protest against the manner in which our deputations have 
been received by the Executive Government of this oountry. 
(Cheers.) 

We protest against the finance of this Republic being allowed 
to drift into a disordered state for the want of a sUlled and 
qualified financier in the Government to supervise it. 

We protest against the control of the railways, and, gentlemen, 
you know what that control of State railways sometimes means. 

We protest against the control of the railways built upon the 
credit of the State being centred in Amsterdam, Brussels, or any 
foreign capital. 

We protest against the public funds being employed in trade, 
in money-lending, or in any other ventures which universal ex- 
perience has shown is best left to private enterprise. (Hear, hear.) 

We protest against the fundamental principle of free govern- 
ment being ignored by the continual withdrawal of large sums of 
money from the people, which the service of the State does not 
require ; oppressing the tax-payer, and rendering it impossible to 
work numerous mines in which large sums of money have been 
spent without return, and seriously endangering the permanence 
of the markets upon which the farmer depends for the due return 
of the fruits of his toil And I go further. It is against any 
economic law that we should accumulate millions of money in a 
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State when we see soeh letters as were in the Star to-night from a 
man who said there were numbers of unemployed men who could 
not get work to do in the place. (Cheers.) 

We protest over and above all that, while we are compelled to 
bear needless and increasing burdens, we are given no voice in 
the afhirs of the State. 

While recognising to the full the critical period through which 
the State has passed in recent times, we protest that the funda- 
mental principles of Republican Gk>vemment are endangered by 
the office of chief magistrate being occupied by one and the same 
individual, no matter what manner of services he may have per- 
formed, for so protracted a term as to make him rather the 
master than the servant of the State. (Cheers.) 

We protest — here's a little protest against tolls, gentlemen — 
(laughter) — although it is a smsdl matter — we protest against the 
imposition of tolls — against being put within a ring fence of tolls, 
and for no purpose to the town. Even if a man goes to the race- 
course, or takes his wife for a drive, he is met with tolls. 

While recognising the necessities of industries, we protest 
against the further granting of industrial monopolies which serve 
to enrich the few, but are not conducive to the benefit of the 
many. 

We specially and emphatically protest against the enforcement 
of payment of personal taxes to the last farthing in some districts, 
while in other districts the people are allowed to go scot free. 

While we subscribe to the doctrine that every citizen can be 
called upon to bear arms when occasion requires, we protest 
against any inhabitant being compelled to render unpaid military 
service when a sufficient number of volunteers can be obtained ; 
and above all we protest most emphatically against the indis- 
criminate commandeering of money and goods from aliens while 
the Treasury is full to overflowing. 

And we protest lastly, as the children of a proud race, and of 
proud fathers, against being made pariahs and helots, against 
being made hewers of wood and drawers of water. 

My only regret is that some one who has a voice to speak, and 
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can feel as I feel, cannot get up in the Baad and express those 
teelinga In concluding, I will read a passage of a apeeoh made 
many years ago in the House of Commons, and I wish that soma 
one had the genius of a Macaulay to get up in the Baad and 
speak as he did in tlie speech, a portion of which I will quota 
This is a speech — a portion of a speech— deUvered, I think, in 
1831 by the great Lord Macaulay upon the Reform BilL You 
know the tension that existed in England at the time. You 
remember that a state of things existed at that time almost 
exactly parallel to that at present existing in this country, or at 
least very analogous to it. (Applause.) The political power in 
England at that time was vested entirely in the landed aris- 
tocracy, while all the great population that had grown and 
thriven upon the great industries that had arisen, were debarred 
from political rights. You know that crisis to which the State 
had been brought. Macaulay not once or twice or thrice implored 
the Government of that day to give the franchise to this class, 
and to receive them into the bosom of the State. Concluding one 
of the noblest of speeches, he said: — 

'Is it possible that gentlemen long versed in high political 
affairs cannot read these signs? Is is possible that they can 
really believe that the representative system such as it now is 
will last till the year 1860 P If not, for what would they have 
us wait P Would they have us wait merely that we may show 
to all the world how little we have profited by our recent 
experiment P Woidd they have us wait, that we may once again 
hit the exact point where we can neither refuse with authority 
nor concede with grace P Would they have us wait so that the 
numbers of the discontented party may become larger, its demands 
higher, its feelings more acrimonious, its organisation more 
complete P . . .' . Let them wait, if their past experience shall 
induce them to think that any high honour or any exquisite 
pleasure is to be obtained by a policy like this. Let them wait^ 
if this strange and fearful in&tuation be indeed upon them, that 
they should not see with their eyes or hear with their ears, or 
understand with their hearts. But let us know our interests and 
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our duty better. Tom where we may, within, around, the voice 
of great events is proclaiming to us "Reform, that you may 
preserva^' Now, while old feelings and old associations retain a 
power and a charm which may too soon pass away ; now, in this 
your accepted time; now in this your day of salvation, take 
oonnsel not of prejudice, not of party spirit, not of the igno- 
minious pride of a fatal consistency, but of history, of reason, of 
the ages which are past^ of the signs of this most portentous time. 
The danger is terrible. The time is short' 

Could some man speak words like that in the Transvaal; 
surely they woidd sink into the hearts of the members. (Hear, 
hear.) We are not the men if dealt &irly with to undermine 
the independence of the State, or to harm any interest which 
ought to be protected — (hear, hear) — ^but we should be less than 
men if we did not stand up and record our protest, as I hope I 
have done to-night, against the treatment we have received. 
(Loud and prolonged cheers.) 

The Chairman : I have now to introduce to you a new speaker, 
a gentleman whom you have heard of, who will second the reso- 
lution so ably proposed by Mr. Leonard. He is Mr. Advocate 
Wessels. (Loud applausa) 

Mr. Wessels, who was tendered a great reception, said he had 
great pleasure in seconding the proposition so ably and eloquently 
laid before them by Mr. Leonard. He asked them to forbear 
with him, as he was no politician. He had never in his life 
addressed so large or important a meeting. He had spoken in 
public, but generally to three judges, or one judge and an 
intelligent jury. (laughter.) If he could not rise to eloquence, 
it was not that he did not feel with them. He had been told that 
the platform of the National Union was an Imperial platform. 
If that was so, or if he believed it to be so, he would not be 
standing on that platform that night. It had been said that the 
National Union was run by a small Johannesburg clique. He 
was not a Johannesburger ; he was a Pretorian. (Hear, hear, 
and applause.) He coidd assure them that everything that had 
been done in the past by the National Union had met with his 
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i^royal. (Loud applause.) He oould assure them tliat he 
looked upon the National Union at the present time as the Toice 
of the Uitlander. He was not an Englishman, and therefore not 
an Imperialist. He had not one solitary drop of English blood 
in his veins. He was an Afrikander. (Loud and continued 
applause.) He was, perhaps, more Afrikander than the members 
of the Baad, who called themselves Afrikanders. Yes, more 
Afrikander than the President of the BepubUc himself. For 
centuries and centuries his ancestors had been living in Africa. 
He was truly a son of the soil. He was in many respects more 
Boer than many Boers, even more Boer than Mr. Tosen. (Loud 
laughter.) He had been educated in England, he had learnt his 
profession in England, he was acquainted with English senti- 
ments, he was acquainted with English traditions, and these had 
been cultivated in him through thorough Englishmen. If he 
were not, therefore, grateful to the English nation, he would 
truly be a base wretch. Some people might think that the 
English army was not so strong as the armies of other nations, 
that the navy of England was not so invincible as some people 
imagined, but notwithstanding that, if there was anything to love 
it was the English nation. (Loud cheers.) It was not because 
of England's army or its navy that the English nation was great, 
but because of its love for &ir play. 

He stated that he was an Afrikander. The Afrikanders were 
not such ignorant persons as they were made out to be. Afri- 
kanders bom south of the Yaal River or bom north of the Yaal 
River had the same sentiments as regards justica There was no 
real difference between the new and the old population, but there 
was a clique which wanted to make a difference. Let them lode 
the position squarely in the face. All the Yoortrekkers were 
friends of his forefathers. There were hundreds of Wesselses in 
the Free State. All these men were of the same descent, all from 
Cape Colony or Natal — they were of the same race, the same 
manner, the same religion, the same language, but now the 
burghers said they had crossed the Yaal River first and cleared 
the country of Kaffirs and beasts, and that therefore other people 
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fihoold have no vote. What an argument was that! It might 
have been an argument for the old original Yoortrekkers, but 
ihejr knew that the Yoortrekker welcomed the stranger and 
sought the stranger. (A voice : ' And made the stranger/ ' Shut 
iqp,' and laughter.) But there were people in the Baad who 
refused the aliens a vote, who could not use that argument, for 
they had never cleared forests, or killed beasts — even a wild buck. 
(Laughter.) They must remember that the son of a burgher, a 
boy of sixteen, had a vote, and he coidd not say that he was 
a Yoortrekker. But^ in any case, how could an argument of that 
sort apply in a republic P How could they admit the hereditary 
principle in a republic? He might just as well say that his 
sisters, and his nephews, and his cousins, and his aunts, had 
cleared the land of beasts and Kaffirs. (Laughter.) They could 
dismiss that argument. Then they had the other argument, 
which was constantly used, that these were the people who drove 
the English out of the country. He respected them for having 
reclaimed their independence — (cheers) — and if there was one 
feeling in the National Union it was that it respected them for 
having done that (Cheers.) He was sure the object of the 
National Union was not in any way to see the British flag once 
more floating in the country. (Cheers.) He was convinced the 
object of the National Union was only to see good government 
in the country. (Cheers.) He went further : it was an untrue 
arg^nment; it was a lie — (cheers) — and it was not the reason 
these men had for keeping the Uitlanders out of the franchise. 
If it were the truth, was it to be conceived that it woidd be 
advanced now only, when the men in 1882, the year after the 
war, thought the ultimate limit for the franchise was five years? 
(Hear, hear.) If the men at that time thought five years was 
enough, was it to be conceived that that argument could be true 
nowP He said, emphatically, they knew when they used the 
argrmient they were using a lia (Cheers.) 

What then was the reason why these men refused the Uit- 
landers the franchise P It was fear and selfishness — ^fear that the 
new-comer would have the majority and would control the rule of 
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the country — not fear of giying the conntiy over to the Engliwh, 
bat fear that it would be the Uitlander who would rule in the 
land. (Cheers.) They advanoed the argument that they were 
afraid the new-comers, being largely Britishy would Yote for 
giving the coimtry back to the English. (No, no.) That might 
apply with the raw Englishman, but not with one bom in South 
Africa. No ! what they feared was that they would not be able 
to 'work the shekels.' (Laughter and cheers.) He did not 
hesitate to say that the Boer who did not want the Afrikander to 
be one of them and have a voice in the affairs of the country, was 
simply afraid that his pocket woidd not be so full. He had heard 
it said that they were anxious to get the Afrikander into the 
Yolksraad. Nothing would please them more than to work with 
their brothers from the Free State, the Colony and Natal, who 
were bom in Africa — ^but what was their further answer. ' Class 
Legislation.' They said they could not do it because it woidd be 
unfair to the Englishman and the German, and un&ir to every- 
body else. (Laughter.) The members of the Baad said that if 
there was anything that they did not love it was class legislation. 
The one political principle as it were, the very foundation of their 
political creed, was that they would have no class legislation, and 
those same men were constantly appealing to their ancestors; 
they were constantly telling the public who their ancestors were 
and what their ancestors did, and on the 18th June, 1855, those 
ancestors passed a law saying that a person bom in the country 
shoidd have a vote ! Those coming from Europe had to reside in 
this country one year and pay 200 rix-doUars, and then they 
would be entitled to the vote, but those bom in the country were 
entitled to the vote immediately. Their dread was apparent, and 
that was why they went in for class legislation, for what was 
their legislation but class legislation P Was not their legislation 
on coolies class legislation? And then there was the transport 
riders. The worthy Mr. Wolmarans was constantly jimiping up 
to protect the transport rider. I may not, Mr. Wessels continued, 
prune my roses on Sunday, while a transport rider can do as he 
wishes. He is allowed to ride on Sundays, and the proposed laws 
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for the transport riders are certainly class legislation. They 
were afraid, Mr. Wessels proceeded, to give the vote to the 
edaoated Afrikander, for fear he might get the reins in his own. 
hands and legislate, so that everybody could come in and par- 
ticipate in the franchise. He conld not understand their argu- 
ment, so absurd was it. (Hear, hear.) They said, 'We won't 
have you because you are enlightened.' (Laughter.) And, at 
the same time, their own Grondwet said that they .wished to be 
recognised as an enlightened country. (Laughter.) They 
repelled enlightenment, sought darkness, then they said, 'But 
we are such a great people.' (Renewed laughter.) He was 
perfectly certain that was not the feeling of the country — it was 
the leeUng only of a certain section of the Qovemment and of 
the Baad. (Hear, hear.) 

The Baad was only composed of twenty-four men, and Mr. 
Leonard had eloquently pointed out to liie meeting to what 
dangers the country was exposed which had so small a legislature. 
The danger to personal liberty and personal property was immense. 
(Applause.) It would be far from him to say that any single 
man of that Baad had ever been bribed. (Laughter.) He would 
aay, however, that there were immense possibilities. (Great 
eheezing.) The Baad was constantly telling them that because 
in America and France strangers coming into the coimtry could 
2i0t obtain the franchise till after a certain term of residence, 
therefore they should not be admitted to the franchise in this 
ooontry. He would freely admit that the Baad could find 
pfecedents for its action if it desired. Personally he could find 
precedents for anything and everything, if he liked. (Laughter.) 
That was the sort of exception that a lawyer would use, but 
oertainly not the sort of exception that a man of honest con vie- 
tionB would use. (Loud and prolonged laughter.) Li a country 
like this country, where the new population was rapidly out- 
numbering the old, things were different to what prevailed in 
ccmntries like England and America. There a comparatively 
small number of people go, whilst here they are coming in shoals. 
To reduce the argument that only the people who shot the lions 
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and Kaffirs were entitled to rule to an abeordity, sappoae for a 
moment that it came to pass that only one burgher was left^ one 
monumental burgher, would he be entitled to call himaelf the 
Kaiser of the Republic, and the only man entitled to a yoteP 
The result woidd be that he woidd be cleared out (Load 
laughter.) All that was wanted was that the Uidanders should 
stick together. It was no use mincing matters. (Applause.) If 
the present poUcy were persisted in, blood would be shed in the 
streets of Johannesburg. (Loud applause.) And who would be 
to blame P (Cries of 'The Gbyemment' and 'The Raad.') He 
repeated the question — Who would be to blame P It would not 
be the Uitlanders, it would not be the stranger who sought by 
every possible means to obtain a voice in the affairs of the State ; 
not the men who tried to protect themselves and obtain freedom 
for themselves, but the fatal thirteen in the Raad. (Tremendous 
applause.) The argument of the rifle was a nasty one. It was 
an argument which he had heard used by the burghers in 
Pretoria ; but Qod forbid that it should come to that ! He was 
perfectly certain that by organization and by standing together 
as one man they would prevent a drop of blood from being shed. 

There were remedies, and these remedies were not for to seek. 
He did not wish the Raad immediately to pass a law admitting 
everybody to the franchise, but still they could conciliate, or show 
a spirit of conciliation. There was something unlucky in the 
number thirteen, and it was thirteen ignorant men in thia land 
that ruled the destinies of this State. These thirteen ignorant 
persons could raise the batteries of Johannesburg. Every one 
present must combine together to strengthen their hands in the 
obtaining of the franchise. Some new question might crop up— 
yesterday it was the commandeering question, to-morrow it might 
be some other question. Capitalists at present were standing 
aloof, but capitalists perhaps were not aware that a law might at 
any moment be passed making it impossible for any one, except 
he be a burgher, to hold property in this Stata He saw some 
people laughing at this, but he might inform them that such a 
law was actually passed in 1866 by the ancestors of the present 
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id. He said that those men who had not the oonrage to speak 

tiieir convictionB should be shunned, regarded as outcasts, 
pie who were unfit to live in a free and independent republic, 
eat cheering.) He said the aliens should form themselves 
> an TTitlanders' Defence Association, and send a monster 
ition from every town in the State to the next Baad, asking 

representation for the towns. (Hear, hear.) If that were 
e he was confident that an improvement would result. That 

not sentiment — it was practical politics. (Gheera) They 
old ask the Raad to give back to the towns the representation 
ck they had of old, and which this autocratic Baad took away, 
bhat were done a new and more liberal element would come 
» the Baad. And why should not the towns demand repre- 
Miaa, seeing that the towns bore the burdens of the State P 
\ true freeman in the coimtry was the man who worked with 
hands, and upon him the salvation of the country would 
itually depend. He was certain that if these men and the 
i representing them got into the Raad a new era would dawn 
this land. What sort of a Constitution had they ? They had 
reientation — on paper. What was the use of saying that this 

a free and independent BepubUc, and that the voice of the 
pie was the law of the land P The voice of the people P Yes, 
noe on paper. Then it was said that they had a Second Raad, 
that Raad was as powerless as if they lopped off every limb, 

tore out every tongue from their mouths. (Great cheering.) 
I Second Raad might vote that a bridge should be thrown over 
a Africa to America, and that was as far as it could go, 
niae it had no money and no control over the money. The 
md Raad was an impotent, imbecile body. (Cheers.) There 
D men in that Raad who, although men of Boer descent, were 
e liberal than members like the Tosens and the Lombaards of 
First (Cheers.) But the ridicule of it ! To the First Raad 

entrusted the independence of the State. (Cheers.) In a 
I country like this there must be no such thing as political 
^y. (Cheers.) Political apathy at a jimcture like this was a 
le, (Loud cheers.) They were a mixed population in this 
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country — ^English, Dutchy German, and French. Each one dl 
those countries could call to mind traditions of freedom. In eadi 
one of those countries free political discussion was the order of 
the day ; even in Germany, an Empire, the Socialists had the 
strongest say. With traditions like those they could not aliow 
their freedom of speech to be burked. (Cheers.) TherefoM 
there must be no such thing as political apathy. Who were Uie 
])eople who were politically apathetic? First of all the Court 
minions — (much laughter) — ^the gentlemen who assembled at six 
o'clock in the morning at the President's house — (laughter) — ^to 
obtain some favour for themselves or their friends — (laughter) — 
the subsidised men who procured. (Loud laughter and cheers.) 
Those favourites were a worthless crowd, and need not be reckoned 
with. The next was the large capitalists. (Hear, hear, and 
cheers.) It was a pitiful thing there were so many large capital- 
ists. (Laughter.) If the capital was more equally divided there 
woidd be less political apathy. Those men stood like misers over 
their hoards, and were afraid to utter a voice. They saw them 
skulking through the streets of Pretoria. In other countriee — 
in England, for instance— capitalists were in the vanguard of 
freedom. Here they were merely like the curs that fcdlowed a 
leader. Were they wise, and did they not see the sword h^ng iTig 
over their heads P Did they not know that the capital they had 
annexed they might have annexed by somebody elseP Did they 
not know that the fatal thirteen at Pretoria might deprive them, 
of it ? The sooner they awakened to the danger their capital was 
in, the better for themselves. Then there was another and vaiy 
large crowd of people who said they did not meddle in politica 
because it was too much trouble, and they preferred their comfort 
lying on a sofa, reading a novel and smoking a cigar. He hoped 
at any rate one of those classes woidd be aroused from its politioal 
apathy, and exclaim : — 

' Throw down that cup of Samian wine, 
A land of slaves shall ne'er be mine.' (Cheers.) 
The Chairman said he thought the meeting did not require 
any words of his to follow the very eloquent speeches that had 
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been made. He would, therefore, put the motion to the meeting. 
Before doing so he was requested by Mr. Wessels to say that an 
Vitlanders' Association had been formed at Pretoria, and he hoped 
that it might become affiliated with the National Union. 

The resolution was then put, and unanimously carried amidst 
loud applause. 

Mr. Bettington moTed : — 

'This meeting desires to record its high appreciation of the 
services rendered by Sir Henry Loch and Sir J. A. de Wet 
in securing exemption for British subjects from the 
obligation of personal military service while they are 
denied the privileges of citizenship in this State.' 
In doing so he said they talked a great deal about their 
wrongs and grievances, and about what they were going to do, 
but they should not forget those who had rendered valuable aid in 
the past, and without whose aid, perhaps, the streets of Johannes- 
burg and Pretoria might have run with blood. He referred to 
Sir Henry Loch and Sir Jacobus de Wet They heard of the 
tndning of guns, and that the town of Pretoria was in the 
possession of armed burghers, but through the efforts of the 
gentlemen . mentioned no serious collision took place. To the 
efforts of those gentiemen was due the approaching return of the 
commandeered prisoners, and the provision that in future no 
British subject could be commandeered. He thought all present 
would agree that the XJitlanders of British extraction owed their 
sinoerest thanks to the gentiemen mentioned in the resolution. 
(Loud applause.) At the same time their strongest protest should 
go up against those from whom they might have expected other 
things, who had 'rounded on them' in their hour of need. 
(Groans.) It had been said that we did not any of us wish to see 
flie British flag again floating over this land— (hear, hear) — ^but 
Gbd help us as British subjects if we had not been able in the 
time of trouble to look for shelter to the power that flag repre- 
sented when the Government oppressed us. (Loud applause.) 
The British subjects owed their heartiest thanks to that suzerainty 
for saving them and the country from a crisis such as all of them 
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would hope they might neyer be called upon to pass through 
again. (Cheers.) He would say no more, but content himBelf 
with proposing the resolution. 

Mr. Hoyle seconded. He did not know if his Toice was large 
enough to be heard ; he did not intend to say much in seconding 
Mr. Bettington's resolution. When Sir Henry Loch came up 
here, the country was in a critical state. Some politicians in the 
Gape Parliament took the place for a big workshop, in which as 
much money as possible should be made. A &lse simile had been 
suggested. Sir Henry Loch was said to have approached a 
powder magazine, and an explosion had at once taken place. 
Bather than this, he likened the people when Sir Henry came 
here to a boiler surcharged with steam. Sir Henry came and 
turned on the safety cock, and so saved an explosion. He 
regarded the commandeering incidents with great satisfaction. 
Notwithstanding cruel wrongs, the people came through the crisis 
splendidly. No other country containing such mixed elements 
could have come through such an ordeal so successfully. He 
belieyed that the Gbyemment had now been impressed for the 
first time with the desirability of taking the proper steps to 
maintain order. He was sure that if it had only done what every 
government would have done and appointed a guard of honour^ 
the regrettable carriage incident would never have taken place. 
(Hear, hear.) Commenting on the recent passage-at-arms between 
Dr. Leyds and the querulous Mr. Wobnarans in the Yolksraad, he 
said he considered the action of the State Secretary was statesman* 
like in the extreme. The speaker then paid a warm tribute to the 
firm stand taken by the High Comipissioner and the British 
Resident in connection with the commandeering incident, and 
remarked that, even from the Uitiander's point of view, the result 
was entirely satisfactory. (Hear, hear, and applause.) That they 
were able to stand there that night, and as free men say that their 
salvation in future depended entirely upon their own efforts, and 
that they were determined to fight constitutionally^ was due to the 
intervention of these two gentiemen. (Cheers.) 

The resolution was carried. 
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LEADING ARTICLE 
In * Land en Volk' (a Dutch Newspaper), 

December 21st, 1893. 
(trakblatiok.) 

Nsw oocurrenceB compel us to return with sad hearts to the 
oonsideratioii of our existence as a nation, our govemmenty and in 
oonneetion therewith our independence. What was the indepen- 
dence for which we fought a mighty nation P It was the right to 
free this country from foreign control, to maintain our language 
and our laws, and to retain the sovereign power of the people to 
gOTera the people. Are we carrying out this noble idea P The 
subject is of too great importance to be dealt with even in seyeral 
artidesy and to-day we intend only to give a review thereof. The 
govemment of the people by the people has not the meaning that 
a President and Executive Council are there to make laws, but 
specially to see that the will of the people is carried out, to 
administer the law made by the representatives of the people in 
the Baad. The powers of the Government should be strictly 
defined, and a constant wakefulness should unceasingly be exer- 
cised to prevent encroachment being made on the rights and 
powers of the Yolksraad. And this necessity becomes still 
greater when we have a President who in former days rendered 
the country undoubted services, and who has made himself loved 
among the burghers by his former patriotism. 

The past has secured Mr. Kruger great power and love, but it 
grieves us to have to say that, instead of maintaining the holy 
idea of the people, he, while constantly having the words on his lips, 
unconsciously perhaps, has used his power to encroach upon the 
sovereign power and liberty of the people, and to imdermine the 
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foundatioiiB upon which that power and liberty rest. The 
thousands of burghers who voted against him were brought to do 
so by the oonyiction of this truth, and it remains to be seen what 
bitter firuits our country must pluck for his election as President 
However, we can only contend manfully against the tendency 
more and more to subvert our Constitution by a system under 
which the Chvemment in practice brings about the e^fareemeni qfUi 
will through influencing the Volkeraad^ instead of the Yolksraad 
being the highest power to make laws which must be carried into 
effect by the Gbvemment. How can we attain this P By anty 
electing men to the Yolksraad who possess the intelligence to 
recognise the dangers which we have indicated, to contend against 
them, and to overcome theuL 

President Kruger has been re-elected for five years. Oan we, 
and may we, leave our institutions in his hands, and those who 
surround him during this period safely and in oonfidenoeP To 
this there is only one answer. Let him do his work as President 
according to his duty and conscience, and not let himself be got 
hold of by alien fortune-hunters and speculators to grasp and to 
arrogate to himself powers which only belong to the people who 
are to be represented by the Yolksraad. Let him not ezerdae the 
slightest influence by flattery, intrigue, intimidation, or Uuff on 
these people whose holiest duty it is to ynaintain the rights of the 
people, at least to hand them down unimpaired, if possible 
strengthened, to their children. In other words, let every member 
of the Yolksraad, in renewing his solemn oath as a Yolksraad 
member, understand that he is every day, and every hour, there 
on guard to see that the Gbvemment faithfully disohargea its 
duties, but does not exceed its powers in any way. Let the Pre- 
sident only appear in the Baad when he is sunmioned there^ and 
let members freely exercise their judgment and express their 
views independently and uninfluenced, instead of simply following 
the Government like parrots, and adopting its arguments, thereby 
being compelled to do the will of the Gbvemment. Simple daty 
demands this. Oan any one doubt for a moment that this warning 
is more than highly necessary ^ Have the rights of the peofde 
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been regarded in great matters such as the Gonstitutiony in 
financial matters^ new taxes, railways, conoessionsy the liberty of 
ike press, and other instances too many to name P And how has 
the legisUtare in these matters been taken up by the Gbyemment 
and brought into effect? Without doubt, by interested persons 
who haye exercised pressure on the Baad. How often is not that 
holy word indbp£NDbncb used in the Baad in respect of laws 
which are whoUy in conflict with our independence P With all 
deference, we belieye that eyen members of the Baad haye not 
comprehended the effect or consequences of laws which haye been 
laid before them ; in other instances they haye been misled by 
arguments used ; in, again, other instances they haye apparently 
thought that the Gh>yemment consisted of men who had fought 
with them, and who therefore could do no wrong, but, howeyer it 
may be, the bitter truth must be said that serious injury has been 
inflicted upon the people, injury that, howeyer restricted, will 
still justify the testimony that Paul EIruger is spending the last 
years of his life to undo the good work which he has done for the 
people in earlier yeara 

We may direct the attention of our readers to one or two in- 
stances during the last sitting of the Yolksraad. By the Grondwet 
it is proyided that the Yolksraad must fix the amount of each tax. 
The Yolksraad has giyen, at the request of Mr. EIruger, the power 
to him to determine whether the tax on djmamite should be 9d. 
per pound or less, and whether he should charge one trader 57«. 
per case as a tax, while he caused another to pay 40«. per case. 
Where is the Grondwet P The Gbondwet should remain unaltered 
unless the people desire express change, and proposed laws must 
be published before the sitting of the Yolksraad. Then Mr. 
IBjruger brings an alteration into the Grondwet without consulting 
the people and without publishing the draft law. Uniyersal 
safety demands that the press shall be free. Mr. Kruger brings in 
a law directed against the writing of the truth. It is no longer 
necessary to giye account to the peopla The Gk>yemment induces 
the Yolksraad to pass bad laws, and thus the Yolksraad becomes a 
yehide to enable Mr. Eruger to secure and to carry out his own 
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WILL AND NOT THAT OF THB PSOPLB. Legifllatioxi originates from 
the Gbyemment instead of from the people. How many instances 
are there not known to our readers in which not the slightest 
attention has been paid to their memorials, while laws which were 
not only never asked for, bat which were wholly against the 
interests of the people, were precipitately accepted without 
petitions or publication. 

Burghers, the whole attitude of our Gbyemment as revealed 
by acts has been to takb ths power out of ths hands of thb 

PBOPLB AND TO PLAGB THAT POWBB IN THB HANDS OF THS GbVERN- 

M BNT. What, then, becomes of our independence P What does it 
profit us to have a Bepublic which is only a Republic in name and 
appearance? What does it matter when men have an autocratic 
ruler whether he is called a Tsar or a PresidentP We have 
always been a people of feeling. Let us regard these things as 
they ara There are dangers threatening our constitution, subtle 
dangers, worse because they have grown up gradually in such a 
form that our friends do not recognise them as dangera Now, it 
is the duty of every one who loves this country to learn to recog- 
nise and to contend with them as deadly enemies. We have taken 
up the work ; let us not rest until we have strangled, suppressed, 
and destroyed it. If we ever lose our indkpbndbncx it will be 
because we have lost the spirit, the comprehension, and the con- 
sciousness to be a free people. Let us show that we still possess 
these qualities in order to avoid the words so often used in an 
improper sense, that by our conduct the corse of Heaven and the 
curse of our children and children's children shall not cleave to us. 
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OUR CONSTITUTION 

EXPLAINED BY 

ADVOCATE AURET. 
An Address given in Johannesburg in 1892. 

Mr. J. G. AuRBT (who upon ooming forward was greeted with 
great apphtuse), stated that the subject of his address, 'The 
Chrowth of the Constitution in this Republic/ was a somewhat 
Jirj subject, although not without some interesting points. He 
had gone into the matter with some care, and compiled a paper 
which he would now read to the meeting. The address ran as 
follows : — 

Mr. Chairman and G^tlemen, — In tracing the origin of the 
Constitution of the South African Republic, I find it necessary 
to refer briefly to the early history of the people who framed 
it, or rather to some of the more prominent incidents therein. 

For causes which are generally ascribed to dislike of British 
rule, the old Yoortrekkers commenced, in or about the year 
1880, to sell their farms in the Cape Colony, and to move north- 
wards in search of a land where, from their point of view, true 
freedom was to be found. At first only small parties were made 
up in different parts of the Colony, and trekked away quietiy, 
under the impression that they were liable to be prevented from 
going, until in 1836 Sir Andries Stockenstrom, the then Lieu- 
tenant-Governor, declared that he was not aware of any law 
which could prohibit His Majesty's subjects from leaving the 
country for the object intended. In that year the movement 
was taken up on a large scala Hendrik Potgieter trekked away 
with 200 families into Morok6*s country. Later in the year €brt 
Maritz followed with some 300 families out of the district of 
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Graaf-Beinet and Uitenhage, and wended IiIb way along the Yaal 
Biyer through the pastures of Moselkatse, the chief of the Mata- 
beles. From time to time reinforcements arrived from the Colony, 
and, after successive struggles with the Matabeles and other 
native races, the emigrant Boers settled down in peace between 
the Modder and Yet Bivers. From here, in 1837, Pieter Betief 
with a large following decided upon trekking north-eastward and 
reached Natal, where already a small English colony had been 
established. Towards the end of this year Betief s party was 
further reinforced by trekkers, and his numbers increased to 
about one thousand families, scattered over the base of the 
Drakensberg. In the following year a treaty was made with 
Dingaan, which was followed by the barbarous massacre of Betief 
with seventy of his followers, and the defeat of the Zulus ou 
Dingaan's Day. In 1839 a trek was organized by Hendrik Pot- 
gieter further northwards from the Yet Biver, and the town of 
Potchefstroom (called so after Potgieter) was established on the 
banks of the Mooi Biver. In 1841 Natal was proclaimed a 
British colony, and most of the Boers who had located themselves 
along the Drakensberg wended their way back again, some in the 
direction of Yet Biver, where the town of Winberg had been 
established, but the majority settled in the land north of the Yaal 
Biver. After the battle of Boomplaats, in which Pretorius, with 
a large following of Boers from the north of the Yaal Biver, had 
taken a prominent part, overtures were made to the British 
Government to recognise the independence of the Transvaal State, 
with the result that on the 16th January, 1852, a Convention was 
entered into (known as the Zandriver Convention) between Major 
Hogg (representing Her Majesty's Government) and Pretorius, 
with sixteen others deputed by tiie emigrant Boers living north 
of the Yaal Biver, in which was granted to the Boers the right 
to manage their own afEairs and to govern their people according 
to their own laws, under certain conditions named in the Con- 
vention. 

I can find no evidence that up to this time the Boers had 
thought out the question of any settied form of government, or 
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that there was any combined action amongst themselyes, excepting 
in relation to matters of defence. No written compact existed 
setting forth the terms upon which their political affairs should 
be r^^olated. If their ideal was a Republican Gk>Tenmienty their 
notion of it was Yague and obscure. This was probably the result 
of the unsettled tenure of the land they occupied, their nomadic 
and scattered condition of existence, their constant strifes and 
struggles with the natiyes, which caused them to delay in formu- 
lating a solemn compact to treat of matters of franchise, 
elections, and all the other incidents of a settled and peaceful 
government. In Natal they called themselves ' De Zuid Afii- 
kaansche Maatschappy,' and held a C!ouncil called a Yolks- 
raad, which was presided over by a President. Similar Councils 
were held at Potchefstroom and Ohrigstad, for there are still 
extant the records of several Yolksraad Besluits which on the 
laoe appear to have been passed at these places. 

At a meeting of Boers held at Derdeport in May, 1849, 
attended by delegates from all parts of the Transvaal and from 
Natal, a resolution was passed to form a ' Union of the People on 
this side of the Yaal,' and the meeting also approved of the 
thirty-three Articles, which had been framed some five years 
previously by the Boers who had settled in the neighbourhood of 
Potchefsbroom. This document, consisting as it does of thirty- 
three very short sections, is most primitive in style and compo- 
sition, and must have been formulated under the assumption that 
aa unwritten constitution was in existence, for with the exception 
of providing for an annual election of Yolksraad Members, and 
niiilriiig a vague declaration as to what the common law of the 
people shall be, it has not even the semblance of a written con- 
stitution of any form of Government. At length, in 1858 (i.e., six 
jrears after the Transvaal Republic had been recognised by England 
as an independent State), a committee of fourteen was appointed 
by the people to draft a Gbondwet or Constitution for the Re- 
public. This was done, and the draft Constitution was submitted to 
the Yolksraad, by whom it was approved ol Its subsequent publi- 
cation obtained for it the tacit assent and acceptance by the people. 
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This Gbondwet has from time to time been altered and modififldi 
not in manner provided by itself^ i.e.y by giving three months 
notice to the people, but by simple Yolkoraad Beslnit or reaohi* 
tion. During the aesaion of 1890 the Grondwet was publiahed in 
a oonaolidated form, with all the previous additions and al t er a tJana, 
and as so published it now forms — ^together with Law 12 at 1887, 
which gives the Gbldfields representation in the Baad ; Law 4 at 
1890, by which the Second Chamber was created; and Law 6 
of 1890, which amended the Franchise Law of 1882— the Con- 
stitution of the South African Bepublic — and Law 6 of 1890, 
by which the qualification for eligibility as State President was 
altered. I shall briefly state what the chief provisions of the 
Grondwet are: — ^It contains 159 sections, and is divided into 
eight chapters. The first chapter declares — That the form of 
Government shall be republican; that its territory is open to 
all foreigners; that there shall be no equality between black 
and white; and that slavery shall not be allowed; that the 
Yolksraad shall be entrusted with the making of laws for the 
people, and shall be the highest authority in the land ; that the 
proposal and execution of all laws be entrusted to a State 
President, and that the judicial power shall be vested in a Higlk 
Court; that there shall be liberty of the press. Chapter H. 
treats of the protection and defence of Church and State, and pro- 
vides — That only members of a Protestant Church shall be 
representatives of the people in the Yolksraad; that in case of 
a warlike invasion, each inhabitant shall be liable to be called 
out to assist in the defence; that all treaties shall be ratified 
by the Yolksraad. Chapter III. relates to the Yolksraad, and 
provides — That the Yolksraad shall be the supreme power in the 
State, and shall consist of at least twelve membera* 

The qualification of a member of the Yolksraad is as foUowa ^— 
He shall be thirty years of age, shall have been bom in the Be- 
public, or have been an enfranchised burgher for fifteen yeara^ 
and shall be a member of the Protestant Church. Every peraoii 

* This \b according to the law as altered in 1687. For statement of pio- 
gressiye changes, see Anneznre to my statement. 
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bom in the State and of the age of twenty-one yean, or who 
haa been naturaliied, shall have the right to vote for a member 
ol the Yolkaraad. (This has been altered by the Law 4 of 1890, 
by restrieting the right of voting in regard to persons who 
are not bom in the State to those who, for ten years, have 
possessed the right of being elected to a seat in the Second 
CBiamber.) Each district shall be represented by two members in 
Hie YoIkBraad, with the exception of Pretoria, Potche&troom, 
Lydenburg, Bustenborg, and Yryheid, which shall have three 
members; the Baad elects its own Ohairman for the session ; all 
meetings shall be with open doors, unless the Baad decides upon 
having a secret sitting ; all appointments shall be annually laid 
before the Baad for approval Chapter lY. treats of the Presi- 
dent and the members of the Executive C!ouncil, and provides-^ 
That the Executive power be entrusted to the President, who is 
responsible to the Yolksraad. He is elected by the burghers for 
five years, must be thirty years of age, need not be a burgher of 
the State, but must be a member of a Protestant Church.* All 
other officials are subordinate to the President, with the ex* 
oeption of Judicial officers, who are independent of him. During 
his term of office he may not undertake any other service or 
engage in trade, and may not leave the country without consent 
of the Yolksraad. In case of incapacity, or the death of the 
President, the Yice*President shall act until a new President 
can be elected. The President can be deposed, if he be guilty 
of misconduct or other serious crime, after trial by a Court, 
consisting of the members of the High Court, the Chairman 
and one member of the Yolksraad. He is entrusted with the 
duty of proposing laws which he may think necessary, or which 
may be suggested to him by the people. All proposed laws shall 
be published for three months in the StaaUcourant before being 
submitted to the Yolksraad. The President has, with the consent 
of the Executive Council, the right of declaring war or peace. 

* The qualificatkm of the State Presideiit was amended by Law 5 of 1890, 
whldi prorided that a candidati^ for the office should be a burgher eligible 
for election as a member of the First VoUcsraad. 
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The President appoints all officials. At the commenoement of the 
session he shall submit to the Yolksraad an estiinate of revenue 
and expenditure. Once a year he shall make a cireoit and yisit 
all the towns in the Republic. He has the right, subject to the 
approval of the Yolksraad, of dismissing any official The Presi- 
dent, together with the Executiye Council, has the right of com- 
muting sentences and of reprieving criminals. The Executive 
Council shall consist of the President, the Commandant-Oeneral 
(elected by the people for ten years), two enfranchised burghers 
(elected by the Yolksraad for two years), a Secretary (elected by 
the Yolksraad for four years), and the Superintendent of Natives. 
The President is chairman and has a casting vote. The President 
and Executive Council shall have a seat in the Yolksraad but no 
vote. The Heads of Departments are: — The State Attorney* 
Treasurer-General, Auditor-General, Superintendent of Education, 
Orphan Master, Registrar of Deeds, Surveyor-Gteneral, Minister 
of Mines, and Minister of Public Works, and these have a vote in 
the Executive on matters which they are called upon by the 
Executive to discuss with them. 

Chapter Y. treats of the Military Power, the election by the 
people of Field-Comets, Commandants, and the Commandant- 
Gteneral. 

Chapter YI. provides for the administration of Justice and 
establishes a High Court, a Circuit Court, and Court of Landdrosts, 

Chapter YII. relates to the appointment of officials for ad- 
ministrative purposes ; and 

Chapter YIII. relates to matters of revenue. 

In 1890 the Constitution was amended by the creation of two 
Yolksraads in the place of the one then in existence. A law (No. 4 
of that year) was passed for the purpose, and provides : — ^That 
the legislative power shall be entrusted to a representation of the 
people, consisting of a First and Second Yolksraad. 

That the First Yolksraad shall be the supreme authority in 
the State, and shall be that body which has hitherto been called 
the Yolksraad, and the members thereof shall be elected by 
burghers enfranchised before the passing of this law, or who^ 
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after the pasaiiig of this law, have possessed the right of franchise 
lor the term of fourteen years. 

The qualification of a memher of the First Yolksraad is that 
lie shall be thirty years of age, a member of a Protestant Church, 
shall have landed property in the State, shall have obtained the 
Imrgher right before the passing of this law, or, after the passing 
of this law, shall have been an enfranchised burgher for fourteen 
years. 

The State President and the Members of the Executive Council 
shall have a seat in each House, but shall have no vote. 

The qualification of a member of the Second Chamber is that 
he shall be thirty years of age, a member of a Protestant Church, 
shall have landed property in the State, and shall have been an 
enfranchised burgher for two years. It is further provided by 
this law that : — 

The Second Yolksraad shall have the power to regulate the 
following matters either by way of law or by way of besluit, 
namely : — Matters relating to mining ; the making of waggon and 
post roads; posts and telegraphs; the protection of inventions, 
patents, trade marks, and copyrights ; the conditions, rights, and 
duties of companies ; insolvency ; civil and criminal proceedings ; 
and such other matters as the First Yolksraad shall refer to the 
Second. 

All laws and resolutions passed by the Second Yolksraad shall, 
within thirty-eight hours, be communicated to the First Yolks- 
raad as well as to the President. 

The State President has the right, when he has received notice 
from the Second Yolksraad of the adoption of a law or besluit, 
within fourteen days to submit it to the First Yolksraad for 
oonaideration. 

The next provision of the law I shall quote in extenso, with the 
view of subsequently discussing the absolute uselessness of the 
Second Chamber as a piece of legislative machinery: — 'If the 
State President, within the above-named fourteen days, shall not 
have laid the communicated law, or besluit, before the First 
Yolksraad for consideration, and the First Yolksraad has con- 
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ndered it unneoessary to take the law, or bealuit, of its own 
accord into consideratioiiy the State President shaU be obliged to 
publish such law, or besluit, in the first following Staatseourantt 
unless he, with the advice and eonsent of the Executiye Council, 
shall deem it undesirable in the interest of the State to do sa 
No law, or besluit, adopted by the Second Chamber shall have 
any force unless it has been published by the President in the 
StaaUcourant' 

The only further alteration of the Constitution to which I 
need at present refer is that made by Law No. 5 of 1890. Before 
the framing of this law. Letters of Naturalisation could be 
obtained after five years' residence, and upon payment of the 
sum of £25. By the law of 1890 a residence of only two years is 
required and the payment of a sum of £6. But, whereas Letters 
of Naturalisation under the old law made the recipient thereof a 
full-fledged burgher, letters under the new law allow him to 
become a burgher only after a lapse of fourteen years after receipt 
of such letters. 

By the above outline I have attempted to give you concisely 
and clearly a true exposition of the Constitution of this BepuUio 
as it exists at present The old Yoortrekkers, men whose Utera* 
ture was the Bible, and who were more at home with the whip 
and rifle than with the pen, drafted their Grondwet on lines of 
what they considered contained the doctrines of true BepuUican- 
ism, and, for their time, and for the circumstances then existingy 
their Grondwet was, no doubt, a sound basis upon which to cany 
on the Gk>vemment of the day. It would be idle to compare the 
work of the Committee appointed in 1858 to draft the Grondwet 
of the Boers with the Convention which met at Philade^diia in 
1787 to frame the Constitution for the United States of Nortii 
America. Of this Convention Mr. Bryce, in his work on the 
American Commonwealth, writes : — 

' This &unous Assembly, which consisted of fifty-five delegates^ 
sat nearly five months, and expended upon its work an 
amount of labour and thought commensurate with the 
magnitude of the task and the splendour of the result 
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The debates were eeeiet^ and fortunately ao, far oriticifliii 
from without miglit have imperilled a work wliioh seemed 
repestodly on the point of breaking down, so great were 
tlie difficulties enoountered from the different divergent 
sentiments and interests of different parts of the country, 
as well as of the larger and smaller State& 
' It is hard to-day even for Americans to realise how enormous 

those difficulties were. Well might Hamilton say — 
'''The establishment of a Constitution in time of profound 
peace by the voluntary consent of the whole people is a 
prodigy to the completion of which I look forward with 
trembling anxiety.'^ ' 
Our purpose, howeyer, is not to deal with the excellence or 
deleete of the Constitution from the point of view of the Voortrek- 
kora of 1868, but to consider the question whether it is suitable 
to the present wants of the inhabitants of the Bepublio. 

For the purpose of discussing the merits of the Constitution 
aiid its adaptability to the present changed and enlightened 
tiaieB I purpose to divide it into 

Threb Branches, 

the Executive, the Legislative, and the Judicial I shall at 
certain points raise comparisons of our Constitution with that of 
the United States, which will be admitted to be the most perfect 
moiA of a Constitution for a Republican Government 

▲t the head of the Executive is the State President, who, as 
we see from the * Qrondwet,' is elected by the people ; he is not 
responsible to the people, but to the Yolksraad. At first im- 
prosaion it may appear that it does not matter whether the 
Prsaident's responsibility is to the people direct or to them 
through their representatives in the Yolksraad, but I shall 
presently attempt to show that the indirect responsibility of the 
Prsaident is one of the greatest evils of the Constitution. The 
first President of the Bepublic under the Ghrondwet was Marthinus 
Wesaels Pretorius. He was elected in 1858, and continued in 
office until 1860, when he was elected to the Presidentship of the 
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Orange Free State. Li 1864 he resigned the PreaLdentship of 
the Free State, and was re-eleoted President of the TransyaaL 
He remained President untQ 1872, when the Bey. Thomas 
Burgers, a minister of the Free Protestant Church at Ghraaf- 
Beinet, was elected, the law with regard to the qualification of 
the President having in 1871 been altered with the object of 
admitting Mr. Burgers. By this law it was provided that it was 
not a necessary qualification that the President should be a 
burgher of the State. Mr. Burgers remained President untQ 
the annexation by England in 1877. After the retrocession in 
1882, the country, having for a short time been governed by a 
triumvirate consisting of Eruger, Pretorius, and Joubert, his 
Honour Paul Eruger was elected President. In 1887 he was 
re-elected. His term of office expires this year, and his Honour 
offers himself for a third time to the people for re-election. There 
is nothing in the Constitution to prevent this ; in fact, there is a 
special provision that he shall be re-eligibla It is, however, a 
serious question whether the Constitution is not capable of amend- 
ment in this respect, so as to limit the term for which any indi- 
vidual shall hold the office of President In America the same 
rule prevailed, now, however, abrogated by custom, and upon tins 
point Mr. Bryce writes : — 

' The constitution prescribes no limit for the re-eligibility of 
the President. He may go on being chosen from one four- 
year period after another for the term of his natural life. 
But tradition has supplied the place of law. Elected in 
1789, Washington submitted to be re-elected in 1792. But 
when he had served this second term he absolutely refuaed 
to serve a third, urging the risk to republican insfitations 
of suffering the same man to continue constantly in office. 
Jefferson, Madison, Monroe, and Jackson obeyed the prece- 
dent, and did not seek, nor did their friends for them, 
re-election after two terms. After them no President was re- 
elected except Lincoln, down to General Grant. Grant was 
President from 1869 to 1873, and again from 1873 to 1877 ; 
then came Mr. Hayes ; and in 1880 an attempt was made 
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to break the unwritten role in Grant's favoor. Each party 
nominates its candidate in a gigantic assembly called the 
National Convention. In the Bepublioan Party Con- 
vention of 1880y a powerful group of delegates put 
forward Grant for nomination as the party candidate, 
alleging his special services as a ground for giving him 
the honour of a third term. Had there not been among 
the Republicans themselves a section personally hostile 
to Ghrant, or rather to those who surrounded him, the 
attempt might have succeeded, though it would probably 
have involved defeat at the polls. But this hostile section 
found the prepossession of the people against a third term 
so strong that, by appealing to the established tradition, 
they defeated the Grant men in the convention, and 
obtained the nomination of Mr. Ghurfield, who was vic- 
torious at the ensuing election. This precedent has been 
taken as practically decisive for the future, because General 
Gbant, though his administration had been marked by 
grave faults, was an exceptionally popular figure. A 
principle affirmed against him is not likely to be de- 
parted from in favour of any aspirant for many elections 
to come.' 
In earlier times, when there were few men in the country 
to whom the people could look up as leaders, and when, as actu- 
ally occurred, it might have been found necessary to go outside 
of the Republic for a suitable President, it might have been 
desirable to make no restriction in respect of re-eligibility ; but at 
the present time, when there are numbers of men in this country 
as competent, and more so than their predecessors who have gone 
before, to assume the highest office in the State, it becomes matter 
for earnest consideration whether 'the risk to republican insti- 
tutions of suffering the same man to continue constantly in office ' 
does not demand an alteration in the constitution. 

Again, according to the Grondwet, the President has a seat 
in the Raad, but has no vote. 'The American President is not 
a member of the Legislature at aU. He is an independent and 
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aeparate power on whom the people for the sake of checking the 
Legialatare, and of protecting themselyes against it, have specially 
conferred the function of arresting by hie disapproval its acts.' 
The seat which the Transvaal President has in the Ydkaraad, and 
his interference with every little detail in the work of the session, 
is without doubt one of the worst features of the oonstitntiQn, and 
cannot be otherwise than attended by the most baneful conse- 
quences. As a leader of the people, it is but natural that the less 
intelligent members of the Baad should look upon the President 
as a man of superior wisdom, and subordinate their views to his, 
especially when his opinions upon every question discussed are 
constantly pressed with the utmost persistency, to the extent that, 
in every session of the Baad, we hear of such undignified scenes 
as the President retiring from the House in anger and threatening 
to resign because the Baad refused to do his wilL Nor does it 
rest hera If the President cannot get his way in the House, or 
fears that any scheme of his may not be accq>ted by the Raad, 
caucuses are held at his private dwelling, and there, with copious 
libations of early coffee, the members are primed to do the Presi- 
dent's will when the Baad meets again. What is the result of 
all this P We are under the fond delusion that we are governed 
according to true republican principles, while we are in reality 
being ruled by an autocrat. I think, therefore, that you will 
agree with me that in this respect also the constitution deserves 
amendment, namely, the President should be deprived of his 
seat in the Yolksraad. I may remark that in the neighbouring 
Bepublic the constitution also provides a seat for the President in 
the Yolksraad, yet President Beitz, and President Brand before 
him, have, I believe, always observed the good taste to stay at 
home until they had been sent for. 

According to the Ghrondwet, all legislation must be witi^i^ 
by the 8tate*President 

^The American President cannot introduce BiUs either 

directly or through his Ministers, for they do not sit in 

Oongress. All that the Constitution permits him to do in 

this direction is to inform Oongress of the state of the 
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nation, and to reoommeiid the measures which his ex- 
perience in administration shows to be necessary. The 
latter function is discharged by the messages which the 
President addresses to Congress. The most important is 
that sent by the hands of his Private Secretary at the 
beginning of each Session. George Washington used to 
deliver his addresses orally. Jefferson, when his turn 
oame in 1801, began the practice of sending communica- 
tions in writing; and this has been followed ever since. 
The message usually discusses the leading questions of 
the moment, indicates mischiefs needing a remedy, and 
suggests the requisite legislation. But as no Bills are 
submitted by the President, and as, even were he to 
submit them, no one of his Ministers sits in either House 
to explain and defend them, the message is a shot in the 
air, without practical result. It is rather a manifesto, a 
declaration of opinion and policy, than a step towards 
legislation. Congress is not moved. Members go their 
own ways, and bring in their own Bills. President 
Cleveland, for instance, has recently (1887) in two succes- 
sive messages called attention to the necessity for dealing 
with the silver question, but Congress has not even 
attempted to handle the matter.' 
I will not go to the length of saying that in this country no 
l^islation should be initiated by the Executive; it would, I 
think, be an unwise alteration in the Constitution to deprive the 
Exeeutive of the right of introducing Bills; yet no one will 
doubt for a moment but that it ought to be the inherent privilege 
of every Member of the Raad to introduce a law for the good of 
his fellow-subjects.* In the Cape Colony, for instance, many 
wise laws have been initiated by Members of Parliament. The 
Oonstitution may, therefore, safely be amended by not restricting 
ttie right to propose laws to the President, and by allowing each 
If ember of the Yolksraad to introduce any private Bills which he 

* It reduces the Raad to the subordinate position of a consulting body, and 
preve n t s any legislation aimed at restricting the powers of the Ezecutiye. 
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pleaaeB. The Ghrondwet provides that the State Presideat shall 
he responsible to the Yolksraad. I have already mentioned that^ 
to my mind, this is one of the greatest defects in the CSonstitation 
of the Transvaal, this responsibility of the President, not direct^ 
to the people, but to the Yolksraad as the representative of the 
peopla The evil of it lies in this : the President is virtually the 
controlling spirit of the Yolksraad ; he is responsible to a body in 
which he himself has a seat, and where he exercises an almost 
supreme influenca He is not, like the American President, a 
check upon the Legislature, for he is part and parcel of the 
Legislature itself. The Heads of the Departments are his 
nominees, with approval of the Yolksraad. If anything goes 
wrong in any department, the President, as the Chief of the 
Executive, ought to take the responsibility of it. But to whom 
has he to account P To the Yolksraad with whose approval the 
nomination was made, and before whom the head of such 
department has to be impeached in cases of any misconduct or 
irregularity. 

To give you an illustration, and taking, say, the State 
Attorney's Department as an example: Some short time ago a 
man called Linskey, an official employed in Johannesburg, robbed 
the Government of some thousands of pounds, which he carefolty 
deposited in the Standard Bank. The embezzlement was dis- 
covered. Now, if this had happened in any country where the 
administration of justice was properly conducted, the od^prit 
would have been arrested, and within, say, at the most six weeks^ 
he would have been brought to trial, convicted, and sentenced, 
and the money would have been re-transferred to the coffers ol 
the State. What actually happened, however, is this: Linskey 
was, through the negligence of the State Attorney's Department 
kept in gaol beyond the time prescribed by law for bringing 
a criminal to trial, the result of which was that the High Ooort 
discharged him. Meanwhile the State Attorney had allowed 
Linskey to appropriate the sum of £600 out of the money whidi 
he had stolen, for the purpose of defending hiTnwAlf Linakey is 
now at large threatening the Government with an action for 

306 



APPENDICES TO THE STATEMENT. 

dimi^eB for haying kept liim in gaol so long. Now, no greater 
mal-administration of justice could occur. Yet, if the President^ 
who, I flay, ought to be responaUe to the people for the good 
conduct of the State Attorney's Department, were to be taken 
to task for this at the hustings, his answer would be : ' I am not 
responsible to you. I am responsible to the Yolksraad, before 
whom the State Attorney has been impeached, and by whom 
he has been acquitted. I have accounted to the Yolksraad, 
and they are satisfied.' This is surely not a fit state of 
thingsP* 

Another great defect in the Constitution of the Transvaal lies 

in the fact that the Executive Council, the advisers of the 

President, are not his nominees, but those of the people and the 

Yolksraad, viz., the Commandant-General is elected by the 

people, the remaining members by the Yolksraad. In America, 

the ministers of the President are his own nominees, and he is 

responsible for their acts. The President there has the amplest 

range of choice for his ministers. He usually forms an entirely 

new Cabinet when he enters office, even if he belongs to the same 

party as his predecessor. He may take— he sometimes does take 

— men who not only never have sat in Congress, but have not 

figured in politics at all, who may never have sat in a State 

Legislature nor held the humblest offica Generally, of course, 

the persons chosen have already made for themselves a position of 

at least local importance. Often they are those to whom the 

President owes his election, or to whose influence with the party 

he looks for support in his policy. Sometimes they have been his 

most prominent competitors for the party nominations. The 

respective positions of the President and his ministers are the 

reverse of those which exist in the constitutional monarchies of 

Europa There the sovereign is irresponsible, and the minister 

responsible for the acts which he does in the sovereign's name. 

In America the President is responsible, because the minister is 

nothing more than his servant, bound to obey him, and inde- 

* Isn^t this libel? L. has been acquitted, and the Qyil case pending will 
bring out his guilt or innooeoce. AOnde to Ribbinks* case, wliidi Is worse. 
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pendent of Congress. The minigter's acts are, therefore, legalty 

the acts of the President. The President is personally responsiblD 

for his aets, not indeed to Congress, but to the people by whom he 

is chosen. No means exist of enforcing this responsibility, eocoept 

by impeachment ; but as his power lasts for four years only, and 

is much restricted, this is no serious eviL He cannot avoid 

re^mnsibility by alleging the advice of his ministers, for he is not 

bound to follow it, and they are bound to obey him or retina 

The ministers do not sit in Congress. They are not aoooontaUe 

to it, but to the President, their master. Li this state of things 

one cannot properly talk of the Cabinet apart from the Premdent. 

An American administration resembles not so much the cabinete 

of England and France as the group of ministers who surround 

the Tsar or the Sultan, or who executed the bidding of a Bomaa 

Emperor like Constantine or Justinian. Such ministers are 

severally responsible to their master, and are severally called in to 

counsel him, but they have not necessarily any relations with one 

another, nor any duty of collective action. So while the President 

commits each department to the minister whom the law provides, 

and may, if he chooses, leave it altogether to that minister, the 

executive acts done are his own acts, by which the country wiU 

judge him, and still more is his policy as a whole his own poliqr^ 

and not the policy of his ministers taken together. 

In the Transvaal the members of the Executive are, as I have 
said, not nominated by the President, and he is not responsible for 
their acts. The result of this condition of things is that Partf 
Government under the Constitution is an impossibility. The 
President is associated with men who, perhaps, do not belong to 
the same party as he does, or who may not belong to any party at 
alL They may be men with whom he is not in touch as far as 
political matters are concerned, who have been in office before he 
was elected, who have counselled the outgoing President during 
his term of office and helped him to shape a policy, and have now 
again to advise the new President, who may have a policy totally 
opposed to that of his predecessor. I think I have sufficiently 
shown that, as far as the Executive branch of the Consti- 
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tntioii is oonoemedy it is capable of very large and important 
reforms.* 

Oomingy now, to the Legislatiye Branch of the Constitution — 
the Legislatare of the Transvaal is composed of two Houses, the 
First Yolksraad and the Second Yolksraad. Up to the year 1890 
the Legislature of the country was entrusted to only one Chamber 
called the Yolksraad, which was established by the Ghrondwet in 
1858. Since the discovery of the goldfields, and the influx of this 
large foreign population, there has been a clamouring on the part 
of the Uitlanders for political privileges of some sort Memorials 
and petitions were constantly being sent to the Legislature and 
the Oovemment, praying that representation should go with 
taxation. The birth of the Second Yolksraad was the result of 
tiiis agitation. It is composed of twenty-four members (the 
same number as sit in the First Yolksraad). These have exactly 
the same qualification, with this exception: that naturalised 
foreigners, who have held letters of naturalisation for two years, 
are entitled to be elected to a seat in the Second Yolksraad. They 
axe elected in manner similar to the election of members of the 
other Raad, naturalised foreigners having also a vota After the 
first two years of its existence one half of the members shall retire 
by lot» and a fresh election shall take place of twelve members in 
their stead. As the members are elected for four years, there will 
be a regular rotation of members every two years. 

At the recent interview between the deputation of the Union 
and the President in Pretoria, he assured them that his great aim 
as the head of the State has been, during his term of office, to 
bring about a union between the two classes in the country, the 
burghers and the new-comers. It was with this view that the 
Second Yolksraad was called into existence, and it was through 
the Second Yolksraad that he meant to lead the TJitlander up to 
the burgher, until they should stand on the same level in politics 
and all enjoy equal privileges. This process has hitherto been 
somewhat slow, especially in regard to the Uitlanders of the 
Witwatersrand Goldfields. The Second Yolksraad has now been 

* State a specific case supposing how he is to rule. 
309 



I 



POLITIOAL SITUATION IN SOUTH AFRICA. 

in existence for two years. Our representative during this time 
has been one of the old burghers, for the reason that, at the 
election for the Second Yolksraad, the old burghers were in the 
majority amongst the electors of this district, and, naturally, 
elected one of their own men. In other words we have, since the 
establishment of the Second Yolksraad, been totally unrepresented 
in that Chamber. This is what the President calls 'leading us 
up to the old burghers.' (Laughter.) It might be said that in 
course of time our position will be improved ; at the next election 
there will be so many naturalised Uitlanders who will have the 
right to vote, and who have sufficient strength to return an 
Uitlander member. That will be so, but even then the vast 
industry and the 60,000 inhabitants of these goldfields will have 
only one representative as against twenty-five of the old burghers 
in the Second Chamber. And at what cost do we obtain this P 
Assuming that our total strength is 25,000 registered inhabitants, 
who, to enable them to enjoy the benefits conferred upon us 
by the Second Yolksraad law, have decided upon getting the 
franchise for that purpose by taking out letters of naturalisation : 
this is done at a cost of £5 per man, so that for the boon of 
returning one member to the Second Yolksraad we have to pay 
the tidy sum of £125,000, that is assuming that the Government 
intends to forego the fine of 80«. per head for not registering 
within the first fortnight of arrival, which will amount to £37,500 
or more. And then, when this glorious privilege has been 
secured, we find our man is representing us in a Chamber which, 
as a piece of legislative machinery, is a perfect farce. 

I have already explained what are the functions of the Second 
Yolksraad, and what matters come under their controL They 
have no taxing power, but may pass Besluits or Laws with regard 
to almost any subject of legislation, but these resolutions or acts 
of the Chamber are nothing more than suggestions to the First 
Chamber. The President has the right of either placing these 
suggestions before the First Chamber or of shelving them, accord- 
ing to his own sweet wilL 

Then, again, the constituents of this Second Yolksraad are 
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entirely the same as that of the First. The members are of the 
sam^e qnalifioation as &r as age or property-holding is concerned ; 
ibey are elected in the same way, with this exception, that 
naturalised aliens may vote for them. As these naturalised 
aliens are all located on the Goldfields, which return only two 
men to the Second Yolksraad, the Second Chamber is thus 
practically formed of men returned by the burghers. * Every 
nation which has formed a legislature with two houses has experi- 
enced the difficulty of devising methods of choice sufficiently 
dilterent to give a distinct character to each house. Italy has a 
Senate composed of persons nominated by the Crown. The 
Russian House of Lords is partly nominated, partly hereditary, 
and partly elective. The Spanish Senators are partly hereditary, 
partly official, and partly elective. In the Germanic Empire the 
Federal Council consists of delegates of the several kingdoms and 
principalities. France appoints its Senators by indirect election. 
In England the members of the House of Lords sit by hereditary 
light.' In the Cape Colony, in which a eystem of Government 
prevails as free as that of any Republic in the world, the Legis- 
lative Council is composed of members who have a different 
pioperty qualification from that of the members of the Assembly^ 
who are elected for Circles and not for the District, and in whose 
election also a different mode of voting is observed Here, 
however, each district sends as many members, having exactly the 
same qualification and elected in the same manner, to the Second 
as to the First Yolksraad. What can possibly be the utility of 
such an arrangement? The one Chamber is not a check upon 
the other. The Second Yolksraad is absolutely shorn of its 
legislative functions by the proviso that the Bruits and Laws 
shall not have the force of law until published in the Staatscauranf 
by the President, and he may withhold the publication if he deem 
it contrary to the interests of the State. No necessity ever 
existed in the State for the creation of the Second Chamber. It 
was invented by the wily bucolic to serve as a sop to the TJitlander, 
who came with memorials and petitions clamouring for political 
rights, and that the Uitlander is not so gullible as to be satisfied 
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with this hollow subterfuge has been amply proved by events 
which have happened since the establishment of the Union. 

The First Chamber is, according to the Ghrondwet^ the supreme 
authority in the land. In a discussion in the Volksraad, during 
the session of 1887 on the powers of the Baad, the President 
declared that the Yolksraad had such omnipotenoe that it would 
decapitate any individual in the State without as much aa giving 
a reason for it From a legal point of view the President waa 
right, for the Courts of Law of this State have no oontiol what- 
ever over the Yolksraad The Yolksraad is the highest autlumtj 
in the land; it can change the Constitution at its will, it oaik 
deprive any individual of his rights by a simple resolution^ and 
from such resolution there is no appeal. In the United States 
the Constitution ' is not only a fundamental law, but an unchange- 
able law — ^unchangeable, that is to say, by the national legislature^ 
and changeable even by the people only through a slow an4 
difficult process/ A Constitution which is so rigid as to be 
incapable of amendment could not be framed on a sound basis^ 
for the exigencies of the times, which change will require amend- 
ment, however small, to suit the altered circumstances and 
conditions of the State. Any necessary amendments in thai 
Constitution ought, however, to be made by the people who 
framed it. To delegate the authority to amend the Oonstitaticii 
without reference to the will of the people is most dangerooa^ and 
is contrary to the very first principles of true BepuUioaniam. 
The Grondwet provides that three months' notice shall be given 
to the people of all laws which the President, with the advice of 
the Executive, shall think fit to propose, with the excqitian of 
those measures which are so urgent as to brook no delay. This is 
a wise provision in the Constitution, but honoured more in the 
breach than in the observanca Our statute law teems with Yolks* 
raad Besluits on all subjects affecting the Stato, the Government^ 
and the rights of private individuals, passed without a moment^e 
notice to the people. This procedure is in direct conflict with 
the provisions of the Constitution, and is one of the 
evils which have crept into the legisLation of the country. 
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I now come to the third diviaion of the sabject, namely : The 
Jndidal branoh of the OonstitatLon. The Ghrondwet proTides 
tluit thfiire shall be a High Courts a Gironit Court, and Courts of 
Lmddrosts, The constitution of these Courts, and the procedure 
hf which they are conducted, are determined by sey eral statutes, 
the particulars of which it is not necessary for me to detail herew 
I shall confine myself to the question of the relation of the High 
Court of the Bepublio to the Yolksraad. *No feature of the 
GoTemment of the United States' (says Bryce) 'has awakened 
so much curiosity in the European mind, caused so much discua- 
flum, reoeiyed so much admiration, and been more frequently 
misonderstood, than the duties assigned to the Supreme Court, 
and the functions which it diBcharges in guarding the ark of the 
OonatitutLon. The name ** Constitution " designates a particular 
instrument adopted in 1788, which is the foundation of the 
National Goyemment. This Constitution was ratified and made 
Unding, not by Congress, but by the people. It created a Legis- 
lature of two Houses, but that legislature which we call Congress 
has no power to alter it in the smallest particular. That which 
the people haye enacted, the people only can alter or repeal.' 

If, therefore, any laws are passed or any acts committed by 
Obngress repugnant to the proyiaions of the Constitution, an 
appeal to the Supreme Court will nullify these. In the Transyaal 
the relation between the High Court and Yolksraad is reyersed. 
The Court is subseryient to the Baad. The Yolksraad is the 
highest authority in the land. No appeal lies from its Besluits. 
The Yolksraad has eyen gone the length of ousting the High 
Court of its jurisdiction where the rights of priyate indiyiduals 
haye been concerned. An instance of this occurred in 1887, 
when an action was brought in the High Court by Theodore 
Doms against the Goyemment for transfer of some twenty-three 
&rms on the western border of the TransyaaL Doms had been 
the secretary and adyiser of the Badlapin Chief Gasebone, and 
this Chief was bound by solemn contract with Doms to deliyer 
these farms to him. The Transyaal Goyemment had annexed 
Chisebone's territory. Subsequent to the annexation the Transyaal 
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OoTemment had repeatedly recognised Doms's rights baft, ovng 
to some difficulties wliich I need not detail here, transCer ^m iA 
given. Doms surrendered Ids estate, and his trustees institvtBda 
action against the Gtovemment for transfer ol these fmnB. Iki 
OoYemment laid the summons upon its receipt before tiie Tcb 
raad. The following day the answer of the Gk>TermnfiDtto Ai 
summons was filed, tiley refused to fight the action in the ofdiiflf 
way, and pleaded a Yolksraad Besluit which had been iibl- 
This Besluit, which will be a standing blot upon the statote )m 
of the Transvaal, is to the following effect : — 

' That the V olksraad has considered the claim of Doms^ < 
it, and declares, as a final decision, that he is not entiU 
to the &rms for which the action is instituted.' 

A more disgraceM abuse of the authority of the 
Power in the State cannot be conceiyed. It was considaredii 
some quarters that the High Oourt exhibited weakness in wi 
resenting the action of the Yolksraad by proceeding with ^ 
case and recording its judgment. Yet it is quite dear thai As 
Yolksraad acted within the powers granted to it by the Ooni^ 
tution. Under this condition of things the High Court ii w 
safeguard, the Constitution can be wrecked by a simple 'Besfant' 
of the Yolksraad, private individuals can be mercilessly deprival 
of their all, for the Yolksraad is omnipotent and no appeal litf 
from its acts except 

An Appsal to ths Sword. 

There can be no doubt but that the Constitution of the Transfaal 

IS TOTALLY UNSUITED TO THB REQUIREMBNTS OF THK PaES0T 

ADVANCBD TIMES. How and in what respects it ought to be 
remodelled would be premature for us, having no shadow at 
political rights, to discuss. 
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'PETITION TO SIR HENRY LOCH. 



JoHANNESBUKG, June^ 1894. 

Pp HIS EXCELLENCY SIB HENRY BROUGHAM LCM3H, 

K.O.M.G., Ac., HER MAJESTY'S HIGH COMMISSIONER 

FOR SOUTH AFRICA. 

Ws, the undersigned loyal subjects of Her Majesty the Queen, 
beg respectfully to tender you, on behalf of Her Majesty's 
subjects in the Transvaal, a hearty welcome upon this, the 
occasion of your Excellency's second visit to Pretoria. 
Your Excellency's arrival at this juncture affords us the 
opportunity of stating with what confidence we regard your 
tonure of the high office of Her Majesty's chief representative 
in South Africa, and of stating that we respectfully look to your 
Bzoellency to uphold the interests of all British subjects in the 
Transvaal in a manner consistent with the greatness of the tradi- 
tions of our country; and so to maintain and strengthen the 
attachment of our fellow-countrymen to their Queen. 

Your Excellency will hardly need to be reminded how great 
are the interests of Her Majesty's subjects in this country ; but 
we would wish to emphasise for your Excellency's consideration 
the peculiar difficulties which have lately manifested themselves 
as bdng incidental to our position here. 

Denied the franchise, and having recently been subjected to 
the indignity of seeing a petition presented by 13,000 residents — 
mainly subjects of the Queen — spraying for some relaxation of the 
unjust franchise laws, greeted with laughter and scorn by the 
legislature ; having further been informed by the authorities 
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that not only we, but our children, bom in the country, can never 
hope to participate in the more precious priyileges of citizenship ; 
our wrongs have lately been accentuated by the circumstance that 
the Courts and the Gbvemment of this State have declared omr 
liability to be called out, at any time, without pay or compensation^ 
for compulsory military service, for the carrying out of the laws, 
in the making of which we can never have any voice, and in the 
enforcement of which we have no interest 

We beg to assure your Excellency that this position of affidrs 
is to us so intolerable that the situation is fraught with the possi- 
bility of serious results ; and we respectfully beg your BzoeUency 
to bestow the gravest and most serious consideration upon it. 

We pass by the nimierous other grievances and disabilitieB 
under which we labour in this State, being well aware that your 
Excellency is fully conversant with them. 

In the trust that our reliance upon Her Majesty's Oovermnent^ 
whom it is your high privilege to represent in South Africa, may 
always be justified, and that we shall not have approached your 
Excellency in vain with this bare suggestion of the gravity of the 
sitoation. 

We beg to subscribe ourselves, Ac 
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ADDRESS 

Given by Mr. Advocate Wessels, of Pretoria, 
before the Uitlanders' Association, 

On October 13TH, 1894. 



I HAYB been requested to address a few words to you on the 
political status of the TJitlander in this Bepublia The question, 
as far as the TJitlander is concerned^ is one of the greatest im- 
portance; and I would yentore to say that it is not entirely 
unimportant to the most ardent patriot who feeds his herds on the 
Waterberg Hills, or who contemplates nature in the enlightened 
environs of Piet Betief . I do not appear before you as a poli- 
tician, not even as an amateur politician, in the newspaper sense 
of tile word * politician.' A professional politician I am not, for 
neitiier do I reyolye round the two Yolksraads, nor do I take my 
matutinal cup of coffee on the President's stoep. I do not edit 
a newspaper, nor do I desire a penny of the yearly revenua I 
am an ordinary eyery-day sort of a creature, deeply interested 
in South Africa, who happens to be fond of political and con- 
stitutional history, and some of the problems which that branch 
of study presents. One of these problems is absolutely unknown 
to a vast portion of the inhabitants of this world of ours, un- 
interesting to a great number of Europeans and Americans, 
though exceedingly interesting to the people who are building 
up the fortunes of this Republic. It is this problem which I wish 
to discuss with you this evening. I shall consider it under various 
heads: (1) What is meant by a TJitlander? (2) What is his 
position in the State P (3) Is it for the benefit of the State that 
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he ahoold be excluded from all politioal rightsP That we Bhooli 
clearly understand 

What is Meant bt Uitlandbk 

seems to me of the ntmost importanoey for sometimes I find the 
word used in one sense, at another time it has an entirely different 
meaning. It is used by some as designating all persons who are 
not burghers ; by others it is used as an equiyalent for verdotnde 

(d d) Englishmen. The use of it is manifestly unfair to the 

gentlemen of other nationalities who bask in the sunshine of 
Gk>yemment fayour. (1) In one sense the word Uitlander means 
any person bom outside the frontier of this Bepublic. In this 
sense the sons of Transvaal parents, bom eLsewhere, might be 
Uidanders. (2) It also means, in a more restricted sense, a 
person bom outside the frontier of this State, of parents not 
subjects of this State. In this sense most of the Yoortrekkers 
are Uitlanders. President Eruger, in this meaning of tiie word, 
is a Uitlander. (3) It may also mean a person to whom the 
ruling element in this State has not deemed it fit and proper to 
giye the rights of citizenship. This is the usual meaning gprea 
to the word Uitlander in the newspapers and in the streeta In 
this sense the majority of the townspeople of the Transyaal aie 
Uidanders. This woidd be a rough-and-ready definition; but if 
we wish to consider the position occupied by the Uitlander, and 
his destinies, then we must haye a more accurate conception of 
what he actually is. The Uitlander, in common with all the 
inhabitants of the State, possesses certain rights. He may not 
be killed by a fellow-inhabitant unless certain sufficient reasons 
exist. His skin may not be broken with impunity, although thers 
may be an inclination to * 'eaye half a brick at hinL' The law 
places a certain restraint upon persons giying this inclination an 
actual and yisible form. He may not be physically kicked or 
trampled upon, howeyer praiseworthy a moral kicking and tramp- 
ling upon may be deemed by the select few who do not hi^[qpen 
to fall under the category of Uitlander. His property cannot 
be stolen or taken away from him by the burgher who casually 
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strolls over the country, howeyer necessary and even meritorious 
it may be considered by the ruling element to deprive him in- 
directly of his worldly encumbrances. The difference between 
the treatment he may reoeiye by the individual burgher and by 
the ooUectiye body of burghers is very considerable. The indi- 
vidual members of the Yolk are strictly forbidden to tread upon 
the Uitlandery however severely 

Thb Thirtbbm Intblligbncbs 

el tiie Yolksraad may dance upon his person, his voice, and his 
property. These rights he shares with all but the coloured 
inhabitants of this free Bepublia There are, however, a great 
many very important points which the TJitlander may not pos- 
sess in common with the select few who by unforeseen accidents 
may have come here somewhat earlier than he did. An almost 
imperceptible fragment of infinity has separated the sheep from 
the goats. The Uitlander may not vote for a member of the 
Yolksraad, although he possesses the unfettered freedom to pay 
such taxes as the Yolksraad may impose upon him. He may 
not sit on a jury, for then he might corrupt the sacred foimtains 
of justice. An intelligent Uitlander, with thousands at stake, 
IS oonsidered much less likely to come to a sane conclusion from 
a complicated series of facts than a God-gifted burgher who 
absolutely does not understand the language of the presiding 
judge. He may not be an official, not even a district surgeon ; 
then he would unquestionably use his official position to betray 
the country to the English. I am not quite certain whether he 
may be a white policeman,* though I doubt if any restrictions 
exist against his being a black ona Now these qualities are 
distinctly negative; these are, as it were, his minus qualities. 
I must here digress, and say that I do not wish to rail at the 
ignorance of the burgher, for I know as well as he does that 
it is not his fault, and that he has not had the advantages that we 
have had. But it is a fact — an important one — which we must 

^ It will be remembered that Mr. Kmger recently prohibited any Uitlanders 
from being enrolled as policemen. — Ed. 
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take notioe of when we consider the relations between burgher 
and UitLuder, and the latter's position in the State. If a doctor 
wishes to treat a disease, he has to inquire into all manner of 
details, some of which are by no means pleasant to the patient 
to discover. So here, the want of knowledge on the part of the 
burgher permeates the whole administration, and is tiierefore an 
important factor and a most unpleasant symptom in our diseased 
Republic. This ignorance and want of education is a lamentable 
foot; but when one thinks of the systematic endeavours of a 
certain class in our midst to keep these unfortunate men and their 
descendants ignorant, in order to further their own small schemes^ 
it is verily enough to exasperate a saint. Whilst the Dopper and 
his henchman, the Hollander, are squabbling with the advanced 
Afrikander and the Uitlander about politics, the unfortunate youth 
of the country are kept in ignorance, and are daily growing 

More Ingompbtbnt to RuLBi 

Education, knowledge, honesty, are minor considerations; the 
true question always is : ' Do you rant with the ignorant Boer, or 
do you take a more liberal view of things P' Woe betide you if 
jrou are found guilty of the latter iniquity. Now I have said that 
a Uitlander is devoid of the rights of citizenship. In order, 
therefore, to appreciate his position, we must have an accurate 
conception of what citizenship really means. The word citizoi is 
also one of those unfortunate words used in a diflferent sense at 
different street comers. I am a citizen of Pretoria, but I can 
certainly not be described as having the rights of Transvaal 
citizenship. Why not, you will ask, drop all this, and say a 
Uitlander is a person who is not a burgher P This is also street- 
comer investigation. For if you will turn up that healthy-looking^ 
plump volume called the Local Laws, you will soon find, to your 
utter astonishment, that where it serves the purpose of the ruling 
element you Uitlanders are called burghers. Mr. Leonard pointed 
this out to the Oourt when discussing the commandeering ques- 
tion, but the Court seemed to think that the Yolksraad had 
tumbled into this confusion out of pure courteous good-nature, 
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•ad that it waa very wrong of the TTitlanders to try and take 
adraiitage of this bucolio simplicity. So you see, I must really 
tvonUe you to understand what is meant by citizenship. Etjrmo- 
Jogioally, a citizen is the inhabitant of a city. He is, therefore, 
from an etymological point of yiew, very nearly akin to a burgher, 
who is the inhabitant of a burg or a fortified town. It is curious, 
howeyer, to note the marvellous somersault the burgher has made 
in this country. He is never a true burgher, inasmuch as we 
haive no fortified towns, unless Pretoria, with its formidable camp 
Mkd guard of valiant heroes, selected from the Law Chambers and 
the Oarlton Bar, can be said to be a fortified town. Sometimes, 
kowever, by a stray chance, a burgher happens to be a townsman, 
bat by &r the majority of burghers have nothing to do with a 
tofwn, or even a dorp. He ponders over the destinies of his 
•oontry whilst bumping along in an ox- waggon, or whilst watching 
his little herd from a shadeless stoep. So, in the Transvaal, the 
burgher or townsman is, in truth, the inhabitant of any part of 
tibe eountry but the town. So much for the etymological citizen 
br bnrghOT. As culture, industry, and freedom had their real 
birth in the towns, so the word citizen or burgher gradually 
obteined a wider meaning, and eventually came to mean the 
members of the State, endowed with complete political rights. 
Tbe citizens or burghers in a political sense form, therefore, that 
portion of the inhabitants of a country possessing full political 
rights. If this definition be true — ^and I may say that it rests 
upon the authority of no less a constitutional lawyer than 
Bfamtschli — ^then we see that in this country we have various 
grades, from the Ood-gifted burgher to the helot IJitlander. We 
hsre first of all the noble burgher, clothed in the purple-bordered 
toga ol political rights. Such a man may become a President; 
be may vote at elections for all manner of representatives, though 
be may be a bywoner (squatter) and only sixteen years old, and 
mUtk a vocabulary of about 100 words, and ignorant of the use of 
or pen. Then comes the unfortunate foreigner who has 
naturalised. He is neither fish, flesh, fowl, nor good red 
berring. He has lost his former nationality, and acquired — 
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what P — ^the right to vote for the Second Ohaiiiber» and to suffer 
such humiliation as the first-olass citisen may wish to impose 
upon him. He has some of the rights and privileges of a burgher 
of the BepubliCy but is absolutely devoid of the only rights and 
privileges worth having. He has 

Absolutblt Nothing to Sat 

in the foreign policy of the State, and he may only say so much 
about the internal policy as may be pleasing and acceptable to the 
owners of oxen and cows. What a noble place for a true 
freedom-loving Bepublican to occupy I How proud an Afrikander 
must be to qualify for such a high position! How proud ol him 
must be the ghosts of those who defended Leyden against the 
Spaniards, or of those who died on the field of Waterloo t Next 
in order comes the Uitlander pure and simple— the representative 
of the wealth, the industry, the intelligence, and the culture of 
the Republic ; and, last in the politico-social grade, the indigenous 
inhabitant. This country, therefore, which pretends to be a 
Republic, is nothing of the kind, for its very burghers are divided 
into classes, and these classes are dependent upon the knowledge and 
industry of aliens. I said that the Uitlander is a person to whom 
the ruling element in the State has not given the rights of 
citizenship ; what, then, is the ruling element P dearly the first 
class of burghers, the bucolic inhabitant, who happens to have 
arrived here a little earlier than the naturalised burgher or the 
Uitlander. The form of government is oligarchical, and the real 
rulers of the country are those who have full political rightly 
aided by foreigners, who for some temporary good have placed 
themselves in the absolute power of these men. I think we have 
now arrived at a correct conception of the political Uitlander. 
Let us consider, now, the Uitlander from another point of view. 
The old and well-established States have, with very few excep- 
tions, been based upon nationality. Where a state is foxmed 
upon the basis of national kinship it is, as a rule, more stable than 
a state composed of diverse elements. United Greece could cope 
against the might of Persia. The Italian race, however much 
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they quarrelled among themselves^ droye Hamiibal from the 
Italian shores, and in our own days the Gterman-speaking States 
joined hands against the French, and by virtue of a strong 
national sentiment, knit together the various little States into this 
now great Gterman Empire. There are also conglomerate States, 
but in these there is generally some paramount race which binds 
together, by moral or physical force, the discordant elements. 
If the paramount State be powerful, good and well, but if it 
ceases to be the dominating element, the result is invariably 
disintegration. The British Empire is such a conglomerate State. 
So are Austria, Russia, and China. In each of these States, how- 
ever, there is at present a paramount race. The Boman Empire 
and the Spanish Empire are examples of disintegration directly 
the paramount race lost its dominant power. In these old 
States, whether foimded upon nationality or not, the inhabitants 
may be divided into natives and aliens. In the conglomerate 
State, the natives have to be considerably subdivided, and the 
division becomes purely a political one. In new States, such as 
this Bepublic, the division is, from a race point of view, quite 
unimportant. The full burgher is of the same race, has the same 
sentiments, the same language, the same religion, the same 
manners and customs as his brother or cousin in the Gape Oolony, 
Natal, or the Free State. You may find three brothers — the one 
a British subject, the other a Free State subject, and the third an 
ardent Transvaal patriot. In this case there is no race feeling 
which has caused the divergence in political rights. It is a pure 

Matter of Territoby and AociDSMTy 

and their opinions, as a rule, will be shaped by territorial 
influences, or personal advantages. The only persons who can be 
described as natives are the children bom in the Transvaal, all the 
rest are aliens or Uitlanders. In this sense President Ejruger's 
children are true Transvaalers, though he himself is a IJitlander. 
It will therefore appear at a glance that a new State such as the 
Transvaal is more akin to a colony than to the old-established 
States, and the experience of successful colonisation should be 
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oarefnlly cultivated in this country. The old inbabitantB of the 
Transyaaly for whom I haye a yery great reepect, saw this. 
Hence, in the old days, every European new-comer was welcomed, 
and with very little ceremony incorporated into the infant State. 

Franchise Laws in 1855. 
In 1855 the difference between the raw European and the 
South African bom was felt, and the European was given a year 
to become acquainted with the manners of the people, and so 
qualify for citizenship. 

Franchise Laws in 1882.* 

Later on, in 1882, the period was extended to five years, and 
all new-comers were included. Now it is easy to imderstand why 
the period was increased to five years. Feeling was yery high 
immediately after the English war, and the people of the country 
were afraid that too easy concessions in this respect might en- 
danger the independence of the country. They therefore adopted 
the American period of five years' residence. Still these men, 
fresh from the struggle, bitter against all Englishmen, thought 
that if a person were domiciled here for five years and took the 
oath of allegiance there would be no question as to his supporting 
the independence of the country. This law was based upon true 
republican principles. It does not recognise any different classes 
of burghers. It divides the inhabitants into two sections, burghers 
and TJitlanders. It refuses to admit the IJitiander until he has 
been domiciled here five years, but when he has given that proof 
of his intention to form one of the community, he is welcomed as 
an equal, and is accorded equal rights. It was felt that the State 
was in process of forming, and that it should call to its standard 
all who wished to join that standard. 

Franchise Laws in 1886. 

Then came the gold discoveries, and gradually the old burgher 

began to fear that the dominant power would be wrested frcnn his 

* The President's invitatioo to us to go to the Transvaal is dated December 
ISlst, 1883.~£d. 

324 



APPENDICES TO THE STATEMENT. 

gnsp. He did not fear the race differences, for he repulsed his 
brother frcnn the Cape or the Free State with the same vigour 
with which he repulsed Englishmen. Then came to the front 
some of the low instincts of hiunanity, fostered and fed by a crowd 
of foreign harpies and flatterers. To his Afrikander brother from 
the Gape he said : * I cannot let you in ; you were bom in an 
English colony ; you have imbibed English ideas ; you will give 
oar country back to the English.' Mind, I have heard this said 
by men bom and bred and educated in the Colony, who only differ 
from me in this, that they came here a short time before me. 
The line of demarcation was their admission to the franchise. To 
the Free Stater these men replied : 'We should so like to make 
you burghers, you are so good and true ; but it will not look nice 
to make any distinctions, so be kind enough to allow us to 
dcnnineer over you, or else remain on the south side of the YaaL' 
The law of 1882* was an exceedingly good one, and had it been 
allowed to remain in the statute-book, the Uitlander of to-day 
would haye had a 

EiNDLT Feeling towards the Burgher, 

and the State would haye increased in greatness and prosperity. 
But) alas I the far-sighted members of the Executive Oovemment 
and the benighted patriots of the Yolksraad thought otherwise. 
The policy of the ruling element gradually changed its tone. It 
endeavoured to create two classes of burghers — ^the old burghers 
and their descendants, and the new burghers. It became 
apparently liberal. It reduced the term of domicile from five 
years to two, and kindly allowed the new-comer, after two years, 
to take upon himself all the burdens of citizenship, but carefully 
took away from him all its most important rights. Laws were 
passed almost every year carefully to restrict the rights of the 
naturalised burgher. 

Creation of the Second Yolksraad. 
In a generous moment the First Yolksraad gave birth to the 
Second Yolksraad, and gave the naturalised burgher a right to 
* The law under which we were inTited to, and did, go into the TVansvtaL 
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Tote for members of that augost body ; but it carefollj took away 
from that body all such powers as were useful to the deyelopment 
of the oountry, or to the interests of the new burgher. The 
Second Yolksraad became a sort of oompkint-book of the new 
burgher — a sort of adviser to the First Baad. It might propound 
magnificent schemes, but it had absolutely no means to carry 
them out. In &oty but for the innate love of talking which 
exists in mankind, it is really difficult to see how any one with a 
grain of self-respect can become a member of this chamber-maid 
of the First Yolksraad. It is in this introduction of two classes 
of burghers in which I see a great future danger to the State. 
We have no longer a Democratic Bepublic, where every burgher 
has a full and free voice in the affairs of the coimtry, but 

An Oligarchical State, 

in which there is a land-occupying ruling class of bucolic instinct, 
and a class subject to them mostly composed of men intellectually 
superior to the ruling element and of instincts distinctly urbanic 
— the man of the town subject to the man of the country. This 
is a distinct destruction of republican or democratic principle, and 
when once you start destroying the very principle which has called 
you into existence, the gates to the road of political disintegration 
and ruin are thrown wide open. Why did the Yoortrekkers leave 
the Cape Colony and Natal P Because they wished to be free to 
manage their own affairs, and because each man wished to have a 
say and to record his vote in the conduct of the political society of 
which he formed a part. Why did the burghers of this Republic 
throw off the English yoke P Because of their love of freedom, 
and because that freedom was checked and they were deprived of 
their sacred right of election, while the English Gbvemment 
placed nominees in the Councils of State who were not acoeptable 
to the majority of the people. Each man's voice could not be 
heard, but he felt that there was placed over him a class of men 
with whom he was not in sympathy. His republican spirit was 
checked, and he had to submit to the dictates of a ruling oligarchy, 
or to the arms of a foreign monarchy. Yet this very act which 
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aionaed in the burgher of 1881 so much resentment, the burgher 
of to-day has established in all its 

LOATHSOMB OpPRSSSION. 

He has started a class of legislation and dass division in this 
oonntry, the end of which, I fear, will be extremely far-reaching. 
And what is his excuse P He must first try the new-comer. Has 
any one ever uttered anything so absurd? Why should the 
burgher of to-day have to try the new-comer more than the 
burgher of 1882, immediately after the unfortunate war? And 
then does he try him for any time P It may be said that he does, 
but the time of trial is yery much akin to eternity. Besides these 
classes of new burgher and old burgher, you have the Uitlander. 
To this TJitlander the new burgher is yery nearly akin, so that if 
ever a disturbance should arise, the old burgher has already so care- 
fully taught the new burgher that he has nothing to expect from 
this rule, that he will find the new burgher settled in the TJitlander 
camp. The TJitlander may be divided into the Afrikander, a class 
of men of strong democratic feeling ; the Englishman, no great 
lover of tyranny and injustice ; the Oerman, tired of autocratic 
rule; and 

The Hollanders. 

The latter form a very considerable element in the TJitlander 
elass. Their interests, as a rule, lie absolutely with their oligar- 
ehioal masters — ^for they are their trusted servants, whose bread 
they eat, whose songs they sing; and so we generally find the 
Hollander element stands in opposition to the general body of 
Uitlanders. Yet even amongst them, excluding of course the 
great bulk of Hollander Oovermnent clerks, you will find men of 
true republican spirit, worthy descendants of a race that can 
boast of Egmont and Horn, of Hugo de Groot and Olden 
Bameveld. 

The Enolishman. 

By &r, however, the greater bulk of the TJitlander population 
18 composed of Englishmen, Afrikanders, and Germans. These 
are the men who are daily making the country greater and 
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greater. These are the men who have built Jdumnesborgy wh# 
are exploring Zoutpansberg, or doing the balk of the trade in 
Pretoria and every other town in the Republic. They have raised 
the State from bankraptcy, and made a sovereign, instead of being 
a pretty but rare disc, to be a not infrequently met-with coin. 
They have done this, the Vblksstem (Eruger organ) would say» 
because they expected to gain thereby, and not for any generous, 
high-minded motive. Perfectly true; but what difference does 
this make P Who goes to found a colony, or raise a state, or edit 
a newspaper for purely himianitarian reasons? But did the 
English settle in India for reasons of generosity P Are the 
Germans fighting Witbooi in the interests of the human raoeP 
Does Holland occupy Java because of the innate love a Hollander 
bears the Javanese P All Oolonies or new States are foimded 
because the immigrants expect to have a more comfortable ex- 
istence there, and, therefore, the Uitlander is justly entitled to 
say: 'I came here to make my fortune, but in attempting to 
make it (and in ninety-nine cases out of the hundred it is meiety 
an attempt) I have helped you, ancient, ungenerous burgher, to 
make not only your fortune but to render your existence less 
irksome. I have transformed your Witwatersrand from a wind- 
blown desert to a great and glorious industrial centra I have 
changed Pretoria from a sleepy hollow to a respectable town.' 
May the Uitlander not say to the Executive Council : * But for me 
you would still have to sit in Van Erkom's tobacco shop* ^n'rtftiMJ 
of in the Oovemment Offices ;' and to the Yolksraad could he not 
say : * Had I not come into this country you would still have had 
to sit in the old thatched room whilst the three donkeys guarded 
its sacred portals P' Now these Uitlanders who could say all Ak 
are not a quantity negiigiable, not a few stragglers, but a number of 
able-bodied men in number equal to, if not greater than, the 
burghers of this Republic. They have wealth, they have in- 
telligence, and they have a world of sympathisers outside the 
borders of this country. Surely under such circumstanoes one 
would think that the old burgher, if for no other reason than for 

* An old tumble-down shanty where the Volksnuid sat prior to 1889. 

828 



AFPENDIOES TO THE STATEMENT. 

Ids own preservation, would meet these men half- way and accord 
to them some say in the affitirs of the country which they have 
raised frcnn a cattle farm to an industrial State. In matters of 
this kind we can do no better than to listen to the experiences of 
the past Lord Bacon, in his essay on * Kingdoms and Estates,' 
sqrs: 'All States that are liberal of naturalisation towards 
strangers are fit for empire.' 

He then points out how very conservative the Spartans were, 
and how ill this narrow policy served them directly they came 
into contact with the rest of Greece. The Spartans were a warlike, 
jealous, and selfish race, and as long as they kept their compass 
they remained fairly powerful But as Greece developed in 
liberal views, these conservative Spartans became an easy prey. 
Their jealousy and selfishness made them hated by all, and when 

The Day of Betribution 

eame they were swept away. Then Lord Bacon goes on to say :— » 

' Never was any State in this point so open to receive strangers 

into its body as were the Romans. Therefore it befell with 

them accordingly, for they grew to the greatest monarchy. 

Their manner was to grant naturalisation, which they 

called ytM eivitatia^ and to grant it in the highest degree-^ 

that it is not otIjjus eammercii, or right to trade, ^e Jua 

eannubii, or right of intermarriage, the jus hereditatis^ or 

right of succession, but also the^t^^ suffragii, or the right to 

vote : — and this not to singular persons alone, but to whole 

families, yea, to cities, and sometimes to nations .... and 

that was the way to sure greatness.' 

Nothing would be more instructive than to review here th^ 

political history of Bome in this respect Of course I know that 

there are some very ignorant persons who will say, * Why should 

we go back to Boman history in order to see what is best for us to 

do P' To these people I would answer that there is no record of 

what human beings have done in the past which cannot teach us 

tmd help us in shaping our conduct It is true that the Bomans 

dkl not know of Maxim guns, of railways, and of telegraphs, but 
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they knew how to establish an Empire, how to make laws, and 
how to conoiUate their bitterest enemies. I spoke of their laws ; 
you all know that the laws in yogue to-day in this Republic are 
the laws of the Roman people, somewhat modified to suit the 
exigencies of modem life. After all, human nature has changed 
but Tery little since the days of OsDsar and Cicero, and he who 
will dip not into the past will be but a poor modeller of the futura 
The Romans, at first but a very small body of men, saw clearly 
that their success lay not so mudi in their arms as in their art of 
governing. They saw that it was a far better policy to conciliate 
than to irritate. As they spread their power they admitted 
strangers into their State, and gave them a yoice in the public 
a&irs. Thereby they crushed all hostile feeling, and raised out 
of the diverse elements that gigantic Empire whose influence is 
felt even to-day. It is to these men that Europe owes her laws, 
her culture, and I might almost say, her very civilisation. Bacon 
compares the liberal policy of the Romans with the narrow policy 
of the Spaniards, and marvels that Spain could still continue to 
exist. Little he knew how soon the Spanish Empire was destined 
to crumble away. Before I leave this part of my subject^ I wish 
to quote the words of a very learned and renowned Hollander. 
Professor Bynkershoek, who was considered the greatest publicist 
during the last century, has treated this very subject in one of his 
chapters on public law. I shall translate to you some passages, 
for they almost seem to be written for the Transvaal of to-day. 
In the eleventh chapter of the second book he discusses the 
question : ' Of Uitlanders van het bewind der Republick moeten 
geweest wordenP' — ^Should Uitlanders be kept out of the ad- 
ministration of the Republic P' (that is, the Dutch Republic as it 
existed in the commencement of the eighteenth century). 

* By Uitlanders I mean not such persons as are still living out 
of the country under some Sovereign, but such as are 
Uitlanders by origin, but who have established themselves 
here. With reference to these I wish to discover first the 
reasons and then the laws as to their exclusion. When I 
consider the reasons, then I cannot understand why Uit^ 
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landers^ if they know the language, the laws, the habits 
and customs of the Republic, should be repulsed from 
taking part in the administration of the State. Most pub- 
licists wish to exclude them, but for reasons which do not 
appeal to me. They say that you must expect a better 
disposition towards tlie State in natiyes than in IJitlanders. 
But who will presume evil of a person who comes into our 
country with his whole family and with all his possessions, 
and whose happiness therefore depends upon the public 
wealP Why should these people give the public bad 
adyice when the downfall of the Republic means their own 
loss P Good sense and the laws call the worthiest and the 
wealthiest to the administration of the Republic. I know 
all this, and I think that these qualities are possibly greater 
in the TJitlander than in the native-born, and for this 
reason I would esteem a worthier and wealthier TJitlander 
above a burgher who does not possess these qualities, and 
the burgher should not in any way feel hurt if he who 
excels in wisdom and wealth should excel him in position 
in the State. In order to govern the State well, one must 
be well acquainted with the Republic, but this knowledge 
is often found to be far greater among the IJitlanders than 
amongst the burghers, who, thinking that they have ac- 
quired this knowledge with their mother's milk, neglect to 
use the necessary diligence to acquaint themselves with the 
true state of afiPairs. All I would require in one called to 
the administration of the State is that he give tokens of 
bona fides and interest, from whatever country he may 
have coma' 
Gould not these words be used with greater force in the 
Transvaal to-day than they were used in Holland a century and a 
half agoP In Holland there was an able, patriotic, indigenous 
population — a people jealous of their freedom, untiring in in- 
dnstry, and cultured to the very highest degree — and here we 
have a new State, with a handful of native-bom burghers, and an 
ignorance which is perfectly appalling. Surely, if ever a liberal 
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policy were required with regard to aaaimilation, it is here, where 
the XJitlaiider will soon, if he does not alreadj, outnumber the 
native bom, and where all industry and all the life and all the 
energy are already exclusiyely in his hands. I think at this stage 
it will be advisable to inquire into the policy of another Republic, 
a country whose development has been truly stupendous. Of 
course I speak of the United States. The laws of naturalisation 
to-day are far more liberal than those of this Republic. Yet when 
we wish to compare the policy of naturalisation laws of this State 
with the American laws, we should not consider the America of 
to-day, but the America of the beginning of this century. 

In thb United States of America. 
To-day the United States can boast of a population of say forty 
millions of native citizens, and it has been subjected for yean to 
a constant stream of immigration. It would therefore not be 
astonishing if we found that America was chary of admitting 
strangers to citizenship. Yet what is actually the caseP Just 
the reverse. Chancellor Kent, speaking of the naturalisation laws 
of the United States, says : — 

' The laws of Congress on the subject of naturalisation have 
been subject to great variations. In 1790, onty two 
years' previous residence was required ; in 1795 the period 
was enlarged to five years, and in 1798 to fourteen years. 
In 1802 it was reduced back to five years, where it still 
remains. The period of probation has probably been 
deemed as liberal as was consistent with a due regard to 
our peace and safety. A moderate previous residenoe 
becomes material to enable aliens to acquire the knowledge 
and habits proper to make good citizens, who can cambine 
the spirit of freedom with a love of law. Strangers on 
their first arrival, and before they have had time to 
acquire property and form connections and attachmenti^ 
are not to be presumed to be acquainted with our political 
institutions, or to feel a pride or zeal in their stability or 
success.' 
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We hxve here the yery same ideas and principles as laid down 
hj Bynkershoek in the passage quoted by me. The alien must 
reside in the country a certain time and he must possess a certain 
amount of property. The question is always 

What Timb and What Property P 

Now, if America, peopled by emigrants from all quarters of 
the globe, a most heterogeneous mass of men, think that a 
pfobationary period of five years is sufficient to confer full citizen- 
ship, can we say that this State is acting reasonably in denying 
the right of citizenship to the XJitlander and his children until the 
Day of Judgment P By the present laws of the TTnited States, 
foil eitizenship is conferred after a proof of five years' residence, 
bat a naturalised alien must be two years a citizen before he can 
■it in Gongresa He is not, however, allowed to become President 
unless he be a natural-bom American. This is the only shadow 
of illiberality to be found in the naturalisation laws of the TTnited 
States. Surely, if the United States have for a whole century 
found it expedient to confer full citizenship after fiye years' 
residence, their experience is well worth following, or do our 
l^jialators think they are wiser men than the giants who built 
up the Constitution of the United States P The other Republican 
Oovemments of America, also new and forming States, though 
considerably more advanced than ourselves, are also very liberal 
to aliens. In the Argentine Republic, and in the Republic of 
Brazil, only two years' residence are required. Not only the 
Republics, but even Monarchies like England are more liberal 
than this State. 

In the Oranob Freb State. 

In the Free State, a model littie republic, aliens are admitted 
to full burgher rights after residence of one year, and proof that 
the applicant possesses fixed property to the value of £150. After 
three years' residence, the latter qualification is dispensed with. 
Now, in what way does this State differ from the Free State P 
In no way that I can see. The threatened influx of English 
existed in the Free State just as much in 1870 as it existed here 
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in 1886. li we have to dread the influx of the Kngliwh Hften to 
liad the Free Stata If the Transvaal had complaints against Hie 
British Gbvemmenty then so had the Free State. If there were 
reasons of fear in the Transvaal that it would be swamped by 
aliens who would vote its independenoe away, then these reasons 
existed in greater foroe in the Free State, for the Free State 
population is smaller, and Jagersf ontein at one time held out the 
same hopes of a large foreign population as did Johaanesbmrg 
when the 

Unobnbrous, Illibbbal Laws 

were passed by this State against the immigrant. In what» then, 
lies the diflereneeP In the education of the gentlemen who 
formed the Executive Government of the Free State, and in the 
wider diffusion of knowledge amongst the inhabitants of that 
Bepublic ; for education and knowledge always breed generosity 
and liberality, and do away with jealousy and narrow-mindedness. 
The more imeducated the person the more distrustfuL Add to 
that, that our legislators and the ruling element of our Executive 
€k>vemment have been versed for years in, and almost leamt to 
imitate, the politics of the Eaflir, and you will soon be able to 
discover the true grounds of this extraordinary iUiberality. I 
think that I have sufficiently established the &ct that the ex- 
perience of the most approved Republics, Monarchies, and even 
Empires, is in favour of admitting aliens to the status of mtiaens, 
and that the experience of the United States tends to show that a 
liberal incorporation of aliens strengthens the State and adds to its 
stability and prosperity. 

Is Exclusion WisbP 

Let us now consider the question: Is it expedient in this 
country to exclude the alien from full political rights P Let us 
first briefly consider the position of the country. 15,000 votes 
were recorded in the last election. These included old men and 
boys of sixteen. The petition to Sir Henry Loch was signed by 
15,000 male British subjects. Therefore the British subjects at 
the Band equal those who voted for the President. Now the 
President's election was a very keenly contested one, and we can 
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hardly mippoee that many persons who oonld have recorded a yote 
did not Supposing 5000 did not vote, and this number is really 
far in excess of those who did not vote, then we find there are 
about 20,000 voting burghers. Now, all British subjects at the 
Band did not sign the petition. Take, therefore, all the British 
subjects in the State, and we must conclude that the total number 
of British subjects are equal to, if not in excess of» the burghers 
of the State. Add to these the Germans and Hollanders and men 
0f other nationalities, and it becomes manifestly clear that the 
Uitlander population exceeds the enfranchised burgher population. 
Consider now that amidst the population live at least 250,000 
Kaffirs, then it must become manifest that in time of real trouble 
a division amongst the White population is an extremely serious 
matter. Suppose, again, for sake of arg^ument that the IJitknder, 
or a section of the TTitlander popidation, is irritated to such an 
extent that amicable 

Rbconciliation bbcombs Impossible; 
then, whatever the ultimate outcome may be, the disruption will 
be sufficiently disastrous to make every man endowed with some 
scintilla of sense tremble for the safety of the State. It will be 
said, why conjure up such horrors P I say it is our duty to look 
facts and possibilities full in the &ce; to measure tiiem ac- 
curately and to shape our conduct in such a way as to avoid all 
possible calamities. If you are threatened by fire or flood do you 
shut your eyes in horror, and lie on the ground a helpless mass, or 
do you devise some plan to save yourself and those dear to you P 
So with the statesman who loves his country ; so with the man 
who loves his fellow-man. If he sees the danger he must strive 
to do his utmost to avert the consequences of peril. 

A Peophect Fulfilled. 
The rent is growing day by day greater; the threatening 
danger will soon show itself upon our political horizon, unless 
averted in tima It may be said that it is the XJitlander's duty to 
avert it. I say emphatically, it is his duty, and he should do all 
in his power to preserve the peace and independence and happi- 
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noM of this oountry. But let the burgher remember that hmma 
nature remains the same throughout the ages, and men cannot be 
goaded and taxed, despised and distrusted year after year with 
Uioreasing vigour, and be expected to bear it with philosophie 
equanimity; and, least of all, men bom with instincts of free- 
dom, nurtured with the traditions of freedom, and once them* 
selves members of freedom-loving communities. There is a pomt 
at which the strongest rope will break The most patient and 
philosophic man, when driven too far, lets both patienoe and 
philosophy go, and vindicates to his fellow-men that he is a man 
endowed with all the human instincts of hate and revenge. TioB, 
I say, is only one danger ; but think of the dangers to the 
Republic which can arise out of intrigue and treasonable jixM, 
It might be said, ' Shall we admit traitors to the Republic P ' No^ 
certainly not. But then an unreasonable course, illiberality and 
ungenerous distrust, may make of a most ardent siqyporter an 
inveterate hater and traitor. No legislation in the world can 
alter this so long as the real cause of tiie evil exists. A cancer is 
not cured by poultices or local applications ; the cancer must be 
removed, and even then delay will sometimes give only a temporary 
reUef . Instead of adopting the Roman and American policy of 

Assimilation akd Absorfhon, 
this Gbvemment has chosen to adopt a rigid policy of isola t Jon 
and division. Instead of giving the Uitlander a share in the 
administration, it has kept him aloof, thereby awakening a strong 
bond of union on the part of all Uitlanders, and arousing in them 
a feeling of opposition and hostility to the old burgher. This 
feeling is intensified day by day by the illiberal and ungenerous 
legislation of the old burgher, and will eventually drive the 
Uitlander into an attitude of stubborn, vindictive opposition. 

As IT IS AT PrBSBNT, 

he may, of course, be kept down, and eventually crushed by iome 
of arms, or by dread of the old burghers' superior military prowess ; 
but familiarity often breeds contempt, and this feeling of hostile 
opposition may one day assume an active and aggressive form* 
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What thinking man can abut hia eyea to thia internal danger P 
nieM ia a oertain olaaa in ihia Bepublio, headed by the Press 
tmwwpapeT (Eruger'a aubeidiaed organ), that tdla na : * You may 
tUnk ihia, bat yon dare not aay it, for by aaying it you enoonrage 
tUa oppoaitioii, and you foater raee-hatred.' What utter senile 
drfrel thia I aa if we are not all wisw and better for knowing the 
tmih, for aeeing it in the cleari bright light of actual &ct, than 
petrilig at it through the dim miat of falaehood Thia is an 
intanal danger, but this internal danger may breed an external 
danger. The Republic is surrounded by British territory, and 
<he English nation is by no means proud of its achievements here 
in leSO and 1881. If England sees that there is internal dis- 
agfoement and that there are numbers of her subjects who have 
driyen by the narrow policy of the present Gbvemment to 
. loyal to her, may she not one day seize the opportunity to 
ii i tfieve her tarnished laurels P And will she not find in the 
Biepiiblic itself a host of her sons who, merely because they have 
bean kept out of political rights, will eagerly flock to her 
•landaidP 

The gentlemen who constitute the Gh>yemment and the Legis- 
lature of this country are apt to forget that the coimtry ia 
practically surrounded by British territory, and that British 
aapital is very largely invested in this State. What the extent 
el Btitiah capital is, it is very difficult to say, and I doubt if this 
Government will be anxious enough to inquire into the matter 
and to publish a true statement. Still, the British capital invested 
here ia far greater than that which was invested in Egypt at the 
I of Lord Beaconsfield's coup, and the other interests are by no 
less than those which existed at the time of the high- 
handed seiEure of Egypt These, then, are external troubles. It 
ia into such internal and external troubles that these so-caUed 
^triota are so blindly leading the destinies of this Bepublic, 
widlat we, TJitlanders, who have come here to try and assist in the 
MaUialmient of a true South African Republic, are deprived of 
iH voice in the matter, but are expected to sit still, whilst we see 
MO* independence, our fortune, and the fabric our industry has 
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raised frittered away by seLGah fortune-seekers, incompetent 
statesmen, and ignorant legislators. I have heard it said in 
€k>yemment quarters that the burgher has no fears of internal 
dissension because the Uitlanders are too disunited, and too bosf 
making money ; that they fear the deadly marksmanship of the 
burgher, and therefore will always remain quiet. I haye alio 
heard it said that England will never extend her grasp to this 
Bepublic, because she has once had a seyere lesson, and the 
enterprise wiU be too expensive for money-loving Wnglishmfln 
to undertake. This may be so, I cannot tell ; but this I do knom, 
that in other countries, and at other times, these same people diai 
constitute the Uitlander element have not too patiently borne the 
ass-burden, and it is my firm beUef that the history of the past^ 
the human actions of the past, are the truest guides of the fntoier 
At any rate the danger seems to me sufficiently great to take 
precautionary steps to avert it, and he will be the true statesman 
of this Bepublic who will sacrifice himsfllf in order to avert it ; 
not he who, to gain some paltry office or some remimerative posti 
will shut hU eyes and cry with the burgher herd, ' Ghreat is die 
burgher I Down with the Uitlander ! ' 

ThB UrrLANDBBs' GRnSVAKCBS. 

Has the Uitlander any real grievances ! Well, gentlemen^ is 
it necessary for me to enlarge upon this subjectP Is it not a 
grievance that the townsman has to pay a heavy tax on almost 
everything he uses, whilst the countryman pays hardly aaytiiing 
on those articles which he himself indulges inP And has not 
the townsman, in ninety-nine cases out of cme hundred, been mads 
a Uitlander P Did the last disoussion in the Baad not show this 
ad nauseam f Is the Uitlander's voice not squelched so tibat he 
may not even air hU grievances unless he go hat in hand to some 
local authority and obtain his kind permissicm P The towns — tlie 
life and industry of the BepuUic, the homes of the Uitlandera— 
have no voice in the councils of the Stata Johannesborg and 
Barberton have each a vote in the Yolksraad, but in every odisr 
case they are swamped by the district. With what difficulty has 
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! Johannesburg obtained a Sanitary Board, and this Board can 
hardly be said to be a iree institution. Pretoria is under the 
direct control of the Govemment, and its inhabitants haye not been 
allowed to have a say in so paltry a matter as municipal aAdrs. 
But I shall not waste your time further. I shall only refer you 
to Mr. Leonard's Bill of Iniquities. It will be asked. What is 
our destiny P What is our hope P Gentlemen, my own vision is 
doudy, and the future I see for us IJitlanders is by no- means a 
bright one. Still, I must say there are men in this BepuUic, 
.burghers of the old stamp, who have seen the dangers, and who 
.are endeayouring to do away with the race hatred and stupid 
prejudices which the foolish policy of the ruling element has 
engendered, and is so carefully nursing. If there were more men 
like Lucas Meyer or the De Jagers returned to the Yolksraad, 
then I think we might safely hope for a reform. Then there 
are some of the newer burghers, men like Loveday and Jeppe. 
who haye step by step fought the cause of the IJitlander. But, 
alas, I have heard even these men despair. Belieye me, it is 
easier to fight wild beasts than to struggle against ignorance. 
( ' Gtegen Demmheit kamfen Gh>tter selbst vergebens.') 

The ultra burghers take up the position, ' You shall not be 
equal with us. Did we not drive the savage and wild beasts from 
the landP' They do not for one moment understand that to 
build a city like Johannesburg requires more labour, patience, 
skill, and courage, than to shoot Kaffirs or lions. Still, there is 
the difficulty, and great is he who can overcome it. The one 
thing, however, that we IJitlanders may be certain of is, that we 
shall not advance one single jot if we sit still with folded hands 
and pray Qod to come to our deliverance ; nay, nor if we rely upon 
the generous and liberal policy of the old burgher. We must all 
of us be TT 

UinTBD IN ONE STBONO PHALANX, 

and leave no opportunity of showing him the error of his ways» 
or the strength of our determination. No doubt the gentlemen 
in the Gk)vemment Buildings wiU jeer at you. If you are 
Englishmen they will caU you Imperialists; if you are Afri- 
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kanden they will call yov ^EngelBch gecind' (Englidi-mmded); 
and if you belong to any other nationality they will 8ay you afe 
only a Qennan, or a Hollander, or what not, and as sfauik quite 
beneath their oonaideration. But let them jeer at na UiUanden^ 
let them call ns by whatever names they will — so long as We 
do not jeer at one another, or call one another namee^ we shall 
ineraase in strength, and one day, it may be in the near or 
more remote future, our masters will haye to reckon with the 
helot Uitlander. Every one who starts a refOTm is at first 
overwhelmed with obloquy, and in the end carried shoulder-higk, 
provided his reform appeal to our sense of justice and &ir play. 
I doubt if there could be found an h<mest, intelligent man in 
this country who would not join the Uitlander in his cry lor 
justice, and whose sense of fair play is not shocked at the treat- 
ment he is receiving. 

Summary. 

Let me retrace my steps for a few minutes. I have en- 
deavoured to show: — 

1. That the naturalisation laws of to-day do not enable the 

naturalised Uitlander to stand on the same political footing 
as the old burgher, or the burgher who was naturalised 
previous to the promulgation of these laws. 

2. That these naturalisation laws divide the eitixens of the 

Republic into two classes^ the old burgher dass and the 
new burgher class. 

8. That the old burgher dass alone can return members to 
the First Yolksraad, and that in the First Yolkaraad is 
vested the supreme legislative power. 

4. That of these two classes of burghers, the one is a land- 
occup3ring dominant class, and the other an industrial and 
wealthy subservient class. 

6. That this division is diametrically opposed to the demo- 
cratic principle that every member of the Demos or peopk 
has the same voice in the afiairs of the State as evety 
other member. 
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6. That true republican prinoiples are at the aame time true 
democratic principleBy and that therefore this divisioii of 
citiflens into dominant and subsendent claafles is hostile to 
all true repablican sentiment. 

7. That the experience of ages has shown that such a diyisian 
is dangerous to the stability of the State. 

8. That the experience of the greatest Republic of our day 
has shown that the liberal admission of the stranger to full 
citiaen rights is conducive to greatness and happiness. 

9. That eminent political philosophers have at all times held 

that it is advisable to incorporate the alien into the State. 

10. That the conditions of this State, where the XJitlander male 
populaticm exceeds the male burgher population, and where 
the XJitlander capital has virtuaU j made the State, demand 
even more than in the United States a liberal and geneoroos 
policy towards the ITitlander, for his exclusion exposes the 
State to internal as well as external troubles. 

11. That the reasons for his exclusion alleged by the old 
burgher are not sound, and are based upon senseless fear, 
ignorance, and selfishness. 

12. That the XJitlander by being excessively taxed is irritated, 
and that the life and energy of the State depend upon the 
alien and not upon the native-born. 

18. That there does exist a liberal element among the old 
burghers, and that this liberal spirit should be fostered' 
by the XJitlander. 
14. But in order to foster this liberal spirit the XJitlander must 
agitate for his rights and not sleep, must show a combined 
front to the burgher, and must not be as a house divided 
against itself. 
I shall end now by considering 

Another Phase of the Question. 

In a new State the best policy is to consolidate the vaarious 
elements, and to foster a territorial interest. The distillation 
between the Transvaaler and the Afrikander is^ after all, not very 
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great The raw Englishman, German, or HoUander, ia naturally 
not oonTersant with the local ideas and local aspirations ; bat once 
he has gained local knowledge and become established here his 
interests are as much territorial as the bom Transvaaler, and he 
will do his utmost to further the interests of his new homa The 
love of political freedom is as strong in the German, the English- 
man^ and the Hollander, as it is in the Afrikander north or south 
of the YaaL Once he forms part of a new State he is as keen in 
its development and progress as the most ardently patriotic 
burgher, and he has, as a rule, this advantage over the old 
burgher, he has seen more of the world, knows more of the world, 
and stands higher in the scale of culture and education. It is this 
Anglophobia, so prevalent among the ignorant inhabitants of this 
State, and so sedxdously fostered by unscrupulous time-servers 
and power-seekers, which keeps us back, and which may prove 
the ruin of the Republic. If the English were the only immi- 
grants this policy of isolation would be bad enough, but fortunately 
they are not The burghers from the Free State, Natal, and the 
Gape Colony form no small part of the population. Add to them 
the Germans and the Hollanders, and surely there is enough 
diversity to assume safety. It is this diversity in the new-comers 
which can make this Republic so great. The intercourse of these 
various nationalities tends to rub off the angles and to broaden the 
views of each class. It is in this broadening of views that the 
future happiness of this Republic lies. Instead of trying to 
cramp and narrow the political horizon, it shoxdd be the aim and 
policy of every Afrikander to broaden it. Instead of repulsing 
the European he shoxdd be invited, as soon as he can reasonably 
be presumed to know the circumstances of the country, to take 
part in the development of the State, and to add his wide ex- 
perience to the local knowledge of the burgher. In this way the 
great diversity of ideas can be utilised to the benefit of the 
country, and to the welfare and happiness of its people. If the 
burgher could only get rid of his Anglophobia; if these un- 
scrupulous and ambitious fosterers of this dread apparition ooukl 
only be throttled, and all Europeans who have sojourned here say 
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five y«ar8| and who have a substantial stake in the country^ be 
invited to form part and paroel of the State, we could make the 
Transvaal a glorious Bepublie. But if this mania continues a few 
may fill their pockets or satisfy their ambition, but the great bulk 
of true Transvaalers and true Afrikanders will one day rue the 
narrow-minded and short-sighted policy of their ancestors. Surely 
it is better to disperse hostile influences and so to weaken them, 
than to allow them to agglomerate and 

Burst upon us in all thbir Force. 

This conflict may not perhaps be in the near future, or perhaps 
we are alread;^ within its grasp; but assuredly, if the present 
policy be persisted in, it will come. I conceive it to be the first 
duly of a statesman to gauge the present correctly, so that he may 
provide for the future. To provide for to-day is good, but a man 
who can only provide for to-day, and not for ike future, is no true 
statesman. I take it to be the duty of a true and patriotic states- 
man in this Republic to assimilate the diverse elements upon true 
republican principles, and not to drive the XJitlander into a 
combined opposition and inveterate hata It is true that the air 
is dear after a thimder-storm, but how much better and worthier 
to endeavour to avoid the storm, to clear the atmosphere, without 
thunder and lightning, hail and snow. The manner in which the 
legislature has gone to work has certainly not been upon the basis 
of true republican principles and the experience of ages. He 
who abhors principle, and neglects the lessons of history and ex- 
perience, will find that Providence is unkind to him. The laws 
of human society and human actions are immutable. If you 
appreciate them you may use them to advantage, and so serve the 
welfare and happiness of your fellow-men. But if you neglect 
them, or are ignorant of them, they will assert themselves even in 
opposition to a Yolksraad resolution. The problem is interesting, 
but what its solution wiU be depends upon the good sense of the 
ruling element. May its advisers see the necessily of altering 
their present course, and may they steer the ship of State away 
bom the impending dangers into the calm sea of peace and oon- 
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toity of welfare and good f ortmifiL If, on the other hand, ma 
ralers will not see the enora of their waya, and if they wOl not 
adopt a more liberal and gGneroiis poliey towards the TJithuwtmr, 
Imt persiat in inaalting, diatnuting, and irritating him, then mmf 
we all say — burgher and ITitlander alike — ' God behoede land es 
Tolk' (God protect the land and Ute people). 
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EXTRACT FROM AN ADDRESS 

Given by the Chief Justice of the South 

African Republic, at Rustenburg, in the 

Transvaal^ in October, 1894. 

After speaking of the separation of the three great branohea 
of the Gk>yemment into the Legislatiye, the SzecutiTey and the 
Judicial, he goes on to say as follows : — 

Each of these powers or departments in the State which ha^e 
been mentioned has its own cirele, within which its functions are 
ta be carried out Neither the one nor the other can exceed the 
Knits set by the Constitntion without vidating its precepts, and 
thereby endangering the 

Indbpbndbucb of thb Bbpublic. 

The country is at present eiqposed to that danger. In 1892 I 
had occasion pubUdy to point this out No one who for a monieoi:| 
oonaiders the condition of things in the State will deny that the 
country is at present in a very critical position. The unmistekable 
mgDB of an approaching change are apparent on eyeiy side; It 
entirely depends upon the peofde whether the impending change 
is to take place peaceably, or to be aooompanied with yioleiiMi 
Do not let us close our eyes and ears to the truth. The peopki 
diould thoroughly understand the true position of things. I 
repeat what I have just said, the non-obs^ryanoe of and departnre 
from the Ghrondwet menaces the indqiendenee of the State. In 
the early days of our history it was possible to haye acted uneon-* 
afcitutiottaUy without at once experiencing any ^yil results. But 
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the simplicity of those days has passed away, and we oan no 
longer pursue a happy-go-lucky course. The country has a Gcn- 
stitutioUy and must be goyemed by its precepts, and in a states- 
manlike manner. Let me repeat here what I said in 1892 : 'How 
frequently have we not seen that the Grondwet, which, as the 
Constitution, ought to stand on an extremely difierent footing 
from our ordinary law, has neyertheless been viewed and treated 
as such. Many a time has the Orandwet been altered by a eimph 
resolution of the LegislcUure. By this meane many a radical and, I 
am afraid, often ununee change has been brought about in the Comti- 
tution. This objectionable and unstatesmanlike mode of procedure 
oan no longer be followed without impairing the progress and 
jeopardising the independence of the Stata' I leave it to you to 
say whether this observation is well founded or not A word of 
warning must also be spoken against the practice which exists^ 
and which is yearly increasing, of what I may with deference 
venture to call loose and hasty legislation. This is not in aocord- 
ance with the Constitution, and is highly prejudicial. Thd 
Grondwet and one of its supplements does, indeed, lay down that 
a resolution of the Yolksraad has the force of law. The meaning 
of this is not that any matter may, by a simple resolution, without 
observing the necessary formalities, and without first having been 
brought to the knowledge of the people, be legislatively disposed 
of ; but merely that when extraordinary circumstances suddenly 
present themselves the Yolksraad shall be competent to make 
temporary provision by means of a resolution, which shall mean- 
while be respected and observed as law. The Ghrondwet pre- 
scribes that cJl proposed laws must first be published for three 
months before they can be ccmsidered by the Legislature. The 
reason for this is plain, inasmuch as the people will be bound by^ 
and will have to conform to, such proposed laws when adopted^ 
and hence the provision that they shall have previous notice and 
knowledge of the matter. 

By this clause in the Grondwet the people sought to proteet 
themselves against sudden and hasty legislation. This has not 
been kept steadily in view, and what was originally intended by 
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tiie founders of the Republic as an exceptional matter has in 
ocmrse of time been turned into a general rule. Our statute-book 
affords ample proof of this, and we must at once abandon the prac- 
tioe, and return to and observe the precept of our Constitution. 
A deep kind of anxiety is caused throughout the length and 
breadth of the land when we hear and read of proposals and 
sohemes to alter existing laws or introduce new ones by mere Yolks- 
raad resolution. The people, from whom, according to the Constitu- 
tion, everything proceeds, must be considered and consulted before 
an existing law can be altered, either wholly or in part, or a new 
and proposed law be adopted. Whatever may have been the correct 
view of this matter formerly, the Legislature, consisting of two 
branches of Yolksraaden, is (like the Executive and Judicial 
power) subordinate to the Gh!t>ndwet, and the law of 1890, by 
which it has been called into being. This law of 1890 now forms 
a portion of the Constitution of the country. Hence the danger 
to which I have referred is rather increased than dimioished 
thereby, and it is well that we bear this seriously in mind. The 
trek spirit has well-nigh become extinct. The Republic has its 
beaoons and boundaries, which, with the exception of our eastern 
border, can no longer be extended. In the wise dispensation of 
Providence, everything has its proper season. It is remarkable 
that, although our mineral treasures have for ages existed in the 
country, they have only recently been discovered and developed. 
It is equally remarkable that soon after we had to experience a 
movement which has definitely fixed the 

Limpopo as ouk Northern Boundary. 

These facts, together with the daily increasing population and 
ibe many complications arising therefrom, indicate that we must 
more than ever devote our attention upon our internal and domestic 
afEairs. There is but one safe course to follow in dealing with 
pdUic matters under the altered conditions. The country must 
be ruled in accordance with the recognised rules of constitutional 
Gkrremment. The people, and I say it with all respect for my 
fellow-burghers, are to a certain extent themselves to blame. 
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TheyJiave, to a considerable degree, ihemflelves to tliank fct 
the unaatiBfactory position in which the country ia at ppewl 
placed. WefrequerUly see thai token some member of the camtmmiif 
gives eofpression to his views with regard to puiUc affiUrs^ whiek 
fiat be acceptable to this or that particular section, he is ai 
stigmatised as a sower of discord. Now we mnit be careful Boi ta 
confound the frank and nuuily ezprassion ol opinion with 
diaaenaion or discord. In order to enable the people to under* 
stand and judge correctly of public matters, the free and fmtl&m 
expression of individual opinion is an absolute necessity. Tba 
voice of the people, not the voice of a clique or a saetkni, vast 
decide, and that voice no one dares to smother, and every cue 
must obey. This principle is laid down and approved in oar 
Orondwet — *The peopk desire the greatest possible social fireeiom! 
'The people recognise the liberty of the press.' Of course this does 
not mean license, but liberty or freedom, in accordance with just 
laws. It is good to guard against dissension, but it is equally 
necessary not to confound it with the manly utterance of opinioii» 
even although that opinion may differ from our own. The fini^ 
&ct of a difference of view between two or more sections of the 
community gives none the right to say that dissension exists im 
our midst It is just through the fearless expression of individiial 
opinion, especially in times of public danger, that the country is 
benefited. A man is no less our friend because he happens to tall 
us the truth. In all well-govemed countries we find differeoit 
parties, and honest opposition is nought but a boon and a Mossing 
to the State. The Democrats and Republicans in the United 
States are both good and true citusens. The Conservatives and 
Liberals are both loyal Englishmen; and in the same way» the 
members of the majority and minority in our Yolksraad are botk 
good Transvaal burghers. It would indeed be deplorable if ae 
sound and healthy opposition existed. The country would thsu 
cease to be a free and independent Republic, and every one who 
voted in a minority would be regarded as a sower of dissensioiit 
and looked upon as an enemy. The patriotic Andries Pretoriu^ 
indeed, on his death-bed, warned his feUow-burgheia agaivt 
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iiitiiman, but not against difEerenoe of views and respect for 
each others' opinions. The change which is impending and the 
danger which is threatening are not &nciful. The change cannot 
be ayoidedy although the danger maj be prevented. It is by the 
xeaolve of the people to have the country governed in a consti- 
tational and statesmanlike manner, according to the Grondwet, 
that the danger will be averted. The Gh!t>ndwet, ivhicA has but 
i$o ffften been altered and departed from^ has recently been revised 
and collected together into one harmonious whole, and duly 
.published for the information of the peopla You are aware that 
last year, in pursuance of a resolution taken by the Legislature, 
a Gonmussion was appointed by the Government to revise and 
together the Qrondwet. This was done by the Conmiission, 
toork was duly approved of by the Executive, and published 
111 the Staatscourant. During the present session this revised 
Qvondwet was by the First Yolksraad referred to a committee 
«i five members, chosen out of the Raad, in order to consider it 
in conjunction with the Executive. This took place, and on the 
98th July the Yolksraad Committee submitted its report, accom- 
panied l^ an entirely new draft Ghx>ndwet, which contained such 
imforiantf radical, and dangerous provisions that, had they been 
mhpted, I do not hesitate to say the independence of the country 
wmM have come to an end. 1 will not now enter upon particulars, 
but merely make a few general observations so far as the Courts 
at Law and the administration of justice are concerned. Accord- 
ing to the altered provisions, as recommended by the Yolksraad 
Oowmittee, the Courts of Justice, from the lowest to the highest 
bk die land, would have been so affected in the independent 
soDBteiae of their functions, that it would simply have been an 
impossibility to have dispensed justice between man and man without 
favour or pr^udke. The altered provisions in question assign 
pcmvrs and functions to the Executive and the Legislature which 
al present belong exclusively to the Courts ol Justice. The very 
safil and constitutional relation which, according to the Gbondwet, 
exbled between the three great powers or departments in the 
Stflte, would have been so violated that the Courts of Justice 
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uxmld have tottered to their deepest foundations. The Kkertf^ 
properties^ and other rights of the people would have been 

Placed in the Greatest Jeopardy; 

aye^ the very independence of the BepubUCf which is so mseparaUy 
connected with the independence of the Courts of Law, would 
thereby, as I have already observed, have come to an end, I am 
conyinced that the honourable members of the Committee did 
not realise this danger. His Honour the President, and the otfaer 
members of the Executive who in January last approved of the 
work of the Government Commission — ^the State Secretaiy was 
at that time away in Europe — could not have been aware of the 
danger. The observation has been justly made that the radieal 
and objectionable proposals suggested in the report of tlie 
Committee clearly show that they must have originated with 
some person or persons other than the five members of tlie 
Committee. Whoever may have advised the Committee, it is 
plain that upon such adviser or advisers a grave reqKmsihility 
rests. It grieves one to express, and it is d^cult to accept^ tl»B 
idea that what has happened is due to ignorance, ybr the proposed 
alterations are altogether too systematic. If now what has been 
attempted is to be attributed to premeditation and design, then it 
savours of treason against the people by undermining the hdUest 
safeguards of the liberty and independence of the Bepublie as 
laid down in the Ght>ndwet. History affords many examplss of 
persons guilty of such doings who had to suffer for their oandnct 
We need but call to mind the &te of an Alva, or a Strafford, and 
of so many others, who have endeavoured to violate and subvert 
the rights of the people and the liberties of the land. Even in 
the annals of our own Republic an instance of the kind ia to be 
found — ^when, in the year 1865, a violation of the laws ai the 
land by certain Volksraad members was declared to be a politioal 
offence, and punished accordingly. It is as well to remember all 
this, in order to appreciate the recent occurrences with respeot to 
the revised Qrondwet The first Volksraad has acted wisely in 
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rejecting the radical and dangerous changes which it was pro- 
posed to make in the constitution. 

We have seen that in the early history of our country, the 
popular voice, in the form of the Yolksraad, or constitutional 
party, asserted itseli Both Potgieter and Pretorius, with their 
personal following, had to submit to it We have also seen that 
the people have emphatically declared in the Grondwet in what 
manner the State is to be governed. The voice, the expressed 
will of the people alone can alter the Gh!t>ndwet, which we are all 
bound to respect and maintain. The popular voice will have to 
decide what shape and turn the fast approaching change is to 
assume. It entirely depends upon the people themselves to avert 
the threatening danger. The immediate return to the Grondwet 
and the strict adherence to both the letter and the spirit of its 
precepts can alone save the country. The history of the Trans- 
vaal, both before and after the passing of the (Grondwet, fully 
justifies this statement. Sir Henry Maine, an eminent jurist of 
our time, has, in his essay on the American Constitution, made 
Hie following remarks : — ' The powers and disabilities attached to 
the United States, and to the several States, by the Federal 
Constitution, and placed under the protection of the deliberately 
contrived securities we have described, have determined the whole 
course of American history. The history began, as all its records 
abundantly show, in a condition of society produced by war and 
revolution, which might have condemned the great Northern 
Sepublic to a condition not unlike that of her disorderly sisters 
in South America. But the provisions of the Constitution have 
acted upon her like those dams and dykes which strike the eye of 
the traveller along the line, controlling the course of a mighty 
river, which begins amidst mountain torrents, and turning it into 
one of the most equable waterways of the world.' An inheritance 
has been left us ; a pledge has been entrusted to us. The founders 
of the Republic have consigned its independence to our keeping. 
If we are to be true to our duty and trust, we must take heed that 
the voice of the people is not merely heard but also respected. 
The internal danger is threatening the State. The signs of an 
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approaehing change are memtfeei. It wiU he for ike people to decide 
whether the change is to be effected m peace and qmetneee, or whether 
U %8 to be accompanied by violenee. It wiU be for the people to 
decide whether the change is to strengthen the State and make 
it flourish, or whether it will torn the oonntiy into a restless and 
disoiderly South Afnmn Republic, or depriye it of its inde- 
pendence. Hay the people arrive at a just and sensible con* 
tiction, and adopt the only sale oourse to saye the State! I end 
with the prayer, 'God save the Land and the People.' 
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COPY OF THE PETITION 

For the Franchise which was signed by 

38)500 people in 1895, presented to 

the Volksraad, and rejected. 

1. That your petitioners are all persons who reside in the 
South African Bepublic. 

2. That your petitioners have always obeyed the laws and paid 
their taxes. 

8. That your petitioners as a body have been in this Republic 
a considerable number of years, and have done much to increase 
its wealth and its dignity and position among South African 
States. 

4. That the class of unenfranchised persons to which the 
majority of your petitioners belong is increasing daily, and 
already the number of those who have no vote is in excess of 
those who are entitied to yote. 

5. That the value of the property and possessions of the 
unenfranchised is quite equal to, and indeed far in excess of , that 
of the enfranchised burgher. 

6. That the incidence of taxation is such that at least four- 
fifths of the total revenue of the Bepublic are contributed by the 
unenfranchised. 

7. That there is now a balance in the Treasury of over 
£1,200,000, while the annual revenue is over £2,247,000, against 
about £198,000 ten years ago, before the class of unenfranchised 
came into the country. 

8. That your petitioners desire to be allowed to become loyal 
citizens of the South African Bepublic upon terms of equality 
with the existing burgher population. They respectfully submit, 
however, that one of the first principles of Bepublican 
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<jh>yenmLent — a principle without which, indeed, a Bepoblio 
would cease to exist — ^is equality, and the right of the taxpayer to 
representation. 

8. That the laws of this BepuUic formerly admitted this 
principle ; that hctm time to time, however, it has been attacked, 
and the difficulties in the way of securing the rigjit to vote hafsr 
been multiplied, notwithstanding the respectfol and repeated 
petitions and representations cft your petitioners. 

10. That finally, last session, in face of a yietitisn signed by 
oyer 13,000 men, the law was so altered that they can never g^ 
the foil rights of burghers; that their diildren aftsi^ them, 
although bom in the Republic, can nevev beeomya t rttflhat 
except und^ practically impossible eenditi<msi 

11. That your petitioners submit that they are entitledl ta ba^ 
admitted to the rights of dtitfenship ; they feel that their donduot 
in the |Mist, the magnitude and natu« of their intevesta ih Hum 
country, and tiielr contributions to the teveaue, jastify Assa iai 
asking for this admission; and they cannot but feel thai tlit 
policy of dividing the population into two elsfliod, and axoluding 
<me from all real political power, is wrcmg in princqple^ aad ia 
fraught with possibilities of the gravest oenseq|aeiiaes^ 

Wherefore your petitioners respectfully pray that tha 
tiie Yolksraad may take these grave dieiunstanoea into 
coDflideration, and may so dlter the law that your 
may, under reasonable conditions, be admitted to tha fall rigjhis 
of citiaens of thia Bepublie. 
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TRANSLATION 

Of leading article from ^Land en Volk/ 

Decsmbsr 5TH, 1895- 
W0LMARAN8* Watch. 

A. D. W. WcMJfABANA giyes in the Volksstem the foUowiag 
eEpkodition of his g(4d watch : (a) The watch was presented to 
Urn folly niAe months befcwe the Concession was dealt with; 
(ft) by a person whose name was not mentioned as belonging to 
the applicants for the Concession ; (e) when asked what it meant^ 
the answer was given^ it means a proof of friendship ; {i) that at 
that time a spider was offered (by some one who was considered by 
me as one of the Ooneession agents), which spider was refused by 

The paUio will itself be able to judge how &r it can believe 
Wolmarans in any matter, and specially in such a case as thisL 
Bei the mean time, we must declare the following statranents in his 
history to be lying : (a) The watch is not a paltry thing in any 
sense of the word. It is a gold repeater that cost £76 ; (b) it is a 
deliberate lie that the watch was given to Mr. Wolmarans nine 
months before the Silati Concession was asked for. 

Now, if the hero of Derdepoort wants to show the public that 
there is a grain of honour in his character, let him say : (a) 
Who was the great bosom friend who out of pure friendship 
gave him, Wolmarans, a gold watch worth £75, We challenge 
Wolmarans to mention his nama We also diaUenge him to 
menition the name of the person who offered him a spider* 
He will not dare to do either of these things. As far as sharp 
words and insinuations are concerned^ if they are not applicable 
to the coward himself, them he knows well enough to whom 
they are applioabfe. The pdUio will also know this shortly. 
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We shall take it upon ounelTeB to expose one of the tfaieres 
shortly (who is now in Zoutpansberg), and we shall also then 
we hope be able to prove what influence was exercised upon 
Jabie Eruger and by whom. 

Now, as &r as voting in the Silati Railway Concession is 
concemedy we repeat that he voted in favouk of it. 
Wolmarans lies when by his letter to the public he wishes to 
make it understood that he voted against the Concession. It is 
true that he voted against referring the Concession to a 
Committee. But in Article 919, page 288, of the Minutes of 
1891, it will be found that he voted in favoub of the final 
resolution, whereby the Silati Railway Concession was confirmed. 
There were present on that day twenty-four members, and the 
proposal was accepted by twenty-one against three votes, and 
the three who voted against it, as noted, were Prinsloo, Stoqp, 
and De Clerok. Wolmarans has thus voted in favour of it. 
If, then, he was against the Concession originally, as he wishes 
it to be believed, what then brought about this change in his 
opinion P Was it not a gold watch P He may possibly convince 
a fool of the contrary, but no honourable man, this unworthy 
Yolksraad member. What he says about the man who gave him 
a gold watch is also a lie. He was known throughout the 
entire country as the agent for the Silati applicants. 

And this is the man who dares to speak about patriotism 
and treason. Can anybody commit a greater treason against 
his people and his nation than to accept a gold watch for his 
vote as Yolksraad member, and then endeavour by all kinds of 
lies to get out of it by endeavouring to make the people believe 
that he was not influenced by the gold watch, as he voted against 
the Concession ; a far-reaching lie, as we have shown from the 
Minutes. The public will now be able to judge for itself what value 
in future to attach to the word of Mr. A. D. W. Wolmarans. He 
wishes to suggest that he was against the Concession. Let the 
people for one moment take into consideration his conduct : — (a) 
On Thursday, 2l8t May, 1891, he voted against referring the 
Concession to a Committee without giving reasons (page 49, 
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Minutes of 1891). (b) On Monday, 13th July, 1891, Wolmarans 
spoke in the following sense about the Concession : — His burghers 
were against oonfirming the Concession because the Government 
had to guarantee 4 per cent If this was not expunged he would 
vote against the concession (page 271 Minutes, 1891). (e) On 
Wednesday, 16th July, 1891, Wolmarans declared : — That he 

THOUGHT THE RAILWAY WAS UNAVOIDABLE, BUT THE ONLY 
QUSSTIOK HERE WAS THE 4 PEE CENT., AND AFTER HEARING THE 
EXPLANATION OF THE MeHBER FOR StANDERTON, THAT THE 

Government paid interest to be able to exercise control, he 
COULD AGREE TO THE ARTICLE, {(t) Ou Wednesday, 15th July, 
1891, he voted for the final confirmation of the Silati BaQway 
Concession (page 288 Minutes, 1891). 

Wolmarans received his watch between the 2l8t May, 1891, 
and the 15th July, 1891. 

A splendid patriot truly whose honour is not worth more than 
agoUwatdh. 
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MR. LEONARDOS EVIDENCE 

Before the Select Committee on 
British South Africa. 



Chaihiian. 

7870. Perhaps you will aanst the GcMiimitteey so &r as you 
oan, by liniitiTig the extent of the matter which is to be put 
before the Committee ; but I will ask you one question, which I 
think will enable you to state shortly what you have to say in 
eaoh case. You were, I think, chairman of what was called the 
National Union P — ^Yes. 

7871. When were you elected?— In December 1894. 

7872. Who was the first chairman P — ^Mr. John Tudhope. 

7873. You, I think, were the second P — ^I was the second. I 
had been connected with the union from the date of its formation 
in 1892. 

7874. You desire to make a statement on the position of the 
Uitlanders in the Transvaal ; but before we go to that, I should 
like you to tell the Committee about what is known of the 
Jameson letter of invitation, with special regard as to how far 
that letter was to be used by Dr. Jameson without further 
ri^erence to the union ; did you understand that the letter was to 
be used by Dr. Jamescm wiUiout further reference to the union? 
r^Absolutely not ; I aay in the most emphatic manner, no. 

7875. Will you give the Committee a sketch of the reasons 
which induced you to go to Cape Town on 26th December, and of 
what took place there at the interviews you had with Mr. 
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Rhodes P — Of ooorae I can answer that questioii, but I think the 
Committee would get a clearer idea if you would allow me, in 
connection with that point, to state the history of my oonneotkm 
with this raid, or my first knowledge of the raid, down to the 
end. If I went into the question of what took me to Cape Town 
in December, without stating what had passed before, I am afraid 
the Committee would get an incorrect pictura 

7876. We have got a certain amoxmt of information as to 
what passed; eyidence has been given by several witnesses; I 
dare say you are fiimiliar with the evidence which has already 
been given P — Generally, yes ; but I think I may make it more 
dear. In October, 1895, I had an interview with Mr. 
Rhodes in Cape Town, which was the basis of our subsequent 
action in Johannesburg, and I do not think that the Committee 
will get a clear idea, or at least will understand exactly, what the 
reason for my going to Cape Town on the 26th December was 
as fully as they otherwise would do, tudess I refer to that 

7877. Will you kindly shorten your statement as far as you 
can P — ^In October I went to Cape Town with Mr. Lionel Philip 
We had given up all hope at that time of getting any redress of 
the political situation by constitutional means, and it had been 
suggested that it was perfectly clear that disturbances would 
break out in Johannesburg sooner or later, that the public were 
getting very excited. Practically the thing was developing into 
a race feeling, owing to the indignities put upon the British 
section of the community ; there was not merely a denial of their 
rights, but a taking away of their rights ; and there was a great 
deal of disturbance ; and it was felt that it was very much better 
to organize any steps which might be taken, than to allow them 
simply to be a failure or turn into a riot. It was suggested that 
Mr. Rhodes was willing to help us in this matter; and the 
result was an interview between Mr. Rhodes, Mr. Phillips, Mr. 
Hammond, Colonel Rhodes, and myself at Cape Town, in October 
1895. I had a conversation with Mr. Rhodes (I cannot remember 
the exact date in October, but it was somewhere towards the 
latter end of October, I think) in Mr. Lionel Phillips' presence; 
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and generally the outlme of what followed was agreed upon. It 
was then agreed that I should go away that day and draw up 
what was called a manifesto, which was to be published through- 
out the South African States to steady opinion and to show what 
the reason of our action was and what our objects were. I have 
the original of that manifesto here. I think it is important that 
it should be put in. It is the memorandum that is referred to 
in one of the telegrams as the document left with Mr. Stevens. 

7878. You are not referring to the one that appears in the 
Blue Book P — ^No ; this is another document altogether. I 
should like, if I may, to put in the original {producing documenf). 
I had discussed with Mr. Rhodes the question of what the attitude 
of Gape Colony would be in the event of this trouble arising in 
Johannesburg, and he assured me that the feeling was so irritated, 
even among the Dutch population in Cape Colony, that they 
would welcome a change, and it was in order that the various 
colonies and states in South Africa should know what we were 
driving at that this document was drawn up ; and this document 
forms the basis of my agreement with Mr. Rhodes. Shall I 
readitP 

7878. I think it is not necessary to read it if you will hand it 
in. (The mme was handed in.) — It contains shortly a statement 
of the grievances and the reasons why we rose, but I think it is 
essential to point out this. Perhaps if I were to read one page 
of this document it will show the essential portion. After stating 
what our grievances were, and what our position was, the manifesto 
goes on : 'We want (1) Full representation in the councils of the 
State in proportion to our numbers and vested interesta Being the 
majority of the people we claim to be included in a true government 
of the people by the people for the people. (2) Proper control of 
public moneys and true responsibility to the peopla (3) Absolute 
independence of the courts and the raising of the status of the 
judges. (4) The possession and control of our railways and 
public works. (5) The abolition of monopolies. (6) Free trade 
with the neighbouring states of South Africa in all products 
thereof. (7) A settled policy, which, while guarding the legiti- 
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mate interests of the Soatb African BepuUic wtBltnakj, shalk 
foster the good will of the other South Afrioan states, aai 
strengthen the bonds of eommeroe and good feeling between xm 
and them. (8) Pure administration. (9) Equal rights for flie 
English and Dutch languages.' That is the statsmeoot of ihs 
objects which we had in Tiew. 

788a That states shortly the manifesto that yon prepaiedF 
Tesy substantially. 

7881. We have heard pretty wdl the history of the fran- 
chise, and I dare say you are familiar with the evkhnoe that liii 
been given to the Committee on that point; that one of ihs 
grievances put forward was that the Uitlanders were debaned 
from the firanchise P — ^Yes ; it was the main grievance natorlil^^ 
We felt that if we had representation we would be aUe U 
protect our interests, but I want to say clearly here the gfoatsst 
grievance we felt was this. It has been suggested, I think Mr. 
Schreiner has said, that patience and conciliation would li#pe 
brought all right. I want to state here that we had tried tbal 
for eight or nine years, and it was not a case of the Transvaal 
being in a backward condition, but it had deliberately gome task 
from nineteenth-century civilisation to seventeenth-century civil- 
isation ; in other words, we had deliberatdy settled in this oountiy 
and tried to develop it by industry and caipital invested there and 
made our homes there ; and then they took away our rights m&k 
Ade; that is our case. 

7882. It has been asserted that the new-comers did Ml 
desire to take part in the afihirs of the country ; I gather Irem 
what yoti* say that you do not agree with that view P-^Absoliitsly 
not. If that suggestion arises or is supposed to arise out of Mr. 
Phillips' evidence, I can only say that we wore very joitly 
angered, I think, at the capitalists' view of the thing. The 
people up to 1892 had lived in the hope that the GovemsMHd 
would change, and that things would come right : but in 1898 
the Second Yolksraad had proved what it was really intended to 
be, I b^eve, the veriest sham under the sun ; and in 1S92 the 
people formed the National Union, and so far from their Mt 
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Wtttni^ JMntidMi tlg|ftte <M* ndi t^ftfttfal:^ to tflUt6( ft pBl^ tli6 P^fm 

yUFfit^ ftMonrtdj^ ^THtftittKytte ttia ttidtit eiiunxrairaCftll]^ cteteiMiiillocI 
in their desire for political equality on fidr Bnel 

^89jf. I lai:e it^jtm trould aarf thst that leefitig' rathe)^ grew 
llhBii dhnin^hed f-^Ironi 1892 it wan steadzty 6rg8td<ec^ asvl htttf 
hlMMr eMfltnltly gtofwing sinee ; piuiel j ebnstitationid in the fifM 
iflBtanei^, attd (MAxdiUtting hi 1895 itt unootiBtitational AotiM!. 

7884. Had the ndlwaty eztenaioii from the Oape to the" 
Tranaiyaal anything to do with the development of that iee&Ocgf 
-^*^7p to 1890 Pfeaident Kragw watt absolutely ofytioae^ td the 
cmtftrm^m of any tailway oonneetixigf ua with the Brftidi 
CUomeii He Waiitcfd a McShray to connect Pretoria and ^ohiitt^ 
dafeiKirg' irMh Delagoa Bay, which is not under Britidi inlhteittcr. 
£k 1890 tiiere was a grave danget of famine in JoiMmMfatg. 
Th^ pfkte «f everything waa mhanc^ very much, and the ddb^ 
ill getting mittiiig machinery, and all aorta of thingft, werd vefiy 
irritating; and in 1890 a famine had nearly come shotft itf 
MiMiiieBbarg; |«MtieaUy there wtfn a great want of food. 

788). Juat t^ make fcm point clear, would you tdl xUf th^ 
neareat fidlway which then ojdated from the Cape to t^retoriA ?^^ 
The ittilway had been extended through Gape Colony by Ottp^ 
Ool0tty, ttnd by arrangement with the Orange Free State, I thirds 
m hap m Bloemfontein at that time. There waa a gap of un- 
cetinered hmd between Bloemfontein and JTohanneaburg and PV^ 
toria^ a^ Preai^tont Eniger wae oppoaed to the extension of that 
line. He uae4 all hie influence to oppose even the extenaiiM of 
the railway thrai«gh the Orange Free State from Bloemf ontein to 
the Vaal Biver^ and would not conaefit to the esttoiaion f rtMS Hke 
Yaal River northwarda until he had got the Delagoa Bay BaSwiBy 
complete. 

7886. Then, as a matter of hat, waa the ra&way from 
Pretoria to Delagoa Bay compkled belore the connection WM 
made between the Cape Railway and the TranavaalP— ^No; the 
preaaure of public opinion in 1890 waa ao great that Preaident 
Eruger ehanged hia policy. The raill«>ay waa extended from 
Bloemf ontein northwards to Johanneaburg and Pretoi^, aAd we 
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liad railway oonnection with the Gape ports probably two or three 
years before the oonnection was opened between Delagoa Bay and 
Johannesburg and Pretoria. 

7887. There was a section of the Boers, was there not, 
fayonrable to the daims of the UitlanderP — ^More or less fayonr- 
able, yes ; that is to say, they did not go as far as we thonght 
they should go, but if their yiews had been the dominant yiews, if 
they had been in the majority, we should neyer haye had any 
trouble. 

7888. Did they take any steps to giye effect to their yiewsP 
— On each occasion when the franchise debates came up, and 
other matters, such as taxation by custom duties, and so on, there 
was always a minority of six or seyen or eight I cannot define 
the number exactly at the moment on the diffiarent debates, but 
there was always a minority of some six or seyen in fayonr of a 
Uberal goyemment headed by men like Mr. Lucas Meyer, Mr. 
Jeppe, Mr. Mands, and Mr. Jager& 

7889. Would you say that any other influences were brought 
to bear upon the Transyaal Gh>yemment to resist the claims of 
the UitlandersP— The President himself, I am absolutely con- 
yinced, had such a deadly hostility to eyerything English tiliat he 
was the/ofw et origo of the whole business ; I am perfectly certain 
if I gaye the history of the franchise legislation that would be 
incontestable. The extreme Boers were of the same mind with 
him, and behind them he had Continental influences which, from 
self-interest alone, apart from race hatred, droye them to foment 
eyery discord that could exist, or could be thought to exist, 
between the Uitlanders and the goyeming authority in the 
Transyaal. 

Mb. Labouchbrb. 

7890. Is this President Eruger you are referring to P — I am 
speaking of the Hollanders principally ; the Hollanders and one 
Oerman at least. 

Chaibman. 

7891. From the period you mention, in 1890 to 1896, 1 take 
it, there was a constant effort on the part of the Uitlanders to 
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obtain redress for wliat ihej deemed to be their grievanoesP — 
There were repeated endeayours. In 1892 resolutions were passed 
nnanimonaly by a meeting at which I should think at least 3000 
respectable men were present, of all classes, excluding the capi- 
talists ; at that meeting, in fact, one of the bitter cries was that the 
capitalist stood out and left the middlemen and the working men 
to fight the battle for freedom. 

7892. It has been suggested, as you know, that the revolt 
lather had its origin in some sordid object or motive; do you 
agree with that suggestion P — I can scarcely find language strong 
enough to repudiate such a statement. The capitalists joined 
what had been a popular movement ever since the people began to 
think about politics. I say the capitalists joined it, and the thing 
was hastened by their action and their adhesion ; but to say that 
this thing was the work of capitalists is absurd so far as Johan- 
nesburg is concerned. 

7893. You would say that the movement was not mainly, or 
even largely, the result of what is called the financial element P — 
The financial element, I am satisfied, had absolutely nothing to do 
with it. The financial support and adhesion of capitalists made a 
levolution possible, for this simple reason. If you will allow me, 
I would like to explain why we eventually went in with them at 
all ; we were an unorganized and unarmed lot of men in Johannes- 
burg. Without very influential aid from Gape Colony we could 
not hope to obtain arms or ammunition through the ports, and we 
could not send the hat round in Johannesburg for subscriptions to 
buy arms ; it was absolutely necessary that somebody should put 
down a big sum or big simis of money for the purpose, and that is 
one of the main reasons why I accepted the assistance of the 
capitalists in the matter. 

7894. Had the National Union the support and approval of 
all sections of the TJitlanders in Johannesburg P — Yes, I think it 
was one of the most representative bodies ever known in the 
country ; all classes, workmen, professional men, mechanics, shop- 
keepers, and all sorts. Tip to 1895 no capitalist was ever seen on 
our platform, indeed that was one of our grievances ; Mr. Advo- 
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cate WesaeLs described them as skidking round the street comen 
in Johannesburg instead of helping us in the fight for liberty. 

7895. You have told us that they did ultimately give you 
some assistance ? — Yes, the capitalists had supported President 
Eruger in his election in 1893, and they had hoped that he 
would bring things right in time ; their interests were so large 
that they did not want to risk a revolution if it was to be avoided, 
and I am satisfied from my talk with them at the time that the 
reason why they went in was that they were satisfied absolutely 
that there was no hope of getting reform in the ordinary way, 
that the condition was intolerable, that the great mass of the people 
felt the condition was intolerable, and that there was grave danger 
of riot and the destruction of things and &ilure. They then de- 
cided, I think, to join us, in order that the movement should 
be an organized one, with a hope of success. 

7896. Would you say that they joined you rather on your 
invitation or that they sought to join you P — It is a littie difficult 
to define it exactly. There is a significant note at the foot of the 
original docmnent, the manifesto which I have handed in. The 
document is in my handwriting, and it contains interlineations by 
Mr. John Hays Hammond and Mr. Lionel Phillips ; and there is a 
separate footnote here in Mr. Phillips' handwriting : ' To be issued 
by National Union. National Union to be re-enforced by recruits 
from moneyed classes first' 

7897. Do you wish to say anything upon the subject of com- 
mandeering P — I was not in Johannesburg in 1894, but I know the 
very great dissatisfaction that there was. The Transvaal Govern- 
ment had legislated away practically all hope of our ever getting 
the franchise. They then made a littie war with the native chie^ 
Malaboch, and wretched tribes like that, and they claimed the 
right to commandeer British subjects to go and wage these wars; 
they were littie squabbles which the English section I do not believe 
would ever have brought about ; speaking here deliberately, I say 
I think they were brought about by the oppression of the natives. 

7898. You were not in Johannesburg, you say, at the timef 
— No, but I know the history of it very well. 
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7899. — ^You cannot speak from personal knowledge P — ^No, but 
I know there was a great deal of dissatisfaction. I wish to state 
this, the Uitlanders had no objection to fighting. The Boers 
often tried to make out that we refused to fight, and yet wanted 
the franchise. My statement of the case is, that* we said we 
objected to be driyen to fight in a war that we had no voice in the 
making of. We said give ns the franchise, and giye ns equality 
of rights, and we will take equality of obligation. 

7900. We have had some figures with regard to the popida- 
tion of the Uitlanders and the burgher population ; perhaps if you 
have seen these figures, you will be able to confirm them as being 
pretty accurate P — I do not recall the figures quite, but perhaps I 
might be allowed to state my own figures in the absence of 
absolutely accurate statistics. 

7901. Will you do so P— The official Hand Book of the 
Transvaal (I am dealing with males only, it is the only way I 
can get at it) gives the number of the men, the men liable to 
military service, as 25,000. 

Mr. John Ellis. 

7902. What date is thatP — 1895. I have not seen the 
Hand Book since that. That is the number which is taken from 
the field-comet's list. The field-comet is the ward officer, whose 
duty it is to keep a list of all men liable to service, really all the 
men in his district. These lists include a very large number of 
Uitlanders ; my own name, for instance, is on one of those lists, and 
I am satisfied that the male Boer population, the burgher popu- 
lation, at the outside, does not exceed 20,000 men. I believe the 
XJitlander male population is at least 50,000 men, but of course 
not all in Johannesburg. 

Chairman. 

7903. Could you make any estimate of the ages of the men 
respectively in those two classes P — The Johannesburg men are, as 
a rule, men in the prime of life. 

7904. When you say the Johannesburg men, you are speaking 
of the Uitlanders P — ^Yes, the Uitlanders as they obJI them. There 
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are very few old men amongst them; I would say ihej an men 
ranging from twenty to fifty. There is a yery large amount of 
family life in Johaimesburg, but the ohildren are mostly young 
still ; I am speaking of men that are about in business^ and that 
sort of thing. 

7905. In giving the figure 50,000, you refer to the meii, 
roughly, say, between twenty and fifty years of age P — ^Yes ; not 
all congregated in Johannesburg, but in the different gold oentvas 
and towns in the Transvaal 

7906. Would the 25,000 burghers you spoke of range betweeo 
the same ages? — ^The field-comets' lists include everybody from 
the age of sixteen upwards. When a Transvaal burgher's son 
becomes of the age of sixteen, he is liable to military service, and 
his name is enrolled on the list 

Mr. Bioham. 

7907. And he gets a voteP — ^He gets a vote. 

Ghairman. 

7908. Have you anything to say upon the proportionate 
holdings of property between the two classes you refer to P — ^Yes; 
I should like to say something upon that, because it is an element 
that enters into the equity of our Case very largely. I thing I 
can state with every confidence that I am approximately aoourato 
in saying that the Uitlander holds one-half of the r^^istered land 
in the country. The coxmtry consists of property which is held 
under grant from the Gh>vemment, and what would be Jknown as 
Grown lands, State lands, land which has never become the subject 
of title ; excluding that which we say the Oovemment holds in 
trust for the general body of the people, the Uitlander holds at 
least one-half of the land which has been the subject of grant. I 
know that the Government have issued oflBicial lists which would 
show the contrary, but I believe I am absolutely justified in 
making the statement I do from my own knowledge. Before 
passing from that point I wish to add also that we own the whole 
of the mining property. All the industry and all the oommerce of 
the country is carried on by the Uitlanders. So that, broadly, I 
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would say the Uitlaiiders hold at least nine-tenthB of the total 
aggregate property m the country. 

7909. We haye heard something about the reyenue and ex- 
penditure in the TransyaaL I dare say you haye seen the figures 
which haye been put forward, comparing the reyenue at one 
period with the reyenue at a more recent period ; and the same 
with the expenditure P — ^Yes. 

791a Haye you anything you wish to add on that subject P 
— ^I cannot say I am quite seized with a knowledge of the figures 
which haye been giyen. I could giye figures. 

791 1. I dare say you haye them in your mind quite clearly 
enough P — ^The reyenue before the gold disooyery or deyelopment, 
I think, may be fairly stated as not more than £150,000. 

Mb. Stdnkt Buxton. 

7912. Haye we not got all this in the eyidence P — ^I will be 
yery brief about it if you will aUow me to giye the figures. 

Ohaibmak. 

7913. Tou say the reyenue before the gold diBcoyeries was 
about £150,000 a yearP — ^Yes, and the reyenue last year was 
between £4,000,000 and £5,000,000. The expenditure has gone 
op by leaps and bounds, as you see by reference to their own 
statements. I do not know whether the Committee haye got those 
statements. 

7914. Yes, we haye got the last one P — ^For 1896 P 

7915. Yes. — I haye a comparatiye statement for 1894-99, 
too. Our case is this, that the country could be goyemed better 
than it is goyemed now for a million and a half a year ; that un* 
necessary taxation is exacted from us ; that we bear almost the 
whole burden of taxation, and that money is spent in objects 
which are wholly unnecessary, and wastefully. 

7916. Is there any truth in the suggestion that the Legis- 
lature has interfered with priyate rights : I mean especially in 
eases subjudiee f — ^That has has been one of the grayest grieyances 
that the XTitlander has felt, because he had absolutely no guardian 
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for his rights but the High Court ; and the Legislature interfered 
on several occasions ; I will mention cases. In the case of Doms, 
after summons was issued claiming a declaration that Doms was 
entitled to twenty-four f arms, the Yolksraad passed a resolution 
declaring that Doms had no right of action (I am giving the sub- 
stance of it), and this resolution was sent to the State Attorney, 
who pleaded it in the court, and the plaintiff was ousted from his 
rights. In the case of MacCorquodale, a similar thing happened ; 
a large amount of land was in question there. In the case of 
Williams v. The Geldenhuis Estate Company, the Yolksraad, 
pendente lite, passed a resolution defining the clause in the Gh>ld 
Law, which was the subject of the action on which the plaintiff's 
case was based. 

Mb. Sydney Buxton. 

7917. What date was that P — ^I will not be absolutely certain, 
but I think it was in 1893. About the same time there was a case 
of a proclamation also by the United Langlaagte Company, which 
the court set aside as an interference with the court's privileges. 
In the cyanide case the mining companies had brought an action 
in which they had spent £30,000 to have certain cyanide patents 
declared invalid. While this action was pending the Yolksraad 
entertained two petitions for an alteration in the patent laws, and 
they were only lost in one case by 12 to 11, I think, and in the 
other case by the casting vote of ^e chairman, and the effect of 
both those petitions would have been to oust the plaintiff in that 
action. Then there is the last case, the Brown case, which arose 
in 1895, referred to in that document which I signed in December 
1895, which is published in Blue Book 7933. The result of these 
proceedings was to create such a profound feeling of insecurity 
that men felt they never knew what was going to happen next 
The court was the sole guardian of their rights, and if the court 
was to be interfered with they felt that there was absolutely no 
security for anything, person or property. Before I pass from 
that court question I would like to add this, because what I feel 
to-day is that I have got to put before the Conmiittee a picture of 
the condition of things that moved men to action in 1805. I do 
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not want to waste any time at all, but I think it is only fair that 
I should be allowed to put that before the Committee. In con- 
nection with this courts question I would like to be allowed to put 
one document in. I will tell you what it is. In 1894, apart from 
these constant interferences, the Goyemment introduced, and the 
Legislature contemplated passing, a law which would have had the 
effect of making the courts subordinate to the Executiye Gbyem- 
ment. By the constitution, as it was, the courts were independent. 
One of the broad effects, or one of the broad statements in these 
proposed changes was that the courts should be free only in the 
act of giying judgment. The Chief Justice of the Transyaal made 
a speech or rather gaye an address, for it was not a speech, at Bus- 
tenburg, which I tiiink it is highly important for this Committee 
to haye before them. I would like to put in an extract from that 
address. {Producing the aatiu.) 

Chairman. 

7918. Can you tell us shortly what it isP — This is a public 
statement made by the Chief Justice of the South African 
Bepublic, which attracted great attention. 

7919. If you will be good enough to put it in, we shall haye 
it before us. (ITie same teas handed in.) Will you say what it is, 
so we may haye it on the Notes P — It is an address by the Chief 
Justice in October 1894 on the proposed alteration of the Consti- 
tution, especially iu relation to the status of the courts. 

7920. Were those alterations carried out P — No ; there was a 
great outcry, and they were not carried out. But it shows the in- 
tention of the Goyemment right through ; that is the point I 
want to make. 

7921. Haye you anything to say with regard to the municipal 
goyemment of Johannesburg P — ^Tes ; the mimicipal goyemment 
was unsatisfactory m many ways. The people's representatiyes 
could not enter upon an expenditure exceeding £150 without the 
consent of the Goyemment; a Goyemment nominee practically 
sat oyer them ; a knowledge of Dutch was necessary (we lost a 
couple of our best members for the town because they could not 
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understand Dutch) ; there was a yery giBat aense of grievanoe^ 
owing to the town not being able to raise an adeqnate loan to 
make streets and yarious mnnicitNil things ; and the pnblio healfli 
suffered very much, owing to the prevalenoe of dust and insanitaiy 
conditions. But the Government was always steadily opposed to 
grant anything like what we know as full municipal powers ; they 
were afraid of creating an imperium m imperio. 

7922. Has the municipal authority of Johannesburg power to 
raise loans independently of the Government P — ^No. 

7923. Is there, as a matter of fact, a municipal debtP— * 
There is a municipal debt ; a quito inconsiderable debt^ I belieTa 

7924. That is raised, I presume, with the sanction of ths 
GoyemmentP — ^With a sanction of the Goyemment and ths 
sanction of the ratepayers* 

7925. But the security, I presume, is the security of His 
municipality P — The security of the town property, of the rate- 
payers. 

7926. That is to say, there is no Goyemment security at the 
back of it P — No, the municipal law has been altered during iStm 
last twelve months, and I think very much for the worse, beoanss 
where, as formerly, whatever the other limitations of the sanitary 
committee were, there was no provision requiring that these men 
should be burghers ; to-day the law requires that there shall net 
be more than twenty -four members of the sanitary committee ci 
the municipality, of whom one-half at least shall be borghert; 
the chairman is appointed by the Government, paid by the 
Government, removable by the Government, and he has a oaetuif 
vote on all matters. Twelve of the members of the sanitary oom- 
mittee therefore have to be burghers. There are no borgheif 
in Johannesburg except a few hundred men living in the outskirts 
of the town, of the very lowest class. They are, in laot^ the 
men that send, and have sent regularly, the one member lor 
Johannesburg to the Yolksraad. Those are the men from wfaftn 
twelve out of the twenty-four members would have to be ckosML 
They have the power to raise loans, but subject to the appfoval el 
the Gh>vemment. 
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7937. Would you tell ub whether the polioe are under the 
municipal authority or under the State? — ^I belieye the mimir 
eipality now has the power to appoint the municipal police, only 
tfiat IB a subordinate section of the police. The graieral poHee 
force is under the Gh>Temment. 

7928. May we take it that that is adequate for the proteoticm 
of the municipality P — There have been the gravest possible com" 
phunts about the police force. Grime has gone imdetected over 
and over again. One regulation was that no man who was not 
a burgher or a naturalised burgher as they call them, was qualified 
for appointment to the f orce, and these Transvaal burghers knew 
tery little about the wilds of Whitechapel or Berlin. We were 
absolutely in the hands of those men. 

7929. Would you say that the police foroe is inadequate in 
number, or inefficient in quality P — It is inadequate in number, I 
think, and also so in quality and efficiency. We have had the 
most glaring murders and other crimes conmiitted there without 
the hope of detection. 

7930. I think you hold the view that a certain amount of 
laxity prevails in the administration of the Oovemment P — ^Tes. 

7931. Have you any facts within your own knowledge re- 
lating to that which you could state to the Committee P — ^Well, 
there is laxity and public immorality, I might call it. I would 
take such cases as are cited in that document of December, 1896, 
niiich angered the public. What could become of the Civil 
Service when such things were allowed as the Smit case or the 
Stiemens caseP Smiths case, shortly, was this. He was the head 
of an important district, the Km^rsdorp mining district He 
dbappeared from his office, and was away three or four months ; 
he had got a week's leave when he left His locum ienens took 
over his official cash, and among the cash was Smit's own cheque 
lor £150. This cheque was dishonoured on being presented to the 
tank. Smit remained away, and after three or four months he 
came back again. He was in the meantime openly charged with 
being a thief in a Dutch newspaper, and in an English weekly 
Bewspaper. He has never dared to bring, or at any rate has not 

»77 



FOUTIOAL SITUATION IN S0T7TH AFBIOA. 

brought, an action to dear himself, and the Gk>yeniment has not 
called upon him to clear himself. He is now in the Government 
aervice as the head of an important district, Elerksdorp ; he is the 
mining commissioner there. Stiemens' case was a case in which 
StiemenSy senior, had applied for a pension that had been refused 
to him. Then he was put up to ask for a grant of some land near 
Johannesburg. 

Mr. Labanchere.] 1 would ask whether all these cases do 
not open a very wide field, not only tor cross-examination, bat 
for rebuttuig evidence. 

Mr. Secretary Chamberlain.'] We have given the fullest 
license to witnesses on the other side, surely this witness may 
be allowed to give his evidence. It does not appear to be 
likely to be long. 

Mr. Labouchere.'] Has the Committee any objection to 
my calling a number of witnesses whom I am prepared to pat 
in to rebut this evidence P I do not want to do so if I can 
avoid it, but this evidence opens a wide field. 

Mr. Secretary Chamberlain.'] The Committee will con- 
sider that when the witnesses are proposed. 

Mr. Ulna.] If this evidence is nearly at an end I will not 
take the objection I was about to taka 

Chairman. 

7932. My question was in order to afford you an opportunity 
to give the cases within your own personal knowledge, and I 
understand the two or three cases you have mentioned illustrate 
what you wish to give as your evidence on this pointP — ^Yee, the 
case I was mentioning was a matter which was before the High 
Court ; it is on public record. 

7933* ^ou have not told us, I tlunk, what passed at the 
interviews with Mr. Bhodes in December, about which I asked 
in a previous question. I dare say it was my fault, but in giving 
us a short history, as you did, of your conversations with Mr. 
Bhodes, I do not think you carried it down to the point I put in 
my question since. I think you went to Cape Town on the 
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26tih December, did you notP — ^Yes, I was sent away on the 
night of the 25th. 

Mb. John Ellis. 

7934. It is in evidence that you got to Cape Town on 
Saturday, the 28th P — ^Yes, I got to Cape Town on Saturday, 
the 2dth, but there is a thousand miles between Johannesburg 
and Cape Town. 

Chairman. 

7935. Could you teU the Committee what took place at that 
interview ; what was the subject of your conversation P — ^I think 
it is necessary to state what the Johannesburg people were going 
in for this revolution for. 

7936. Will you do so P — They wanted reform ; they wanted 
a new constitution. That was the feeling ; it was the feeling that 
it was only right and only possible to do that ; I mean there was 
no desire to hoist the Union Jack, to put it plainly. It was a 
solemn compact with Mr. Bhodes that that was the basis of our 
action ; and on the 25th December, — ^I will tell you exactly what 
happened. Mr. George Farrar came to me at 7 o'clock in the 
morning, and he was very much disturbed. He said to me, ' I 
hear, if Jameson comes in, he is going to hoist the Union Jack.' 
He said, * I have induced every man who has joined me, and who 
is helping me in this business, to go in on the basis that we want 
a reformed republic' I remember his very words were : ' This is 
the Boer country; it would be absolutely morally wrong to do 
anything else, and I will not go a yard further in this business 
unless that basis is maintained.' I had never heard any question 
about a doubt as to the basis before, and I was astonished. I 
asked him where the news came from, but I could not get to learn 
from him where it came from ; it seemed to be in the air some- 
how (I knew later in the day where it came from). I scouted the 
whole thing, and told him not to be distressed, and told him of 
this document which I have put in to-day. I told him of my 
conversation with Mr. Bhodes, and said I did not believe there 
was the slightest reason for his distress. He went away satisfied. 
Later in the day, about half -past eleven, I went to the dub, and 
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there I met an Amerioaiiy Captain Mein, and he started Ae i 
thing. His words were : * If this is a case of England gobbling 
this country up, I am not in it ; otherwise I am up to my neck in 
it.' I tried to soothe him. I could not find out where it came 
from. However, I did not take any further notice of it. I bad 
some friends to lunch, and about a quarter to three, or three 
o'clock, as I was sitting at table, I got a message to oome to a 
meeting. When I went down to this meeting at Colonel Rhodes' 
house I met assembled there practically the whole of the men who 
knew anything about this business at the time. They had unani- 
mously passed a resolution affirming that they would not consent 
to any such action on the part of Jameson if he came in ; Ibat 
they deemed themselves bound to the men who were behind 
them, and who were following them, and that the thing must be 
set straight. They had passed that resolution when I got tiiera 
I only got up and said I could not agree to the alteration of the 
basis, supposing it had been made; that it would be morally 
wrong in trying to steal the Boer ooimtry, and that we were 
morally right in going for reform. I sat down ; and they then 
decided to send me to Cape Town to get this matter cleared up. 
I saw at once what would happen. I saw in the room in a 
minute what was going to happen outside: dissension and disunion 
at the very eve of action. I went to Ci^ Town to get this thing 
authoritatively settled. When I got to Cape Town I told Mr. 
Rhodes what had happened, and he gave me assurances Ukat the 
basis had not been altered. Mr. Hamilton was with me, and a 
telegram was sent from us. That telegram has never been 
published, but there was a telegram ; I have not a copy of it, but 
I know the contents of it generally. It was sent from us to 
Johannesburg, saying that Mr. Rhodes had given us satisfactoiy 
assurances, but that a new departure absolutely was necessary ; 
that they were to continue their preparations quietly and without 
any sort of hurry (by which we meant that the arms which were 
then dribbling into Johannesburg should be put in central plaoes 
and be ready for use in case we should want them), and that 
Dr. Jameson had been advised accordingly. On the evening of 
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the fiftturdayy by arrangement^ we met Mr. Rhodes again at his 
heuae, and there, I belieye, ahnost at the instance of Mr. Rhodes, 
it was finally agreed that there was to be no overt action then. I 
had pointed oat to Mr. Rhodes the absolute absurdity of Johannes- 
burg going into an armed revolution at a time when they had not 
got a thousand rifles in the place. One of the bases of our action 
was that we should rush Pretoria Arsenal, take the Boer artillery 
away from them, and arm ourselves from their arsenal; we 
expected to get eight or ten thousand rifles from there, and we 
were to get 4600 rifles from Cape Town and a million rounds of 
ammunition and three Maxims. At the time I left Johannesburg 
we were absolutely imprepared for a revolution. It was not our 
fault that the arms had not reached us. I pointed out to Mr. 
IMimlfl* that everything was misfitting. Success could only come 
if everything dovetailed. We had to strike in Johannesburg 
and to strike in Pretoria on the same night, and Jameson was 
to come in from the west. There was disunion in the town itself ; 
we oould not organize the men in the town. But the question of 
the arms was the main thing ; we had not got the arms that had 
been promised ; as a matter oi fact, I believe out of the 2500 rifles 
eventually 1600 reached Johannesburg on the Tuesday after 
Jameson had crossed the border. The final arrangement with 
Mr. Rhodes was this. He said : * I will keep Jameson six months 
or nine months, or longer, on the border as a moral support to 
you. We will get these arms in to put you on a more level basis 
with the Boers. Go on with your meeting on the 6th January, 
and await the development of events.' That having been so, all 
that was required of me was to be back in Johannesburg in time 
for the 6th of January. On Monday afternoon, about midday, I 
got a message from Mr. Rhodes saying he wanted to see me; 
Mr. Hamilton and I were there : we were going to Johannesburg 
that night 

7937. This was on the Monday ? — Yes, on the Monday was 
the first we heard of Jameson having crossed the border. 

7938. That was the first you knew of it P — ^Yes, that was the 
first we knew of it. 
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7939. It had been arranged, or rather you understood from 
Mr. Rhodes that it was his intention to keep Dr. Jameson on the 
border six or nine months, if necessary P — ^Yes, that was the final 
agreement on the night of Saturday, the 28th of December. 
Johannesburg was utterly unprepared to go on; the Boers had 
got on guard, and it would have been very, very risky, if not 
impossible, to carry out our plain to seize the arsenal and arm 
ourselyes ; and, as I say, we had not got the arms that had been 
promised us. 

794a Did you return to Johannesburg P — On the Monday I 
said I was going off there that same night at once ; I had got my 
railway ticket in my pocket, and Mr. Rhodes implored me to stay 
and help him. Mr. Hamilton and I considered after we had 
heard what he said that he was right. He pointed out fliat we 
could not possibly reach Johannesburg until Thursday morning ; 
that we would be of the greatest possible assistance at Gape Town 
at that stage ; and he implored us, aknost on his bended knees, to 
stop there and help him ; and I deemed it my duty to stay there, 
and did stay there, until the Friday evening. On the Friday I 
started to get back to Johannesburg. On the way I got a 
telegram from a Mr. Stewart, the editor of a newspaper, saying 
that things were very critical, and that the Boers were in posses- 
sion of the bridge. 

7941. Was that a telegram from Johannesburg P — ^No, from 
Cape Town, saying that the position of things was very critical, 
and was becoming more critical every minute ; that the Boers had 
taken possession of the bridge on the railway at Yereeniging, and 
were examining every passenger, and had made five arrests 
already. I went on to Victoria West, which is a couple of 
hundred miles further. At Victoria West I got a telegram from 
a friend of mine who had begged me to be guided by him on my 
northward joiumey, and had given me his solemn word that he 
would not interfere with me imless it was hopeless for me to get 
through the Boer lines. I got a telegram from him telling me to 
stop. I hesitated as to what I should do, but I thought to myself 
it is only a matter of the next train, he will telegraph to the 
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station ; he has given me his solemn pledge not to interfere 
unless it is hopeless for me to get through : I had better stay. 
The next news I got was a telegram from the same man to this 
effect: 'Come back; passports have been established in Free 
State ; Boers are on the line and are looking out for you, and yon 
will never get there.' At the station the news that reached me 
was that Sir Hercules Robinson had been grossly insulted by the 
Boers on his arrival at Pretoria ; that he had broken off diplo- 
matic relations, that he was on the way down, and the Black 
Watch was on the way up. And further that a letter had been 
foimd on the battlefield signed by so-and-so, and the contents 
would be given. Under those circumstances I returned to Cape 
Town, as I deemed it hopeless to get through the lines ; and I am 
satisfied, from information now, that I would never have got 
through. I had no passport, among other things, and could not 
get through the Free State ; the Free State was in arms in aid of 
the Transvaal I had therefore got to travel through a hostile 
territory for 300 miles, and then run into the net at this 
railway bridge, which was in the hands of these infuriated 
people. 

7942. Then you returned to Cape TownP — I returned to 
Cape Town. 

7943. Have you anything further you wish to addP — I do 
not know if the Committee is satisfied, or whether the evidence 
before them is sufficient as to the general condition of things in 
Johannesburg, the sense of indignity under which Englishmen 
were labouring there, and the danger to their material interests. 
This was not a capitalist business ; I would not have touched the 
thing for a capitalist. I had no dislike for the Boers; I am 
South African bom, and I had lived amongst them all my life ; 
and had more than a friendly feeling towards them. I say that I 
and other men like me were driven into revolt by the deliberate 
destruction of our rights by the maladministration, by the general 
sense of hostility, and the conferring upon Continental people 
concessions and powers which gave them almost complete control 
of our destinies. 
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Sir HxMRT CAHPBXLL-BANNBRMAir. 

7944. By Oontmental people you mean EnropeanB ? — Gemums 
and Hollanders. Those people were egging on the Been to 
methods of legislation absolutely unknown to our people. Hie 
Boer idea of goyemment was fair enough ; it was perfectly libenl 
until after we got in, and then they altered it. Take tibe Press 
Law, the Alien Expulsion Law, and the Alien Immigratioii Law. 
These laws are said to be the outcome of the Jameson raid, but it 
is not so. The press has been threatened since 1893. They 
passed an Act in 1893 which virtually tried to destroy the plea of 
justification^ and that intention was only upset by the bad draft- 
manship of the clause in 1894; the Hollander newspaper, the 
Volksaiem, actually pubUshed a draft law for the ezpulBum of 
aliens without trial almost in the same terms as that on the 
statute-book in 1896. That law was approved in principle in 
1896, long before the Jameson raid, and is mentioned in the 
manifesto of 1896. We felt there was no security for liberty at 
all ; we had no jury trial amongst ourselves ; we had no rqpve- 
sentation and no protection of our interests ; and even the courts, 
the sole bulwark of our liberties, were being threatened at evcfy 
turn ; and it was regarded as a disgrace to be an 'Rnglialiinii 

Chairman. 

794$. Just let me try to get this clear, as I am not quite sure 
that we have got it clearly upon the Notes. With r^[ard to 
Dr. Jameson crossing the border, I gather from you that you 
emphatioaUy stated that your opinion of the letter given by your 
Union, and by those who signed the letter to Dr. Jameson, was 
that he was not to act upon it without further communication 
with you P — Certainly. The letter was given to him, as I found 
out afterwards, at his request. He came to Johannesburg, and 
got the letter from our hands in November, 1896. The origin of 
the letter is this, so far as I was concerned. On my return from 
Cape Town in October, 1896, with Mr. Phillips, he said to me, 
' You know, I think we will have to give Jameson a letter ' 
(evidently it had been talked about between him and somebody 
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ebe), ' and I think jou shoald aign ike letter as chairman of the 
National Union/ I objected most sta^ennooaly. I said I could 
not see the necessity for giving Dr. Jameson a letter at all ; we 
were oo-conspirators, if he liked to call it so, but I did not see 
why Jameson should have a letter. I said that I certainly could 
not give him a letter signed by me as chairman of the National 
Union, because I had no mandate from the National Union for 
anch action. I dismissed the thing, and refused absolutely to 
sign. However, he returned to the charge in private conversation 
tepeatedly, and eventually I gave way» and said, 'If you men 
will sign the letter, I will sign it as an individual with you.' 
Jameson came up in November, 1895, and that letter was given to 
him for the simple alleged reason that it would be required to 
justify him with the Chartered Company's directors afterwards, 
and under solemn pledge that it was not to be used for any other 
porpoee. The letter had really nothing to do with his coming in ; 
it was an anticipatory thing given at his request to be a justifica^ 
tion afterwards ; but the arrangements for his coming were sub- 
ordinate altogether, and entirely distinct. 

7946. You say ikej were subordinate? — ^I mean the letter 
had absolutely nothing to do really with the arrangements for his 
coming in. 

7947* Then the news you received on the Monday that he 
had gone in was to you a great surprise P — ^It staggered me, of 
course. I knew he had wrecked everything at once. 

Sir Henry Campbrll-Bannerman. 

7948. Had you anything to do with the military preparations, 
if I may call them so, in Johannesburg? — ^No. You mean as 
regards the military control of the proposed revolution P 

7949. Yes. — They were vested in Colonel Rhodes and a 
Hiilitary committee. I had nothing to do with them except tiiat 
I was advised, of course, from time to time, as to how things 
were proceeding. There was not very much to be done at that 
time. 

7950. You have made a very natural conmient upon the idea 
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that seemed to be entertained of haying a full-blown revolution 
with only 1000 rifles P — ^We never dreamt of it; we were not 
madmen. 

7951. Tou have no idea how it came to be the case that there 
were so few arms in Johannesburg P — ^No, to this day I do not 
know how it was that the arms promised did not reach us. 

7952. You know that a very large amount of money was 
spent P — Yes ; the details I do not know. I had nothing to do 
with the money. But I do know that, on my insistence, the town 
of Johannesburg was provisioned for six weeks ; that we beUeved 
that there was a fortnight's provisions in the town, and we calcu- 
lated we had got the town supplied for two months. That cost a 
great deal of money. 

7953. Because you had to support the whole population P — 
We had the whole population to feed. 

7954. What was your conception of the functions that Dr. 
Jameson would play; you were aware that he was to remain where he 
was, according to Mr. Rhodes, even for months, to support you; how 
was he to support youP — * Moral support * were the words used by 
Mr. Rhodes. I do not wish to convey a wrong impression. In 
December we contemplated being in possession of these arms and 
amnmnition from the south, and it was contemplated that some- 
where towards the end of December, or the beginning of January, 
we would be able to strike our blow. That whole arrangement 
was dislocated first by the non-arrival of these arms, and the 
Boers getting on guard, Kruger made his tortoise-head speech, 
and all that sort of thing. There was disunion ; the Germans in 
the town were kicking up a row, and we had not got these arms. 
On the 19th December, I may add, if it is necessary still further 
to negative the suggestion that Dr. Jameson had a right to come 
over the border, as he says he had, we sent a message to him, not 
from Johannesburg direct, but by Cape Town, with a message to 
be conveyed to him stating in the emphatic terms (we heard he 
was getting impatient) that he was not to forget he was auxiliary 
to us; that we were in the major position; and that imder no 
circumstances was he to move imtil we had notified we were 
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ready; that our arms were not reaching us; that we were not 
ready, and that we were the only judges of the time to strike. 
That was on the 19th December. 

795$. Tou have stated what we were told before as to the 
letter that was given to Dr. Jameson, that it was rather intended 
for use in justification afterwards P — ^Tes. As there has been 
a great deal talked about the letter, I may say I wrote the letter 
myself ; it was written with the running pen, and it was meant to 
be a picture of the condition of things which would arise if we 
struck the blow. It was never intended to mislftad anybody, 
because the intention was that Dr. Jameson should not use the 
letter until the thing was over. 

7956. Then the words as to the women and children being in 
danger, and so forth, was a picture of what would have happened P 
— Yes, absolutely. I had no idea of misleading anybody by 
writing that letter in that form. Of course it was very stupid to 
give the letter at all, as one sees now, but I want to state now em- 
phatically, that there was not the slightest intention of putting 
a false thing forward or misleading anybody. The letter has 
been used subsequently to our discredit, making out that Jameson 
was to come over the border, at our urgent request, to help the 
women and children ; that impression has gone through England 
to our detriment. 

Mr. John Ellis. 

7957. Did I understand you to say, in answer to the Chairman, 
that when you heard Jameson had gone in, you * knew he had 
wrecked everything at once.' Was that what you said P — ^Yea 

7958. Did you find out at all, at Johannesburg, where the 
pressure in favour of the British flag came P — ^No ; it appears to 
have arisen from a misconception ; it seems to have been one of the 
things that started and grew and grew. I believe it originated in 
some loose remark of Dr. Harris. 

7959. You did not attempt to take any steps to get to the root 
of it in Johannesburg P — We tried to ; it was reported to us that it 
had been stated by Dr. Harris(and of course Dr. Harris was looked 
on as the atter ego of Mr. Bhodes at that time, as he was his private 
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aeoretarj , and all that sort of thing) that the Union Jaok woidd be 
hoisted, and we felt we would put ounelTeB not only politieallf 
out of sympathy, but morally wrong, with tiie rest of South Africa 
if we did such a thing. It was not that we objected to the 
Knglish flag. I am English, and I would rather have the Knglish 
flag than any other in tiie world ; but I haye no right to pot the 
I<^gli*>^ flag there because I like it. 

7960. There was, I siqppose, great division of <^Mnioii, and 
some people took one side and some another P — ^The Committee 
that resolved to send me to Cape Town was absolutely unanimous; 
they were against it, and rightly so. It was not the basis upoA 
which they had gone in ; it would put them morally wrong. We 
felt that sujqposing after a revolution a new constitution oame to 
be framed, and the majority of the people, including the moderate 
Boers, were willing to have the British flag^ we would be only too 
happy, but tiiat we had no right to force the flag upon tiiem. 
England had given the countiy its own flag, and we had no right 
to pull it down. 

7961. I appreciate your position. I want to know if yon got 
at the bottom of the matter as to where the idea came fromP 
— ^The idea had come up from Cape Town, conveyed by a gentle- 
man whom I do not think I should name, and we traced it in the 
telegram sent by us from Cape Town on the Saturday ; I think 
the misapprehension arose through Dr. Harris. 

7962. It was necessary, at all events, to send two gentlemen 
down to Cape Town to clear the matter up^ of whom you were 
one P — ^I was one. 

7963. Can you give us tiie precise terms of that telegram 
which you sent which did dear it up or attempt to clear it up; 
can you repeat us the wordsP — ^I will give them as near as I can 
from memory only. 

7964. Of course you can only speak from memoxy P — ^I think 
it commenced : * Satisfactory assurances given by Rhodes. New 
departure, however, is necessary. Misunderstanding originated 
with Harris,' or rather, I think» that came before the former 
sentence, ' New departure is necessary,' * continue your prepara- 
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tioiiBy but quietly and without any sort of hurry; Jameson advised 
aeooidingly/ 

7965. I gather that Mr. Rhodes sent for you on Monday, liie 
30th, and suggested that you could be of great help to him ; 
in what sense could you help Mr. Rhodes, the Prime Minister of 
Cape Colony then, on the Monday? — I had a number of friends 
at Cape Town, very influential friends, amongst the leaders of 
the Dutch party. The Dutch newspapers and the other news- 
papers had to be influenced. I also had interviews with Sir 
Hercules Robinson on the subject. I eventually tried to get 
Mr. Hofmeyr to go to Johannesburg, and he promised me 
virtually to do so, and then withdrew from that promise. I con- 
sidered tiiat if the forward Dutch party in Cape Colony would 
bring their pressure to bear upon Kruger's Government we could 
get a broad setdement of the grievance, and settle the thing at 
once, so that we could settle down hereafter as members of the 
group of the South African fSeunily. I thought that was neces- 
sary at that time ; at all events, that is the way I endeavoured to 
bdp Mr. Rhodea 

7966. With regard to that, do you assent to the words Mr. 
ndllips used when he said they assured the Boer representatives 
that 'Jameson was one with us ; ' do you assent to those woids 
'one with usP' — ^I was not there when tiiat happened, but I can 
understand what Mr. Phillips had in his mind ; it was a generous 
impulse. He did not know what the circumstances were which led 
Dr. Jameson to cross the border. I gathered from his evidence 
that he thought Dr. Jameson might have got &lse inf ormaticm, and 
it was a generous impulse on his part to stand by a man with 
whom we had been in negotiation. 

7967. When you were in Cape Town seeing Mr. Hofmeyr, 
and others, did yoa represent that Dr. Jameson was * one with us? ' 
— Na 

7968. Did you repudiate Jameson P — ^No^ I did not repudiate 
him ; I did not feel free to say anything about Dr. Jameson at 
Ihat stage. I gave them the aiMurance that we never had any 
design on the ixKlependence of the Transvaal. 
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7969. Am I to take it that Mr. Rhodes' idea that you oould 
help him on the Monday was based rather upon your supposed 
influence with the Boers or the Dutch element at Cape Town P — 
Very largely. 

7970. As a kind of go-between P — ^I was trusted by a lot of 
the Dutch, and had many friends among the Dutch people. 

7971. You haye neyer since returned to Johannesburg? — 
No. 

7972. Tou have given us the reason. Have you property 
still at Johannesburg P — Yes, I haye property under attachment 
there to-day. 

7973. What does that mean P — It is interdicted. An injunc- 
tion has been granted by the court restraining me from using or 
parting with that property ; it is tied up so far as I am concerned* 

7974. Why is that P — On the ground that I am charged with 
high treason. 

7975. You have not been tried as the others were P — ^I have 
not been tried. I would like to explain what happened. When I 
got back to Cape Town I was broken down. I could see the 
wreck of everything, and for many days I was very ill ; in fact, I 
was kept quiet by constant administration of morphia. I intended 
to go back to the Transvaal the moment I should be fit to traveL 
I never dreamt of coming to England at that time, until after Mr. 
Rhodes left Cape Colony. He came down on the morning of the 
16th from Eimberley, and I had drafted him a letter that morning 
in which I said, ' You have been absent and I have been very iU; 
I am going back to stand my trial with my friends, but I want' 
so-and-so. Before that letter could reach Mr. Rhodes he had 
sailed for £ngland that afternoon. The next day I got a collec- 
tion of the news, and I saw the position taken up by the press, 
and this was the general spirit of it : that the Johannesburg men 
were a lot of cowards, and this was a dirty stock-jobbing trans- 
action ; that the Cape politicians were raging against us, they 
were all crawling on their stomachs to the Boers ; the Governor 
had been bowed out of the country after the redress of grievances 
or the consideration of grievances was practically understood to 
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have been promiaed ; and Jameson was defending himself on that 
letter, and the whole world was against ns. When I saw that 
tiutt was the position of things, I then, for the first time, contem- 
plated coming to England, but not before the 16th or 17th of 
January. I said : * Ghx)d Heavens, I am the only man free who 
knows these facts, and every engine of calumny and misrepre- 
sentation is being used against us ; I am going to England as the 
one solitary man free (I can come back and go to gaol afterwards) 
to tiy to represent my friends' case.' That is what brought me to 
England. 

7976. I put the question because I want to understand your 
position here. Are you contemplating returning to the TransvaalP 
— I do not see why I should go back now. 

7977. Then for you personally, do these economical and 
political grievances exist P — ^To me, individually, to-day, do yoa 
meanP 

7978. Tes. — ^They are not affecting me to-day. 

7979. And if you do not return to the Transvaal they are not 
likely to P — ^They are not likely to ; but they are likely to affect 
the country generally, which is my native country, and which 
I love. 

7980. Then do you come before us in any representetive 
capacity at this moment P — I am in touch with Uie whole of the 
reform leaders who were in gaoL 

7981. Perhaps you do not imderstand my question. Have 
you been selected or appointed in any formal or official manner to 
oome before this Committee P — Oh, no ; but I think it is generally 
expected by the Johannesburg men that I should stete their case 
for them. 

7982. Yes; but you have no representative capacity P — I 
have no power of attorney from them. 

7983. You have no representative character P — ^No. 

Mr. John Ellis,] I do not ask this witness as to poHtical 
or economical grievances, because I do not hold it to be within 
the purview of this Committee ; they are under the agia of 
Her Majesty's Gx)vemment, the Colonial Secretary particu- 
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larly, who, as I nndflrstaiid, is dediBg with Ae mstterwitk 
the Transvaal QoYemmeaL 

Mb. Stdhxt Buxton. 

7984. Bo I rightly undentand yon to say that it iras in 
October, 1895, that you came to the oonohisioii tiliat you woM 
resort to physical force for the redress of tiie grienmoesP — WhsB 
it was finally conduded — ^I mean to say, when I made up my mind 
definitely, amd went into any definite scheme lor the purpose. 

7985. That is what I meanP— I think in August^ 1896,1 had 
seen Mr. Rhodes quite casually in Ofl^ Town, and we had had a 
talk about the general condition of things there, but notibing 
definite had been agreed upon then. In August, 1895, ihe 
Franchise Petition, whidi had been signed by 88,500 men, was 
rejected, and it was only upon the final rejeotioii of that petilaoB 
that I was satisfied that all hope had fled. 

7986. It was substantially in the summer, or early antomn of 
1895, when you came to that condusioiiP — ^Yes ; it is not autumn 
eut there. 

7987. You mentioned the franchise as being a grievanesu 
May I ask if you yourself would be prepared, assuming the 
franchise had been a possibility for yon, to ha^ne rdinqnidLed 
your position as a British citiaen and to become a eitiaen of &a 
Transvaal? — Certainly, if I intended to live in the cou nt ry. I 
may state frankly here, to dear up what has been a flrisconceplion, 
tiiat the National Unioa, the men who signed the petition, 
tendered an oath of all^janoa Su pposing the frandrise had 
been put upon a reasonaUe basis, pat hmek to the condition in 
which it was when we went there, and the men had refused to 
take that oath, they would have had no grievance, they could 
not expect to get the rights of dtiaens unless they took 1i^ 
obligations. We were perfeotiy honest oursdves to the €hyvem- 
ment about that 

7988. They understood, and you understood, that, by accept- 
ing the franchise in the Transvaal, you wmdd lose your pcdtion 
as British dtisens f — ^Yes. 
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Mb. Blakb. 

7989. I skoiild like to sA jon to tell me, as nearly as you 
9 wbat were the statements made by Mr. Rhodes to yon at this 

interview, which made yon say that a new departure would be 
neoesssryf — The statements on that point came more from ns. 
We pointed out to him that the yery first essential of success was 
Ike nueleas of arms and ammunition which had been agreed to be 
supplied to us ; we pointed out to him that we had tilie greatest 
difficulty in organizing things, that there were spies and police 
eiren in our clubs and ererywhere, and that we did not know 
where these arms were; we said that we could not possibly go 
on in this condition, and th^i this arrangement was made. 

7990. Then the statement that a new departure would be 
necessary had regard mAoLj to the arrangements by which the 
munitions of war might be more effectually provided and placed 
mder your control P — Partly that, because it is conveyed in the 
succeeding part, ' Oontinue your preparations/ 

7991. You say now Aat it had regard partiy to that. To 
what else had it regard P — ^I must say frankly, without saying 
tiiat diis was a compact with Mr. Rhodes, that I personally had 
s(t that time come to think, and was satisfied, that we should do 
much better thereafter in getting 20,000 rifles, and doing the 
business ourselves, rather than having anything to do with a 
force coming over the border; that politically it would be an 
absolute mistake, and it has been proved so. I have a strong 
conviction on the point, and I certainly intended, as the thing 
had broken off then so far, for my part to try to obviate Dr^ 
Jameson coming over the border, rather stopping, as Mr. Rhodes 
had put it, at moral support on the border. 

7992. Your plan, then, in your own mind, and what you 
intended to propose to your friends, if you had been fortunate 
enough to return to Johannesburg instead of being obliged to 
remain at Cape Town, was, that you should dispense with any- 
thing more than moral support on the part of Dr. Jameson's 
forces P — ^That was in my own mind, but it was not communicated 
to the Johannesburg peopla 
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7993. Now, an impression had been conveyed to you and 
to jrour friends which necessitated your going down, and yoa 
stated that impression to Mr. Rhodes, no doubt, in order to come 
to an understanding about it P — Clearly. 

7994. The impression I mean as to the British flag f — ^Yes. 

7995. He removed that misconception P — ^Yee. 

7996. I want to know what he said on that subject P — He 
was very short. He said : * I have never changed in the basis of 
the compact I made with you.' I cannot remember the exact 
words, but that is the sense of it, which led to our telegraphing 
that satisfactory assurances had been given* 

7997. You referred to the original basis of the compact as 
being unchanged P — ^Yea 

7998. Can you state what the original basis of the compact 
wasP — ^The basis of the compact was that Mr. Rhodes should 
assist us. Originally I think as many as 1200 men were to be on 
the border. That watered down until finally, just before Dr. 
Jameson came over the border, I think it was 750. We were to 
rise in revolt, seize the Pretoria arsenal and the anmiunition from 
there, retire on Johannesburg and hold the place, and Mr. Rhodes 
told me that the High Commissioner would come up bom Cape 
Town to mediate. 

Mr. Attobnsy-Obnb&al. 

7999. At Pretoria P — Yes, at Pretoria. 

Mr. Blakb. 

8000. With himself P — Yes ; I think he said he would come 
up too. 

8cx)i. That has been given in evidence P — Yes. 

8002. The two would come up to mediate P — ^Yes. 

8003. But that basis leaves imtouched, as the subject of 
explicit statement, what the nature of your revolt was going to 
be; whether the revolt was to be one for annexation, and so 
forth P— No; I thought I had tried to make that dear. The 
document that I have put in speaks about the maintenance of the 
Republic. That document was approved by Mr. Rhodes, and I 
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can speak to his very wordsy in his own library, when he put his 
hands upon the words about free trade he said: 'That is all I want.' 

8004. 80 far as I oould gather from Mr. Rhodes' statement 
of what oocurred on this occasion^ when the misconceptions were 
being removed; you will not take it from me as aocurate; 
perhaps you remember his evidence better than I doP — ^No; I 
have not seen it for some time. 

8005. Neither have I. He stated that there must be a 
plebiacite of the whole population, which, of course, included the 
UiUanders, who were in the majority P — ^Yes. 

8006. And that it would be for that plebiscite to decide what 
form of development should take place, and he suggested two 
political ideas ; one that they might decide to negotiate with the 
other states, political organizations, in South Africa for the 
purpose of a South African incorporation? — ^Yes. 

Mr. Attorney' OeneraL'] A South African Federation. 

Mr. Blake. 

8007. Pardon me ; and the other idea was that they might 
decide for a federation for certain purposes ; for example, customs 
and railways P — ^Yes. 

8008. I think those were the main ingredients, customs and 
railways, in which case the federal entity would be, of course, as 
he put it, under the British flag, while the different states in their 
provincial or other capacity would retain their autonomy P — ^We 
did discuss that. I remember talking with Mr. Rhodes, and it 
was discussed as a possible outcome of things. 

8009. Those were the two main ingredients P — Yes ; but on 
going into the thing, that document contains the statement that 
we wanted free trade between the Colonies and the States of 
South Africa, in all the products thereof, and that was the one 
fundamental thing he wanted, and it is the one fundamental thing 
that was the basis of federation. 

8010. I want to get your recollection of the conversation of 
which we have already had his, and I do not think I have misre- 
presented him in the statement that I have made, that there were 
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two plans that pro jeoted thfimselYeB Wore his mind as the vwaH 
of the plebiBoite ; one inoorporation, and the odier federal vnicm; 
the federal union being for the limited porpoaee that I have 
referred to. I want to know whether that is your reedleolMii ol 
the oonveraation f — ^My reooUection of the matter was that there 
should be a plebiscite first of all, altering Ihe eoastitstioBi 
entirely, and putting it on a broad democratic basis, with Ihe 
hope that the outcome of the thing would be a virtaal federation 
in the sense of the customs union, and railway policy with pooling 
arrangements, and possiUy a common court of appeal, and other 
things. 

8oi I. Then as to the basis of the expression of the popriar 
will that was to decide the destinies of the community, that was 
to be practically a plebiscite of the adult male population t — ^Tesi 

8oi 2. Including the Uitlanders f — ^Yes. 

8013. Which means that the destiny was to be in their hands 
if they chose to stick together f — ^I do not think neoessarily. I 
for one would not have been opposed to the Boer retaining more 
than his just share of the thing. 

8014. I do not say what tiiey would have done ; I meant that 
the power would have been in their hands P — ^Not necessarily 
then; it depends upon how they were going to appoint tlud 
delegates. I take it that the plebiscite were to appoint delegates 
to frame a new constitution. 

8015. But the voting power to nominate delegates to frame 
the new constitution was enormously in the Uitlanders P — ^It was 
two to one in the male population ; but it does not follow that it 
would be two to one in representation. There was nodeaire to treat 
the Boer imfairly in that matter. 

Mr. Labguchskb. 

8016. Tou said that you were down at Gape Town after this 
interview with Mr. Bhodes P — ^Yes. 

8017. And after the raid P — ^Yes. 

8018. A warrant was issued against you, was it notP — ^Not 
that I knew at the time ; subsequently. 
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8019. You knew sobsequeiiilj that a wanrant was inued 
agaiaat jouP — ^Not at the time that I was at Gape Town. 

8oaa A warrant waa iMued againat yoaP — ^No^ I do not 
think 80k 

&>2i. Do joa deny itP — Mj knowledge is deriyed from the 
Oape Blue Book, lly reooUeotion of the thing is that three days 
after I had sailed from Gape Town an applioatkm waa made by 
the State Attorney of the Transraal for a warrant, which, of 
eoaxse, even if I had been there, was a ridiculous thing, because I 
was not liable to arrest in Cape Town. 

8022. Then you deny, so far as your knowledge goes, that a 
warrant was submitted to the State authorities to be used against 
jrou by the Transvaal before you went P — ^Absolutely ; I never 
heaid of it bef ora 

8023. You never heard of it before P — ^No, I never heard of 
any warrant at all being applied for. I heard of an extradition 
bebig applied for, three days after I left Gape Town; that I 
jfpiheied from the Blue Book. 

8024. There were two other gentlemen with you ; what were 
their names, do you remember them P — ^Do you mean Mr. Bettel- 
heim and Mr. Joel P They were not with me ; they had joined 
the Reform party after I had left Johannesburg. I was the 
leader of the Nati<mal Union ; I never was the chairman of the 
Belonn Gommittee, because I was not there. 

8025. They were brought back under arrest P — ^No, they were 
not brooght back imder arrest ; they were arrested, and I believe 
they agreed to go. 

8026. Was there any commimication between you and Mr. 
Esselin on the subject P — ^Yes« 

8027. Would you state the nature of it P Mr. Esselin was, I 
think, ex- Att<Hmey-General of the Transvaal P — ^I have stated that 
up to the 16th or 17th January it was my firm intention to return 
to the Transvaal 

8028. I am asking about Mr. Esselin P — But I wanted to say 
that in absolute sincerity, in pursuance of that intention, I had 
telegraphed. The &ct was, as I have told you, I was lying down 
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ill there and a telegram came to me : ' Where ia Leonard ; wiUhe 
come upP' andy in a fit of pique, I said to my wife, ' Telegraph to 
Mr. Esselin to make it public I am coming up/ and I tel^raphed 
to my own partner in the same sense. That was the only meaning 
of it ; I really wanted more to let my friends know I was coming 
up, and I beUeve I added afterwards, as an afterthought, ' and to 
the authorities of the Republic/ or something of that sort I 
cannot remember the date, but it was long before I made up my 
mind to go. You have eyidently got the telegram with you ; I 
have not 

8029. I have it somewhere here, but there was this telegram f 
—Yes. 

8030. To Mr. Esselin P— Yes. 

8031. From Mrs. Leonard or from you, to say that you were 
coming P — Yes, I adopt the responsibility. 

8032. Subsequently you wrote letters to Mr. Esselin, did you 
not P — I subsequently wrote to him. When this startling combina- 
tion of things made me decide that my duty to my own friends 
was to come to England, I wrote to him and said : * I regret that 
circumstances have changed ' (I have not a copy of the letter), 
* and that I cannot come to the Transvaal at the present moment' 

^33- ^^ ^^ borne in upon you that Mr. Esselin had some- 
what complained of your having compromised him with the 
Government P — ^Yes, afterwards ; it was not present to my mind 
then. Perhaps you will allow me to explain what was in my 
mind. I looked upon myself as an absolutely free agent at the 
Cape. I maintain to-day, sitting here as a lawyer, that I am as free 
in the Cape as I am in England ; that it was a purely voluntary 
act, an act that could not be compelled in any way by the Eruger 
Government, that I should go to the Transvaal ; that I merely 
announced my intention of going back as a voluntary act, and that 
I WBJS perfectly free to alter that intention ; in other words, that 
the Transvaal Government was not prejudiced in any way by it 
That was the aspect in my mind at the time. When I decided to 
come to England that was the impression on my mind. In 
England, in March, shortly after I arrived here, Mr. Hamilton 
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saw me, and he told me that I had prejudiced Mr. Esaelin ; I 
said, ' Well, it ia a mere matter of sentiment.' As a matter of 
fact, I regret very muoh that I should ever have used Mr. Esselin 
as a medium of making a statement voluntarily like this ; and I 
wrote to him accordingly a fresh statement, and asked him to 
make it known. I said : ' You can use my letter as you like.' I 
wanted to clear up the point in my own mind that by communi- 
cating to Mr. Esselin, this was borne in upon me in March, I might 
have suggested some implication with my own affairs in Johannes- 
burg, and that was the reason why I regretted sending him the 
telegram. 

8034. Are you aware, as a matter of &ct, Mr. Esselin did 
communicate witii the Transvaal Oovemment P — ^No. 

8035. You are not aware of that f — ^No. 

8036. You never were aware f — ^No. 

8037. And you never were aware that a warrant was issued 
against you P — ^Against me P 

8038. Yes. — ^There is a warrant issued in the Gfa%ette, and I 
have got a copy of it in my pocket. It is just as weU to put it in, 
Ithink. 

8039. No, no ! — ^Yes, I would like to put it in, if I may ; it 
will show what it was. This was sent to me by one of my friends 
in Johannesburg; it is the State Gazette, Staatscourant, which 
says : ' There is reasonable groimd to believe that Charles Leonard 
has committed the offence of sedition, or high treason ' That is 
their warrant running in their gazette. 

8040. There is this distinction, is there not, between the 
Extradition Treaty between Ghreat Britain and the Continental 
States and the Extradition Treaty between the Cape Colony and 
the Transvaal, that persons guilty of political disturbances may be 
extradited P — No. 

8041. Not P — ^No ; there is no extradition at the Cape Colony 
for a political offence ; absolutely none. That is the whole point 
of the thing. 

8042. Then I understand from you that you have no know- 
ledge that the Cape Government did actually act upon this 
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warrant, and sought to give effect to HP — ^I have this knowledge, 
that the Cape Attomey-Gteneral proetitated his office, and tele- 
graphed to Spain and Portugal, and aaked them to arreat me at 
the instance of a third nation, when the original reqneat to hinn 
was utterly invalid. 

8043. T^^^^ ^<^<» ^^ ^P^ Attomey-Gteneral P — Yea. 

8044. Then I understand that the Cape Attorney-Oeneral and 
you do not entertain quite the same views as to the scope ol the 
Extradition Treaty P — ^I am absolutely convinced in my own mind 
of the real scope of the Extradition Treaty ; it was the one word 
^ violent/ and I had been guilty of no violent action. 

Mr. Sbcbbtart Chambbelain. 

8045. Who was the Cape Attomey-Qeneral to whom you 
refer P — Sir Thomas Upington. 

Mb. Laboxtchbbb. 

8046. You started ircm the Cape with this intention to go 
backP — You mean to go back to Johannesburg P Yes. 

8047. And I think you have already told us that you got out 
at some station P — ^Yes. 

8048. And you somehow came to England P — ^No, I came to 
England by steamship. 

8049. From what port P— -In the Omlph. 

8050. Prom what port P— From Cape Town. 

8051. Then you came to England because you had come to 
the conclusion that it would be more desirable, in the interests of 
the Transvaal, that you should not surrender yoursett to justice P — 
I did not consider the interests of the Transvaal at all ; I oou- 
sidered the interests of my comrades who were in gaoL 

8052. I wiU say, more to the interests of your comrades 
who were in gaol, that you should not join them and be put 
on your trial, but that you should come back to "RT^glMii^ a free 
manP — ^Yes. 

8053. Ii^ order that you might represent their case in 
England P— Yea 
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8054. That I gather P— Yes. 

8055. When you came to England did yon represent their 
caseP — ^Yea 

8056. Where P — Privately and publicly. I wrote an article 
in the New Review in March over my name. I wrote an article in 
an American newspaper, which was very widely commented on, 
and I venture to think had some slight influence in moulding 
public opinion. I, in season and out of season, did this. I may 
add that I got nothing, no communication at all, except letter after 
letter from these men in Johannesburg. ' For goodness' sake stop 
free and help us to fight our case.' I looked upon it as a mandate 
that I was their only representative, and fought for them here. 

8057. ^^^ came here before the mandate was issued P — Yes, 
I came here before the mandate was issued, and they have 
ratified it. 

8058. Do you remember an article in the Cape Times at that 
time P — Yes ; at least when I say ' yes * 

8059. Strongly against you P— -On what P 

8060. On your not going back to Johannesburg P — I have 
suffered a great deal of abuse because I have held my tongue over 
this thing, but the Cape Times absolutely went and published a 
vile slander that I had left Cape Colony in pursuance of a base 
compact with Kruger, that I should come to England and de- 
nounce Rhodes, the benefit of doing so coming to me. A baser lie 
never was published. 

8061. I think you are a solicitor, are you notP — ^Ye& 

8062. I think you state in this document that you have been 
good enough to put in, that you were making £10,000 per annum 
as a solicitor P — ^Yes, approximately that ; sometimes more, some- 
times less. 

8063. No doubt you are a very able, but still you are a 
youngish man P — I am going on to 43. 

8064. How long have you been in business as a solicitor in 
the Transvaal P — I have been in the Transvaal nine years, and was 
practising in the Cape Colony seven or eight years before that. 

8065. But still, I am in the presence of legal gentlemen, 
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8088. Then yon think that all your friends who were fined 
and who did remain there are not men of English sentiment P — 
No ; a great many of them have left, but a great many may be so 
tied by circumstances that they cannot. There are many of 
those men who are absolutely dependent upon their prof essional 
earnings for a living. 

8089. But those who are not absolutely dependent upon their 
professional earnings have not the feeUngs of Englishmen P — 
Oh, no; there is Mr. Bell and Mr. MuUins; it comes to my 
memory that they broke up their business and left the country 
absolutely. 

8090. Some have remained P — Yes ; some have remained. 

8091. And they are the men who, if they have any other 
means, have not the feelings of Englishmen in remaining P — ^I 
will not say that 

8092. Tou have said so P — ^I would not say that ; I said that 
I myself felt that sense of indignity. 

8093. Then who authorises you to represent them here P — ^I 
have never said that anybody authorised me to represent them 
here. I feel that I have a right to state the case, because I was 
concerned in this movement; but as a matter of fact, all my 
old friends who were on the Reform Committee, and who are 
in London now, have been in constant communication with 
me, and I have been told by letter from Johannesburg that 
they look to me to put the case. But I speak apart from any 
mandate. 

8094. Tou put it to the Committee that these gentlemen look 
to you to put the case P — ^Yes. 

8095. ^ think you are an Afrikander P — ^I am. I am the 
second generation of my people bom in South Africa. 

8096. And you would be perfectly prepared to take this oath 
of allegiance P — ^I considered that I had absolutely no right to 
quarrel with the constitution. 

8097. I do not think you had ; but you were perfectly ready 
in order to acquire the Boer nationality to renounce your British 
nationality P — If I had made up my mind to live in the oountry 
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and wanted the rights of a citizen, then I was bound to take the 
obligations. 

8098. I agree with you entirely. Then you consider that no 
man ought to have a Tote who is not prepared to take that oath of 
allegiance f — Certainly. I think the oath is very offensiTe in its 
terms ; but that is not the question. 

8099. Never mind that ; do you put it that the vast majority 
of Uitlanders of English race are prepared to take that oath and 
renoimce their allegiance in order to get the franchise ? — 'So, I 
would not like to make that statement absolutely. I think there 
are a very large number of men who would not, but I think there 
are a very large number of men who would. You see it is simply 
taking an oath to yourselves ; that is what it would be ; the State 
would be constituted mostly of themselves. But in the present 
terms of the oath, with its offensive renimciation of English 
allegiance, I think there would have been a good deal of difficulty 
about it. 

8100. You are aware (whether they renoimce or not), from 
the fact of taking the oath of allegiance to the Transvaal, they do 
renounce P — Clearly. 

8101. This is the oath, is it not : ' I, imtil now 

* (I suppose an Englishman), ' bom , 

desiring to become a burgher of the South African Republic, and 
having complied with all the conditions of the law concerning 
naturalisation, hereby renounce, abjure, and give up all obedience, 
loyalty, and allegiance to all foreign princes, rulers, states, and 
sovereignties; and in particular, the prince, ruler, state, or 
sovereignty of which I have been until now a subject and 
citizen, and swear as subject the oath of loyalty and obedience 
to the Oovemment and its laws, and the people of the South 
African Republic P' — I believe that is the oath ; speaking from 
memory, I should say it is accurata 

8102. I have taken it from the Constitutional Law P — It is a 
translation, but speaking from memory I should say it is accurate. 

8103. You stated a little while ago in your evidence that the 
great mass of Uitlanders were desirous to get the franchise, and 
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that is what influences them P — I can only go hy this : that when 
38,500 men solemnly asked for a thing I take it that tibey want 
it ; but in my own mind I believe it would be found that when 
men oame face to face witib the terms of that oath tibey would have 
jibbed at it, if I may use the phrase. 

8104. When did you say these 30,000 people said that P— In 
1895 the petition was signed. 

8105. That petition was referred to a committee by the 
Yolksraad, was it not P— Yes. 

8106. And they found a great many signatures that were not 
likely to be in the Transraal P — ^That is absolutely a false state- 
ment ; the greatest care was taken* I do not think that it was 
found by the committee ; I do not think the committee found tiiat 
as a fact. I think that was a loose statement made by one of oul* 
enemies in the Volksraad. 

8107. It was stated P — ^Yes, and they went further and said 
there were a lot of f orgerie& 

8108. I think Mr. Gladstone was one name signed to it, 
William Ewart Gladstone P— There is a Mr. Gladstone in South 
Africa. 

8109. William Ewart Gladstone P — ^I think his name is 
William Ewart; I think there is a William Ewart Gladstone. 
But I do not care whether by mischance or anything else a few 
thousand out of the 38,000 had even got on to that petition in 
that way. What we did as the National Union EzeoutiTe was, 
to take the greatest possible care that every night the canvassers 
were called upon to make a declaration as to the genuineness of 
the signatures brought in. 

8 1 10. You sent out canvassers P — Yea 

81 1 1. Where did they go ; to the public-houses P — I ottmot 
teU you exactly ; they visited the population. 

81 12. Were they paid canvassers P— I think the canvlMsers 
received some small remuneration. 

81 13. Were they not paid by the number of names that they 
got P — I do not think so. 

81 14. You are not certain of itP — ^I am not certain. Mr. 
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CSarr, the secretary, had the details of it ; but I can state abso- 
lutely that there was no desire to do anything more than get an 
honest expression of the people's opinion. 

8115. But the mode adopted to get an honest expression of 
the people's opinion was to send out a quantity of canvassers, and 
pay them by the returns P — You do not expect men to run about 
among the population for nothing. 

81 16. There is another thing I am going to put to you, 
because I want to put it in, as a good deal has been said about 
it. You said just now that the Second Yolksraad had no sort 
of power, and was a shamP — ^In all really vital matters of 
government, yes. 

81 17. Then, I will read you this : this is from the ' Law to 
Establish a National Assembly of Two Chambers, 1890.' This 
gives what the Second Yolknraad may do. Article 27. 'The 
Second Yolksraad shall have the power to further regulate tibe 
following subjects if necessary, by way of law or resolution : — (1) 
The Mining Department. (2) The making and maintaining of 
waggon and post roads. (3) The Postal Department. (4) The 
Telegraph and Telephone Department. (6) The protection of 
discoveries (inventions) patterns and trade marks. (6) Protection 
of the rights of authors (copyright). (7) The exploitation and 
oare of forests and saltpana (8) The eradication of infectious and 
contagious diseases. (9) The conditions, rights, and duties of 
companies. (10) Lisolvencies. (11) Civil Procedure. (12) 
Criminal Procedure.' All that is within the functions of the 
Second Yolksraad f — They may discuss it like a debating society, 
yes. The Oxford Debating Society has just as much power. 

8118. That is the law?— No; let me teU you what the effect 
of the law is. None of their deliberations have any force unless 
eonfirmed by the First Yolksraad to begin with ; and the Presi- 
dent may even, by simply hanging up, refuse to promulgate their 
action and nullify the whole thing. 

81 19. Do I gather from you that the Second Chamber has no 
power if its laws have to be confirmed by the First ChamberP — 
Oh, no ; what I wish to say is, that there is no analogy between 
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the Second Chamber in this ooimtry and the Second Chamber 
there. Here you have a House of Lords just as in the Cape 
Colony; there is a Legislatiye Council which passes Acts of 
Parliament by what is called the leaTe of the House ; here the 
House of Commons; there the House of Assembly in Cape 
Colony. 

8120. Then why do you say when they have these powers P — 
But your Second Chamber here, or what they call in the Transvaal 
a Second Chamber, deals with everything, including taxation and 
every vital function of government. That Second Chamber, the 
Second Yolksraad, can never touch the acts of the First Chamber, 
the First Yolksraad, in which the true power resides. 

8121. But I am putting to you these specific powers I have 
given youP — ^Those specific things they have cognisance of, but 
we say they do not touch the power of taxation and they do not 
touch many of the big questions and most vital questions of 
government. 

8122. But they have cognisance of these matters P — ^Yes, but 
even with that they can be nullified by the First Yolksraad, 
whereas they have no corresponding cognisance of what the First 
Yolksraad does. 

8123. It is precisely the same as in certain other ooimtries 
where there are two chambers P — Certainly not in second chambers 
as I know them. 

8124. This is an elected Second Chamber, is it notP — Yes, a 
chamber elected by the same electorate as elects the First 
Chamber. 

8125. Then, so far as I gather your views, it is better than 
a chamber that is not elected P — ^My grief is that the elective 
principle is not carried out in the coimtry. 

8126. I agree with you entirely P 

Mr. George Wyndham. 

8127. In connection with two matters that have just been 
raised, when was the Second Yolksraad constituted with its 
present powers P — In 1890. 
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8128. Therefore, it had been in existence four years in 
October, 1894 P— Yes. 

8129. Mr. Labouchere has put to you the law of the South 
African Bepublic. I should like to put to you a dispatch of the 
Marquess of Ripon, with which you are doubtless familiar. It ia 
printed in the Blue Book P — ^I think I have seen it, in which he 
speaks of the five years franchise. 

8130. That is the very point. I will read you the passage : 
' The period of residence, which constitutes the most important 
condition of naturalisation, differs in different countries, but there 
is a yery general consensus of opinion among civiUsed states that 
five years is a sufficiently long period of probation, and Her 
Majesty's Government would wish you to press on the Govern- 
ment of the Republic the view that the period in this case should 
not exceed that limit as regards the right to vote in the First 
Yolksraad, which is the dominant body, and in Presidential 
elections.' 

8131. Do you agree that the First Yolksraad is the dominant 
body P— Absolutely. 

8132. And this dispatch was written four years after the 
Second Yolksraad was constituted P — ^Yee. 

8133. And then as to the oath of allegiance, do you agree 
with this view which was put forward by Lord Ripon: 'As 
regards the form of the oath of allegiance, which appears to be 
founded on that in force in the United States of America, I 
would observe that whilst Her Majesty's GK>vemment consider 
that on grounds of comity and good neighbourhood, they may 
invite the Republic to reconsider its terms, they are not 
influenced, as some British subjects on the spot have apparently 
been influenced, by any supposition that a modification of its 
terms would avert the consequences of expatriation which dearly 
follow from taking it.' Do you hold that on grounds of comity 
and good neighbourhood it would be a good thing to modify the 
terms of the oath of allegiance P — ^I think the oath of allegiance 
is the same whatever its terms, but I think those terms are so 
needlessly offensive as to frighten or tend to frighten men away. 
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8134. Is it the case, as Lord Bipon writes, that 'the fami of 
oath which is desired by the British subjects is usually spoken of 
as that in force in the Orange Free State ;' is it the ease that the 
form of the oath of allegiance of the Orange Free State would be 
preferred P— Yes, and I think the form of the oath in the Trana- 
vaal, up to 1882 at all events, or 1885, was not half as offensiTe; 
it was simply a statement that you swore allegiance to the peotAe 
and the independence of the State. They deliberately allowed 
the terms of the oath to impart to it that oflensiTe language. 

8135. Now, you have given us an account of various inter- 
views between yourself and Mr. Rhodes ; do you happen to have 
any written documents from Mr. Rhodes, or any letter from him, 
touching upon any of these points P — ^No public communicationL 

8136. I do not wish you to go into any private letterP — Hie 
only letter that I have from Mr. Rhodes is a private letter. 

8137. Would you rather not state what it is P — ^It is simpfy a 
letter in which he says : ' I asked you with Hamilton to stay anA 
help me. You could do no good in a train ; you oould do great 
good hera I know you fought for going, but it was nonsense, 
and too late. Afterwards blame me, but I was thoroughly right' 
That is the only letter I have from him. 

8138. That letter, I take it, was written after the Monday P— 
Tes, this letter, I think, was written on the Wednesday night 
when I was rather bitter about it, everything having gone wrong, 
and I wished to goodness I was in Johannesburg. 

8139. ^ ^^^ ^ addition to verbal requests, you had written 
requests from Mr. Rhodes that you would not return to Johannes^ 
burg P— Yes. 

Mr. Blakb. 

8140. I understand that the letter was after the eventP^->*> 
Yes, it was after the event It is merely evidence of what had 
passed between us. 

Mr. Osorob Wtndham. 

8 141. Quite so, I take it it is corroborative evidence. Now 
you said that at this last interview, I mean the one at which the 
plans were discussed, that is Saturday, the 28th, Mr. Bhodea SMcl 
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Hhs^t Dr. Jameson oould remain upon the border for six numtluii 
eight months, or nine months f — ^Yes, or longer. 

8142. Did he ever make any similar statement any earlier to 
you P — Dr. Jameson, in the first instance, was to be put on the 
border, and we were to be armed from the south and mature oujr 
plans, and then by consent when We were ready we were to notify 
it to Dr. Jameson and strike a blow simultaneously. That, as 
frankly as I can put it, was the arrangement. 

8143. I should like rather to know how many of these 
interviews there were; I do not mean the exact number, but 
you have told us of one in October, 1896 P — ^Tes. 

8144. At which I think you said Mr. Lionel Phillips and 
Mr. Hammond were present P — ^Yes. 

8145. And Colonel Rhodes P— Yes. 

8146. Why was Mr. Hammond there P — Mr. Hammond had 
apparently been taken into confidence. Mr. Hammond was con^ 
neoted with Oolonel Rhodes' Gbldfields Office in Johannesburg, 
and Mr. Hammond had apparently discussed the position with 
him. I do not know how he came there; I only know I met 
him there. 

8147. Mr. Hammond is not an English subject^ is heP — ^No, 
he is an American. 

8148. Therefore do you think that he represented the 
inhabitants of Johannesburg who were not English subjects P — 
Absolutely; we were all at one on that point. Mr. Hammond 
only wanted fair play and &ir government. He represented the 
sentiments of men that only wanted fair play and hir 
government. 

8149. You have given us an account of a veiy important 
transaction; that Mr. Rhodes, I think you said, putting his 
finger upon the manifesto, and, I think you said, on the passage 
in the manifesto dealing with the customs and free trade, said t 
'That is all I want'P— Yes. 

8150. Did he do that before these four gentlemen, or was it 
at another interview P — That took place in his library at Qroota 
Sohurr. He was standing with his back to the library in ibm 
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presence of Mr. Phillips, Colonel Ehodes, Mr. Hammond, and 
myself. This document was discussed there, and Mr. Ehodea 
stood up and put his finger on that passage and said : ' That is 
all I want, free trade.' Remember the Transvaal was taxing the 
whole of the producta 

8151. Mr. Hammond was thereP — ^Mr. Hammond was there. 

8152. There was one interview then in October. I under- 
stood you to say that you were asked to prepare this manifesto, 
and I imagine you submitted it later P — ^It was in the morning of 
the day in October (the date I cannot recollect) that we had the 
interview ; we were to have another interview in the evening, and 
in the interim I was to prepare the document. I did prepare the 
document in the day during the interim, and we met in the 
evening and the discussion took placa 

8153. And that was the stipulation made by Mr. Rhodes P — 
Yes. As I have said, we did discuss also the possibility of the 
outcome of the revolution being a settlement of questions like the 
customs tarifEs, the customs union, the railway grievance, and so 
on, and a common court of appeaL 

8154. And the flag was discussed at that interview alsoP — 
Oh, the flag ; the document itself speaks of the maintenance of 
the Republic; it is self-contained. 

8155. But it was present to your mind that the plebisoite 
would be all-powerful P — ^It was present to my mind. I said, I 
cannot take it any further than that, whatever the outcome. 
Supposing the Boers had turned out to be the majority, many of 
them had said to me, 'We would be glad to have the British 
flag,' I would be only too happy to have the British flag. All I 
felt was that I had no moral right to raise the British flag.' 

8156. You used these words: 'I said I could carry it no 
further ' ; therefore the subject was discussed P — ^Yes, we discussed 
as to what the future might bring forward. I remember perfectly 
well the broad discussion about the whole thing, about the rela- 
tion to the neighbouring states of South Africa, and, broadly, we 
discussed what Mr. Blake has put to me, that the outcome of it 
might be a form of federation. I was not very much concerned 
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about the flag in this sense, because I did not want to raise a 
great dispute about it; I knew it would touch a lot of people, 
you know, and as long as we got Anglo-Saxon civilisation and 
the country satisfied, we knew that federation would follow later 
on, and that if ever it did take place there could be only one flag 
for it. 

8157. There could be only one flagp — ^Tes, The trouble in 
South Africa to-day is that the Boer looks for a united South 
Africa under the Dutch flag and the Dutch Republic, and the 
Englishman looks for a united South Africa and a Federated 
Republic under the English flag. {See QQ. 8724-5.) 

8158. When you say that the Boer looks for a united South 
Africa under the Dutch flag, has that been publicly stated by any 
of the leading Dutch politicians? — I could quote the Chief 
Justice's own speech in 1893. He was a candidate for election, 
and I quarrelled with him about it I was supporting him, and 
he actually made this speech to the Potchefstroom burghers. 
He said, ' With regard to our flag, I can only advise you to act 
so that in time it should wave over the whole of South Africa.* 

Mr. Blake. 

8159. I think it might be liable to misconstruction. You 
put a contrast of the Dutch or Boer population wanting a State 
under the Dutch flag, and a British population wanting one under 
the British flag ; do you mean an independent Dutch flag, or a 
flag of some continental power P — I think they wanted to spread 
the Republican flag, first to join the two Republics that exist 
there, and then to extend themselves, as they put it in the 
Bloemfontein speech, as burghers of a united South Africa. 

Mil Georoe Wyndham. 

8160. You refer to the Bloemfontein speech now; you refer 
to the recent conference this yearP — ^Yes. 

8 16 1. And the speech of tibie Chief Justice was in 1893 P — 
Yes. 

8162. The same sentiments had been repeated P — ^Yes, over 
and over again ; both sides speak of a tmited South Africa. The 
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further ' ; therefore the subject was discussed P — ^Yes, we discussed 
as to what the future might bring forward. I remember perfectly 
well the broad discussion about the whole thing, about the rela- 
tion to the neighbouring states of South Africa, and, broadly, we 
discussed what Mr. Blake has put to me, that the outcome of it 
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about the flag in this sense, because I did not want to raise a 
great dispute about it; I knew it would touch a lot of people, 
you know, and as long as we got Anglo-Saxon civilisation and 
the country satisfied, we knew that federation would follow later 
on, and that if ever it did take place there could be only one flag 
for it. 

8157. There could be only one flagp — ^Tes. The trouble in 
South Africa to-day is that the Boer looks for a united South 
Africa under the Dutch flag and the Dutch Republic, and the 
Englishman looks for a united South Africa and a Federated 
Republic under the English flag. {See QQ. 8724-5.) 

8158. When you say that the Boer looks for a united South 
Africa under the Dutch flag, has that been publicly stated by any 
of the leading Dutch politicians? — I could quote the Chief 
Justice's own speech in 1893. He was a candidate for electioUi 
and I quarrelled with him about it I was supporting him« and 
he actually made this speech to the Potchefstroom burghers. 
He said, ' With regard to our flag, I can only advise you to act 
so that in time it should wave over the whole of South Africa.' 

Mr. Blake. 

8159. I think it might be liable to misconstruction. You 
put a contrast of the Dutch or Boer population wanting a State 
under the Dutch flag, and a British population wanting one under 
the British flag ; do you mean an independent Dutch flag, or a 
flag of some continental power P — I think they wanted to spread 
the Republican flag, first to join the two Republics that exist 
there, and then to extend themselves, as they put it in the 
Bloemfontein speech, as burghers of a imited South Africa. 

Mil Georoe Wyndham. 

8160. You refer to the Bloemfontein speech now; you refer 
to the recent conference this yearP — ^Yes. 

8161. And the speech of the Chief Justice was in 1893 P — 
Yes. 

8162. The same sentiments had been repeated P — ^Yes, over 
and over again ; both sides speak of a united South Africa. The 
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1R!fi g1ia>iTnRn oontemplates when the uaited South Africa comes 
that there will be only one flag over it. 

8163. And those sentimentB were repeated in Bloemfontein 
in Febmary lastP — ^Yes. 

8164. The question of taxation has been reopened in regard 
to your own person, and as that has taken place, I should like 
you to tell us how the taxation presses not upon gentlraoen like 
yourself, making £10,000 a year, but npon the working men 
of the country P — The necessaries of life are taxed out of all 
proportion to reason. I do not know whether the Committee 
have the Customs Tariff; I think it is rery right they should 
have it. 

8165. I should like the Conmiittee to have it. — There is a 
mass of information that I have taken the trouble to collate, not a 
word of which is irrelevant or immaterial. 

8166. I think it is much more pertinent to the inquiry than 
the taxation on your own income of £10,000 a year, and I should 
like you to give that evidence now ? — ^I should like to put in this 
'Schedule of Customs' in the Transvaal; you will see how the 
food-stuffs are taxed. 

8167. Can you show us how it bears upon the question I 
was putting, namely, the incidence of taxation upon the incomes 
of working men P — ^Yes ; ham, bacon, and all tinned meats are 
taxed. Ham and bacon are taxed approximately to 1«. a pound ; 
the country does not produce them fit to eat. All imported meats 
are taxed to the rate of 25«. the 100 lbs. ; flour and meal and 
all sorts, even maize, are taxed at the rate of 16s. a bag, or 
7a. 6d, per 100 lbs., with an ad valorem duty on all these things 
of 7i per cent., not on the cost at the port of departure, but on 
that cost plus the 20 per cent., which makes it about 9 per cent 
ad valorem duty on these things plus these special rates. The 
result of that is really to increase the cost of living to such an 
extent that the great bulk of the taxation, at least a great part of 
the taxation, comes out of these customs ; and last year the total 
Succession Duty was £1,350,000, almost enough to govern the 
country adequately on alone. But they have besides that three 
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and a half millions of revenue from other sources. Our case is 
that Hksy could wipe the customs duty away altogether and leave 
the workman free to have his cheap break&st table, and still 
govern the country and have a surplus. 

8168. Have the working men of Johannesburg of their own 
moti<m ever shown their resentment against this taxation P — 
Absolutely. They have repeatedly petitioned for a remission of 
the customs duties, and to this length it had gone, that in 
November, 1895, a man came to me and asked me what the 
National Union was going to do, because if we did not move 
lliey were going to convene a mass meeting in Johannesburg and 
have a row. 

8169. In November, 1895 P — ^Yes ; that was the very thing 
we apprehended, that there would be a riot, and organized dis- 
turbance, and then failure. I pacified him and said, ' What are 
you distressed about P ' and he said, * Look here, I am a married 
man ; on Sunday I had 2 lbs. of ham for my seven children, my 
wife, and myself, and some bread and butter.' 

Ghaibman. 

817a Is it necessary to go into thisP — I just want to show 
you that it was a working man's grievance too, and he said, 'It 
cost me 2b. 9d. duty before I paid anything.' 

Mr. Gsorob Wtndham. 

8171. This was a working manP — ^Yes. 

8172. Do you suppose he had heard that there was going 
to be a conspiracy P— -No, he had heard nothing about it 

8173. He at any rate was not in this stock-jobbing con- 
spiracy P — No. 

8174. There is one other thing I should like to ask you. 
I am not going into the grievances, but into what has been done 
since. Gan you tell us diortly what reforms have been car- 
ried P 

Mr. John £Ui8.'] Do you mean since Mr. Leonard left P 
Mr. Oeorge Windham.] I mean since January, 1896. 
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Mr. John Ellis.] Then he knowB it by hearsay. 
Witness.] I know the statute that was passed; I haye 
taken it from the statute-book. 

Mr. John Ellis. 

8175. We can read the statutes for ourselves P — ^Bat you 
never get them. 

Mr. Cripps. 

8176. There is one question I want to ask you : I do not want 
to go into the grievances generally, but you said that in recent 
years the Transvaal had taken away rights which Uiilanders had 
before ; you recollect making that statement P — ^Yes. 

8177. I just want to ask you to tell me what the rights are 
to which you refer which have been taken away P — We entered 
the country, the great bulk of us, in the years 1886, 1887, 1888, 
and 1889, and a very large proportion of the populatian had 
settled there ; I went there in 1888 ; at that time the Transvaal 
laws permitted admission to full citizenship after five years' 
residence. In 1890 that right was taken away virtually when the 
Second Yolksraad was established. This sop was thrown to us, 
this Second Yolksraad, and the same Parliament in the same 
session took the right to acquire the franchise at the end of five 
years away from us after we had been in the country, and after 
many of us, not I but many more, had taken the oath of al- 
legiance in the hope of getting the franchise. Our case was 
practically that there was a breach of faith in legislating away 
this right after we had become settled in the country. We said 
in fact that to British subjects there was an unwritten preamble 
to the whole constitution, and the basis of the constitution was 
the basis of our lives. 

8178. You were talking about rights that had been taken 
away ; were you referring to anything else besides the franchise 
law P — We got a limitation of the right of public meeting pro- 
jected upon us ; we got our press liberty interfered with ; in 1896 
we had the direct threat, and an Act afterwards put on the 
statute-book, of being deported from the country witiiout trial; 
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we had the whole of the taxation put upon us ; we were depriyed 
of education ; we were told in a court of law that we must turn 
our children into Dutchmen if we were to get any priyileges 
granted to them. 

8179. Have you told me all the matters now that you refer 
to under the head of rights taken away — ^I do not want to go 
into the general grievances P — But the right of citizenship and 
the right to equality in the State is the main grievance that we 
complain of. 

8180. I understand that that is your only grievance ; but as 
T^;ards specific matters are there any others than those things to 
which you have referred P — Our men could not be jurymen and 
there were these constant attacks upon the independent capacity 
of the High Court; we have no control or say at all over the 
taxation or our destiny; we could not have any law we like. 

8181. I do not want to go back into this matter again. 
Except the illustrations you have given^ are there any other 
specific cases of rights being taken awayP — ^Do you mean by 
interference with the courts, or anything of that sortP 

8182. — ^Like the illustration you gave of the franchise law 
being altered to your detriment P — ^The franchise law is the main 
thing ; it goes to the root of everything. We have always looked 
upon it as the broad point. 

Me. Whakton. 

8183. Mr. Phillips told us the other day that the English- 
speaking children had to become, in fact, as you say, Dutch 
children or to learn Dutch before they could have any better 
education in schools supported by the State ; I only want to know 
from you as nearly as you can say what is the number of English- 
speaking children needing elementary education that come under 
^at category P — It is very difficult to speak exactly, but I should 
think there are from 12,000 to 15,000 growing up. I saw a 
statement in the census return, it was a census taken of the town 
of Johannesburg and a three-mile radius, that there were 6000 
and odd children growing up without any education at all. That 
oensus was taken last year. 
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8184. Six thousand children needing elementary eduoatien 
and deprived of education by that lawP — YeB, and for whom no 
provision ia made at all. 

(Sir Hjrnby Campbbll-Bannbrmak here took the Chair.) 

Sir William Hart Dyke. 

8185. When you referred previously in your evidence %o 
equal rights as regards the English and Dutch languages, yon 
referred especially, I presume, to this question of elementaiy 
education? — ^Yes, there was that; but there is more than that 
too; there was a great grievance felt that the Dutch language 
was enforced as a necessary qualification for miMnbers of looal 
sanitary committees and the local municipality ; a oouple of our 
best members had to resign; they would not have an3rthing to 
do with the thing; one was disqualified and the other reaigned 
in the early days, before the thing was enforood, because he 
could not understand the Dutch language. And the cost of 
litigation to Engli^ litigants on either side, through being com- 
pelled to use a language which the judge understood lees than 
he did English, and which every barrister understands leas than 
he does English, going through an interpreter, was increased 
tremendously; that and the education. 

8186. And you would suggest the use of bi-lingual books in 
the elementary schools, and that they should be taught together 
pari passu in the two languages side by side P-^ We started a 
voluntary education system which was based on that principle 

8187. Would there be any diflSlculty as regards English 
teachers in these schools P — I hear that to comply with this 
law they are sending now Dutch teachers over to London to get 
a smattering of English to qualify them to go out and comply 
with the law. 

8188. You went a great deal further than this; but you 
confirm generally the evidence which has been given with regard 
to the education question P — ^Yes. 

8189. ^ovi made use of an expression in answer to the right 
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honourable Cliainiiaxi with regard to tluB moyement in Johannes- 
burg ; you said it would fail if it turned into a riot I should 
like you to widen that expression a little as regards the word fail ; 
what do you mean by ' fail/ — that you would fail to secure the 
reforms if there were a riot P — ^What I meant was that there was 
discontent, and it took some unorganized f orm, the men were 
unarmed, there was no ammunition, and if discontent broke out 
into disturbance it would simply lead to the last state being worse 
than the first; the Gh>yemment would quell the thing. They 
were imarmed and unorganized ; and their case was a legitimate 
and a good one ; and it was best, if the thing was coming to that 
position, that it should be an organized movement. 

8190. You mean the Committee to infer then that in that 
case the Boers would immediately put it down by armed force, and 
there would have been a disturbance ending, not only in failure as 
regards the movement itself, but in the actual result of it with 
regard to reform of grievances ? — ^Yes. 

8 191. But I presume that you and your coadjutors intended 
if possible to promote this movement of reforming the grievances 
without bloodshed P — Our whole idea in wanting to arm ourselves 
at Pretoria and depriving the Boers of artillery, was to limit the 
possibility of bloodshed, to put ourselves an a more level footing with 
them, and to deprive them of the power of offence from a distance. 

8192. And with regard to Dr. Jameson and his force, you 
were of course most anxious to secure an identity of operation, 
80 that in the event of the movement being commenced on your 
part, he would be present there with his force to make assurance 
doubly sure, and to secure your object P — ^It was arranged that 
whatever date should be absolutely fixed by us, and communicated 
to Dr. Jameson, should be the date on which we started our 
operations in Johannesburg, and that Dr. Jameson should start 
from the border at the same time. 

8193. You mentioned also in your evidence a little while 
ago that even some among the Dutch population would welcome 
the change; did you mean with reference to a reform of the 
franchise and other matters P — ^Yes ; certainly. 
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8194. What kind of percentage of the Dutch would it be; 
was it a large moyement in Johannesburg ; were there a great 
number of the Dutch population who were supporters P — ^There 
was a great number of tiie Dutch population who were uUeAj 
dissatisfied with the mal-administration in Pretoria by giTing 
concessions which gare to foreigners profits which, if tiiey were 
exacted from the public at all, should have gone into the Treasury. 
And there were constant memorials every year to the Gbvemment 
and to the Yolksraad opposing further grants of these monopolies 
and opposing abuses. There had been a genuine movement for 
reform among many of the Dutch people, and we looked to that 
really to support us; at least, we hoped there would be less 
ground for friction between us. 



(Mb. Charles Lsonard recalled) 
Chaibman (the Bight Hon. W. L. Jackson). 

8723. You desire, I understand, to make a correction or 
alteration in answer to Question 81 57 of your evidence f — ^Yes. 

8724. The words referred to read at present thus : 'And the 
Englishman looks for a United South Africa, and a Federated 
Republic under the English flag * ? — ^Yes. 

8725. You think that those words do not convey the meaning 
that you wished to convey to the Committee P — ^I am quite dear 
I never meant to convey that the Englishman wanted a Bepublio 
in South Africa at aUL I would like the words ' and a Federated 
Republic * struck out. 

8726. That is all, I understand P— Yes. 
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PAPER 

Handed in by Mr. Charles Leonard, 
May 1 8th, 1897. 

MANIFESTO. 

We, the unenfranoliised mhabitants of the South African 
Bepublic (Transyaal), publish this Manifesto and appeal to the 
civilised world, and specially to the inhabitants of South Africa, 
on the grounds following : — 

1. We constitute the great majority of the white inhabitants 
of the Republic. 

2. We own, by purchase, more than half of the land in the 
Bepublic. 

3. We are the sole owners of the mines, town, properties, 
merchandise, and machinery; in short, the property and 
possessions of the Boers are insignificant in value compared 
to our property. 

4. We contribute five-sixths of the total revenue of the State, 
and have by our industry and capital raised it from a con- 
dition of bankruptcy to a position in which the annual 
revenue is over £2,000,000, while there is a surplus in the 
Treasury of over £1,000,000. 

5. Our interests in the State are diverse and complex in 

character, and trained intelligence is necessary to the 
making of laws for the regulation of those interests. All 
political power is vested in the hands of uneducated 
farmers, and it is impossible that legislators chosen, as 
they are, entirely from this class, can govern our afihirs 
satisfactorily and with an even hand. It is in the nature 
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of things impossible, and experience has demonstrated its 
impossibility. 

6. In addition to the broad principle mentioned in the last 
clause, there exists, by a chain of circumstances, a Tirtoal 
oligarchy, which, itself entirely hostile to us, is unduly 
influenced by external forces, chiefly, if not entirely, 
Hollander, foreign and inimical to the terioua and best 
interests of the country which we have made our home. 

7. The status of the High Oourt, hitherto our only bulwark 
against oppression, is entirely unsatisfactory, and its 
independence, jurisdiction, and dignity are constantly 
being threatened and attacked, whfle jury trial is shorn 
ef much of its value because jurors are drawn only from 
the ranks of the enfranchised. 

8. Our railways are in the hands of a eorporation, domiciled 
in Holland, which is paralysing our commerce, and, in 
conjunction with the general p(dicy of the Ghyvemment, 
bringing about a condition of thmgs fraught with the 
gravest danger to the independence of the Bepublic. 

9. The adnumstration is in many cases thoroughly corrupt, 

and there is no hope of reform. 

10. The granting of monopolies is a curse and a grievous 
burden, the weight of which falls direcUy and almost 
entirely on the unenfranchised. Reference need only be 
made to the dynamite monopoly, which is now dntwing 
half a million per annum out of the pockets of the gold- 
producers (an ever-increaong burden) and putting it into 
the coffers of a body ol foreign speculators. 

11. Taxation is unfairly distributed, and the necessaries <if Ufe, 
both the products of South Africa and other oovntries, 
which cannot be produced at all or in sufficient quantities, 
are made so dear as seriously to hamper the puUic, and 
especially to retard the progress of the working classes. 

12. Fresh taxation is continuously being imposed, and in 
such a manner as to affect the unenfranchised only, not- 
withstanding the fact that there exists a large and 
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increasing surplnSy which should justify the reduction of 
taxation. 

13. lliere is no efficient control or account of the expenditure 
of public money. 

14. The Gh>Yemment is despotic in the highest degree, and the 
Yolksraad exists only to give formal effect to the will of 
an oligarchy. 

Our liberties are not saf a In the past few years Acts 
have been passed intended to curtail the lib«*ty of the 
press and the right of public meeting. Acts aimed 
distinctly at the TJitlanders only, while during the recent 
session of the Yolksraad a resolution was passed author- 
ising the Gh>yemment to bring in a bill to amend the law 
relating to sedition, the object being to make the executiYe 
Gk>yemment, instead ol the courts, the judges in alleged 
cases of sedition, with power to deport men without the 
ordinary trial 

Surely and insidiously the ordinary safeguards of lif e, 
liberty, and property, even as they exist, are being under- 
mined. Freedom has become a travesty, and daily, under 
cover of her sacred name, deeds are perpetrated which make 
free men shudder. 

15. Local self-government, as we are accustomed to it, is denied 
to us, with grave consequence to health. 

16. We are virtually denied the benefits of education out of the 
funds we contribute, and but for individual effort our 
children would grow up in absolute ignoranca 

17. The use of the English language, the language of the great 
majority of people in the State, is forbidden in all official 
business, even in railway notices. 

18. We have had constantly to suffer the greatest insults at the 
hands of the governing body. 

19. We have for years patiently submitted to all these things, 

and have made honest and persistent endeavours by consti- 
tutional means to bring about reform and redress of our 
grievances, but all hope of succeeding has fled. 
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We were told to wait until a new Baad ahonld be elected. 

The old Baady which had rejected a monster petition for the 
franchise with 'laughter and jeers,' was said not to represent 
the country. We presented a petition to the new Baad, signed 
by nearly 40,000 people — ^twice as many men as the whole body 
of enfranchised burghers — with the same result. Our very 
children, bom in the Republic, are denied the franchise. 

And now, driven to despair of ever getting justice, we have 
determined to strike for it. 

Let it be clear that we have no animosity to the Beer ; that 
we wish to maintain a republican form of Gk>yemment, or rather 
to establish a true Republic, in which our just rights shall be 
secured to us, while the legitimate rights of the Boer shall be 
protected ; that, in short, we daim only that place in the political 
partnership to which we are justly entitled. 

We want — 

1. Full representation in the Councils of the State in pro- 
portion to our numbers and vested interests. Being 
the majority of the people, we claim to be included in 
a true government of the people, by the people, for the 
people. 

2. Proper control of public moneys, and true responsibility to 
the people. 

3. Absolute independence of the courts, and the raising of the 

status of the judges. 

4. The possession and control of our railways and pubUc works. 

5. The abolition of monopolies. 

6. Free trade with the neighbouring States of South Africa in 
all products thereol 

7. A settled policy, which, while guarding the legitimate 
interests of the South African BepubUc zealously, shall 
foster the goodwill of the other South African States, and 
strengthen the bonds of commerce and good feeling 
between us and them. 

S. Pure administration. 

9. Equal rights for the English and Dutch languages. 
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We, an uianned and oomparatiyely defenoeleaa people, are 
taking onr liyes in our hands to seoore what eyeiy other oommu- 
nity in South Africa enjojrs, and without which we should 
continue to be virtually in a state of civic slavery. We, there- 
fore, daim the sympathy and support of all white peoples of South 
Africa in the struggle which we feel impelled to make as free men 
bound to answer to our children for the dearest heritage of man — 
liberty. For this we fight ; for this we claim the sympathy of the 
world. 

To be issued by National Union. National Union to be re- 
inforced by recruits from moneyed classes first 
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SELECT COMMITTEE'S REPORT. 

^ I '•iUfl Select Oommittee appointed to inquire into the origin 
-^ and circumstances of the incursion into the South African 
Republic by an armed f orce, and into the administration of the 
British South Africa Company, and to report thereon, and, further, 
to report what alterations are desirable in the govemment of the 
territories under the control of the Ogmpany, have agreed to the 
following Report : — 

Pakt I. 

ORIGIN AND CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE INCURSION 

INTO THE SOUTH AFRICAN REPUBLIC 

OF AN ARMED FORCE. 

Prbliminabt. 

Tour Committee have heard evidence upon that part of the 
Reference which directs them 'to inquire into the origin and 
circumstances of the incursion into the South African Republic 
by an armed force,' and Part L of this Report relates to that 
matter, and not to questions affecting the administration of the 
British South Africa Company. 

At the instance of your Committee, the Secretary of State for 
the Colonies took steps to secure the attendance of certain witnesses 
from South Africa. 

Applications were received from certain persons interested in 
the inquiry asking for permission to be represented by counsel 
This was granted in the cases of the following parties, viz. : — 
The British South AArica Company and its Directors ; ' 
The Right Honourable C. J. Rhodes ; 
Dr. Leander Starr Jameson, C.B. ; 
Mr. Alfred Beit; 
Mr. Lionel Phillips ; and 
Dr. Rutherf oord Harris. 
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Coonoil addressed the Oommittee on behalf of Messrs. Khodes, 
Beit^ and Harris. 

Leave was also granted to iSie Eastern Telegraph Gompany to 
be heard by Cpnnael on the question of the production of cortain 
telegrams ordered by your Oommittee. 



Bbpost of Oapb OoiamTBS and Pabuambntart Pi 

At tihe outset of their inquiry your Comniittee reecsred in 
evidence certain papers and documents bearing upon the natter 
of the reference, and especially the Report and Ptoceedings of a 
Select Committee of the House of Assembly of the Oape of €k)od 
Hope, appointed * to inquire into the circumstances, as affecting 
that Colony, in connection with the preparations for, and carrying 
out of, the reoent armed inroad into die territory of the Soudi 
African Bepublic' The Report and Proceedings of the Oape 
Committee were presented to tiie Imperifd Parliament in March of 
the present year. 

Other papers of interest affecting the subject which have also 
been presented are, 'Proceedings in the High Oonrt of Justice, 
Queen's B^tich Division, 1896, Trial at Bar, Begina •. Lainder 
Starr Jameson and others (transcript from the shorthand notes of 
Messrs. Bamett and Buckler); and the Blue Books, C. 798S, 
C. 8063, and 0. 8428. 

Although the Committee of the Oi^ Parliament had not the 
opportunity of hearing the evidence of certain important witaesses 
who have appeared before your Committee, am|de evidenoe was 
forthcoming to enable them to make such a clear and able Report 
upon the circumstances attending the armed incursion into the 
South African Republic that your Conunittee found themaelves in 
a position to adc^t the Report, and hold that^ until the contrary 
was shown, the findings of fact contained liierein should be ac- 
cepted as a fair and accurate account of what had tak«i place. 
No adverse criticisms upon such findings have been made by any 
witness before your Committee, and, moreover, at an early period 
of his evidence Mr. C. J. Rhodes accepted them in the blowing 
words : ' I desire to add that I am willing, generally, to accept the 
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finding as to &ot8 ocmtained in the Report of tke Committee of the 
Gape Parliament.' 

The findings were important; they were^ inier atta^ as 
follows : — 

Para. 42. 'With regard to the Chartered Company, yovr 
Committee find that the principal officials in Cape Town either 
knew, or were in a positum to have known, the existence of this 
plot Two at least of the directors, Mr. Beit and the Right Hon. 
C. J. Rhodes, were, together with the Administrator, Dr. Jameson, 
and Dr. Harris, the South African Secretary of the Company, 
actiye as promoters and moving spirits throughout, and they were 
from time to time kept informed of the preparations. 

* The date of the inroad was fixed weeks beforehand, and the 
letter of inyitation was obtained four weeks before the ostensible 
date of signature. 

* During the month of December the pressure for what ¥ras 
called the ** flotation *' came either from Pitsani or from Cape 
Town. 

'The whole moTsment was largely financed and engineered 
from outside, and in both cases certain directors and officials of 
the Chartered Company of British South Africa were active 
throughout' 

Para. 43. 'As regards the Right Hon. C. J. Rhodes^ your 
Committee can come to no other conclusion than that he was 
thoroughly acquainted with the preparations that led to tibe 
inroad. That in his capacity as controller of the three great 
joint-stock Companies, the British South Africa Company, the 
De Beers Consolidated Mines, and the Goldfields of South Africa, 
he directed and controlled the combination which rendered such a 
proceeding as the Jameson raid possible.' 

Para. 44. ' It still remains to consider Mr. Rhodes' position 
with regard to Dr. Jameson's entry into the South African 
Republic at the precise time when he did. There is no evi- 
dence that Mr. Rhodes ever contemplated that the force at 
Pitsani camp should at any time invade the Transvaal uninvited. 
It appears rather to have been intended to support a movement 
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from wiihiiL In ihifl oonnection it is important to refer to the 
telegrams which passed between the oonfederates during the last 
few dajrs of December. On the 25th of that month, after the 
preparations at Pitsani — ^whioh had been made with the approval 
and concurrence of the Chartered authorities in Cape Town — ^were 
apparently complete, some hitch occurred at Johannesburgy the 
whole nature of which is not clearly shown by the evidence ; but 
an element in which was doubtless a dispute on the question of 
hoisting the English flag should the revolution prove sucoessfoL 
The result of this hitch was that those interested at Johannes- 
burg determined to stay proceedings, and dispatched Mr. Charles 
Leonard to Cape Town. He left on the evening of the 26thy and 
his departure was notified the following day in a telegram from 
Colonel Rhodes to Charter, Cape Town. A perusal of the 
messages which were exchanged between Dr. Jameson and Dr. 
Harris on the 26th, 27th, and 28th December, and with the 
contents of which your Committee cannot doubt that Mr. Rhodes 
was fuUy acquainted, will show that the Chartered authorities in 
Cape Town were fully impressed, more especially after the arrival 
of Mr. Leonard, with the advisability of delaying any advance 
from Pitsani imtil the Johannesburg confederates were ready. 
And Dr. Jameson was repeatedly counselled to wait until the 
arrangements were complete. At the same time there ia an 
absence of any such peremptory command from Mr. Rhodes 
direct to Dr. Jameson not on any account to take action as 
might reasonably have been expected from one resolutely de- 
termined to do all in his power to prevent a subordinate officer 
from committing a gross breach of the law. 

'About noon on the morning of the 29th December, Mr. 
Rhodes became aware that Dr. Jameson had definitely made up 
his mind to invade the territory of the South African Republic 
that evening, and after a conference with Mr. Rhodes, a draft 
telegram to Dr. Jameson was drawn up by Dr. Harris. More 
than half of that draft, strangely enough, has no reference to the 
contemplated inroad, and it is not explained by any evidence 
before your Conunittee; but the latter part of it contains a 

432 



SELECT COMMITTEES REPORT. 

distmct and peremptory injunction on Dr. Jameson not to carry 
out his contemplated movement on any acconnt, as "I (Mr. 
Rhodes) most strongly object to such a course." This message 
ooxdd not be sent on the 29th, because the line had been cut, nor 
had communication with Mafeking been restored on the morning 
of the 30th; but by noon on that day the damage had been 
repaired, and the line was open. The message, however, was 
never forwarded at all. Upon these facts it would appear that 
Mr. Rhodes did not direct or approve of Dr. Jameson's entering 
the territory of the South African Republic at the precise time 
when he did do so, but your Committee cannot find that that fact 
relieves Mr. Rhodes from responsibility for the unfortunate occur- 
rences which took place. Even if Dr. Jameson be primarily 
responsible for the last fatal step, Mr. Rhodes cannot escape the 
responsibility of a movement which had been arranged, with his 
concurrence, to take place at the precise time it did, if circum- 
stances had been favourable at Johannesburg. 

'Mr. Rhodes never visited Cape Town at all on Monday, 
nor did he think it right to communicate the fact of the 
inroad to his colleagues in the Ministry. The only message 
actually sent from Cape Town to arrest Dr. Jameson's progress 
after he had started was the one dispatched by the High Com- 
missioner about noon on the 30th December, and the one 
conveyed through the British agent at Pretoria, both of which 
were disregarded.' 

Para. 45. * In conclusion, your Committee cannot but express 
their deep regret that Mr. Rhodes was not present to give to the 
Committee his own account of the proceedings on which they are 
instructed to report, the more so as they are reluctantly forced to 
the conclusion, upon the evidence before them, that the part taken 
by him in the organization which led to the inroad headed by 
Dr. Jameson was not consistent with his duty as Prime Minister 
of the Colony.' 

The work of the Cape Committee was rendered incomplete by 
the absence of important witnesses, who were available to give 
evidence here, and your Committee were put in a position to 
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proeecute the inquiry beyond the point at which the Committee <rf 
the Cape Parliament had been compelled to leaTe it 

Mr. Rhodes' Evidbncs. 
It was obvious at the outset of the proceedings that the inquiry 
of your Committee would be much facilitated by a statement^ 
indicating in clear and unmistakable terms the part Mr. 0. J. 
Rhodes had played in the events which had led up to aad 
culminated in what is known as the 'Jameson Raid.* In the 
view of the Committee, the findings in the Report of the Cape 
Committee left no room for doubt that Mr. Rhodes must be treated 
as a principal, while those who acted with him were only more or 
less important agents. It was, then, of great moment to discover, 
by summoning Mr. Rhodes to give evidence, whether he wouU 
be prepared to accept the position of principal, and assume 
responsibility for the proceedings of those who had acted widi 
him or under his instructions. 

Your Committee, therefore, at the earliest period of the inquiiy 
called upon Mr. Rhodes to give evidence, and he stated his poeitioa 
in the following terms : — 

' From the date of the establishment of the gold industry <m a 
large scale at Johannesburg, much discontent has been 
caused by the restrictions and impositions placed upon it 
by the Transvaal Gbvemment, by the c<HTupt administra- 
tion of that Gbvemment, and by the denial of civil rights 
to the rapidly growing Uitlander population. This dis- 
content has gradually but steadily increased, and a con- 
siderable time ago I learnt, from my intercourse with 
many of the leading persons in Johannesburg, tiiat the 
position of affidrs there had become intoleraUe. After 
long efiEorts, they despaired of obtaining redress by con- 
stitutional means, and were resolved to seek by extra- 
constitutional means such a change in the Gk>vemment of 
the South African Republic as should give to the majority 
of the population, possessing more than half the land, nine- 
tenths of the wealth, and pajring nineteen-twentielhB of 
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the taxee in the countryy a due share in its administration. 
I sjrmpathised with, and, as one largely interested in the 
Transvaal, shared in, these grievanoee ; and, further, as a 
eitueen of the Cape Colony, I felt that the persistently 
unfriendly attitude of the Gtovemment of the South 
African Republic towards the Colony was the great 
obstacle to common action for practical purposes among 
the yarious States of South Africa. Under these circum- 
stances I assisted the movement in Johannesburg with my 
purse and influence. Further, acting within my rights, in 
the autumn of 1895 I placed on territory under the 
administration of the British South Africa Company 
upon the borders of the Transvaal a body of troops under 
Dr. Jameson, prepared to act in the Transvaal in certain 
eventualities. I did not communicate these views to ih% 
Board of Directors of the British South Africa Company. 
With reference to the Jameson Raid, I may state that Dr. 
Jameson went in without my authority. Having said this, 
I desire to add that I am willing, generally, to accept the 
finding as to facts contained in the Report of the Com- 
mittee of the Cape Parliament I must admit that in all 
my actions I was greatly influenced by my belief that the 
policy of the present Government of the South African 
Republic was to introduce the influence of another Foreign 
Power into the already complicated system of South Africa, 
and thereby render more difficult in the future the closer 
union of the different States.' 
In the course of his oral examination, Mr. Rhodes made it 
•dear that he desired to accept responsibility for the actions of 
those who had served directly or indirectly under his order. 

Historical Sttmmary. 
The evidence given before the Committee establishes the fol- 
lowing facts : — 

In the years 1893 and 1894, and the early part of 1895, there 
existed much discontent and disquiet amongst the Uitlanders in 

435 



POLITIOAL SITUATION IN SOUTH AFRICA. 

Johannesburg owing to the grieyances which they oonaidered 
were inflicted upon them by the laws and administration of the 
South African Republic. 

Before the latter half of 1895 there was no general scheme for 
an armed insurrection for the purpose of overihrowingy by force, 
the Gk>Yemment at Pretoria. 

This is made apparent by the evidence of Mr. L. Phillips and 
Mr. C. Leonard, ^e latter expressly states that there were no 
resources in arms, money, or organization which woxdd have made 
a revolution possible. 

In June, 1895, Mr. Rhodes, with Mr. Beit, formed a plan for 
organizing the discontent which existed at Johannesburg, pro- 
viding money and arms for the purpose of an insurrection there, 
and placing a force under Dr. Jameson on the frontier of the 
Transvaal to assist and support it Mr. Beit expressly states that 
the scheme for assisting an insurrection in Johannesburg, and for 
an armed invasion in its support by Dr. Jameson, originated with 
Mr. Rhodes. 

Mr. Beit was sent by Mr. Rhodes to make arrangements with 
certain persons who were leaders of the reform movement in 
Johannesburg. 

It appears from Mr. Beit's evidence that Mr. Rhodes' scheme 
was not at once adopted at Johannesburg. 

It was not till late in October, 1895, that Mr. Rhodes arrived 
at a definite arrangement with the leaders of the insurrectionary 
party at Johannesburg as to the proceedings to be taken. 

Mr. Phillips and Mr. Leonard had expressed to Mr. Beit their 
wish to discuss the scheme first with Mr. Rhodes, and this dis- 
cussion took place in the latter end of October, at an interview in 
Mr. Rhodes' house, Groote Schuur, between Mr. Rhodes, Mr. 
Phillips, Mr. Hammond, Colonel Rhodes, and Mr. Leonard. At 
the interview a manifesto, printed on page xi.* of your Committee'a 
Report, was submitted by Mr. Leonard, and accepted by Mr. 
Rhodes as embodying the objects to be achieved by the revolution. 
In order to accomplish these objects a basis of action was agreed 
^Pon. ♦ Page 4«3 of this volume. 
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Mr. Leonard states the basis of action as follows : — 

' The basis of the compact was, that Mr. Rhodes shoidd assist 

us. Originally^ I think, as many as 1200 men were to be 

on the border. That watered down, until finally, just 

before Dr. Jameson came over the border, I think it was 

760. We were to rise in reyolt, seize the Pretoria Arsenal 

and the ammunition from there, retire on Johannesburg, 

and hold the place, and Mr. Rhodes told me the High 

Commissioner woidd come up from Cape Town to mediate.' 

Mr. Rhodes seems also to have assured Mr. Leonard at that 

time that the Dutch population in Cape Colony ' would welcome a 

change.' 

As soon as this arrangement had been made, active operations 
were commenced. Dr. Jameson, who had been previously in- 
formed of the intentions of Mr. Rhodes, proceeded to concentrate 
a force (derived partly from Buluwayo, partly from the Cape, and 
partly from the former Bechuanaland Police), on the frontier of 
the Transvaal. 

When the plan had been settled in Cape Town, Colonel F. 
Rhodes was placed at Johannesburg as manager of the Con- 
solidated Gt)ldfields. And thus Mr. Rhodes, through Colonel 
Rhodes at Johannesburg, and Dr. Jameson at Pitsani, had the 
principal control of the armed forces who were to accomplish or 
assist the revolution. 

Colonel Rhodes received from Mr. Rhodes an unlimited credit 
for moneys required for purposes of the revolution. These moneys 
were drawn upon a ' New Concessions Accoimt ' in the books of 
the Chartered Company, and were repaid by Mr. Rhodes some 
time after the Raid, to the amount of £61,000. 

Mr. Rhodes states that this was done to cover the character 
of the transaction, and that he always intended that they should 
ultimately be charged to his private account. 

Mr. Beit admits that, in a similar way, he gave unlimited 
credit to Mr. L. Phillips, his partner, which was employed for 
the purposes of the revolution to the extent of some £200,000. 
Mr. Rhodes paid large sums of money to Dr. Wolff, who was 
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employed in organizing stores and stations for Dr. Jameson's 
forces, and also for arms sent from England by Dr. Butherfoord 
Harris, the Secretary of the Chartered Company at Cape Town, 
which were the property of the Chartered Company, bat were 
diverted from their avowed destination, Rhodesia, to be used for 
the insurrection in Johannesburg, and the amount some time after 
the Raid was repaid by Mr. Rhodes. 

The arms supplied to the insurgents at Johannesburg were 
secretly smuggled into the Transvaal through the instrumentality 
of the De Beers Company, of which Mr. Rhodes was a principal 
director. 

The detaiLs of these operations were arranged between Dr. 
Jameson at Pitsani or Maf eking, and Colonel Rhodes at Johannes- 
burg; but Dr. Jameson was in constant commimication with 
Mr. Rhodes at Cape Town, personally or otherwise, and the most 
important commimications between Colonel Rhodes and Dr« 
Jameson passed through the Chartered Company's office at CsLpe 
Town, and were known to Mr. Rhodes, who accepts responsibility 
for what was done. 

As soon as the preparations were well advanced^ towards the 
latter end of November 1895, Dr. Jameson, who had been with 
Mr. Rhodes at Cape Town, went to Johannesburg, and procured a 
letter signed by Mr. C. Leonard, Colonel Rhodes, Mr. L. Phillips, 
Mr. J. H. Hammond, and Mr. G. Farrar. 

Mr. Leonard has stated that he was very reluctantly a party 
to giving this letter of invitation to Dr. Jameson, and he has said 
in effect that it was given to afford a pretext which might justify 
Dr. Jameson with the Directors of the Chartered Company, and 
induce the officers and men to join him in the Raid. 

This letter was shown to Mr. Rhodes by Dr. Jameson on his 
return to Cape Town, and upon 20th December, 1895, Mr. Rhodes 
asked to be supplied with a copy. 

Mr. Leonard, Colonel Rhodes, and Mr. Phillips have all 
distinctly stated that this letter was never intended as an 
authority to Dr. Jameson to enter the Transvaal unless and until 
he received a further summons from them ; they state that it was 
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new intended to be publiBhed, but to be used only for the 
purposes above-mentioned; and when they leamt that Dr. 
Jameson was intending to start, so far from authorising or 
inviting him to oome in, they used every measure in their 
power, by telegram and by messenger, to prohibit and prevent 
tiie Raid. With the full knowledge of all these circumstances. 
Dr. Jameson, being oonvinced that no rising was about to take 
place at Johannesburg, determined to bring matters to a head, and 
triegraphed to Mr. Rhodes : — 

'We will make our own flotation with help of letter, 

which I will publish.' 

This letter was also read to the troops before Dr. Jameson 
started, and was used by him as the ground of his action, both to 
the Boer Commandant, and to the messenger sent by the High 
Oommissioner to order his return. 

Immediately upon the Raid becoming known, this letter, by 
the orders of Mr. Rhodes, was cabled by Dr. Harris to Miss 
Shaw for insertion in The Times newspaper, with a date filled 
in which made it appear that it had been sent as an urgent appeal 
from Johannesburg just before the Raid. 

Mr. Rhodes himself relied upon this letter in his telegram 
to the Chartered Company in London on 3rd January, 1896, 
as the explanation of Dr. Jameson's invasion. The manner in 
which this letter was dealt with deserves the strongest con- 
demnation. 

During the whole of this period every precaution was taken to 
conceal from the High Commissioner what was going on under 
Dr. Jameson at Pitsani. 

Sir H. Robinson (now Lord Rosmead), when he heard that 
the Chartered Company were bringing down troops from 
Bulawayo to Pitsani, asked Mr. Rhodes why this was being 
done, and Mr. Rhodes told him it was to protect a railway 
line, and for economy. Mr. Rhodes suggested a similar excuse 
to Dr. Jameson in his telegram of the 27th December, 1895, two 
days before the Raid. 

The best record of the proceedings between the end of 
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November and the latter part of December, 1896, is derived firom 
the documents captured at Krugeradorp. 

Mr. Beit, who had just returned to the Cape from England, 
on 20th December, sent a telegram from Cape Town to Mr. L. 
Phillips urging 'immediate flotation.' And on 21st December 
Mr. Rhodes telegraphed to Colonel Rhodes to fix the date for the 
insurrection, so that he might advise Dr. Jameson. 

At this time, however, the revolutionary party at Johannes- 
burg hung back, owing to doubts relating to the assurances 
which had been given by Mr. Rhodes that on the day of the 
insurrection he and the High Commissioner woidd leave for 
Johannesburg. Mr. Rhodes and Dr. Jameson appear to have 
entered into conversation with the High Commissioner on the 
subject of his presence at Johannesburg in the event of possible or 
probable disturbances there, but conc^ed from him the &ct that 
they were themselves the principal organizers and movers in the 
intended revolution. 

The assurance given by Mr. Rhodes and Mr. Beit of the 
presence of the High Commissioner was used without his 
knowledge or consent as an argument and encouragement to 
promote the insurrection ; conduct which your Committee severely 
condemns. 

This assurance having been given, the date of the in- 
surrection was finally arranged for Saturday, 28th December, 
1895, and Mr. Rhodes informed Dr. Jameson on 23rd December 
that ' they are very anxious you must not start before 8 o'clock.' 
At this date all the parties were agreed as to the immediate 
carrying out of the Raid — ^Mr. Rhodes at Cape Town, the Com- 
mittee at Johannesburg, and Dr. Jameson at Pitsani 

On 26th December, however, another obstacle arose; Dr. 
Jameson's brother, from Johannesburg, and Mr. Rhodes, from 
Cape Town, telegraphed to Dr. Jameson at Pitsani, that — 

* It is absolutely necessary to postpone flotation through 
unforeseen circumstances here altogether unexpected and 
until we have C. J. Rhodes' absolute pledge that authority 
of Imperial Government will not be insisted on. Charles 
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Leonard left last night to interview C. J. Rhodes. We will 

endeavour to meet your wishes as regards December^ but you 

must not move imtil you have received instructions to. Please 

confirm.' 

Mr. 0. Leonard was thereupon dispatched by the revolutionary 
party to Cape Town, and messengers sent by them to Dr. 
Jameson to prohibit his entrance into the Transvaal. Mr. 
Rhodes^ also, with expressions of regret, directed Dr. Jameson 
not to move until he heard from him again. 

On 27th December, 1895, Dr. Jameson informed Mr. Rhodes 
that ' if they do not, we will make our own flotation with help 
of letter, which I will publish.' On 28th December, Dr. Jameson 
telegraphed to Mr. Rhodes, ' there will be no flotation if left 
to themselves.' On the same day telegrams were sent from 
Cape Town to Dr. Jameson. 'It is all right if you will only 
wait,' and further, * After seeing him ' (Heany, the messenger 
from Johannesburg), * you and we must judge regarding flotation, 
but all our foreign friends are now dead against it, and say public 
will not subscribe one penny towards it, even with you as director. 
Ichabod.' 

Mr. C. Leonard having arrived on that day (Saturday, 28th 
December), at Cape Town, Mr. Rhodes telegraphed to Colonel 
Rhodes at Johannesburg, 'Charles Leonard says flotation not 
popular, and England's bunting will be resisted by public. Is it 
true ? Consult all our friends and let me know, as Dr. Jameson 
is quite ready to move resolution, and is only waiting for Captain 
Maurice Heany's arrival.' 

Later on the same day (28th December), Dr. Jameson tele- 
graphed to Mr. Rhodes, * Unless I hear definitely to the contrary, 
shall leave to-morrow evening.' 

On the next day (29th December), Dr. Jameson telegraphed 
to Mr. Rhodes, * Shall leave to-night for TransvaaL' 

These last two telegrams were delivered at 11 a.m. on Sunday, 
29th December. 

There is a conflict of evidence as to what were the true 
grounds which determined the revolutionary party at Johan- 
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nedmrg on 26th Deoember to oounter-order the insairection 
which had been fixed for the 28th, and to prohifait the invasion of 
ike Transyaal by Dr. Jameson, which had been setded for that day . 

Colonel Rhodes states that it was * because they would not 
rise until they got a distinct assurance about the flag, and they 
only got that on the Sunday morning. We were told in the 
telegram we got from Cape Town' (£rom 0. Leonard), 'that an 
entirely new departure had been decided on.' 

Dr. Wolff attributes the failure to the fact that, being unable 
to seize the arsenal at Pretoria, they were quite unprepared. 

Mr. C. Leonard gives the same reasons, as well as the difficulty 
about the flag. 

Mr. Phillips says they had not arms for their men. 

Mr. Rhodes, on Saturday, 28th December, infonned Sir 
Graham Bower * that all prospect of a rising at Johannesburg was 
at an end, and had fizzled out like a damp squib.' 

On Sunday, 29th December, Mr. Rhodes having received the 
telegrams announcing the intention of Dr. Jameson to start on 
the Sunday night, proposed to send the following reply, dated 
29th December, 12 (noon) : — * Things in Johannesburg I yet hope 
to see amicably settled. ... On no account whatever must you 
move. I most strongly object to such a coursa' The wires not 
being open to Mafeking this telegram was, in fact, never dis* 
patched. When communication was restored at noon on the 
30th, no attempt was made by Mr. Rhodes to send this or any 
other message disapproving Dr. Jameson's action. The wires 
having been cut by Dr. Jameson's orders on the Sunday night 
when he started, the intelligence of his invasion of the Transvaal 
was not officially known at Cape Town till mid-day on Monday^ 
doth December. 

The announcement of the collapse of the movement was oom- 
municated by Sir Graham Bower to the High Gommisaioner on 
Sunday, 29th December. On that night, at 11 pjn., Mr. Rhodes 
sent for Sir O. Bower, and informed him that Dr. Jameson had 
mtimated his intention of entering the Transvaal that evening, 
and that he, Mr. Rhodes, had been endeavouring to telegraph to 
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Dr. Jameflon, forbidding suoh a movement, but found the wires 
bad been out. 

Sir G. Bower oommunioated this information to the Higb 
Commiasioner at an early hour on the morning of Monday, 
the 30th. 

The High Commiflsioner at onoe telegraphed to Mr. Newton^ 
directing him, if Dr. Jameson had gone in, to send a special mea- 
•aiger on a fast horse to overtake him, and order him to return. 

The High Oommisaionery on the 31st December, issued a pro- 
olamation publicly repudiating Dr. Jameson's conduct, and caUing 
on British subjects to abstain from aiding and abetting him in 
his armed violation of the territory of a friendly Stata The 
further action taken by the High Commissioner, as well as the 
steps taken by the Colonial Office on receipt of the news of the 
Raid, are detailed in Blue Books C. 7933 and C. 8063. 

When the Raid took place Mr. Rhodes declined to take part 
in any measures to arrest it or to avert its consequences, except 
that subsequently on Wednesday, 1st January, Mr. Rhodes 
telegraphed to Colonel Spreckley, Biduwayo, on no account to 
move the Rhodesia Horse. As soon as the incursion of Dr. 
Jameson was known, Mr. Rhodes was enjoined by the Secretary 
of State through the High Commissioner to co-operate in direct- 
ing Dr. Jameson's immediate return, and to make a public 
disavowal of complicity with him. His colleagues in the Cape 
Gh)vemment urged upon him the same coursa This Mr. Rhodes 
refused to do, and when the High Commissioner resolved to 
issue his proclamation on the 31st December, Mr. Rhodes re- 
turned to Cape Town specially to urge the delay of the issue of 
this proclamation, at all events till next day, saying it would 
make Dr. Jameson an outlaw. So &r from co-operating in order 
to counteract the invasion of Dr. Jameson, Mr. Rhodes telegraphed 
messages to Miss Shaw in London on 30th December and 31st 
December, whilst Dr. Jameson was on the march, with the objeet 
of inducing the Secretary of the Colonies to support his action. 

These messages, however, where not oommunioated by Miss 
Shaw to the Colonial Secretary. 
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Dr. Jameson proceeded with his invasioii of the Tnuisyaal* 
He was overtaken by the messenger from Mafekingy sent by 
order of the High Gonmiissionery at midday on Tuesday, Slst 
December ; met by the one from Pretoria on the morning of the 
Ist January, about 10.30 a.m. ; and these messages ordering him 
to return were duly deliyered. He, however, declined to obey 
the sunmions, stating that he relied upon the letter of invitation 
which he had received ' from the principal residents of the Band 
to come to the aid of my fellow-men in their extremity/ The 
manner in which this letter was obtained, and the use made of it, 
have already been referred to in this report 

The details of the defeat of Dr. Jameson by the Boers, and 
the subsequent events at Johannesburg and Pretoria, are suffi- 
ciently well known, and it is not necessary to set them forth. 

Mr. Rhodes in the course of his statement dealt with three 
points particularly pertinent to the subject of inquiry, namely : — 

(a) The influence of the Uitlander * grievances ' upon his con- 
duct and policy ; 

(6) The direct assertion that Dr. Jameson * went in ' without 
his authority ; and 

{c) The concealment of his views from the Board of Directors 
of the British South Africa Company. 

UlTLANDBR * GrIBVANCES.' 

In reference to the first of the points mentioned in the last 
paragraph, namely, the influence of the Uitlander ' grievances ' 
upon Mr. Rhodes' conduct and policy; Mr. Rhodes puts these 
' grievances ' in the forefront of his statement, and makes them 
in great part the foundation of the policy which induced him to 
assist the movement for redress with his purse and with his 
influence. 

While your Committee were quite unable to hold that these 
* grievances ' could in any way justify such action as that adopted 
by Mr. Rhodes and Dr. Jameson, the Committee determined to 
admit evidence bearing upon this side of the question, not in 
justification of the conspiracy against the Transvaal Gk>vemment^ 
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but beoaiue it Iiad been stated in evidence that the origin of * the 
inoursion ' was due to the grievances. 

Mr. Charles Leonard, at one time Chairman of the National 
Union at Johannesburg, and Mr. Lionel Phillips, a prominent 
member of that body, gave evidence as to the * grievances ' of 
the ITitlander population, and as to the endeavours of the Union 
to obtain redress. Mr. Leonard also described the gradual advance 
of popular feeling, the formation of the Union by the professional 
and working classes of Johannesburg, the reluctance of the 
capitalists to join, and their subsequent adhesion. It was also 
made clear that in the years preceding 1895 popular discontent 
prevailed in the town, and that disturbances might have occurred 
at any time ; it was further proved that it was not until October, 
1895, that the active co-operation of the capitalists was secured. 

In October, 1895, after consultation with Mr. Rhodes, Mr. 
Phillips, Mr. Hammond, and Colonel Rhodes at Cape Town, 
Mr. Leonard prepared a manifesto, in which the demands were 
set out in the following terms : — 

* We want, (1) Fidl representation in the Councils of the State 
in proportion to our numbers and vested interests ; being 
the majority of the people we claim to be included in a 
true government of the people by the people for the 
people; (2) Proper control of public moneys and true 
responsibility to the people ; (3) Absolute independence of 
the courts and the raising of ths status of the judges; 
(4) The possession and control of our railways and public 
works; (5) The abolition of monopolies; (6) Free trade 
with the neighbouring States of South Afirica in all pro- 
ducts thereof ; (7) A settled policy which, while guarding 
the legitimate interests of the South Afirican Republic 
zealously, shall foster the goodwill of the other South 
African States and strengthen the bonds of commerce and 
good feeling between us and them ; (8) Pure administra- 
tion; (9) Equal rights for the English and Dutch 
languages.' 
From 1890 to 1895 there were repeated endeavours to obtain 
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redress of these grieyances by oonstitational meaiiSy but withiivt 
result. 

Bbsponsibilitt fob thb Actual Raid. 

The next point in Mr. Rhodes' statement to be dealt with is 
(b), his declaration that Dr. Jameson 'went in' without his 
authority. 

In his written statement Mr. Rhodes said, 'Acting within my 
rights^ in the autumn of 1895 I placed on territory under the ad- 
ministration of the British South Africa Company upon the 
borders of the Transvaal a body of troops under Dr. Jameson, 
prepared to act in the Transvaal in certain eventualities.' When 
under examination he was asked what he intended to convey by 
the phrase 'acting within my rights.' Ultimately he did not 
defend either the expression or the policy, and accepted responsi- 
bility for the massing of the troopa 

It being admitted that the force was placed on the firontier 
under the command of Dr. Jameson with Mr. Rhodes' approval, 
the important point for consideration is, whether any evidence has 
been furnished to your Committee tending to show that Mr. 
Rhodes was not justified in saying that ' with reference to the 
Jameson raid .... Dr. Jameson went in without my authority.' 

After Mr. Rhodes, Dr. Jameson himself is the principal 
witness upon this point At the conclusion of the statement 
which he read to the Committee, Dr. Jameson said, ' I desire to 
state that no telegram, message, or other communication was at 
any time received by me or any one at Pitsani or Mafeking from 
Mr. Rhodes, or any one at Cape Town, directing or authoriaing 
my force to move to Johannesburg. I acted entirely on my own 
judgment. Major Heany brought me no message from Mr. 
Rhodes or any one at Cape Town.' This reference to Major 
Heany was, no doubt, made because it had been suggested that, 
although that officer purported to be a messenger sent by the 
Reform Committee at Johannesburg with a verbal message to Dr. 
Jameson requesting him to postpone his coming, he (Heany) did, 
in fact, carry some instructions from Mr. Rhodes to Dr. Jameson 
in a directly contrary sense. 
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Tour Gommittee had an [opportunity of hearing the eTidenoe 
of Major Heany, who swore that he 6iA not take any meaaage to 
Dr. Jameson except that from Mr. Hammond and certain members 
of the Reform Union with which he had been specially entrusted, 
namely, * to tell Dr. Jameson under no circumstances to move.' 
The witness further said, ' I may fairly say that I had no commu- 
nication whatever with Mr. Rhodes.' 

The evidence confirms the statement that Dr. Jameson * went 
in ' at the time he did without the authority of Mr. Rhodea 

RsspONsiBiLrnr op Diregtobs of thb Brttish South 
Africa Company. 

The remaining point upon Mr. Rhodes' statement is (e) the 
concealment of his views from the Board of Directors of the 
British South Africa Conqpany. 

Mr. Rhodes admitted in his evidence that he did not com- 
municate his * views ' to the Board of Directors of the Company, 
and it is evident that he not only refrained from expressing his 
opinions, but also carefully abstained from telling the Directors 
anything about his support of the Johannesburg movement ' with 
his purse and influence/ or about the real use to which die 
Company's forces on the Transvaal border might be put in 
certain eventualities. Mr. Rhodes said he did not communicate 
his plans to his colleagues^ because he * did not wish to mix any 
one up in it ; ' this policy of secrecy was pursued by him not only 
with the Board of Directors of the Chartered Company, but also 
with the High Commissioner, and his colleagues in the Cape 
Ministry. 

Tour Committee have heard the evidence of all the Directors 
of the British South Africa Company, who were members of the 
Board at the time of the Jameson raid, with the exception of Lord 
Orey. The evidence of the Duke of Abercom, President, and of 
the Duke of Fife, Lord GKfford, Sir Horace Farquhar, and Mr. 
Oeorge Cawston, established the &ct that these gentlemen had no 
knowledge that there was any intention in the mind of any person 
that the troops of the Company should be used for any purpose 
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against the South Afirioan Bepublio. On the other hand, it was 
established that Mr. A. Beit and Mr. J. B. Magoire, Mr. Rhodes' 
proxy under Sub-section 2 of Article 89 of the Gompany's Deed 
of Settlement, were generally oonyersant with the objects and 
proceedings of Mr. lUiodes. 

It is necessary to add a few words with reference to Lord 
Ghrey. Dr. Harris stated in his evidence that he was not prepared 
to say that Lord Grey knew nothing about the * Jameson plan/ 
and admitted that he had had conversations with Lord Gbey in 
which he might have alluded to it. As Lord Qrey is in South 
Africa acting as Administrator of the Chartered Company, and 
therefore unable to give evidence, the Committee are not in a 
position to express any opinion as to his responsibility. 

The ignorance, however, of the Board, as a whole, does not 
exonerate them from their responsibility. The Board were, under 
their Charter, invested with very large authority over an extensive 
territory, and the duty devolved upon them to maintain a due 
supervision over its administration, not only in respect of the 
commercial interests of the South Africa Company, but also in 
regard to the Imperial relations of the dominion under their 
control. 

The Duke of Aberoom, the President of the Board, stated 
' that Mr. Rhodes had received a power of attorney, giving him 
the fullest power to do precisely what he liked without con- 
sultation with the Board, and the whole of the administration, 
and everything connected practically with Rhodesia, was carried 
on by Mr. Rhodes, he simply notifying to the Board what was 
done.' Under these circumstances, the Committee consider that 
the Board, as at present constituted, does not fulfil the objects for 
which it was created, or offer sufficient security against the misuse 
of the powers delegated to the Chartered Company by the Crown. 

RBSPONsiBiLmr of Imperial Offtcbbs and of tblb 
Colonial Officb. 

While investigating 'the origin and circumstanoea of the 
incursion into the South African Republic,' two important 
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questions have arisen ; firsts whether any Imperial officer serving 
the Crown in South Africa had placed himself in a position 
involying direct or indirect responsibility for the policy which 
culminated in the entry of Dr. Jameson's force into the 
Transvaal; and, secondly, whether the Oolonial Office officials 
at home had received information that could be assumed to 
convey a warning of the impending incursion. 

The Committee have obtained evidence which enables them to 
answer both these questions decisively. 

Imperial Officbrs at thb Cape. 

With regard to the first question : — at the time of the occur- 
rences which form the subject of this Inquiry, Lord Rosmead, as 
High Commissioner, was primarily responsible for the conduct of 
Her Majesty's Government in South Africa, and your Committee 
state, in the most emphatic terms, that there is no evidence what- 
ever that he had the slightest knowledge of the plot or of the 
intended use of an armed force within the Transvaal, both of 
which were purposely concealed from him. The Committee 
ascertained that the state of Lord Rosmead's health disabled 
him from giving evidence before the Committee ; but they have 
received from him an absolute denial of any such knowledge on 
his part. In the opinion of your Committee, under most trying 
and difficidt circumstances, the High Commissioner did everything 
that was possible to maintain the honour of his country. 

Sir Graham Bower, the Imperial Secretary to the High Com- 
missioner at Cape Town, and Mr. Newton, the Resident Com- 
missioner in the Bechuanaland Protectorate, were acquainted 
with the intentions of Mr. Rhodes, * in certain eventualities,' to 
use the force stationed on the borders of the Transvaal within the 
Republic itself, and it was clearly their duty to have put the High 
Commissioner in possession of the facts. Sir Ghraham Bower said, 
in his evidence, that he received communications from Mr. Rhodes 
in confidence, and felt bound in honour not to inform the High 
Commissioner. Sir G. Bower further added that he * understood 
that before those troops were used, or any action was taken, Mr. 
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lUiodeA would himiell mike amne ccmmunioaiion to the Higli 
Oonmiflsianer/ 

Mr. Newton «dmitted, in his e^ideno^ that aUbough he had 
veeeived definite iaionnation as to the proposed use ol Df. 
Jameson's Joroe, he did nc4^ during his visit to Cspe Tow% siqf a 
liord to the High Conunisiiaiier about it It appean^ heweTer, 
that prior to the Rsid» Ml. Newton had serions mi^giYings as te 
the position in whieh he was placing himself hj his leticenee^ and 
that he talked to Mr. Rhodes and Sir G. Boweir as to the piopgiety 
of informing the High Commissioner; unfortmiateljy howerer, 
Mr. Newton allowed himself to be persuaded by Mr. Rhodes that 
to do 8o would be premature, as * i( was veiy doubtful whether 
anything was going to happen,' and because 'he led him to belieye 
that the Imperial authorities would not be averse to any mover 
ment in Johannesburg.' 

C!oLONiAL Office Enowlbdgb. 

With regard to the second question, namely, whether the 
Colonial Office officials at home had received information that 
could be assumed to convey a warning of the impending in- 
cursion: — 

Tour Committee answer this question decisively in the nega- 
tive. Nothing in the course of the inquiry indicating that the 
Colonial Office had received, either directly or indirect^, aoy 
information on the subject of the Jameson plan was forthcoming 
until Dr. B. Harris, while giving in his evidence a description of 
an interview he had had at the Colonial Office on the subject of 
the transfer of the Bechuanaland Protectorate to the Company, 
said : * It was present to my mind that, in the event of a rising at 
Johannesburg, Mr. Rhodes wished to be in a position to render 
assistance with the police forces of the British South Africa 
Company, should certain eventualities arisa I made no ezpUcit 
statement to that effect, but I referred to the unrest at Johannes- 
burg, and added a guarded allusion to the desirability of there 
being a police force near the border. Mr. Chamberlain at onoe 
demurred to the turn the conversation had taken. I aevev 
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Teferred to the subject again at that or at either of two subseqvort 
mteryiewB I had with Mr. Ohamberlain/ 

Immediatelj after hearing this evidence of Dr. Harris, the 
Secretary of State for the Gc^nies tendered himself as a witness^ 
and stated what took place at the interview in question between 
himself, certain officials of the Colonial Office, and representatives 
of the British South Africa Ckmipany with reference to the pn>» 
posed transfer of the Protectorate, and concluded by stating: <I 
desire to say in the most explicit manner that I had not then, and 
that I never had any knowledge, or, until, I think it was the 
day before the actual raid took place, the slightest suspicion of 
anything in the nature of a hostile or armed invasion of the 
TfansvaaL The gentlemen who were my ocdleagues in offioe. 
Lord Selbome, the Under Secretary of State, and Sir Robert 
Meade, will be ready to speak for tiiemselves. Mr. Fairfield ia 
-dead, and the public service has lost a most honourable, loyal 
devoted, and able public servant ; but I say, from oooununicationa 
which I have had with Mr. Fairfield and with the other gentle- 
men named, I am convinced that they had no more suspicion than 
I had myself.' 

Dr. Harris was subsequently further examined, and in the 
•course of his evidence allusions were made to certain telegraias 
which had passed between himself, when in England, and Mr. 
Bhodes in South Africa, and vice veraiy from July to November, 
1896. Dr. Harris declined either to put in these telegrams or t» 
authorise the Eastern Telegraph Company to produce them. The 
Eastern Telegraph CSompany, over whose cables the telegrams in 
•question had passed, were thereupon ordered by the Committee to 
produce copies of any telegrams in their possession passing 
between Mr. Bhodes and Mr. Harris, between the 27th Jidy and 
the 30th November, 1896. 

On being served with this order, the Manager of the Telegraph 
Oompany attended the Committee, and declined to produce any 
telegrams which were in their possession, upon the ground that, 
by the terms of the International Convention, by which the 
Oompany were boimd, the Company were prohibited from pro- 
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ducing the oopies of any telegrams, except with the consent of 
the senders or receivers. The Committee, after hearing counsel 
on behalf of the Telegraph Company in support of this objection, 
decided that the order of the Committee must be obeyed and the 
telegrams produced. 

At a subsequent meeting of the Committee, the telegrams 
which had passed between the parties from the 1st November 
onwards were produced, the telegrams prior to that date having 
been destroyed in the ordinary course of business. 

It was given in evidence by Mr. Hawksley that in February, 
1896, he went, after obtaining ike authority of Mr. Rhodes, to see 
Mr. Fairfield at the Colonial Office, and informed him that com- 
munications by telegraph had passed between London and Cape 
Town, which had been used to support Mr. Rhodes' action in 
South Africa. 

On receipt of this communication, Mr. Fairfield, at the request 
of Mr. Chunberlain, asked Mr. Hawksley for copies, but the 
request was not comph'ed with at the time, and the matter 
dropped 

But in June, 1896, in compliance with a further request from 
Mr. Chamberlain, a copy was sent to the Colonial Office for 
* confidential perusal and return,' and was accordingly returned to 
Mr. Hawksley, who admitted that he retained it in his possession. 

The Committee called upon him to produce the telegrams, but 
he declined to do so, and relied upon Mr. Rhodes' objection to 
their production when imder examination. The Committee in- 
formed Mr. Hawksley that their order must be obeyed; he 
persisted, however, in declining to produce the copy of the 
telegrams, and said: 'Mr. Rhodes adheres to the decision he 
maintained when he was before the Committee in the early part 
of this year ; and, with very great respect, I need not say I still 
feel that my duty compels me to act upon the instructions I have 
received from Mr. Rhodes.' 

Thereupon Mr. Chamberlain made a further statement with 
reference to the production of the telegrams and their general 
purport. 
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With regard to the number of the telegrams produced to the 
Colonial Office by Mr. Hawksley^ Mr. Chamberlain said : ' I know 
for instance that most, I do not think all, but most of the tele- 
grams which have been already published were included in them, 
and there were, I know, some telegrams which were sent before 
the time with which these telegrams deal ; but I do not think 
there could have been very many of them, because I was away 
tibroad the greater part of the time, and no interviews of any sort 
were taking place, except between the Chartered Company and 
the Chiefe (they were negotiating in my absence), and it was not 
until I returned that the negotiations began again.' 

It would seem, therefore, that most of the telegrams included 
in the copy sent to the Colonial Office have been obtained by your 
Committee from the Eastern Telegraph Company. With r^^ard 
to the contents of the telegrams sent to the Colonial Office, but 
not produced by the Eastern Telegraph Company, Mr. Chambor- 
lain said: 'Oenerally .... those that were not produced are 
very similar in character to those that have been produced.' 

In this further statement Mr. Chamberlain intimated that 
there was nothing in the evidence which he had heard since he 
first appeared as a witness, nor in the telegrams produced to the 
Committee, nor in those which he had seen at the Colonial Office, 
which caused him in any way to modify or qualify the statement 
he made that he had no foreknowledge of the raid nor of the 
preparations for the raid, and had given no approval to it. 

The Earl of Selbome (Under Secretary of State for the 
Colonies) also attended the Committee and gave similar evidence. 
He said : ' The fact remains that from no quarter did the Colonial 
Office receive any warning;' and with reference to Mr. Fairfield 
he added, ' I have spoken of my constant communications with 
him (Mr. Fairfield) in the autumn of 1895 prior to the Baid ; 
«fter the Raid, and tmtil he was seized with his fatal illness in the 
autumn of 1896, we repeatedly discussed together the events of 
the previous year, sometimes alone, but very often with Sir 
Robert Meade, and I am absolutely convinced of the fact that he 
iiad no suspicion of the plan of Dr. Jameson.' 
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Your Oommittee fully accept the statements of the Seoretaiy 
•f State for the Colonies and of the Under Seoretary, and entirely 
eKonerate the c^cials of the Colonial Office of having been in any 
sense cognisant of the plans which led up to the incursion of Dr.. 
Jameson's force into the Soutili African B^uhlic. 

It is clear from the evidence of Mr. Hawksley, and his letter 
al 5th February, 1896, that the telegrams in question conveyed 
the impression that the action of Mr. Ehodes was known and 
approved at the Colonial Office. 

The fiust that Mr. Rhodes (after having authorised that they 
should be shown to Mr. Chamberlain) has refused to allow them 
to be produced before the Committee, leads to the conclusion that 
he IB aware that any statements purporting to implicate the 
Colonial Office contained in them were unfounded, and tilie use 
made of them in support of his action in South Africa was not 
justified. 

The Committee also made an order on the Eastern Telegraph 
Company for the production of certain telegrams which had 
passed between Miss Flora Shaw and Mr. Rhodes on the subject 
of the incursion. These telegrams were produced, and Miss Shaw 
was examined as to their general purport and the meaning of 
oertain statements and references contained in them. 

Your Committee were satisfied that the statements and refer- 
ences contained therein, and referring to the suggested knowledge 
of the Colonial Secretary and the Colonial Office, had no justifica- 
tion ; indeed. Miss Shaw stated that she ' never at any time gave 
the Colonial Office any information about the Plan,' and ' never at 
any time received any information from the Colonial Office about 
the Plan.' 

The Committee also endeavoured to obtain from Dr. Harris an 
explanation of the telegrams sent by him to Miss Shaw on Mr. 
Bhodes' account, but the summons of the Committee did not reach 
Dr. Harris, as he had gone abroad and his address could not be 
obtained. 
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DiSOBEDIENCS TO OkDBK TO PRODUCE CoPT TeLEORAMS. 

The Oommittee feel it to be their duty to report the refcud 
of Mr. Hawksley, cutting on Mr. Rhodes' instHictions, to produce 
tiie copy of the telegrams which was shown to Mr. ChamberlaiB 
and is referred to above. 

Mr. Hawksley was required on 25th May, 1897, to produce 
those telegrams, and after telegraphing to Mr. Rhodes, and 
reoeiying no reply, declined to do so on the ground that he 
regarded himself as bound by his previous instructions. 

The question having been raised as to whether Mr. Hawksley 
was entitled as solicitor to refuse the production of the telegrams, 
which it was admitted Mr. Rhodes himself could have been 
compelled to produce, the Committee heard counsel in support 
of the objection, but decided that the ground raised was no 
justification, and ordered Mr. Hawksley to produce them. Mr. 
Hawksley replied that 'Mr. Rhodes adheres to his decision to 
refuse the production of the telegrams,' and Mr. Hawksley still 
declined to produce them. 

It became necessary, therefore, for the Committee to consider 
the course which they should pursue. It cannot reasonably be 
doubted, having regard to the use already made of these tele- 
grams, that they would have been produced to your Committee 
if their contents could in any way have relieved either Mr. 
Rhodes or his subordinates from the responsibility now attaching 
to them. Your Committee deemed that the consideration of 
their Report should not be delayed on account of the non- 
t^lroduction of these telegrams by the person principally interested 
in their publication ; nor did they think that a knowledge of the 
telegrams was in any way essential to the completion of their 
inquiry. On the other hand, the telegrams could not have been 
obtained without great delay. The person against whom pro- 
ceedings should properly have been taken to compel their pro- 
duction was, in the opinion of your Committee, not Mr. Hawksley, 
but Mr. Rhodes, by whose order they were withheld. Mr. 
Rhodes was in South Africa; and to have delayed until his 
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presence could have been procured, would haye inTolved 8uch a 
lom of time as would have made it impossible to report upon the 
Baid during the present Session of Parliament, a matter which 
appeared to your Gommitteey in the interests of South Africa, of 
such urgent and primary importance, that all other oonsideratioiiB 
must yield to it They, therefore, determined to dose the 
evidence, in order that tiiiey might report to the House on the 
Baid before the end of the Session. 

The same reasons prevented them from delaying until Earl 
Orey could be summoned as a witness. 

Thb Raid and Stock-jobbino Motives. 
Suggestions have been made by questions to witnesses and 
otherwise that certain persons who were intimately connected 
with this matter, notably Mr. A. Beit, Mr. Lionel Phillips, and 
Dr. Butherfoord Harris, embarked in the proceedings which 
resulted in the Baid for stock-jobbing purposes. Your Crommittee 
feel that in justice they ought to say that no evidence in suj^rt 
of such a charge has been produced, and they hold that the 
charge is entirely without foundation. 

Conclusions. 

Your Committee now proceed to sum up the results of their 
inquiry. 

I. Great discontent had, for some time previous to the 
incursion, existed in Johannesburg, arising from the grievances 
of the Uitlanders. 

XL Mr. Bhodes occupied a great position in South Africa; 
he was Prime Minister of the Cape Colony, and, beyond all other 
persons, should have been careful to abstain from such a course 
of action as that which he adopted. As Managing Director of 
the British South Africa Company, as Director of the De Beers 
Consolidated Mines and the Goldfields of South Africa, Mr. 
Bhodes controlled a great combination of interests ; he used his 
position and those interests to promote and assist his policy. 

Whatever justification there might have been for action on 
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the part of the people of Johannesburg, there was none for the 
conduct of a person in Mr. Rhodes' position, in subsidising, 
organizing, and stimulating an armed insurrection against the 
Ooyemment of the South African Republic, and employing the 
forces and resources of the Chartered Company to support such 
a revolution. He seriously embarrassed both the Imperial and 
Colonial Governments, and his proceedings resulted in the 
invasion of the territory of a State which was in friendly 
relations with Her Majesty, in breach of the obligation to respect 
the right to self-government of the South African Republic under 
the Conventions between Her Majesty and that State. Although 
Dr. Jameson *went in' without Mr. Rhodes' authority, it was 
always part of the plan that these forces should be used in the 
Transvaal in support of an insurrection. Nothing could justify 
such a use of such a force, and Mr. Rhodes' heavy responsibility 
remains, although Dr. Jameson at the last moment invaded the 
Transvaal without his direct sanction. 

III. Such a policy once embarked upon inevitably involved 
Mr. Rhodes in grave breaches of duty to those to whom he owed 
allegiance. He deceived the High Commissioner representing the 
Imperial Government, he concealed his views from his colleagues 
in the Colonial Ministry and from the Board of the British South 
Africa Company, and led his subordinates to believe that his 
plans were approved by his superiors. 

IV. Your Committee have heard the evidence of all the 
Directors of the British South Africa Company, with the excep- 
tion of Lord Grey. Of those who were examined, Mr. B^t 
and Mr. Maguire alone had cognisance of Mr. Rhodes' plans. 
Mr. Beit played a prominent part in the negotiations with the 
Reform Union; he contributed large sums of money to the 
revolutionary movement, and must share full responsibility for 
the consequences. 

y. There is not the slightest evidence that the late High 
Commissioner in South Africa, Lord Rosmead, was made 
acquainted with Mr. Rhodes' plans. The evidence, on the con- 
trary, shows that there was a conspiracy to keep all information 
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on the subject from him. The Ooimnittee must, however^ express 
a strong opinion upon the conduct of Sir Chatham Bower, who 
was guilty of a grave dereliction of duty in not communicating 
to the High Commissioner the information which had come to his 
knowledge. Mr. Newton failed in his duty in a like manner. 

YI. Neither the Secretary of State for the Colonies nor any of 
the officials of the Colonial Office receiyed any information which 
made them, or should have made them or any of them, aware of 
the plot during its development. 

YII. Finally, your Committee desire to put on record an 
absolute and unqualified condemnation of the Raid and of the 
plans which made it possible. The result caused for the time 
being grave injury to British influence in South Africa. Public 
confidence was shaken, race feeling embittered, and senoua 
difficulties were created with neighbouring States. 

Part II. 

As regards the second part of the Inquiry, relating to the 
Administration of the British South Africa Company, your 
Committee have received from the Colonial Office a Report by 
Sir Richard Martin, Commandant-Goneral, and Deputy Com- 
missioner in Rhodesia. 

The Board of the Chartered Company desired an opportunity 
of examining and replying to that Report, but their answer has 
not yet been received by the Committee. 

This part of the inquiry would require a lengthened inves- 
tigation, which it would be impossible to deal with at this period 
of the Session. This, however, should not in the opinion of the 
Committee affect any action which the Executive Government 
may deem immediately necessary under the circumstanoes. 

13 July, 1897. 
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